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PRECIS OF THE ARCHIVES 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



LETTERS DESPATCHED FROM THE CAPE, 

1682-1662. 



VOLUME II. 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



LETTEfiS DESPATCHED FROM THE CAPE. 



1652—1662. 



No. 88. 
Dasson Island. 

To the Assistant, Jan Woutorsen. 



1655. Your letter of the 3th and the seal ^ns and oil we have 

received. The Tlw/Jp now-retuma for the rest still on hand. For 

lOih Jan. |.jj^ qQ ^^ g^j^j jq ^j^qI^ ^^nj 21 half leaffuers and firkins. The 

oil will be sent per Gekroonde Leeuw which arrived yesterday. 



Therefore be as qoiok as you can, even if yon have no time to take 
the pkins on board. 



You also receive : — 

2 large oil tanks. 

2 burets salt in a bag. 

50 clubs. 

Some fuel. 

2 firkins airaok. 

1 cask meat. 

300 lbs. rice. 

1,000 lbs. bread. 

I leaguer filled with pins. 

:* aum oil. 

i anker vinegai'. Will afterwalrds send more as we have now 

no large casks to spare. 
'MS flaying knives. Hope they are enough for the present, and 
that you wiU do your best to collect as njuch oil and skins as you cap. 



CABO DE BONA ESPEEANCE 



BEIÉVEN VERZONDEN VAN DE KAAP. 



1662—1662. 

No. 88. 
Dansen BijUnt. 

Aen den Adsistent Jan Woutersz : opperhoofft. 

Eename, disGrote. 

UI : brieffken van den 5'" deser hebben wij wel ontlangen neffens 1655. 
de bij gesonden robben vellen ende traen : nu eenden 17 't selve — 
galjot de Tulp weder toe omme daer in te laden alle de vellen ^^^ *^*'^' 
ende traen die ghij op voorraet hebben moght, ten weloken eijnde 
oock meede senden 10 hele ende 21 halve leggers ende verekens 
om den traen in te storten die wij met dit sohip de Georoonde 
Leeuw (gister hier ter rbeede gecomen) gaeme voorts na Batavia 
souden stuijren, daeromme haest soo veel mogel : om 't g^'ot 
daermeede ten eersten weder herwaerts te senden al sou 't Ui : 
voor dese mael geen vellen altoos in schepen als den traen op 
Batavia wesen moet ende noch tijts genoegh hebben om de 
vellen voor de oompste van de retour vlote hier na te halen. 

Soo senden wij oook bij desen 

2 groote traen backen. 

2 pudsen sout in een sack. 

fiO kneppels. 

nartije branthout. 

2 verokens aracq. 

1 vat vleijs. 

300 Ib. riis. 

1,000 Ib. broot. 

1 legger vol pennen. 

I aem olij. 

1 anoker azijn daer hier na meer van senden sullen alsoo geen 
groote vaten voor eerst bij de hant hadden. 

36 vilmessen waermede vertrouwen UI : sigh voor eerst weder 
wat sullen ounnen helpen, ende alle naerstigheijt aenwenden om 
floch goede partiie vellen ende traen op te gaderen, ten welcken 

*2 



1665. Por this purpose use the men as you like; those who mis- 
iot)7jan. l>öhavö are to be sent hither. The conduct ol Corporal van üuliok 
seems to offend the respectable part of your men, and as with the 
superintendence of Dirk Haa sjes you get more work done, you 
must send the Corporal back. We will give him other work to do 
here. The books and papers of the Roade Vos you must send us 
per Tu/j). We reooramend you again to oolleot the largest possible 
quantity of oil and skins to lessen the Company's expenses. 

In the Fort, 10th Jan., 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebeeck. 
F. Vbrburgh. 



• • No. 89. 

Instructions for the Tn/j) ready io proceed to Dassen Island : — 

As you have taken in your cargo for Dassen Island, you shall 
depart as soon as possible, deliver our letters to Woutersen, and 
take in as much oil and skins as there are. You take with you 10 
whole and 21 half leaguers and firkins and some oil casks. As the 
oil is to be sent away in the Oekroonde Leeuw you are not to bo 
delayed by the skins, which you may feteh afterwards ; wish you 
a prosperous trip, &c. 

In the Fort, 10th Jan., 1655. 

(Signed) J» v. Rijrbeeck. 



lijnde voloq na u zin gübruijoketi mooght Bnde die sigh (in 
(jffitie sijude) niet wel oomporteert hebt maer datel : op te sen den 
wij verstaen oock dat de on fatsoen elijck e oommando van den 
Corporael Jan van GuUok eerlijoke ende naerstigte Imjden <o 
lastigh ende verdrietigh valt ende dewijle wij bemercken dat 
UI ; door den oppas van Direk Uaesjes meerder werek vau 't 
volcq eunt orijgen moet UI : den voors : Corporael wel herwaerta 
laten oomen, sullen hem hier wel ander werck geven, 

De gesloten ende lopende boyokjens van ^t gal jol de Roode 
Vos met hare gecopieorde cohieren moet UL ons p'^dit galjot de 
ïuïp herwaerts Ben don om hier gehouden te worden Bonder 't selve 
na te laten. 

Voor dees tijt niet anders als den lleoro in geiiadoii bevolen 
Oude op 't hooghet gereeommandeert alle mogel. naerstigheijt te 
üontribueren tot opgaderingh van vellen ende traen om de Oaepae 
onoosten daarmede voor d' E Comp' wat te soul ageer en* 

In 't fort de Goede Hoope, desen 10"^ Januarij 1655. 

Onder stout, 

UI, goede VTundon, 

Wag geteijckent» Joh an van Kibhbeck, 
en Fkeduk^k VKMHORnn. 



1655, 



lOan Jiiü. 



No. m. 

Instructie voor d* opporhooflden van *t galjot do Tulp^ seijlreet 
leggende omme van hier te vertrecken na 't Dassen Eijlant. 

Dewijle UI. jegenwoordigh vaa sijn vellen eo: traeu ontladen 
sijt mitsgaders weder ingenomen hebt alle de nodigheden, provieieDi 
branthout &o" voor die van 't Dassen Eijlant soo sullen UI. sigh 
spoedigen met d' eerste goede wint weder derwaerts te vertrecken, 
't vorige neffens onse missive aen den adaistent Jan Woutersz. 
overleveren ende bo veele vellen ende ti*aen inderijl innemen ala 
denftelvett daerop voorraet hebben sal ten weloken eijnde met i O 
heele ende 2 1 halve leggers ende verekens alsooek eeuige olij amen 
version sijt maer moeten UL voor dees tijt niet een vol innemen, 
alsoo wij den traen met dit schip de Öecroonde Leeuw gister hier 
g arriveert gaerne voorts na Batavia souden senden ende tot de 
vellen hierna tijts genoegh sullen hebben: p memorie, ende alsoo 
voor deeê tijt niet anders hebben sullen U een voorspoedigh heen 
ende wederom rei j se toe wenschen 't welok Godt ge?e. Amen. 

In 't Fort de Goode Uoopo descn 10" Januarij 1655. 

Was getoijokent, Johan va.n liiKHEiuK. 



No. 90. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant, J. Woutersen, sent per Tnlp. 

]G.)3. The Tulp is to take on board all the skins on hand. You are 

22 ~ no longer to boil oil, but what you have on hand you are to keep 
till fuiiher orders, as the Lima Council does not wish to have 
any more. You are to do your best to collect as many skins as 
possible ; among them 40 or 50 young ones, as the fleet is only 
expected in April. Don't forget to send the books of the Eoode 
Vos that they may be made up ; for this reason especially we thus 
hurriedly send the galiot, &e. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebeeck. 
F. Verburgh. 
In the Fort, 23rd Jan., 1655. 



No. 91. 



Instructions for the officers of the Ttdp proceeding to Dassen 
Island :— 

As the India Council won't have any more oil, and that article 
will very likely not pay at home, we have sent you to Dassen 
Island to notify this to the men. Arriving there as soon as you 
can, you shall deliver our letter to Woutersen — taking back what 
he may give you, not forgetting the books — like last time, &c. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebeeck. 
In the Fort, 23rd Jan., 1655. 



No. 91. 



Memorie dienende tot ordre voor d' opperhooffden van 't galjot 
de Tulp gaende van hier na 't Dassen Eijlant. 

Dewijle de Hrn. Generael ende Baden van India den traen 
hebben affgesz : ende wij wel gisainge maken dat ze met ^een 
▼oordeel oan na 't vaderlant gesonden worden, soo is 't dat wij om 
d' onse ep 't Dassen Eijlont daeraen geen meer vergeefbe 
moei j ten te laten doen heoben goetgevonden UI: ten eersten 
weder derwaerts te senden om haer daer van te waarsohouwen ten 
weieken eijnde dan met den aldereersten goeden wint UI : der- 
waerts spoedigen ende daer met lieff oomende. onse neffensgaende 
missive aen den adsistent Jan Woutersz : overleveren mitsgaders 
van den selven weder innemen ende herwaérts voeren suit als u 
sal goetvinden meede te geven, sender oock weder de bouoken te 
laten vergeten soo verleden is geschiet, waermeede UI: dan 
behouden reijse toewensohen. 

Was geteijokent, 

JOHAN VAN BiBBEKCK, 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoop, desen 23 Januarij 1655. 



23rd Jan. 



No. 90. 
Dassen Eijlant. 

Aen den Adsistent Jan Woutersz : pr 't galjot de Tulp gesz : 

Eersame, discrete : 

Wij senden bij desen dit galjot de Tulp expres om te halen soo 1655. 
veel vellen als ghij op voorraet hebt nevens bevel dat geen traen 
meer branden suit maer die in voorraet is bewaren tot onse nader 
ordre alsöo d' Ed : Ueeren Qenorael oude Baden van India die 
hebben a£Pgesz : maer sal UI : al sijn vlijt aenwenden om lustigh 
vellen op te gaderen daer onder 40 k 50 off meer moffe d" alsoo 
do laestü vloot eei*st tegen April staet hier te comen ende vergeet 
dooh niet de Boode Yosoh bouckjens over te senden om gereet te 
crijgoa alsoo daerom dit galjot ten principalen dus haestign affsen- 
den, pr. memorie, ende hertel : gegroet van UI : goede vnmden — 
was geteijckent 

JoHAN VAN BiBRBECK CUdo FkKDRICK VbRUUKGH. 

In 't Fort do üoedo Uoope, desen 23 Januarij 1655. 



No. 92. 
Batavia. 

To the India Council, sent per the Gekrwmde Lerutr, 



16Ó5. We Bend you copies of our letters per Hof ran Zeeland and the 

23rdJ Englishman^ with continuation of our journal after departure of 



the Ho/. 



As the following return ships will bring us what we have asked 
for and your further orders, we confine ourselves to the following 
list of garden seeds which we send with the papers i-^ 



Drum bead salad 

Crisp lettuce. 

Carrots. 

Beet-root. 

Turnips. ^ the seeds in 6 bags. No. — Cape — 



Cabbage. 
Cauliflower, 
Chervil and 
Backet seed. 



sealed. 



Would also have sent you some train oil on hand, but as you do 
not want it, we have not done so. We could get no provisions 
from this ship as it was so badly provided that the oflBcers asked 
us for some rice, stating that should we refuse, they would be 
obliged, if the voyage was long, to feed the men with the expensive 
salt provisions. We replied that if we parted with any nee and 
were not supplied by the, return fleet we would be placed in the 
same oiroumstances, and not only be bereft of rice, but also not 
have enough of preserved provisions to depend upon. Generally 
also we are moet nigffardiy supplied by ships from Holland, so 
that we are compelled to land from them expensive meat 
and pork as they cannot give us barley and peas, which would 
cause the same expense. GRierefore, whether they do it or we, the 



Batavia. 

Aeii d' Ed : Hm : Qouvem'-Oonorael ende Baden van India 
p' *t Bcbip de GecrooDdo Leeuw ge^z : 

Ed : erntfeete, welwijee, vooreienige, bobt diserete Hoeren. 

Mijn Heeren; 

Ten overvloede seadeu wij hiemevene copie van ons vorige 
sohrijvens p'' *t Hoff van Zeelant ende den Engelsman gesonden 
nevens oock *i vörvulgh onsDr dagölijckflo aenleijokeninge gehou- 
den na 't vertreck van voorsz: Hofl omme den successiven toestant 
uijt ie speeuleren. 

Ende akoo wij p' de volgende retour schenen hopen te becomeü 
't gene voor desen hebben gevordert mitsgaders UEd ; noch nader 
advije ende ordre op do saeeken alhier sullen deaen voor eerst lattin 
dienen tot gelei j de van bovongem : copien en : ncdïensgaende 
nieuwe thuijn ^aden nu alle dagon gewonnen wordende ale te 
weten ; 

Gropsla ^ 

Orulsla 

Geele wortel 

Biet wortel 

Baep 

Cool 

Blomcool 

Kervel en : 

Eoket ^aet 

Soo souden wij oock partij© robben traen in voorraet hebbende, 
geaonden hebben maer vüinaitB UEd : die ganeeh affechrijven 
houden deselve hier. Yan provisien is uit dit schip niets te 
crijgen geweest al soo *t daer soo echrael gesteld was dat d* 
opperhooffden pr. requite verBOoht hebben nmtne partije rijs 
van one te mogen genieten onder protest at ie dat bij weij- 
geringe genootsaeckt souden wesen als de reijse wat langh 
doijrden *t voloq dagel : tot groote costen van d' Ed : 
Comp' vleiJB ende speek te schaffen waerop haer te gemoete 
is gevoert dat als wij van onsen rijs overgaven ende 
van de retour vlote geen ontsetli eregen haest in't selve 
perükot souden vallen als wanneer wij dan niet alken van rijs 
ontbloot nemaer oook soo veel vleija ende speek niet souden hebben 
om aen te tasten, als sijl: ende offeral schepen uijt Hollant aen- 
eomen van deselve (soo't doorgaens blijckt) eeer sober en : qnal : 
pot spijs erijgon eunuen, maer alsdan ooek vleijs ende speek in 
gvervloet souden moeten lighton tot insgclijxe oncosten als voren 
om dagelij ex te Sühailea ; sulex olf het dan in lijt van uuot bij 



)» Zaden in 6 sackjeUB No. Kaepj ver&ogelt. 



1655. 



Ü3cn Jtiti, 
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16Ó5. QQgt finally will be the same to the Company. But in case of a 
GitiJiin. w^^t of barley, &c., they would still have bread enough, and as 
long as they are here be supplied with vegetables from tae garden, 
which would enable them to save a good deal. 

We nevertheless gave them fully 2,300 lbs. rice as the account 
shows. In consequence of your order to reduce the garrison here, 
we have sent on board of this ship 33 men. Would have sent 
more, but the officers were afraid to take more because of the short 
supplies on board, having a crew of 350 men to feed — this they 
will be able themselves to tell you. Had we not given the rice 
they would not have taken one man but preferred to saddle us 
with some of their own. If the seal fishery is to be continued, as 
it evidently pays at home, the chief profits as yet have to be drawn 
from it alone, so that 30 or 40 men will be required for that work ; 
and as the Company takes a great interest in this industry and 
sent the requii*ed lools, it will be impossible to conduct affairs with 
50 men, so that a larger number will be necessary, as 20 are 
required for the gardens alone and 12 for herding the cattle if the 
latter are not to be stolen by the Hottentoos as they were once 
before. Besides, we want carpenters, masons, &c., who only now 
are gettinjj their most difficult work to do, as the wooden houses 
are all falling to pieces. We will however not delay in carrying 
out promptly your order to the best of our ability. 



The horses will in consequence of the diminution of the garri- 
son be very welcome to get timber on wagons from the forest, 
which is failing us fast, and requires heavy labour. Whether any 
advantages may bo discovered inland we may inform yon of after 
having made an examination. 



11 



off hbr bij oiii mooat aongotust worden d' Ed : Comp' al 
meiiB is; ende oook bij iiiaoquejnent van potspijs noch broöte 
loegh ende overvloedigU hebben obi *t vokq te geven ende den 
tijt die bier leggen met cool uijtfce thuijiieii ouderhouden worden, 
^aulex oock al meedo uijtwinninge gaff &e" eohter evenwel bebbeu 
srij uijt onsf) provisie haer bijgeaeth stijlï 2,300 lb* rijs als bij de 
aobe^ps re^cq ; onder anderen te nen is. 

Op UEd; ordere van besnijdioge desös guamisoene bobben 
mot dit schip do Gocroonde Leouw golargeert ti^ eoppen en : li ad- 
den oock gaerne meerdrT airgesondou, maer heblien de opporhootf- 
den niet kunnen resolveren vermits haer sober] toijt van victualie 
ende dat ruijni 35U eoppen van haer eeltï sterck waeren meerder 
over te nemen als uijt desfolffs mondeling© rapporten behouden 
over oomen (ilat Godt geve) te vernemen wesen sal, Ende ten 
ware wij bovenst aende rijs daertoe hadden overgegeven souden 
qualijck derven een man meede nemen hebben maer liever one 
noch eenige van de haren op den hals gelaten endo dat om haren 
Boberh^ vootsk : 

Knde ingeval Ie de robben vanghst aal bij der hant gehouden 
worden (daer treek in weiende volgens do laeste bevïndinge van *t 
vaderlant) de prinoipaelste proffijten vooreerst van dan moeten 
eomen endeten dien eijnde al 'iO a 40 man alleen toe g^emploijeert 
worden mitsgaders d' E : Comp' haor ooek aen gelegen laot, 
vermits tot 't selve alle gereetsehappen etui j ren ^ soo aal 't hier 
(ódooh onder ^erbeteringe van UEdO met 60 man als UEd : 
suBtineren niet wel ounnen geolaert maer met wat meerder 
getal dienen geeontinueert te worden al&oo bovendien tot 
onderhoudinge van de thuijnen ten minste 20 van noden sijn 
ende 12 om dagelij ex de beesten in de weijden alommo te bewaren 
in dien men niet weder wil onderworpen sijn het weghstelen van 
deselve door de Hottentoos als voor desen mits oleijne wacht ende 
al te groot vertrouwen deser brutale natie ervaren hebben, bohalvon 
oiich timmerl, metaelaers &' die hier principael jegenwoordigh 
eerst ter degen beginnen haer werok te erijgen vermits de houten 
buijsen voor deeen opgestelt van't vaderlantse hout (dat al eer't 
hier quam meest vormolEempt en : verb roei jt wafi} heel te malen 
beginnen te vervallen, &" echter even wel sullen niet na laten maer 
met allen doenelijok : ijver benaerstigen UEd : wel gevende ordro 
na ons vermogen in alles promtel ; na te oomen. 

De paarden sullen ona mits de begnijdinge doses guamisoens 
alhier treffel ; te passé comen in den arbeijt prinoepael om mot 
wagens soo wel brant als timmerhout te halen uijt het bos dat 
ons dapper begint to manqueren oude bloedigen arbeijt tot nooh 
toe om getlaen is waorom in*t lantijtg op te vinden weten niet ofl 
al wat beschieten sal oobter sullen bij gelegentheijt eens preuve 
-Oemen en UE : adviseren. 
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U)ón. We hove noted your opinion regarding^ the trade with Madar- 

23rdJan. ga*<»r ^^^^ the supplying of this place and Mauritius with rioe 
m)m there, but as Verburgh has stated, there would always be 
sufficient rice obtainable in the Bay of Antongil — so we close this 
hurriedly to have it ready for the Draak which arrived here on the 
19th and will leave in 2 for 3 days for St. Helena to meet its 
Consorts. 

(Signed) J. v. Rikbeeck and 
F. Verbitrgh. 



We annex the chart of the Bay of Antongil entrusted to the 
senior merchant Pioter de Goyer, who has introduced us to Jan 
Willemsz ; Wintervogel and Jan Godfried Sayflfhard cadet ; who 
nre acquainted with mining and discovered the silver mines of 
Minas Geraes in Brazil. We have therefore kept them here to 
make a trial. 



After ending this, the yacht Ter Schelling arrived on the 24th 
Januaiy, having parted company with tiie Miff/den yesterday, 
which is expected every hour. — After leaving Sundays Straits it 
lost sight of the Weesp. 

List of papers sent to India per the Oehvonde Leetur: — 



1. Original letter to the Council dated 23rd January, 1654. 

2. Copy of letter sent per Hof van Zeeland dated the 12th 

December 1654. 

3. Do. do. do English ship Merchant date<l 28th 
December. 

4. Copy of llesolutions of the Council of iheFoct of Quod Hope. 
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Aen^aende de saeokeu van Mauritius hier van dan te bevaren ï^^- 
ende uit den Madagasoarsen handel dese 2 plaetsen te provideren 23en Jan. 
hebben UEd : oonsideratien gemerckt maer aohtervolgende 't 
rapport van den onderooopman Yerburgh (wiens aen ons gedaen 
vertoogh en : resolutie in coj^ie hier nefiens gaen) sonde in de baij 
van Antongil genoegh te onjgen wesen. 

Desen haestel : besluitende vermits ons wat haesten om onse 
advijsen gereet te orijgen met ten Draeok* ( den 19'''' hier g'arri- 
veert) ende genegen sijnde binnen 2 ^l 3 da^n weder te ver- 
trecken na 8t. Helena om aldaer snn Comp*' in te wachten soo 
sullen voor dies tijt Hiermeede 

Ed : emtfeste, wel wij se, voorsienige, seer discrete Heeren, 

Mijn Heeren, 

UEd : na onse aider oitmoedighste gebiedenisse en dienstige 
groete Gode in genaden bevolen laten. 

In 't Fort de Q-oede Hoope, desen 23 Januari] 1655. 
Onderstont. 
U£. gansch oitmoedige en onderdanige dienaer, 

Was geteijckent, Johan van Rirbeeok onde 
Frkdrick Verbukgh. 

't Oaertjen van de Baij Antongil aen Madagascar gaet bij desen 
open in handen van den oppercoopman Pieter de &oijer weloke 
ons oock heefft voorgestelt 2 personen namentlijck Jan ^illemsz : 
Winter vogel ende Jan Oodfrid Saijffhard, adelb: die haer 
verstaen op 't mineren ende de silver mijnen van Brasil in Chiera 
hebbeu opgevonden derhalven wij deselve om ter preuve te stellen 
hebben hier gehouden misschien wat Gtodt de Heere sal gelieven 
te openbaren. 

Nae 't sluijten compt hier op heden den 24*" Januarij oock wel 
t' arriveren 't jacht der Schellingh sijnde gister hier onder 't lant 
vfia Muijen gescheijden die alle uijr oock verwacht wort, maer 
Weesp hebben na 't uijt lopen van Sundas strate niet vernomen. 

Register van de Pampieren gedirigeert aen d' £d: Hm. 
Gk)uvemeur-Oenerael en : lladen van India, pr. 't schip 
de Gecroonde Leeuw. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen haer opgem^ Ed : dato 23 Januarij 
1654. 
„ 2. Gopie do. pr. 't Hoff van Zeelant, dato 12 Decemb : 1654. 
„ 3. Pr. d' Engels Marchiant, dato 28 do. 
„ 4. Do. resolutien genomen bij den Raet van 't Fort de Qoed^ 
JIoop. 
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1655. o. Continuation of Journal. 

23rdJan. ^' ^f^^ ^^ VorbuTgh to Riobeock regarding liis discoveries 

along the east ooast and the Madagascar trade, &c. 

7. Copy of Resolutions taken on board the Tnlp. 

8. Chart of the Bay of Antongil in charge of P. de Q-oyer. 

9. Ships accounts. 



Batavia. 
To the India Council — sent per Gekroonde Leeuw, 



i?r)th Jan As contrary winds have detained the vessel and we are prepar- 
ing our letters for the Directors, we have more closely considered 
yours of 7th November last, received per Draak and Ter 
Schelling — especially as regards the diminution of the garrison — 
we have placed on board 33 men mostly sick left behind by 
passing vessels— and after a careful calculation find that we will 
want for the seal fishery, the principal source of profit to the 
Company • . . . • .. 30 or 40 men. 



For working the gardens, &c., about 12 morgen, 
as the ships require much and each morgen 
is worked by 2 men , . . 24 

For herding the sheep on Robben Island where 

they thrive so well — at least , . . . 5 

Wood cutters and guard in the forest 3 leagues 

awav .. •. .. •• .• •• Lxj 

For every wagon sent <o fetch timber 3 men — 

total . . . • . . . . . . . . i) 

To herd the cattlo and allow them to grnze 

wherever they like — musketeers , . . . 12 
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5. Vervolgh van 't Oaeps dagregister. i^^- 

6. Vertoogh van den onderooopman Predriok Verburgh, 23enJan. 

gedaen aen den Oommandeur van Eiebeeok wegen de 
ondeokinge van de ouste desen hoeok van Qoede üoope, 
om ende nandelinge aen Madagascar, &o*. 

7. Copie resolutien op de gem : voijagie genomen bij den 

Kaad van 't galjot de Tulp. 

8. Gaertjen van de Baij Antongil opengaende in handen van 

den opperpoopman Pieter de Goijer. 

9. Scheepsreeoq : van Oncosten. 



No. 93. 
Batavia. 

Aen d : Ed : Hrn. Gonverneur-Generael ende Baden van India 
pr. de Gecroonde Leeuw noch nagesz : 

Ed : emtfeste, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer dis- 
crete Heeren. 

Mijn IJeeren : 
Dewijle 't schip de Gecroonde Leeuw ua sijn gegeven des- 26eii Jan. 
pesohe door contrarie winden tot heden noch is beleth gebleven 
om uijt de baij 't seijl te gaen ende wij ondertussohen besigh 
sijnde met onse advijsen t' addresseren aen d' Ed : Hm. Majoros 
met eenen wat nader met opmerckinge hebben geresumeert U Kd : 
missive van den 7*"' Novemb : pass " pr. den Draeck en ter Schel- 
lingh jonghst becomen insonderh^ op 't poinct van besnijdinge 
deses guamisoens op welke UEd : ordre 33 coppen meest gewesene 
siecken van de gepasseerde schepen pr. voorhaelde Leeuw voor 
eerst al hebben affgesteecken. Soo is 't dat wij bij goeden over- 
sla^h alhier vooreerst noch sullen van doen sijn ten minste tot de 
roDoenvanghst daer de proffijte principael sullen moeten uijt 
gevonden worden . . . . . . 30 a 40 coppen. 

Tot onderhoudinge van de plantagies groot stijff 
12 mergen lants die men wel van doen sal 
hebben alsoo de schepen veel cool, &o\ con- 
sumeeren voor ijder mergen maer 2 man is 24 coppen. 

Op 't Bobben Eijlant tot bewarioge van de 
schapen aldaer fraij ende beter als hier aen- 
teelende ende groeijende op 't minste . . 5 „ 

Houtsagers ende wacht in 't bos 3 mijlen van 't 

fort . . . . . . . . 10 „ 

Met de wagens na 't bos om 't hout te halen e!ck 

3 man . . . . . . 6 „ 

Om de beesten te bewaren ende alomme te laten 
gaen wijden, ten minste soo se wel bewaert 
pullen worden, musquettie^s . . , . 12 „ 
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1655. For the battery Duinhoop by day • . • . 2 men. 

iötirjan. Carpenters and assifitants at the Fort . . 5 „ 

Masons and apprentioes, &o., to begin with . . 15 „ 

For the brick kilns at present . . . . 20 „ 

Besides 1 commander, 2 junior merchant and servant. 

2 assistants. 

3 master at arms and two corporals who are at the same time 

master workmen and overseers. 
2 sick comforter and boy. 

2 smith and servant. 
1 drummer. 

3 cooks and boy. 

3 chief and junior barber and one boy at least in consequence 
of the many sick generally left behind by the ships. 

1 gunner. 

1 milkman, washer of clothes^ &c. 

1 butler and cooper. 

2 boys to serve at the Commander's table which is generally 

well filled when ships are in the bay. The officers being 
boarded by the commander, there being no hotel as yet. 



So that there ure besides Ihe above mentioned still 24. 

Grand total 163 

Besides those remaining behind from the ships who largely 
add to the number and cause a large consumption of provisions. 
At presenl however, including the sick, we only have 115 at the 
Fort and 35 on the islands for catching seals, &c. Not a single 
person is set apart for the watch during the night and at otner 
times-- every one is as yet to take his turn without being excused 
from work. The abc>ve calculation will show you what number 
can still be taken from the garrison and we have sent it to you, 
because we gather from your letters that perhaps after the return 
fleet an extra vessel may be sent with supplies for us and for 
Mauritius, and in order that you may after careful consideration 
send the orders which you deem best. 
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Tot bewaringe van de redout Duijnhoop bij dage 2 coppen. i^^^- 

Timmerl : ende knechts aent fort . . . . 5 » 26enJan 

Metêelaers ende opperl ; &c* voor eerst noch al . , 15 „ 
Aen de steecbackerij ten minsten noch voor eerst 

al maer dat sal niet langh dmjren • • 20 , 

Behalve nu noch 1 opperhoofft 

2 onder ooopman en jongen 

2 Adsistenten. 

3 Cap"" armes ende 2 Corporaels dat met eonen werkbaesen ende 

oppassers sijn. 
2 Siecien trooster en jongen. 

2 Smits en : kneoht. 
1 Tamboer. 

3 Gocx en jongen. 

3 Opper en: onder barbier en jongen, op 't minsten ten aensien 
van de veele siecken hier doorgaens van de schepen ver- 
blijvende. 

1 Constabel. 

1 Meloker, wasser, &e" 

1 Bottelier en : ouijper. 

2 Jongens van 't opperhoofft en : tot dienst van de tafel, vrij 

groot vallende ten aensien van de aenoomende schepen, 
welckers opperhoofden, t' haer refrissinge daer onthaelt 
worden vermits geen herbergh ofPte ordinaris ten dien eijnde 
voor als noch geprivilig* 'sijn. 
Sijnde dan behalven de bovenstaende noch . . • • 24 

Ende alsoo te samen maeckende een getal van • . . . 1G3 

Behalven van de schepen hier t' elckens op onsen hals blijven 
ende het getal machtigh vergrootende ende geen deijne consump- 
tie in de provision maeckende, edoch blijven wij jegenwoordigh 
met siecke ende al niet meer als 115 bij 't fort ende 35 aen de 
eijlanden tot de robbenvanghst &c* sender hierbij noch een enckel 
persoon gestelt te hebben om buijtendien des s'nachts ende op 
andere tijden de wacht waer te nemen 'twelck tot dato soo wel d' 
een als d' andere opgelegt is sender imant van werok off wachten 
vrij te laten invoughen ÜEd : bij dese bovenstaende calculatie ten 
naesten bij sullen kimnen begrijpen wat van dit guamisoen sal 
mogen gemist worden, het welcke wij daeromme hebben goetge- 
dacht UEd : aldus op te geven, omdat wij uijt derselvor schrijvens 
vernemen wel misschien een jaoht nt^ de retour vlote 't onser en : 
Mauritius secours mochte herwaerts gesonden werden ten eijnde 
UEd. alsdan bij nader overlegh ons op desen soodanigh nader 
ordre gelieven toe te senden ids bij deselve beter als ons gering 
oordeel ten dienste van de E : Gomp sal verstaen worden te 
behoren. 
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16^5. Should the whale fishery be taken in hand, more men would be 

26thJtin. roq^iired, but as you require no more oil, we will leave that 
business alone, as it would be inconvenient and very dirty to send 
this unclean stuff with the return fleet. To get a vessel purposely 
from home for the object would entail too much expense, as since 
the peace with England the Greenland oil may be bought for 25 
or 30 guldens per quarter of a hogshead. We wUl therefore 
employ 30 or 40 men on Dassen Island to collect seal skins of 
which we hope annually to send home a quantity of nearly the 
value of a ton of gold if there were only room in the ships for so 
much. But this will not be the case, therefore it may bo necessary 
to despatch the Tulp home with 5 or 6,000 skins in company of 
the fleet. We intend to send the Roode Vos again to Madagascar 
having sufficient goods on hand for the purpose. The result we 
will inform you of. 



In order to sail between this and Saldanha Bay we intend 
building one or two sloops of 10 or 12 tons each, that also the 
galiots may be excused, which will have nothing to do if no 
whales are to be caught and no voyage is to bo made to Madagas- 
car or Mauritius. It is hardly worfli while to keep one merely 
for fetching oil — ^but a galiot would also be too small and not safe 
enough for the Madagascar trade to fetch supplies for the Cape and 
Mauritius. A yacht or flute would be required because of the danger- 
ous seas on the coast, and also for the purpose of waylaying a 
Mozambique ffold prize. On this subject we have also written to 
the masters ; me copy we will send you. We trust that this may 
reach vou in sufficient time to enable you to send us your orders 
with the provision vessel expected from Batavia. We draw your 
attention to the idea of the directors as seen in our copy of 
instructions, to keep here a garrison of 70 or 80 men. Afterwards, 
even before the war with England, they informed us that this 
number would not be sufficient ; they therefore ordered us, before 
the war, to take out of the ships 10 or 20 and afterwards 25 men 
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W, 



Elide soo de waMfich vanghst moöst bij der bant govangeG 
worden souden üooh al meer toe van Boden Bijn maer de wij Ie 
UEd : den tra^n glad aiFsohrijven sullen dat laten berusten alsoo 
die cladderij met de retour sebepen over te senden al te ongelegen 
en r morsigh comen soude op die oostel : ladingen en ; daer toe 
expresse equipagio uijt Taderlant te remonstreren, bonden wij 
te coetel : voor d* Ed : (^omp' alsoo vermits d* Engels© vreode 
dien Groen lantsen traen jegeu woord igh wel weder voor 25 tl 30 
gl : *t qnsrteel in *t Vaderlant te copen is, Invougen ons maer 
voor eerst besigb sullen houden om met -iO a 40 man op *t Dassen 
Eijlant groote partije robhen vellen op to gadoren d^ier wij d* E. 
Comp j aerlijex bQ[ien wel bij ende omtrent een tonne gouts in 
w^ierdijo van over te achioken alsser maer scbeeparuijmte wiis 
daer 't aen maucqueren sal enJe dierhalven de Tidp wel sullen 
dienen met 50 ii 60 C =^ in Comp" van de volgende retour vlote na 
't Vaderlant aff te steeoken: met 't ander galjot de Roode Vus 
eijn voornemeos nooh een nader preuve op Madagasear te doen 
waertoe jegf*n woord igh carga genoegh bij de handt hebben en : 
't öUücea U fc*d ; na desen hopen t' adviseren. 

Eu de om me de eijlanden ende haij van Baldanha bier omtrent 
e bevarcni sijn oook voornemens L a 2 saloupen van 10 a 12 
lasten op te set ton om oock tot ontlastinge deser plaetee de galjots 
mede te excusereo, weleke niet van doen aulfen weaen alsser 
geen walvis gevangen off Madagasear eu : Mauri tiui bevaren 
worden sal weleke een als voren geez : om den traen die der 
mner alleen affoompt niet te pijne waert is maer aengaende de 
traffieque op Madagascar tot provideringe van deso plaetse en : 
Mauritius soude een galjot oook al wat te cleijn en : hasardeus 
vallen» en : dien volgende nootsaeokel : een jacht jen oiïte 
uijt toe van nooden wesen. Vermits het harde storm- 
'aehtigb vaerwater hier omtrent ende oook om met eenen 
binnen Madagaaoar deur op een Mosambioqs gout pnjsjen 
empassant te loeren, &o'\ hoedanigb wij aen d' Ed : Heeren 
Majorea oook sijn adviserende ende waervan UEd : na deaen d' 
affschriflte hebben te verwaohten. Ondertusscheu in hope blij- 
Teudo UEd: deeea p' de Gecroonde Leeuw soo tij del: sal 
toeoomen dat wij hier op UE : nader order met het provisie jacht 
van costij te comen mogen te gemoet aien om ons te dienen tot 
nader ordre. 

Echter evenwel dit nooh p' memorie dat d' Ed : Hrn. Mrs, 
bare eerste intentie volgens derselver aen ons verleende instructie 
is geweest om hier een guamiaoen te houden van 70 a 80 ooppen 
en naderhant p' bare successive missiven al voor den Engelsen 
oorlogb ende eer eenigh ad vijs van ons hadden oock g^ oordeelt 
hebbon (met oEse opinie overeen comende) sulox niet bestant te 
wesen maer dierb.ilven ons ordre gesondon (ah geseijt voor den 
gem: oorloge) tot veisterkcinge eerst 10 k 20 ende naderhant 

c2 
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to strengthen the garrison — the total being far beyond 100 men, 
even before there was an idea of the war breaking out, and much 
less of the seal skins, &e. Upon this the fortress was made and 
will be with difficulty protected with less, even against these 
impudent natives. Nor will the repairs so necessary in a new 
work be easily kept in hand. 



We further refer you to our letter of the 23rd of the month, &o. 

(Signed) J. v. Kirbeb< k. 
F. Vkrburgh. 
In the Fort, 26th Jan., 1655. 



Patria. 

To the Chamber of 17. Sent [)or Mnffden and Ter Schelling and 
DraüA', 



Our last per Tulp dated 22nd April was sent via St. Helena 
with Hon. E. Kemp, giving you a hurried account of aflfdrs here. 



Since have arrived the Goftdsbloem, &c., all of which have been 
splendidly refreshed and proceeded to Batavia. They brought us 
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nooh 25 ooppen te lighten sijnde samen verre over de 100 man ^^^ 
alyoren haer Ed : eenige gedachten hadden op den oorlogh en : 26en Jan. 
yeelmin op de robben veflen, Sio" waer op dan dese fortresse is 
gem^ ende qual : met minder sal oonnen (selffs voor dese brutale 
natie) bewaert nochte oook de reparatien (aen een nieuw werok 
veel vallende) onderhouden mogen worden, p' memorie. 

Dit dan 't prinoipaelste sijnde ten eijnde voorm^ sullen 't hierbij 
laten met hope wij haest wat tijdel : UEd : nader advijs en : 
ordre mogen te gemoet sien ons wijders refererende soo veel desen 
niet oontiarieert aen ons vorige sobrij vens van den 23 deser ende. 

Hiermede, 
Ed : emtfeste, wel wij se, voorsienige, seer discrete Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren. 

UEd. na onse aider oitmoedighste gebiedenisse en : dienstel : 
groete Qode in genaden bevelende. Onderstondt 

UE : oitmoedige en : onderdanige dienaren. 

Was geteijckent, 

JOHAN VAN BlEBEECK, CUdc 

Fredrick Verhurgh. 

Met haest in 't Fort de Goede Hoope, 
desen 26 Januari j, 1655. 



No. 94. 
Patria. 

Aen d : Ed. Hm. Mijn Heeren de bewmthebberen van de 
Qenerale Nederlantse g'ootroij eerde Oost Indische Comp'* tei 
vergaderinge van de 17*" pr. de schepen Muijden, Ter Schellingh, 
ende Draeck gesz : 

Ed : emtfeste, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer discrete Heeren : 

Mijn Heeren : — 

Onse laetste advijsen aen UEd : gedateert 22 April A"" pass pr» 
't galjot de Tulp over St. Helena gesonden willen hopen met 't 
behouden varen van de retour vlote onder d' E : Kemp UEd : 
wel sullen ontfangen ende daeruijt begrepen hebben hoewel in 
haeste gesz : was, den euccessiven toestant van dese plaetoe. 

Sedert sijn hier van 't vaderlant wel aengeweest de scheepen 
Goutsblom, Botterblom, Angelier, Vlielant, Pari, H : Louijse, Dol- 
phijn, Gideon, Bul, Walvis, Ho£f van Zeelant ende Gecroonde 
Leeuw op den Ö**" ende 23 Julij ; 14, 15, 16 ende 30 Augustij 
primo ende 21 September, 24 en : 29 Ootob : ende pri""" Decern : 



27en Jan. 
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1656. your letters of the 19th Jan., I5th April, 15th May and 30th 
7th Jan. ^^^7' ^"^^ ^^^^ ^^^ neoessaries and stores for this plaoe aooording 
to invoice —excepting some wainscoting deals, and a whale boat 
with oars which were not delivered by the GoudMoem and the 
Faddles and pistols which were not landed from the Vlieland, — ^the 
skippers not being able to find them. Would like to have others 
in their place as we require them badly, the wainscoting especially 
for repairing the sloops and other vessels, &c. 



The Haas also arrived here from Batavia via Mauritius with 
rice and other provisions for the Cape. Send you also copy of the 
India board's letter ; how badly we were off for provisions and 
what a godsend the yacht's arrival was, and how necessary the 
rice was, you will gather from our journal and the letters sent by 
us to India. 



In consequence of our necessity, as we wrote to you last year, we 
decided on the 4th May to despatch the Bood^ Vos to Madagascar 
via Mauritius for rice, and with as much of a cargo as we could 
scrape together ; we also requested the Commander at Mauritius 
to add a little to the consignment, but he, aware of the despatch 
of the Haas to this from Batavia with rice, foolishly sent the 
galiot back, notwithstanding his letter that some preliminary 
trade was necessary at Madagascar in the Bay of Antongil before a 
proper system of commerce could be established. Tlie preliminaries 
might have easily been met with the Roode Vos, and he could hardly 
have been sure that the Haas would safely arrive here. Had 
it not, then the little rice obtained by the galiot would have been 
of great service ; nor would an abundant supply have done any harm, 
as the galiot was so near Madagascar and a trial could have been 
made ; the more so, as Commander de Jongh urges it upon the 
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wolcfee al te malen treffelijck venrersoht ende voorts met gesonde 
lui j den na Batavia vert rocken sijn, 

Ende waermede sueees!»i?eli]ek wel beoomen hebban UEd : aen* 
gen amen brieven van den 19*" Januari j, 15 April j 15 Maij ende 
30 Julij beneSens de bijgesondene nodioheden ende provimen 
&c' voor deee plaetee achtervolgende de facture daer van ontfangen 
behalven eenige bladen wagesehoot, wat deelea, een fiisoaijse sloep 
ende riemen bii de Goutsblom ende de oas met eadele ende 
pistolen bij Vüelant niet gelevert alsoo van de sohippera niet costen 
gevonden worden, waeromme gaeroe anderen hadden vetmitd ons 
't wageichot ten hoogste nodioh is tot reparatie van de sloepen 
ende ander vaertuigh &<y\ 

Soo is hier oook van Batavia uver Mauritius aengeweest 't 
jacht de Haee met riJB ende andore provisie voor de Gaep als 
iiijt de neffensgaende copia factura oan beoogt worden 
daertoe ona gedragen alsmede tot de bijgaende copie missive van 
d' Ed: llrn : Üenerael ende Raden van India omme te epeeuleren 
wat deselve haer Éd : aen ona p' d" jaoht gesz: hebben hoe sober 
dat wij doen gestelt waren van mon toosten ende hoe noodigh ons 
dierhalven d" jachb corapste van Batavia was ende dien rijs ons 
te passé quam sullen UEd : uijt on se dagelij ek ate aenteijckeningen 
doorgaens wel vernemen gelijek meede nijt ons sucoesëive advijsen 
&c' gesonden aen d* Ed : Hrn : Generael ende Baden van India 
vervolgens in onse neffensoomende oopïe ofte briefbouek gere* 
gistreert* 

Mits welekö eooberhz : (soo IJEd : A® pass^ vooraz : ons© 
jonghste miaaive preadverteerden, nootshalven oock al vooren 
hadden goresolveert ende ondernomen op den 4''' Maij 't galjot 
de Roode Vos over Mauritius te sen den na Madagascar onimo 
aldaer rijs te halen met soodanigh oargasoen als hier ooaten bij 
den anderen sohrapen ende versochten 't opper hooft van Mauri- 
tius tot vergrootinge daer bij te doen die wetende van de Uaes sijn 
compete herwaerts met rijs voornoemde galjot sonder Madagascar 
aen te laten doen genoeehsaem vruohteloos weder terugh sond, 
ende derhalven eléchtelijck geresolveert had dewijle doch selffs 
schrijft dat eerst wat proparade aen Madagascar in de baaij van 
ABtongil dienst gemaeekt eer men tot eenlgen handel terdegen 
can comen sulokx met dit galjot fraij sonder verleth (ala daer 
doen ter tijt dight hij sijnde) soude cunnen geschiet hebben : oock 
was voor hem qualijck vast te weten off 't jacht deHaes al behou- 
den soude hier comen als wanneer ona bij ^t aohterblijven van 't 
mUe den wetjnigen rijs met 't gemelte galjot apparent noch te 
verwachten in onse soberhetjt treffelijck soude te passé hebben 
gecomen^ in aUen gevalle coste ons den overvloei geen schade 
gedaen hebben, dewijle 't galjot daer soo dighte bij was ende 
sonder versuijm doch een prenve coste genomen hebben temeor 
dewijle denselven namentlijok ^t opperhoof t M&ximiliaen de Jongh 



27 ea Jan, 
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^^' India CoanoQ to send him a yacht for the trade to Madagascar. 
27th Jan. What the Ooimcil decided and ordered iis to do you will gather 
from annexed copy of their letter to us, dated 7th Nov. 



Having sent this galiot to seek for food, it returned from 
St. Helena in the short time of 20 days. We had also sent 
the Tidp to St. Helena with your despatches for the return fleet, 
and when it returned we decided to send it also to Madagascar, in 
case the other did not return hither, that we might get more rice, 
but with orders also to explore thoroughly the whole Eastern coast, 
according to the information of the Jesuit Martini A° 1653, that 
we might be able to know what trade would be possible in those 
parts for the benefit of the Company. After doing the work they 
Were to proceed to Madagascar to explore the whole coast for the 
same purpose and especially to get rice for our sustenance, &c. 



They had to start from St. liucia and Antepera and proceed to 
Antongil Bay, as our instructions will show. The Tttlj) returned 
on the 12th JJec. hst, bringing about 5 lasts rioe and padi, obtained 
in a short time arid at a low rate after it had done its best to 
explore the Eastern coast; but in consequence of the very strong 
hurricane and high seas they had found it impossible to call at any 
one of the places ordered, excepting Morsel Bay, which they only 
touched at with great danger, as the notes of Verbur^h will show, 
end likewise the logs of the skipper and mate which will follow 
hereafter per return fleet. Our opinion is that the Eastern coast 
is impodsible for navigation with small vessels, and that stronger 
yachts are to be employed which would be hazardous as regards 
the expense, unless a Mozambique prize be obtained. This may 
happen, as the Tulp being in the Mozambique channel could hardly 
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aen de Hm. Generael ende Raden van India» doch 'mm^ om 
een jacht tot den handel op voorss^; Madagascar, wat deselve haer 
Ed, daerop hebben goot gevonden ende aen ons g'ordonoeert 
gelieven UJBd* nijt derselver missive van den 7" November (in 
oopie hierbij gaende) to b*oogön. 

Dit eerste galjot dan als Toorsz: dus van hier vooraffgesonden 
hebbende om oase kost te soeoken ende naderhant heel cort 
namentlijok in 20 dagen van St. Helena aff weder tot hier 
comende seijlen, 't galjot de Tiilp met missive van den Com- 
mandeur van de retour vlote voorsz: aen St. Uelena beloopen en: 
UEd: secrete geslooten brieven overgeleverd gehadt) soo resol- 
veerden dat selve meede Dooh na Madagascar na te senden om oft 
't eene niet te recht quam wij met H andere nooh eenige rij 8 van 
daer becomen mochten edoch met ordre om me eerst t' ontdecken 
alle de havenen van de onsten deser hoeck van Goede Hoope 
omme alvooren op de remonstrantie van den Jesuijt Martini j 
A ' 165*i aen ons gedaen eens met eenen 't ondernemen wat overal 
olïte ergens op de gemelte ousten in handel o ff te andere ints ten 
proffijte van d' E. Comp'* mochte te doen offte te verhoopen vallen 
ende naer verriohtinge van dien alsdan over te steeoken na Mada- 
gascar ten eijnde voorsz: ende oock om van boven a£E langhs dat 
ei j laat de gantsche oust meede te ondersoecken wat daer te doen 
aonde mogen wesen^ edoch insonderheijt om rijs te halen tot 
onser gpijeinge &(f van St. Lucia ende Anti pera aff tot de baij 
van AntoDgü inoluijs soo nijt de mede gegeven ende in ons 
voorgemelte copie bouek geregistreerde instructie na te lesen is. 

Welek voorsz: galjot de Tulp door Godee genade dan weder 
hier gereto urneer t is op den 12" Deoemb: pass' meode brengende 
omtrent 5 lasten rijs ende padij in corten tijt ende voor bijsonder 
geringe prijs gebandelt nadat al voren de cuaten deser hoeck ora met 
allen doenlJjoke ijver getracht hadden overal te 
ontdeoken ma^r door dv machiige harde winden 
^ ende grote derjmngen oumogeifjck bemnden eemch 

^Hr<7/j de geordonneerde piaetie ak alken Itjck de Momelbaaij meede niei 
^^B&nder tjrooé perijrkel^ aen te doen soo uijt 't vertoogh ende resolu- 
tien van den ondereoopman Terburgh in copie hier bij gaende te 
vernemen stj, als oook uijt de da^^b registers van de voijages 
gehouden bij den schipper ende stuijrman van voorsz : galjot 
hier na te volgen, al soo die tegen de compste van de volgende 
retour vloote laten elaer maeeken tot U Ëd : nader speculatie 
fiulox dat g'oordeelt wort de cuaten hier b' oosten onmogelijck 
souden wesen te bevaren altoos niet met soodanigh kleijn vaor- 
tuijgh ende daertoe cloeoker jachten te emploijeren op ijdele hoope 
sonde wat cGstelijok mogen vallen ten ware gemeent wiert d* on* 
kosten met een goede Mosambioqse prijse mochte goet gemaeckt 
worden dat misschien wel gelnokte mochte vermits voorsz r galjot 
de Tulp aen de binnen kant van Madagascar weaende qualijck 



1555. 
21 (*n *ïan. 



ctut«ti Oin d« Oo»t. 



27tli .Tan. 



26 

show lts nose without meeting fairly large ships which it had to 
escape from. If it had been a larger vessel it would no doubt 
have found valuable booty — but oil these things are uncertainties 
and we shall say nothing more on this point. 



Agriculture succeeds very well, consequently the ships find 
abundant refreshments — ^but grain does not appear to thrive, so 
that as a rule we shall have to bo supplied from other places. We 
consequently proposed to the India Council to provision this place 
and Mauritius from Madagascar — From their letter of the 19th 
Jan. you will see what they think of it. 



The seal fishery is kept going on Dassen Island with 30 men, 
so thai we already have between 2 and 3 thousand on hand. A 
good deal more will be ready when the return fleet arrives. But 
we do not know how, to get thorn away as the vessels are always 
so overciowdod that they cannot take in more cargo. We will go 
on, however, until the arrival of the main fleet. India won't have 
any oil, and as we suppose that it will too much dirty the return 
ships laden with such valuable cargoes to send any home with them, 
also that it would not pay to send a vessel from Holland purposely 
for the article, we have decided to desist from buroing oil and not 
to commence with whale fishing. We shall busy ourselves with 
collecting skins to meet as far as possible the Cape expenses, — but 
we cannot do this with 50 men, as the India Board maintains, for 
the fort is to bo garrisoned, and agriculture, carpentry, masonry, 
and other work has to be done as we explained in our letter of 
23fd Jan. We therefore like to hear your opinion ; in the mean- 
while we will do our best to carry out the instructions of the 
Council, and accordingly sent with the Gekroonde Leemc 40 men 
away, so that besides 40 sick we only have about 80 men for the 
islands, &c , with whom very little can be done. 
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haer hooft oosten uijtflteeckon off vernamen t' elckens al red eli joke 
groote sóhepen daeree mits hunne cldijne macht doorgaens voor 
vluchten moeten anders als deffeueijff genoegh hadden goweent 
sonde apparent wel redelroke buijt opgedaen hebben edoch eijn 
niiseeckere dingen waerommf otise pen deswf^gen niet verder sullen 
laeten voortgaen. 

Dé culture deser landouwe suecedeert Qode loff heel wel ende na 
wensch invougen de scheepen hier verversinge in overvlo'^t vinden 
maer de granen schijnen gaoBoh niet te sullen willen succederen, 
derhalven hier vau audere plaetsen al doorgaens gullen dienen 
geieeon deert waertoe wij aen d' E. Hm. Generael ende Eaden 
van India hadden voor gestelt Madagascar om me van dat eijlant 
niet alleen de Caep maer oock Mauritius te pro videren wat haor 
Ed : ons daerop g'ad viseert hebben is uijt voorgemelte copie harer 
missive 19'"'' Januarij verleden pr, de Draeck beoomen te vernemen 
daertoe ons gedragen* 

De robben vanghst laten wij op 't Dassen Eijlant met stijlï 

30 man fiterceren euldx^ dnt wij df^ermn ai omlvfmi 25 oft 

30 0= ifd7. in voorraet hebben ende nooh al goet deel meer voor de 

eompste van de te volgen retour aohepon staet versamelt te 

worden maer weten deselve niet wegh te crijgeu vormita deae 

retour jachten soo \o\ gestopt ende belemmert sijn dat se qualijck 

©eu vel cunnea innemen echter evenwel eullea de vanghst ten 

minsten noch contiöueeren tot de oompste van de noch te volgen 

principaelste retour vlot e ende aengaende den tra en hebben d. Ed. 

Hrn. Gtmerael ende Raden van India bij hare gemelte missive 

mede gladt affgesx. Ende alsoo wij wel gissen dat den traen na 't 

v ad criant te sen den pr. de retour soheflpeo te groote belemmfiringh 

efide mor^erij op de costelijcke cargaaoenon maken, ende daer- 

om me uijt 't patrïa expresse eqnlpagie te doen al te oost el ij ok 

souden vallen soo sijn voornemens soo wel mot den robben traen 

^ branderije als oock de walvis vanghst " te supercederen tot TJEd : 

^Bnader ordre ende ons maer bestgh houden om groote quantite 

^Vvellen op te gaderen daer ons dunckt dat de Caepse oncoston 

r rijckelijk uijt gevonden sullen wordon. Maer en oan sulcx met 

^_ 50 ooppen soo d. Ed : Hm, Generael ende Kadeu van India sns- 

^Rte neren om oock tot begettinge van 't fort lantbouwerij, timmeren, 

^^ metselen ende andere wercken dat alleenigh meer ^an noden 

hebben meede te irebruijeken niet geelaert word e a hoedanigh w^j 

haer Ed : bij onee missive van den 23'" Januarij verleden cock 

hebben g'ad viseert ende UEd : advije en nader ordre meede 

gaeme verwachten sullen aonder nochtans negligent te blijven 

omme ondertussohen des Ed : Hrn, Generaels ende Baden van 

Indias ordre][Booj[veel|[eenigï^intBjmogelijck sij|promptelijck na te 

eomen teii welckoo eijude met de Gecroonde Leeuw al omtrent 40 

man hebben gelargeert sulcx ons boven omtrent 40 siecken jegen* 

jordigh maer 80 ooppen tot alles op d' Ei j landen &g* 
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The fort has been finished a long time after collapsing many 
j^^ times in consequence of heavy rains — ^the embankments are now 
much more sloping, being formed of twigs and sods, and to prevent 
the natives from storming it it is surrounded with palisades. We 
are now busy building the houses inside with brick and lime, made 
here. All the wooden houses are perishing fast. At present a 
good-sized dwelling house and store is ready. Next year we 
intend to send you an exact picture of the same — also of the 
gardens, which cover 12 morgen. About that time we hope to 
have everything in such good order that any future alterations 
will hardly be necessary. 



We also intend to build 1 or 2 sloops of 10 or 12 lasts each, that 
the galiots may be dispensed with for saving expenses here, 
especially if the whale fishery is abandoned, for that would require 
a galiot to '^ turn " the animal, and if the communication with 
Mauritius and Madagascar is not to be opened up. . For the latter 
purpose a small yacht or fiute would be required. The sloops 
Defore mentioned would be quite safe and very handy for com- 
municating with the islands and Saldanha Bay. 



At St. Lucia and Antepera silk will be obtainable, as the French- 
men state, and as may be gathered from the silken clothes worn 
by the natives ; should we again send a galiot thither we will make 
further inquiry, and also see whether the people could be persuaded 
to breed worms, which would be very profitable, as our articles of 
commerce sold there are mere bits of rubbish — see Verburgh's 
notes — unless the Company may consider that they will be 
losers should the Frencn also in consequence be encouraged to 
continue their trade on the East coast. 



Ton provided us last year so well with the Ooiuhhloem and the 
otlier ships that we can only ask for the seal fishery, 
3 or 400 good flaying knives. 



2 grindstones. 
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avorblijTOii daer niet veel sal meede ounneo uijtgerioht worden. 
Pr. memorie* 

't Fort is Gode loft langh Yolmaeokt nadat hetselve oock al 
meniehmaleQ van sware regen ingestort oft affgecalft wae dat nu 
met rijs bossen en de eoodea vrij sohuijoder als te vooren opgehaelt, 
mitsgaders om 't overloopen van dese natie met storm palen 
tronteom wel beseth is, wesendo nu besigh om de hui j singe binnen 
' *t fort rontaom al te malen met steen ende kalek (Her gebaoken 
ende gebrant) mitsgaderB daarover nool'* doende wesende, te 
metselen vernüte de opgeslagen hui j sen van de lichte Vaderlantse 
houtweroken (meest verbroeijt eer t hier gecomen is) al te malen 
dapper beginnen te vervallen, sijnde jegenwoordigh al een 
redelijck pack end© woon hui js van steen beeft ende sterok voU 
maeokt waervan UEd : aenstaende jaer de affteijekennige nevens 
oook van de thuijnen &c\ omtrent de 12 mergen begrepen 
pertinent menen toe te senden alsoo ^t daer tegen alles hopen in 
floodanige fraije perfectie te hebben datter alsdan geen ofte i^toos 
gaer weijnigh veranderïngh ofte vermeerderinge sal behoeven 
aangedaen te worden. 

800 sijn wij oook voornemens om l ïk 2 sloepen van 10 4 12 
lasten op te stellen ten eijnde daermede de gal jots souden mogen 
excuseren tot al te meerder ontlastinge deser plaetse ineonder- 
heijt 600 de walvis vanghst sal opgeschort blijven daer anders een 
gal jot om die vis te kenteren toe van noode wesen soude als oock 
wanneer Madagaaoar ende Mauritius ntet verst a^^n wort te bevaren 
tot welck anders wel een redelijck jacht jen off te fluijtje noodigh 
WÜ& alsoo soodanige sloepen als vooren gemelt om d'£ij lauden 
hier omtrent ende de Baij van Saldanba te bevaren doch suffisant 
genoegh ende daer toe oock veel hantsamer vallen sullen. 

Hier vooren hebben vergeten te advijseren dat op Madagascar 
omtrent BL Jjucia ende Antipera oock sijde sonde vallen 
volgens 't seggen van de Francen ende meede te mereken aen 
de sijden cleetjes die d' inwooners daeromtrent dragen ende 
soo wij derwaerts weder goetvinden tot naeder prenve 't 
eene galijot te senden sullen ^t selve eens wat nader onder- 
floecken. Item oock oft die natie tot aeuteelinge soude 
t' animeren sijn, 't welcke seer proffitabel vallen sonde vermits 
de negotie daer doch maer met lompen ende leuren te doen ifl 
als uijt 't rapport van voorsz : Verburgh in oopie hierbij gaende 
te vememen is ten ware tot Comp'' soh&de te vreesen moohte 
wesen» de Francen daer deur te meer sonde g'animeert blijven ; 
tot haerl : vaert b' oosten dese Caep &c\ 

UEd : hebben ons A ' passo " pr. de öoutsblom en de volgende 
schepen van allee eoodanigh versien dat voor dese mael niet 
meer weten te ontbieden als tot de robben vanghst 3 a 400 goede 
vümefisen. 

2 sHjpsteenen* 
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16M. 20 or 30 lbs. glue. 



27en Jan. 



Some steel. 

Some half-round files to sharpen the saws ; also some cloth, 
serge, &o., for clothing for the men. 

Also i-doz. casks fine wheat flour, as the wheat does not thrive 
here. 
The money which passed on to Batavia in the Ter Schelling 
the Council there retained, especially as there was no money 
current here. We intended to pay ration money (salary) to the 
officers, especially the married ones, that the Company might be 
saved the expenses connected with their wives and children, and 
that we might have our hands a little freer, &c. 



On the 19th Dec. a private English ship named the East Indian 
Merchant arrived here, commanded by A. Nyport and destined to 
Batavia. She had been more than 5 months at sea and conse- 
quently had some sick on board. We provided him with vegetables 
and a cow. We made him a present of the lot to make him feel 
his great obligations to the Company. Ue sent in return a hogs- 
head of English ale, a case of distilled water, 1 cheese and 5 or 6 
tongues. Took care that the sense of obligation was on his side. 
Would like to know how in future to treat such visitors. 



We only obtained this year 29 cows from the natives; also 11 
sheep, though we gave for them 3 or 4 times as much as we did 
before. These allies of Herry do not like to part with their cattle, 
and only desire to get what they want from me men of the ships 
for ostrich egg shells and other rubbish. Tney are soon satisfied, 
only caring for a little arrack and some food. For this they show 
us some service by fetching fuel for the cooks, saving our. men the 
trouble, who would otherwise have to go about 3 leagues for it. 
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20 u 30 IK lijm tot verscheijdeü eaodcen to pas comende isö-'i. 
par tij e stael soo voor dato niet geeonden is 27tb~JAti 

Eeïiige haliï roode vijlen om de sagen te scherpen ende weder 
laken chargies &c* tot cleedinge ende versehoninge voor H voloq 
ale voor deeeen* 

Beneffene | dosijn tonnen fijn taruwen meel alsoo de g^aenen 
hier niet ennnen voorteomen tds hier vooren breeder gesz : is. 

't Geit pr, der Sohellingh verbij geraeckt hebnen d' Ed : 

.Heeren Generael ende Raden van India op Batavia ten dienste 

I van de Comp" gebonden ende niet nodigh 

^te'vSSe^^^I g^»°*^t ^^^^"^ berwaerts te reriqueren te meer 

getaeckt. omdat hier nooh geea geit gangbaar was, 

badden anders gemeent en insoQderheijt de 

getroude officianten op oost gelden te stellen om den last van 

vrouw ende kinderen van Comp' bak aff te werpen ende baar 

daer alleen na de maniere van India op té laten leven ende ons 

wat meerder \Tijiohei|t te maeeken &o*- 

Op den 12 Deoemb : verleden ie Hor aengeweest een patticn- 
llier F n gels schip geoaamph d* Oost Indias Marcbiant ende den 
Capt" Anthony Nij poort teiideerende na Banfam hebbende over 
de 5 maenden in zee geweest ende daarom me wat scbaur* 
baijckig© ende piecken opgehadt derbalven hem op desselfïs 
versoeck na genoegen nebben g'aecomodeert met moes* 
crnijden, &ü' uijt de thuijnen tot ververesinge nevens oock een 
koebeest allen 't weloke hem als sijüde ¥an geringe waarde oüde 
voor haer maeckende groote obligatie van Oomp wegen bfbbon 
vereert waer tegens weder een ocxhooft Engels bier, een keldertje 
fit ran gb water met 1 kaes ende 5 a 6 tongen voor de keuoken had- 
de aen lant gesonden, edoob bij ous inaonderheijt wel vereorghl 
dat tij op ^t hoogbste verobligeort sijn gebleven mitsgaders oock 
niet minder geoontenteert hoodanigh UÉd : gelieven in toecomen- 
de met deselve hier aencomende vorders sal gebandelt worden 
sullen gaeme derselver ordre over verwachten om me ons prompte^ 
lijokx na te mogen regideeren : 

De bandelingh met deze natie heeft desen jare gatiseh weijnigb 
beschoot^n alsoo niet meer als 29 stx, koebaesten ende elff sohapen 
van deselve bebben cunn en mijlen niet jegenstaende baer vooreen 
doorgaens wel soo veel gaven als te voren oijt voor 3 a 4, maar hebbon 
Tan dese tronp (llerry's geallieerde sijnde) al van den begin ne dit 
gemerekt dat se niet garen van baer vee alïscbeijdan ende niet 
anders soeckan als haar genoaeen te orijgen van den gemeeneu 
Yoloque van de aencomende schepen voor wat struijs-eij doppen 
en wat lomperijen: vermits haast varsadight sijn, ande hun 
maar om wat tabaoq^ ar acq ende een bui jak vol eten te doen is 
voor 't welcke sij ons oock r edelij cke aocomoclatie doen in 't 
brantbout halen voor de coox tot fraije ontlastinge van ons volcq 
die der andeis al swaran arbeijt om doen onde wel een mijl van *t 
Fort uijt 't geberghte halen moeten. 



3Ö 

1665. Some living more in the interior visited us, but trade with them 
27en Jan. ^^^ much impeded by Herrj's allies, as our journals will show, so 
that in our opinioo, these rogues (really aiders and abetters in the 
theft of our cattle) are the cause that no other natives dare 
approach us, with whom trade would be easy, and from whom 
ivory also might be obtained. We believe that Herry's allies 
profess to be our allies likewise, and only have the right to remain 
about the fortress, and are always protected by us against all 
comers. In this way they keep the pastures for themselves alone, 
for though the other natives show themselves in the neighbour- 
hood, judging by the fires, they dare not come near enough. 



Also we observed that if the others came from the far interior, 
these allies of Herry at once moved off, so that the strangeis as 
wo suppose dare not come to us. What lies Herry tells these 
strangers, we don't know, — though we never saw him, we saw his 
wife and children with our cattle among his allies. We have 
therefore reason to believe that he does as much mischief as he 
can, and that his allies and all their cattle should be gotten into 
our power — the other natives would not mind it, as there is no love 
lost between them, — but the difficulty is to be feared that the 
roads would become unsafe, unless a strong guard of soldiers ip at 
hand. As it is, we have to be on our guard and protect our few 
head of cattle with 10 or 12 musketeers in order to preserve them. 



Our letter book will tell you of our suggestion to the India 
Council to provision the Gape and Mauritius from Madagascar by 
opening up the trade there, and so doing away with the express 
vessel annually sent from Batavia. Their answer is annexed as 
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Van andere natiën dieper uijt 't lant sijn somtijta wel oeuige vor^ 
solieenen moer niet met haere beeld troepen offte Teel vee alB aomtijtB 
maer 1 of 2 : daer dese Kerry's geallieerde bun dan ten eersten dij 
Toughen, ende *t eickens genoeghmme stut in de handel mmckten^ 
jelijck döorgaens in ome dageUjcksê aénteijckeningê om sommige 
yiueUen largo ie ksen is^ eulos dat oneös gevoelens dese 
aebelmen (soobij ons genaempt omdat se do oh hulperfi er de heel- 
ders van onse gestoolen beesten Bijn) oorsaeo^ke fiijn dat geen 
andere hier omtrent derven oomen daer anders seer oivil mede te 
handelen eij endo misschien wel wat oUphants ende zeeooe tanden 
oook van te beoomen weaen sonde, maer wij houden 't (onder 
verheteringb van wijser oordeel) daer voor dat dese voorm : llerrija 
geallieerde d' andere wijs maeoken sij lieden met ons in oontraet 
endo verdragen sijn om geen ander© als huu alleen omtrent onse 
besettinge te dulden, ende als öijlieden digbte bij quamen wij 
haer dan voor d' andere inwoonders Bouden beeobermen^ &o om 
alsöo de wei j den voor hunne beesten ende sohapen hier omtrent 
ftHeen te houden, 't weloke ons genoeghsaem blijokt alsood' andre 
iüwoonders wel hier om ende bij vereohijnea (soo aeu 't branden 
van hun vuijren vernemen) maer niet derven als wel voor desen 
diohte bij oomen. Soo bebben oook in den beginne mede gemerokt 
dat als d' ander© quamen diep uijt 't landt dese schelmen dan 
dat el] jok vertroeken ende nu na© ona gevoelen om voorsz : induatie 
niet derven aencomen ende wat Ilerrij die wij persoonlijck niet, 
maer wel sijn vrouw ende kinderen als meede onse beesten onder 
desen Ëchelmeen hoop vernemen d' andere oook wije maeckt is 
qualijck te raden altoos ten minsten vast te stellen datter geen 
goet maer all© quaet onder werokt soo veel bij emmers can oft 
maeh» 

Invongen onse» oordeels soo heel vreempt niet war© dat men 
dese gemelte Herrijs g' allierde met al haer vee sagb in ons 
ge welt te crijgen, wij hebben 't gevoelen dat haer d' andere sulex 
niet eens aentrecken souden vermits dooh genoeghsaem te 
meroken is dat se ^een fidele vrundeti sijn edoch is ilaertegen 
weder dea© swarigbeijt te vresen dat men alsdan soo heel 
veijUgh niet souden ounnen ofte derven alle wegen pasaeeren 
dan met steroker oonvoij van soldaten als wel nu dat 
men echter meede al naeuw oppassen, ja onse weijnige 
beesten doorgaens al met 10 è 12 nausquettiers bewaren, ende 
wei j den moeten o£F souden ons van deselve al overlangb ende 
't ©lokens weder ontvoert worden, p' adviso. 

In ons briefbouok sullen VEd, sien onse remonstrantie 
gadaen a©n d' Ed : Ht'' (ïenerael ende Baden van Indie 
p' de Qoutsblom, ende Haes omme van hier uijt den handel 
van Madagascar niet alleen de Caep maer oook Mauritius te 
provideren, ende alsoo d' express© equipagie van Batavia op 
d eljlant jaerlijcx moetende geschieden te exouseeren waot haer 

O 
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1065. reoelved per Draaky — would be glad of yonr opinion for oi 
>:th Jan. guidance. 



Our paj and oommereial books, sentences, and charta we hai 
not been able to get quite ready because of the speedy departn: 
of the vessels. Will send them with the next ships. 

In the Fort, 27th Jan., 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebbeck. 
F. Verburoh. 



Last of papers sent to the Council of 17 



No. 1. Original letter as above. 
„ 2. Copy of letter sent to India. 
„ 3. Copy of letters received from India. 
„ 4. Copy of invoice of the Ham from India. 
„ 5. Capo Journal. 

„ 6. Copy of resolution of the Council. 
„ 7. Narrative and resolution given in by Verburg, con 

nected with the voyage along the East Ooast i 

Madagascar. 
„ 8. Private letter from the Cape to the Council of 17. 

Likewise 2 English and one letter (Dutch) from the officers ( 
the Uof to the directors : — 

For Zealand 1 letter. 

„ Enckhuysen „ 

„ Hoom „ 

„ Delft „ and 

,, Botterdam ., 
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Ed. daerop hebben g'antwoort, ^lieven UEd. te sien uijt der- iö55. 
selver jonghst aen ons gesz : missive p' den Draeok beoomen, ende 27eirjan. 
hier neffens gaende op 't welcke oock gaerne UEd. advijs sullen 
verwachten t' onser meerder narightinge in toecomende. 

Onse soldije ende negotie bouokjes, sententien, oaertjens, 
&d'. nu vermits 't haestigh vertreck deser scheepen niet wel 
ounnende vaerdigh ciijgen hoopende met de volgende principale 
retour vloote te laten volgen : nevens ons nader advijs oversulox 
in desen door haestigheijdt mochte vergeten, ende overgeslagen 
wesen des : EOLermeede Ëd : emtfeste, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer 
discrete heeren. 

Mijn Heeren, 

UEd : na onse oitmoedige gebiedenisse ende dienstighe groete 
Gode in genaden bevolen laten. 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope den 27'" Januarij 16Ö5. 

Onderstont, 
UEd : oitmoedige ende onderdanige dienaeren, 

Was geteijckent, 

JOHAN VAN KlEBEBCK. 

Fredrick Verburgh. 



Register van de Pampieren gedirigeert aen d' Ed: Heeren 
Bewinthebberen van de Generale Nederlantso g'octroij eerde Oost 
Indische Comp*" ter vergaderinge van de 17**" voor de Camer 
Amsterdam. 

No. 1. Origineele missive aen opgemelte haer Ed : 
„ 2. Gopie affgesondene missive na India &c". 
„ 3. Copie ontfangen d**" van India successive. 
„ 4. D* faotura van de Haes uijt India. 
„ 5. Kaeps dagh register. 
„ 6. Copie resolutien van de Caep, 

„ 7. Vertoogh ende resolutien van den onderooopman Ver- 
burgh gedaen wegen de voijagie desen hoeck van 
Goede Hoope om ende Madagascar respective. 
„ 8. Particulier briefken van de Caep aen de vergaderingh 
van ir". 
Item 2 Engelse ende een brief van 't Hofs opperhooffden aen 
de bewintheboeren : 
Zeelant , 1 brieff. 
Enckhuijsen, idem. 
Hoorn, 
Delft, ende 
Botterdam. 

d2 
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12tli FeK No. 95. 



luBtructions for the Tulp ready to prooee 1 to St. Helena : — 



As we oannot do without tlie horses and saddles sent to us from 
India per the Weet^py which passed the Cape, for we are much in 
want of timber and fuel, which mnst be brought on in wagons, 3 
leagues from the fort, we decided on the 27th Jan. last to send a 
galiot to St. Helena to fetch the horses thence, and with the help 
of the men of the return fleet, to catch the other horses placed on 
the island by the Hon. Teylingen. 



You shall therefore leave as soon as you can and bring back 
with you as many young pigs and lemon trees not thinner than a 
man's arm, and to be planted here, as you can get. Would like 
you to be back before the arrival of the following fleet. That the 
men may be made wiUing to help you to catch the horses, you 
shall offer 6, 8 or 10 rix dollars for every horse. For this purpose 
you receive 60 Bds at 51 stivers, also some pady to feed the horses. 



In the meanwhile we wish you a pleasant voyage, and give you 
some fuel and a cask of pork to take to Dassen Island. 

In the Fcrt, 12th Feb., 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. KiEHKErK. 



37 



No. 95. 

lufltnictio voor d* Opp©rhooffdcH van 't galjot do Tulp gereet 
leggeade oiume van hier te verseijlen na St. Helena, 

D«wijle wij door H voorbij loopen van den scheepe Wöesp 
weder staen gefmetreert to bUjven van de paerden end© sabele in 
deselve door d' Ed : Hm. Generael end*? Kaden van India voor 
deee© plaetse gesoheept ende dat die ons soo noodigh sijn als 
broodt in den mont prinoipalijck om niet alleen timmer maer oock 
brantbout (om hier omtrent dapper beginnende te manqueren) 
met wagens uijt bos {3 mijlen van *t fort) te hal on aoo hebben 
goet gevonden aohter volgende onse genomen reiolutia op den 27 
Januari j pasn' een galjot meede na St, Helena te eenden » om dMi 
ver bij geraeckte poerden ende ia^lels van daer biet te brongen. 
Iteno. Oöek ta ondernemen off met behulp vau 't voloq der gemeke 
retour jachten de andere paerden (daer nooh si judo opgeset uijt 
de heer Van Toijlinges vloote) mede te orijgen soude wesen om 
di« aUoo te samen dan gelijck herwaertfl terugh te senden : 

Wethalveu sigb dan op 't spoedighste bevorderen suit om 
metten aider eersten 't zee te kieseui ende derwaerts te navigeren 
om het voorige uijt te reebten > ende ooo't met eenen soo veel jonge 
verekens ende lemoen boomtji^s niet dunder als de dickte van een 
mans arm, meed e te brengen tot aenfookinge alhier als sonder 
verieth sal cunnen geichieden alsoo u gaerne tegen de compste 
van de aenstaende nooh te volgen retour vloote weder bier haddea 
ende opdat de luijden voornoemt wat te wilHger mogen wesen 
tf>t het opvangen van de gemelt© paerden, aoo sullen ui : tot een 
premie op ij der paert stellen 6 : 8 : ofte 10 rijcxdaelders ; daertoe 
UI : CO stx» a 51 st" moede geven : Item oock partij e padij tot voer 
voor de pa(>r«len, voor dees tijt dan niet anders hebbende sullen 
UI : tot beslui jt een geluokig© ende spoedige been, ende wederom 
rei j se toe wensohen^ edoch al voren noch gereoommandeert later 't 
gehaelde branthout, ende 1 vat speok empassant aen 't Dassen 
Ifijlant ta brengen voor ons volcq aldaer. 

Iif 't Fort de Goede Hoope^ den U Februari j 1655. 



urn, 

I2m FpK 



Was geteijokent, 



JoHAN VAK KtlBKrOK* 



16Ö5. 
l-.'lli Fe'>, 
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No. 96. 
St. Helena. 

To the Hon. Hubert Lairosse and other officers of the return 
fleet, sent per Tulp. 



As we have reason to believe that the Wecsp has jiassed us and 
is now at St. Helena, leaving us without the saddles, pistols, &o., 
and the horse (all so indispensable Iiere), we resolved on 27th Jan. 
last to despatch the Tulp to you, to take over the things on board 
the Weespy and to see whether the 7 horses left by Hon. v. ïey- 
lingen might not be caught and put on board the galiot. The 
Council, strengthened witli your Viee-Commander Hugo and the 
merchant Volkerts, resolved to offer a premium of 6 or more reals 
for every horse taken on board, that the men might be encouraged 
to catch them, for we highly require them. Kespectf ully ask you 
to assist us in the interest of the Company. 

(Signed) J. v. Eikbeeck. 
In the Fort, 12th Feb., lÜOö. 



We beg that if Jan Kostock, who hid himself in the Com- 
mander's ship, be foimd, he may bo sent back ; his person we care 
little about, but we look to the consequences. 
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10.55. 
No. 96. 12en"Fel.. 

St. Helena. 

Aen d' E : H' Hubert Lairesse, Commandeur, 
ende verdere Opperhooffden van de retour 
vloote, p' 't galjot de Tulp gesz : 

Achtbare wel wij se, voorsienige, seer discrete Heoren , 

Mijn Heeren, 

Alsoo 't retour jacht Wesep tot heeden t' onser leetwesen niet 
vernemen, ende dierhalven vast besluijten 'tselve sal verbij, endo 
bij UEd : aen St. Helena geraeokt wesen, waerdoor wij dan ge- 
frustreert blijven van de cas met sadels, pistoolen &o"., als oook 
't paert voor deese plaetse daerinne, ende ons hier ten hooghsten 
noodigh wesende soo hebben achtervolgende onse op 27'" Janucurij 
pass"* genomen resolutie bij desen aen uEd : affgesonden 't galjot 
de Tulp omme de goederen van voorsz : Weesp over te nemen 
ende met eenen meede te sien off met hulpe van U E : vloots volcq 
d' andere 7 paerden op St. Helena noch sijndo gebleven van do 
Hr. van Teijlmges vloote meede soude cunnen opgevangen ende 
hier gebracht worden waertoe bij resolutie voorsz : versterckt met 
UE. Vice Commandeur Hugo ende coopman Volckersz : tot premie 
voor ijder paert dat gevangen ende aen boort gebracht wort goot 
gevonden is te stellen 6 oft meer realen ten eijndo de luijden wat 
graegh ende willigh iu 't opvaogen wesen mochten alsoo ons 
doselve hier ten hooghsten noodie;h sijn ende dien volgende seer 
dienst vrundeli jok versoecken dat ÜE : doch daertoe de hulpendo 
hant gelieve te bieden waer aen niet alleen ons accomo- 
datie maer oock d' E. Comp' bijsondere dienst alhier geschieden 
Bal desen dan tot geen andero eijnde dienende sullen tot beslui jt 

Hiermeede, 
Achtbare, wijse, voorsienige, seer bescheijdene Hoeren ende 
waerde vrunden UE. na onse oitmoedige gebiodenisso Qode jn 
genaden bevolen ende hortelijck gegroet laten van 

UE : dienstwillige vrunt ende dienaer, 

Was geteijckent, JoHAN van Riebeeck. 

In 't Port de Goede Hoope, 
den 12 Februarij 1655. 

Den persoon Jan van Rostock die sigh van hier op 't schip van 
de Hr. Commandeur heeft versteecken versoecken indien te voor- 
schijn is gecomen dat ons magh terugh gesonden worden niet om 
sijns persoons halve is weijnigh aen gelegen maer om de 
consequentie. 
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No. 97. 



Dassen Island. 
To the Assistant, Jan Woutersen, sent per the Tulp. 



The Tulp takes 3 boatsfull of fuel for you and 1 cask of pork ; 
trust that you may continue the seal fishery untilJune, — will soon 
send you the Roode Vos to take on board the seal skins, and 
inquire how the industry is proceeding, — collect as many as you 
can between this and April, for the return fleet. 

In the Fort, 12th Febr., 1664. 

(Signed) J. V. EiEBEECK. 
F. Verburgh. 



No. 98. 



Instructions for the junior merchant Verburgh and the officers of 
the Roode Vos about to proceed to Dassen Island and Sal- 
danha Bay. 

To refresh your memory merely, you take with you the resolu- 
tion stating why you are sent away. After having done your 
work at Robben IsUnd, you shall at once proceed to Saldanha 
Bay in order to obtain there a good number oi sheep and cows, to 
be carried per galiot to Robben Island. For this purpose 
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No. 97. 

Aen den Assistent Jan Woutersz : 
Dassen Eijlant 

Per 't galjot de Tulp gesz : 

Eersame, discrete. 
Dewijle 't galjot de Tulp gesonden wort na St. Helena soo 1666. 
eenden wij UI: op sijn versoeck empassant nooh 3 boots branthout lOeJ^F^h 
ende 1 vat speck, ende willen hoopen dattet IJl: met de robben 
vanghst ten minsten nooh tot de maent Junij suit ounnen gaende 
houden, echter sijn voornemens eersdaeghs 't galjot de Boode 
Yos te senden om de in voorraet hebbende vellen te halen ende 
daermede dan te vernemen hoe 't sigh met de vanghst ende 
volgende apparentie van dien aenstelt, altoos moet 171: aJle naer* 
stigheijt contribueren om tusschen nu ende April sooveel op te 
gaderen als mogélijck is om die dan met de retour vlote na 
't Vaderlant te senden weloke tegen 't begin van die maent eerst 
staet hier te péisseeren, p^ adviso, ende tot besluijtden Almogende 
in genaden bevolen. 

In 't Fort de Gtoede Hoope den 12 Februari 1654. 

Onderstont, 

jUl. goede vrunden, 

Was geteijckent, 

JOHAN VAN ElEBEKCK OHl 

Frbdrtcq Verburoh. 



No. 98. 



Instructie voor den Ondercoopmau i'redriok Verburgh ende 
vordere OpperhoofEden van 't galjot de Boode Vos, 
gereet leggende omme van hier te vertreoken na *t Dassen 
Eijlant ende de baij van Zaldanha. 

Om wat redenen verstaen is UI: met 't galjot de Roode Vos icen Feb. 
over 't Dassen Eijlant te senden na de baij vau Zaldanha is 
Ui: genoeghsaem bij de genomen resoluties van heden bekent, 
(lierhalven t' uwer narichtingh ende (verversingh van der- 
selver memorie die in oopie meede geven met hooge recom- 
mandatie om in allen gevallen na u verrichten op 't Dassen 
Eijlant ten spoediohste sigh dan voorts te bevorderen na de 
gemelte baij ten eijndo aldaer doch goede partije schapen 
ende koebeesten mooght beoomen ende met 't galjot na 't Robbeu 
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1655. jQ^ tato ^th you 22 lbs. plate and 124 lbs. wire copper, 60 lbs. 
ir.th Feb. tobacco and 1 gross pipes. You may give 4 times as much for the 
sheep as is ordinarily given, as the Company is very much in want 
of cattle. Tou are to give the usual quantity of tobacco as we do 
not have much in stock, a lot having become rotten. The oowa 
are to be bought at the usual rates. When the sheep are sent to 
Bobben Island the herds are to be told to castrate the rams and 
cut off the tails of the ewes, that the breeding be not interfered 
with. Bams when castrated become larger and fatter. We intend 
in course of time to breed Dutch sheep. For this purpose we 
have already placed there a Dutch ram born here. 



You may liberally spend c(>])por for ivory in order to encourage 
the natives to bring more. AVliilst the trade is proceeding you 
must get some birds from the islands, to be saltetl down for the 
men. You take 2 casks salt for the purpose and also for preserv- 
ing " harders " (mullets). Do what you can for the profit of the 
Company and be diligent, &e. 

In the Fort, 16th Febr., 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Bikhkeck. 



No. 99. 



Instructions for the mate Tymon Egbertsz ; proceeding to Dassen 
Island and Saldanha Bay with the boats of the OUphant^ &c. 

t Marth. Not having any fresh meat for the men to be added to their 
vegetables, and the vessels remaining here until Sunday next, an^ 
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Eijlant ende herwaerts laten brengen, waerloe UI : bij desen meede i^*^- 
geven 22 tb plaet ende 124 tb draet cooper, 1 rol van ^0 tb i^^eiTlvb. 
toback ende 1 gros pijpen, mogende wel 2, 3, è '4 mael soo veel 
voor de schapen gegeven worden als d' ordinaire gewoonte plachte 
wesen, aboo d' E. Comp' aen dat vee maghtigh veelo gelegen is, 
ende daeromme cds t' anders niet vallen wil wel rijokelijok coper 
voor magh gegeven worden maer tabacq niet veel meer als ordi- 
naris alsoo daer 't minste wel van hebben door dien veele bedor- 
ven ende verrot is ende de koebeesten moeten voor de ordinaris 
prijs gehandelt worden, ende als de schapen affsent moet UI: ons 
voloq op 't Bobben Eijlant indaohtigen dat se alle de rammen die 
noch redelijck jongh sijn ende 't selve verdragen mogen datelij ck 
lubben ende de ooijeu do staerten affsuijden om mits haer dickte . 
ende groote ^een beleth tot de generatie te geven de redenen 
waeromme wij ordonneren de rammen te lubben is omdat se dan 
te grooter ende vetter worden ende doch rammen genoegh aldaer 
tot aentelingen sijn, oook sijn wij voornemens om metter tijt al 
te malen Hollants slagh daer aen te teelen, ten welcken eijnde 
daer al een HoUantsen ram (hier geworpen) hebben opgeseth — 
pr. memorie. 

Soo der eenige oliphants ende zeecoetanden verneempt mooght er 
oock wel redelijck cooper aen spenderen om haer tot aenbrengingh 
van die coopmansz : oock te meer t' animeren. 

Soo moeten UI : oock overleggen om ondercusschen dat in han- 
delinge sljt met oenen wat vogels van de eijlanden te halen ende 
insouten tot toespijs voor ons volcq waer toe dan oock 2 vaten sout 
mede geven om oock mogelijck sijnde wat herder to vlecken ende 
droegen ten eijnde voors : ende wes meer UI : cunt overleggen 
d. E. Comp" voordelij ok ende dienstigh te wesen sulcx alles ten 
besluijte dan op U naersticheijt sullen laten aoncomen ; ende te 
samen toe wenschen een geluckige behouden heen ende wederom 
reijse. 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, den 16 Februarij 1655. 

Was geteijckent. 

Joh AN VAN ElBBESCK. 



No. 99. 



Memorie voor den stuijrman Thijmon Egbortsz : gaendo met 
de groote boots van de schepen Oliphant, Malacca ende 't Wapen 
van HoUant na 't Dassen Eijlant ende Baij van Saldanha. 

Alsoo wij hier geen schapen off beesten hebbea om de gemelte leu Maart, 
scheepen voor haer volcq te geven tot de oool ende moescruijden 
dagelijoz aen boort gesonden wordende ende om 't volof ter degen 



44 



1666. 
let Murt4i. 



presuming from the long absence of tho galiot that some oattle 
had been obtained, you areas acquainted with the ooasty to proceed 
with the ship's boats to the places mentioned to take on board as 
many sheep as have been obtained ; but if none are to be had, 
then you are to bring as many birds as you can get from the men 
there. If you get nothing you shall call at Dassen Island and 
fill the boats with fresh penguins, cleaning them thoroughly and 
salting them slic^htly. In catching the birds you are to obey the 
orders of Jan Woutersen and allow nobody to land except those 
allowed by him, that the seals be not frightened. 



In the Fort, 1st March, 1655. 



(Signed) J. v. Eiebkeck. 



No, 100. 
To tlie India Council, sent per Malacca and Wapen ran Holland. 



7th March. This accompanies copies of our letters of 23rd and 26th Jan. 
sent per Gekroonde Lock tVj and also the continuation of our Journal. 
On the 28th the Draak and TeracMHng left for Si Helena— the 
next Axj the M^tyden arrived under the Hon. Lairesse. It left 
on 9th Febr. for St. Helena, seeing nothing of the Weeap. Will 
wait for tiie latter there. 



4ft 



:e very«r6eTt ga^l gevonden is lot Sondflgh aenetftende deeelve 
bier noch te laten blij veo. bdo ist dat verstaon is^ gemerokt ons 
gal jot daer soo lange blijft en de dierhal vi^Q te preEixmeren sij 
d' ons© daer apparent wel moohtea wat schapen ©ïide beesten 
gereuijlt ende op voorraet hebben IJl ; kennifise hebbende van 't 
gemelte vaer water, te sen den nae de voors : plaetse met de groot e 
boots van de gemelte 3 schepen omme van daer t« halen soo veel 
sohapen ende beesten als ons volcq in de Baije vaa Saldanha 
moehte gehandelt hebben: ofE bij misainge van dien dan möt 
verse vogels hier te oomen die d' on se op een van d' Eijlanden in 
do voors : Baij siju vangende, weloken volgende den schipper 
Jan Sijnxontss ; UI : aoo vele verse vogels sal overgeven als dunckt 
goet ende wel snit ounnen overbrengen. Edoch soo die daer niot 
te orijgen waren aiilt in den wederom rei j se 't Dassen ICijlant 
aendoen ende dan van daor brongen soo veel verse pegnijns 
ab eleke boot goet sal ounnen overbrengen ten d:en eijnde 't 
selve datelij ck suhoon 't vel aftreokende ende 't grom ui jt ba- 
lende mitsgaders op malkander gesprenght stapelende waartoe 
"DE, de schippers van de gedachte aoheepen sont s allen mede 
gee ven ende in allen gevallen sullen UI. in't vangen van de 
pegaijns promptelijok volgen d'ordre van Jan Woutorsz t ende 
niemant verder op 't lant laten gaen als denselveo toestaet opdat 
dö robben ui et verjaeoht en worden* 



^ de 

HF In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, primo Maert A' 

^^^^ Was geteijekent, 

l 



1655. 



JOHAN VAN RiEBEKCK, 






No. 100, 
Batavia. 

Aen d' Ed : Hrn. Gonvernear^&enerael ende 
fiaden van India, pr, de scheepen Malacca 
ende 't Wapen van Hollant gesz. : 

Ed, emtfeste, wel wijse, voorsienige» seer discrete üeeren. 

Mijn Heer en : 

Desen dient tot geleijde van ons© voorige miflsive gedateert 23 tki Miwüt 
ende 26 Januari j pr. de Gecroonde Leeuw gesonden, n effens 't 
vervolgh onser daghregisters sedert vertreck van d' eobip waer bij 
te b'oogen sij boe dat eerst de scheepen ter Sehellingh ende 
Draeck op 28'" vooraff vertrocken aijn na St. Helena, ende des 
anderen daeghs hier weder g'arri veert 't jacht Muijden met d' E. 
Commandeur Lairesse wclcko dön &' " Feb ; (siende Weesp niet 
oomen) mcede voorts na gemeHe ei j lant vertrocken is met voor- 
nemen omme aldaer den anderen in te wachten, ende dan voorts 



15/5. 
nfareh. 
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The Weenp not calling, has deprived ii« of the horse, saddles, &o. 

We therefore sent the Tulp to St. Helena for the articles and alao 
to see wliother tlie horses left there hy Van Teylingen are to be 
had. Also to bring some pigs, apple and lime trees to be planted 
here. 



After departure of the ships mentioned the Malacca y &c., arrived 
here on the 19th, &c., and the annexed copies will show what the 
directors have written us. Our answers and further correspon- 
dence we shall forward with a following opportunity. 

In the Fort, 7th March, 1655. 

(Signed) J. van Biebbbck. 



List of papers sent to India per Malacca^ &c. 



1. Original letter dated 7th March, 1655. 



2. Copy of letter sent per Oekroomle Leeuw. 

3. Original letter of the Seventeen to the Cape, dated 6th 

October, 1G54. 
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geoombineert na 't Vaderlant te verseijlen. 800 apparent wel 1^6. 
yememen solt uijt neffensgaende sijn E. missive in desen ge- 7enM«arU 
slooten. 

Ende alsoo wij door Wesep verbij loopen van dat paert, ende 
in hebbende sadels fco" weder stonden gefrustreert te blijven soo 
hebben t* galjot de Tulp meede na St. Helena gestuijrt om 
d*\ goederen daer uijt te halen, ende met eenen te ondernemen 
oft de 6 è 7 paerden uijt de hr. van Teijlinges vloot daer opgeset 
meede te orijgen ende hier te brengen siülen wesen, beneffeus 
eenige verekens, appel, ende lemoen boomen tot aentelinge 
alhier. 

Na 't vertreok van voorhaelde schepen sijn hier successive uijt 
't Vaderlant wel aengeoomen de scheepen Malacca, Oliphant ende 
't Wapen van HoUant op 19, 21, ende 22 Februarij. wat de Ed. 
Hm. 17^" ons daer meede schrijven, gelieven XJEd. uijt d' orginele 
hier neffens gaende te b'oogen. 

Ende wat wij haer Ed : pr. de vooraS vertrooken retour 
scheepen hebben gesz: ende met de volgende noch sullen 
schrijvep staet UE : na desen d' affschriften t' uwer Ed : specu- 
latie van toegesonden te worden des desen tot geen ander eijnde 
dienende cort affbreeckende ende Hiermeede 

Ed : emtfeste, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer discrete Heeren, 

Mijn Heeren, 
UEd : na onse alderoitmoedighste gebiedenisse ende dienstige 
groete den Almogende in genaden bevolen laten met toewenschinge 
van geluck ende zegen onder derselver loff waerdige regeringh in 
Comp" saecken. 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope den 7"" Martio 1655. 

UE. gansch oitmoedige ende 
Onderdanigen dienaer, was geteijckent, 
Onderstont. 

JOHAN VAN BiRBEBCK. 

Met deese scheepen hebben 11 personen gelargeert ende sijn 
daertegen gebleven 4 jI 5 impotente. 

Register van do peunpieren pr. de scheepen Malacca, Oliphant, 
ende 't Wapen van Hollandt gedirigeert aen d' Ed : Hm : 
Qouveraeur-Qenerael ende Baden van India. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen deselve haer Ed : dato 7 Martio 

1655. 
„ 2. Copie do. pr. de Oecroonde Leeuw gesonden. 
„ 3. Originele mibsive van de Hrn. 17*" aen den Commandeur 

ende Opperhooffdon van 't Fort de Goede Hoope, dato 

6 Ootob : 1654. 
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1656. 4. Continuation of jonrnal. 

Maixïh. ^' Oopy of resolution taken by the Oounoil of the Port of 

Good Hope. 

6. Sealed letter of Hon. Lairesse to India. 

7. Receipt of 4 boxes of money transhipped from the Mnhrvn 

into the OUphant. 



No. 101. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant Jan Woutersen. 



Miiroii. The Roodc Vos takes the following for you : — 

^ aum arrack. 

1 anker vinegar. 

1 small cask of bread and 

100 lbs. rice. 

The galiot must take in all the skins on hand. Keep the seal 

fishery going as long as possible, as it has to meet as far as 

possible the heavy expenses incurred by the Company. When 

you send back any men you must inform us of the reasons why. 



Nor are we pleased that you exchanged men with Skipper Samuel 
Volkerts, for if the latter had died on his trip to St. Helena, 
liaving no bookkeeper, confusion must have been caused, as the 
men are all registered in the Fort ; besides, it would have become 
difficult for the Company to send any news home to the friends of 
those thus exchanged. Henceforth , be prudent and pass no one 
without his accounts. 

In the Fort, 12th March, 1655. 

(Signed) J. van* Kiembec^k. 



y» 
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„ 4. Vervolgh van Caeps daghregister. ^^•5'^- 

„ 5. Copie resolutie genomen bij den Raet van *t Port de 7^^ ^^^ 

Greede Hoope. 
„ 6. Oedooten miaaive van d' E. Laireese aen d' E. Hrn. 

Generael en Raden van India. 
,, 7. Recepisse van 4 kisten geit overgesoheept uijt Malacca 

in 't Bohip den Oliphant. 



No. lOK 
Dassen Eijlant, 

Aen den Assistent Jan Woutersz : 
Opperhooft aldaer. 

Eersame discrete. 

Wij Benden 171 : bij desen het galjot de Roode Vos weder toe i'^en Maart, 
met wat provision als te weten : 

I aem araok, 

1 anoker asijn, 

1 smal ton broodt ende 

1001b. rijs. 

800 haest deselve overgenomen hebt suit den schipper laten 
innemen alle de vellen die in voorraet hebt, ende hout het met de 
robbe vanghst soo lange gaende als emmers raogelijck is, alsoo 
daeruijt voor eerst moeten gevonden worden d' oneosten die d. E. 
Goxnp' hier jaerlijcx seer swaer sijn dragende, pr. memorie. 

UI: hebt ons de laeste mael weder toegesonden 3 man, moet 
altijt gedencken daer bij te laten weten de redenen waerom. Soo 
gevalt ons mede niet wel dat tegen rchipper Samuel volcq goreuijlt 
hebt fdsoo denselven na St. Helena sijnde volcqs genoegh hadt en 
bij overlijden niet wel oomen soude vermits geen f^uokhouder 
meede gevaren is, ende bij u sijnde luijden haer reeoq : in dese 
fortresse lopen, derhalven alsoo sender reec^: overgaende wel 
errenr ende ingevolge voor d. Ed. Hm. Bewmthebberen groote 
moeijten veroorsaeoken soude om de vrunden in 't vaderlant van 
goede besoheijde te dienen daer deselve haer Ed : hun veele aen 
gelegen laten, derhalven na desen moet voorsightiger gaen ende 
niemant sender reeoq : laten passeeren. Hiermede. 

Eersame, discrete, den Almogende in genaden bevolen ende 
hertelijok gegroet van UI. goede vrunden. 

Was geteijokent, 

JOHAN VAN RiEBEBCK, 

Fredrick Ybrburgh. 
Int Fort de Qoede Hoope den 12'" Martio, A^ 1655. 
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No. 102. 

Instniotions for the Roode Vos, ready to proceed to Dassen 
Island. 

1655. Uiir resolution of to-day states why you are sent again to that 

M ' island, whore you are to deliver our letter and tlie provisions : — 



i aum arrack. 

1 anker vinegar. 

1 small cask oread and 

100 lbs. rice. 
You will take in on your return voyage the skins ready for you, 
and lose no time, that you maj' be here again soon and ready for 
duty. 

In the Fort, 12tli March, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Bikbeeck. 



No. 103. 



Instructions and authority for Jan Wintervogel and his men on 
their intended expedition inland for exploring purposes in the 
interests of the Company. 

15th MniYli. As seven volunteers have presented themselves for an inland 
exploring expedition, and a leader should be appointed for the 
same, wc?, being convinced of the good qualities of Jan Winter 
vogcl, a late Brazilian captain, who lias on foot walked through 
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No. 102. 

Instruolie voor d' opperhooffden van't galjot de Boode Vos 
seijl reet sijnde tc gaen van hier na 't Dassen Eijlant. 

Bij de resolutie heden genomen is 171 : genoeohsaem kennelijok 
de redenen waerom weder na voors : Eijlant wert gesonden, der- 
halven den eersten goeden wijnt snit waememen om daer op 't 
spoedighste te oomen : ende over te leveren onse nevensgaende 
missive aen den adsistent Jan Woutersz : opperhooft aldaer met 
de bijgaende provisie bestaende uijt : 

i aem araok. 

1 anoker azijn. 

1 smal ton broodt en : 

100 Ib. rijs. 

Na overleveringh van 't welcke sigh suit b'ijveren om weder in 
te nemen ende mer te brengen soo veele robben vellen ais den 
selven Jan Woutersz : sal op voorraet hebben sender onnodigh 
eenige tijt spillinge te maeoken ten eijnde haest weder keeren 
mooght omme als dan soodanigen verderen dienst alhier te doen 
als na gelegentheijt van tijt ende saeoken bevonden sal worden 
te behooren : ondertussohen UI : bevelende een geluokige heen 
ende wederom reijse. 

Int Fort de Goede Hoope, den 12*^ Martio 1655. 

Was geteijckent, 

JOHAN VAN BiBBRECK. 



1665. 
12eii Maart 



No. 103. 

Memorie ende commissie voor Jan Wintervogel omme sioh mot 
sijne bij bobbende soldaten na te reguleren op de te doene tocht 
te landewaert in, tot opsoeokinge van ander natiën ende saeóken 
die d' E : C!omp^ dienstigh ende vordelijok mochte wesen. 

Alsoo wij om versoheijden redenen ten dienste van d' E : i5on Mairt. 
Comp*" hebben ^oet gevonden' te laten doen een tocht te landewaert 
in tot opsoeckm^ als boven ende daertoe haer dienst gepresen- 
teert hebben 7 heffhebbers van soldaten over welcke noot- 
saeckelijck een hooft dient gestelt ten eijnde alles met behoor- 
lijoke onjre toe gae ende ^oede dissipline onder deselve 
magh gehouden worden ende wi] op versoheijden goede getuij- 
genisse vernemen verseeckert te sijn van de suffieantie van Jan 
y^intervogel gewesen Gapt* van de Brasiliwen in Brasil daer 
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that country as far as the South Sea, and helped to disooyer the 
silver mines of Minas G^eraes, and consequently did good service 
to the West India Company — It is therefore likely that he may 
do us some good here also, and should there be anything he will 
be sure to find it. He is therefore appointed liead of the 
expedition and to be acknowledged as such. He is to explore 
everything thoroughly and endeavour to bring with him strange 
natives, and further, do whatever may be most serviceable to the 
Company. Is diligently to look for minerals, &c., and keep a 
good journal, &c« 

In the Fort, 16th March, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Riehekck. 



No. 104. 
Batavia. 

To the India Coimcil. 



After the departure of the OliphaHfj &q.^ on the 11th March 
last, the Waj)m van Amsterdam and Domhirgh arrived here on the 
18th. They* had venr few sick or dead on board. The former 
were all restored to health here and again leave, except two or 
three 6l the Wapen — still too weak to go— but in their stead 14 
left behind by other ships have been despatched. The yacht 
takes 4 casks oil. Seven or eight are still in the Tulpy which we 
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deeelve dat lant tot aen de Z, Zee doorwandelt endö ooük de 
iUvermijiieii Tan Cliira helpen opTindea eiide dierhalTeD de West 
Indiaohe Comp' aldaer goeden dienst gedaen heefft, ingevolge te 
eufltinereo eij ons alhier in dese gelegentheijt apparent meede 
goede dienst ounnen doen, ende ijts te vinden wesende oock wel 
opfloeekcn aal bod iet dat wij denselven Jan Wintervogel ateUen 
gêlijck doen bij desen als hoojft van de gemelte partij e 7 soldaten 
wafi^rvoor dezelve hem dan eullen hebben te erkennen ende gehoor- 
aamen als off wij selfFs in persoon present waren blijvende hem 
Wmtervogel wijders bevolen na alles wel naeuw ondersoeok te 
doen ende te sien off eenige vreemde natie opvindende sal onnnen 
meede brengen ende wijders ^t ondernemen wat bij den selven ten 
voord eel e van d' E, Comp mocht e te verhopen wesen, ende inaon- 
derheijdt meede om naersticheijdt te eqitireren na eenige mine- 
ralen iW over all oft ergens int geberghte van allen 't weloke ooek 
goede notitie houden saT om op deseelfe retour ons over te leveren 
ende te beter rapport te mogen doeo« 

Actum in 't Fort de Goede Hoope, don 15'" Martio, 1655, 

Was geteijckontj 

JOUAM \AS ElKBEEtR. 






No, 104. 
Batavia« 
Ajsn d* £d : Urn. Grouvem'-Qenerael ende Kaden van India 
p^ de sohepen Wapen van Amsterdam ende Uomburgh goss : 

£d : emtfeetej manhaffte» wel wijse, vooraienige, seer diserete 
Heeren : 

Hijn Heeren ; 

.Na 't vertreck van de scheepen Olijphantj Malacca, ende soenilmart 
Wapen van Hollant 11 Martio pass*' sijn hier op den 18"" do< 
daef na weder wel g* arriveert nijt Yaderlant *t schip 
't Wapen van Amsterdam van die Kamer ende Domburgh uijt 
Zeelant met weijoigh dooden oft siecken» welcke oock door hier 
becomen ververaainge al te malen gereconvaliBeert bij desen weder 
meede vortreokende sijn behalven 2 a 3 persoonen van 't voorsz; 
Wapen van Amsterdam die noch wat te impotent waren edoch 
tegen deselve weder 14 ooppen uit guarniBOen als gereoonvali- 
eeerde van de voorige scheepen gelargeert, p' adviso. 

In gemelte jacht gaen oook 4 vaten robben traen ende sijn nooh 
7 4 8 leggers io do Tulp die van St. Heleoa retournerende oook 
sullen nasenden dewijle wij der hier meede overcropt aitten ende 
na 't Yaderlant te senden niet dienstigh sonde wesen als vuor 
dato geus: 
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1655. ^iii gend on, as we have an abiindanco here and it would not pay 
30th March. *^ ^^^ ^^y ^^ome. We expect lettere from you every hour. 



In the Fort, 30th March, 1655. 



(Signed) J. v. Riehebck. 
F, Verburoh. 



List of papers sent to India per Wapen van Amderdam and 
Domburghy dated 30th March, 1655. 

1. Original letter to the Council, dated 30th March, 1655. 

2. Invoice of the oil in the Domburgh. 

3. A^ccounts of both ships. 



No. 105. 
Batavia. 

To the India Council, 

sent per Provintie and Phoenix. 



14th April. The Domburg and Wapen will tell you all particulars since our 
last letters — Shortly after, their departure, on the last March and 
2nd April, the ProvinUcy &o., arrived, under command of the Hon. 



66 

Ende aLsoo wij voor dose lijt geen verdere materien hebben ^^^^• 
als Terwachteode dagelijox UEd. nader advijs met de alle uijr aoen Maart« 
teoomen retour vloote soo sullen oort beslui] ten ende 

HiermedOy 

Ed: emtfeste, manhaffte, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer disorete 
Heeren. Mijn He^en, 

UEd. na onse oitmoedige gebiedenisse oude dienstige groete 
Gode in genaden bevolen laten, die Gomp" saecken onder 
derselver loffwaerdige regeringe langhs soo meer wil zegenen. 
Amen. 

In 't Fort de (ioede Hoope, den 30^ Martio 1655. 
Was geteijckent,* 
UE. gansoh oitmoedige ende onderdanige dienaren, 

JOHAN VAN BiBBEBCK, 

Fredrick Verburgh. 



Begister van de paiv.T)ieren gedirigeert aen d' Ed. Hro. G-ou- 
verneur-Generael ende Raden van India tot Batavia pr. 't schip 
't Wapen van Amsterdam ende Domburgh dato 30'" Martio 1655. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen haer opgemelte Ed. datovoorsz. 
„ 2. Cognossement van den traen in 't jaoht Domburgh 

gescheept. 
„ 3. Soheeps reecq: van beijde voornoemde schepen. 



No. 105. 
Batavia. 

Aen d. Ed. Hm. Qouvemeur-Generael 

ende Baden van India, pr. 't schip de 
Provintie ende Phenix gesz : 

Ed : emtfeste, manhafte, welwijse, voorsienige, seer discrete 
Hm: 

Mijn Heeren, 

Hoe sigh de saecken hier tot op onse laeste aen UEd. gesonden uen April. 
advijsen nebben, toegedragen ende wat scheepen uijt 't Fatria 
hier doen waren aengeweest sullen UEd. bij behouden varen 
van de jonghst vertrocken scheepen Domburgh ende 't Wa^en 
van Amsterdam op uit"". Maert ende 2"^ April van hier verseijlt 
hebben ounnen vernemen, sedert sijn hier cort daerop uijt ons 
Yaderlant weder wel g'arriveert de scheepen, jachten oude öuijten 
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1655. p Sterthemius, Councillor of India, whom we informed of our 
14th April, sdfairs and who will be able to give you all particulars, besides 
what is contained in our joumab ; we annex our letter also to £he 
Directors sent per Hon. Laireese. You also receive the journal of 
the 7 men sent out to explore the interior, it will appear that we 
require about 10 or 12 mules which could easily be obtained from 
the coast (P of Ooromandel), and sent per return fleet for use inland, 
to carry provisions and goods. Cattle will no doubt be found in 
abundance as the more distant Natives are afraid of coming nearer, 
in consequence of Henry's allies from whom we can obtain nothing, 
whilst all the rest are very manageable. Mules are therefore very 
necessary, and Herry's allies should be got into the power of the 
Company, with their cattle ; which could be easily effected without 
shedding a drop of blood, or the necessity of fearing that the 
other Natives would mind it. They may at first be somewhat 
timid, but their confidence would return and the oapttured cattle of 
the watermen would be a sufficient stock to provide the vessels 
from, besides the vegetables, which are abundant, and if fresh meat 
were obtainable it would be so much better as' cattie is cheaply 
bought ; we stated this to Hon. Sterthemius who will give you 
more particulars. 



FroTititic^, Piienix» Koukercken, Maeoht vaoEnckbuijeen, Blom- 

mendael ende Coningh Davidt op 2"" en «i"" deses Iqpende maents 
April onder de vlagge eode 't eotamaudo Tan d' E. Hr. Pieter 
Stertemius^ Baad van India overoomende pr. 't doorhaalde schip 
de ProTentie ixl 2je6lant ende naderhant ap den 9 " oook de 
Gabel j au van Bataria, mitsgaders 11'" ende 13"* d". volgende uijt 
Zeelant der Qoee ende P. Willem welcke voorsz : sijn E, wij 
onsen ommoelagb &c\ in alles hebben gecommunioeertj die 
derhal ven UEd : in 't largo mondelijek rapport Bal ounnen doen 
daer aen ona tan principalen refereren akmede tot one dagh^ 
registers vervol gh» neifens deeen ia handen van voorgemelte 
eijn E, gaende daer t' Uwer Ed : speculatie oook bijgevought 
hebben de copie onser jonghst aff^esondene missive aen d' E, 
LI ra. Mrs* pr, d' E, Lairesae na 't Vaderiant om me o&uk uijt te 
raogen sien wat wij aen haar wel gedachte Ed : sijn adviBeeiende* 



■ 



dageliiok&e oenteijoke- 
~ t lant geflonden 



Bij d^en gaot oock in copie seecker 
uinge gehouden bij 7 p^reoonen door ons m 

fewees^t tot opftoeckinge van ander natie &€", uijt 't weleke 
lEd. sullen cunnen begrijpen dat ons wel bij Bonder nodigh 
ware 10 n 12 esels van de kust redelijck wel te becomen ende 
over te eenden in toeeomende pr. de retour vlole omme hier meden 
te landewaert in te reijsen ende viotualie te dragen mitsgaders 
ooopdr, tabaeq ende ander coopman@:i^ : tot verhandolinge van vee 
apparent aldaer op soodanige manier abondant te orijgen sullende 
wesen vermits de in H land gevonden inwoonden niet tvel derven hier 
emien omdat Rerri/^a geallieerden hier altijt om endê bij met haer 
ree blijven leggen daer wl/ gamch niet afhandelen mmnen^ ende 
(ï* andere tot *t ^ehe bijzonder wel genegen ende vrij dril bevinden ^ 
Bulcx dat partije esels ten eijnde voore : hier op 't hooghste nodigh 
sijn ende voorhaelde Herry's g'alEeerde nootsaeckelijek eent 
BuUen dienen met al haer vee in Gomp" macht genomen daer alle 
dagen cans genoegh toe is sonder flatter sonde behoeven een 
droppel bloets gestort offte te vreesen weaen d'andere inwoonders 
ie landewaert in haer snlcx eens souden aen treoken mochten 
misBohien 't selve verstaende wel wat boschroomt sijn voor eerst 
maar dat soudt metter tijt wel te helpen wesen ende ondertusëchen 
d, E. Comp' uijt d^ aenteelinge van voorn: Herri j 's g'allieerden 
vee genoeghsaem ounnen bestaen de sobepen beneffens de aert 
ende thuijn vmchten treiïelijek te ververschen hoewel sul ex mot 
de gemelte vmcbten jegenwoordigh oook genoechsaem ende heel 
wel geschiet, ma er alhier 't versse vlees van koebeesten ofite 
sdiapen bij was^ soude het noch BOt> veel te beter wesen, vermits 
diü) vee doch goet ooop genoegh te handelen sij hcedanigh wij 
mijn Heer Startenius voormelt met goede redenen hebben aenge*- 
weeën ende ingevolge op deaselÜs behouden ovcrcompste (dat 
Godt jreve) DEd. larjr< 



voren dan blijven gedragen* 



largo sal cunnen bedeelen, daer toe onB als 



lien April. 
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We therefore ask for asses which would be very serviceable aud 
some horses. One may be placed in each return ship, and this it 
would not be necessary to repeat. Much work could then be done 
as ozen are not to be had. 



What we have written to the Masters regarding the trade in 
Madagascar, you will gather from our copy. 

What we intend to say further will be in accordance with your 
statements received per Kabeljomc on the 9th instant. Copy to 
follow. 

The Titlp returned from St. Helena on the 10th with two horses 
and saddles carried past in the JFeesp, as we stated before. We 
intend to send her back to Madagascar for another trial, if found 
fit for the purpose. The Eoode Vos will take in a cargo of skins 
for the fatherland as no room will be found in the return ships for 
such a quantity, so that no vessel is left at our disposal for com- 
munication with Tayouan (Tai way-Formosa). 



The Hof ran Zeeland having complained of the drinkwater, as 
becoming impure because of its being led around the gardens, and 
consequently causing sickness among the crews between this and 
Batavia, we beg to state that you are wrongly informed by 
those Avho have not taken the trouble to make a personal inspec- 
tion of the course of the water. Be assured that we take care to 
have always pure water as one of the great requirements of the 
Company. Some seem bent upon making wrongstatements in order 
to find an excuse for passing the Cape for St. Helena. We have 
observed and said so that such people have themselves to blame 
for the impurity of the water as they allow their men to wash their 
dirty linen above the spot whence drinkwater is drawn, and if 
they are addressed on the subject they become angry and talk all 
sorts of bad things behind our backs. But in order henceforth to 
prevent all such complaints we have forbidden by placcaat all 
practice of this nature and ordered for washing purposes another 



■ 
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Ter&oeckeii dierlialveii s^er dienstelijck op 't sendeD vau eenige 
esela horwaerts doeh mooht gedaelit worden d. E. Comp" sal der 
hier ter plaetee bijsondereu sohoonen dienst van ounoen treekeii 
Tooniamentlijck ten eijnde voorsz. Item oook noch eeuigö 
paerden die emmers de retour Bcheepen elck maer een wel coite 
overbreiigeo» 't weick oook maer voor eens soude te doen weseo 
ende veel werex mede gedaeo worden» want oseen sijn van d^ 
inwoonders niet tt3 handelen derhalven ong oitmoedigh versoeck 
aen UEd : noohal blijft om paerdea beneffena voorsz: esels. 

Wat wijd. E* II m Majoreaoortelijek hebben gesohre ven wegen 
den handel op Madagascar ^e"" siülen UEd. uijt de voorgemelto 
oopie cimnen b' oogen daer toe ons refereren. 

Ende wat wij noch over dat poinot vorder menen 't adviseren 
BTillende apparent meeat accordeeren met UEd. ad vijs pr. de 
Cabeijauw op 9 " deser beoomenj staea UEd : de oopie hier na van 
te beoomen. 

AengadBde de 2 galj'ots daervao ia ^t eene namentlijok den Tulp 
op den 1 0^" deser van Öt. Helena getoumeert met 2 paerden ende 
de eadels met Wesep v erbij geloopen gtiweest ala voor dato 
g'adviseert *t welok voornemens aijn na Madagascar tot nader 
prouve ende onderhoudingh van dien handel te senden, verstaende 
fioo 't daertoe weder bequaem g*oord©elt wert ende de Eoode Voa 
wart met vellen geladen om die thuija te brengen vermits wij in 
de retour scheepen geen plaeta aullen crijgen ounnen altoos voor 
soodanige groote qnantiteijt niet, soodat ons geen van beijde 
bij blijft om tot het Tajoaans vaer water derwaerts te senden. 

Aengaende ^t drinck water daer insonderheijt die van 't Hoff 
Tin Zeelant over hebben geclaeght dat vermits om de thuijnen 
geleijt wort, eenighe viiijligheijt aoude aen aigh treoken ende 
dierhal ve oorsaecke sijn geweest van sieckte onder 't volcqtuBecbeu 
hier ende Batavia aijn voorseker, mijn heeren^niet danabsive ende 
frivole rapporten apparent van sulcke die noch niet eens ter degen 
weten o ff te te pijn e waert hebben geaobt te apeouleren hoedan igb 
het water sijn loop heeft, UEd. gelieven wel verseeckert te sijn 
dmt wij alsDO goede éorge dragen om suijver water te honden als 
eenige andere nodighe saecken voor d ' B. Comp' uiJt te rechten : 
maer 't is apparent sommige maer te doen fluleken rapporteren van 
't water te geven om daerop oorsaeck te nemen de Oaep 
verbi] ende maar ten eersten na St. Helena te loopen, aoo 
hebben wij oook gemerokt ende wel geseijt meede dat sij eel Sa 
oorsaeok sijn van dat het water wat trubbel wort, mits dien 
sij haer voleq boven etrooms laten haer vuijl linnen wassen 
ende plaasen wa erover dan sommige goede halsen door haer al te 
naeu aentreckolijck humeur van ode aougeaproocken sijnde quaet 
worden ende aohter rugge niet dan alle vuijl snap voeren maer 
wij hebben om al suleke dachten meer voor te oomeu 't wassen in 
de drinck water spruijt bij plaooaet nu verboden ende ander plaetae 
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1655. gpQt in ^{jg canal running beside the Port. We are fully convinced 
14th April» ^** ^^' Hulst has given other evidence on the subject, and Mr. 
Sterthemius whom we told and showed everything will give you 
other information than some young skippers (possessed of more 
audacity than discretion) have done in our absence, from personal 
spite. We therefore leave the matter in the hands of Mr. 
Sterthemius. 



Most of the sick left here are well again and have been sent to 
Batavia, except a few who are to be sent to Holland, by your 
orders, and discharged. The same will be done in the case of the 
widow and children of the late Surgeon Jan Pendre deceased 
between this and Batavia. 



We hope that the P/vmx te Pa<ird has arrived safely — it did not 
toucli here. The return fleet will not be in want of refreshments. 
Those that were here could not complain, as Mr. Sterthemius will 
tell you. We only want beasts and sheep for reasons which 
Sterthemius will communicate. We did not land any of the 
Mauritius supplies as you requested — That island and uï\a place 
might be provided from the Madagascar trade as we shall state 
more fully to the Masters. 



The copies we shall send you hereafter. 

This goes open with Mr. Sterthemius besides the annezures 
mentioned according to adjoined Ust per the Proventie — also a 
duplicate per the Phoenix of the same contents. 

Not wishing to bother you further in your serious business, &c. 

In the Fort, 14th April, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebebcr. 
F. Verburgh. 




aengeweflen m de opruijt die beneifeus ^t loit loopt, wij houden 
ons Dock verseeokeit dat Mij o Heer Hulst onder getuijgeuisae ¥an 
OBB doen overgebraoht heeft ende sal Mijn Heer Starthenius die 
wii\ geliick vooreeijt ooek alles gecommunioeert end© laten beeien 
heöbeni tJ. Ed r meede wel ander rapport daervan overbrengen als 
sommige jonge schippers (van meerder moedicheijt als etatioheijt 
beseten) uijt particnliere paaeie daer men selffs niet bij i& verkeer^ 
delijek wel doen waeromme ons aen 't rapport van gemelte sijn 
Ed: in alles öook sijn gedragende^ ende omme Ufid. met geen 
onnodige erhalen meer t' importuneren desen oook derhalven oort 
affbreec^ende. 

De aieoken daer wij meede beladen waren sijn nu al meest 
t^areconvaliBeert met de voorige scheepen voorts na Batavia gelar- 
geert behalven eenige weijnigen die na UËd. ordre op de retour 
vloote verdeelt na 't patria sullen laten varen ende d* Ed. Comp" 
ontlasten, Hoedanich oook XTEd : ordre sal worden aohtervoloht 
met de vrouw ende kinderen van de Chirurgijn Jan Pendre 
tnsaehen Batavia en r hier overleden. 

De Prins te Paert is hier niet aen geweest willen hopen oostij 
echter wel sal g 'arriveert sijn omme over dese plaetse de retour 
vloote te mogen navolgen, 't sal voor hem alleen hier aen ververs- 
einge niet manq neren gelijck de voor desen menighte aengewesene 
■öhepen desen jare oook niet ontbroooken is soo door mijn heere 
Sterthenius meede wel tal gerapporteert worden een U jok blijft het 
maer haperen aen beesten ende schapen om redenen voorsis : ende 
door gedaohte sijn E> UEd, omstandigh te bedeelen, 

Mauritius provisien sijn na UE. bevel van ons t' eenemaele met 
vreden gelaten ende on vermindert gebleven, d eijlaut soude mis- 
sehien ttijt den Madagascarsen handel nevens oock dese plaetse 
wel eunnen begorght wordeu daer in ons schrijven aen d' Urn. 
Mrs. largo sullen over adviseren ende UEd : d' affsohrifften als 
geseijt na desen toesenden. 

Desen gaat in handen van Mij uheer Siïtertheniiis vnorsz : open 
beneffens de voorhaelde annexe papieren achtervolgende 't bij ge* 
Vü^^ghde register p' *t sohip de Proventie ende noch een dubbeld 
p' 't schip den Phenix van desen selven inhoude. 

Dit dan tot geen ander eijnde dienende ende omme UEd, oock 
niet al te veele in deraelver wightiger besoignes 't importuneeren 
sullen voorts affbreeoken ende Mermeede Ed : emtfeste, manhaffte, 
v^elwijse, voorsi enige s er be&ohet|dene Heeren^ 

Mijn Heeren, 
UEd : na on se aider oitmoedignste gehiadenisss ende dienstighe 
groete Qode in genaden bevolen laten» 

In't Fort de Goede Hoope, den 14"' April 1655. Onderstont 

DEd. oitmoedige ende gansoh onderdanige dienaren» was ge- 
teijokent, 

Jan VAN' RiBïiKEcKen: Frbdbick Verburgh, 



14«a April| 
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1665. Ligt of the papers in bands of the Hon. Sterthemius, Couftcillor 

14th April. ^^ India, and directed to the India Council. Sent per 
Proventie: — 



No. 1. Original letter to the Council, besides a duplicate per the 
Phcenix, dated l4th April, 1655. 

„ 2. Copy of letter written from the Cape to the Seventeen, 

dated 27th January, 1655. 
„ 3. Continuation of Cape Journal after departure of the 

Oliphnnty &o. 

„ 4. Notes kept by the seven Explorers. 



„ 5. Placcaat for removing the nuisance of defiling the 

drinkwater. 
„ G. Ships' Accounts. 



No. 106. 
Batavia. 

To the India Council. 



loth April. The Goes takes this and also 8 leaguers oil transhipped fiom the 
Tulp^ and the last in stock. No more will be sent unless the 
Masters insist that the whale fishery shall be carried on for 
providing India with oil. Having written per the Proventie^ &c , 
under the Hon. Sterthemius not long ago, ie.^ on the 15th instant, 
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Begister van de pampieren in handen van d' E. Hr. Sterthenius, ^^^* 
Baet yan India, ongesloten gedirigeert aen Ed : Hm. G-ouvemeur- ^4^^ ^p^j 
Generael ende Baden Tan India tot Batavia p* 't Bohip de 
Provintie. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen opgemelten haer Ed. neffens 
een dubbelde p' de Phenix geslooten gaende ende ge- 
dateert 14 Apnl 1655. 

„ 2. Gome d"" van de Caep gesz : aen d' Ed : Hm. l?*"" dato 
27 Jannarij 1655. 

„ 3. Vervolgh van 't Caeps daghregister eehouden na 't ver- 
treek van de soheepen Oliphant, Malaooa ende Wapen 
van Hollant 

„ 4. Dagelijokse aenteijckeninge gehouden bij de 7 persoonen 
die 't lant ingesonden sijn geweest tot opsoeokinge van 
andere natiën &o'. 

„ 5. Plaooaet g'emaneert tot redres van 't bederven des 
drinokwaters. 

„ 6. Soheeps reeoq : van oncosten. 



No. 106. 



Batavia. 

Aen d' Ed : Hm : Qouvemeur-Generael ende Baden van India 
pr. 't jaoht der Goes gesz : 

Ed : emtfeste, manbaffte, wel wijse, voorsienige, 
seer besoheijdene Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren, 

Desen gaet j^r. 't jaoht der Goes tot geleijde van 8 leggers traen loen Apr 
bij ons noch sijnde ende laten oversohepen uijt 't galjot de Tulp 
achtervolgende 't oognossement hier bij gaende sijnde 't laetste 
daer wij nooh meede beladen waren sulox dat na desen geen meer 
sal geaonden worden ten ware d' Ed : Hm. Mrs. bleven persis- 
teren bij derselver ordre tot de walvis vanghst weloken traen 
apparent dan voor India souden moeten gesonden worden edoch 
sal ons daer van den tijt hier na wijser maecken, ende alsoo wij 
oort voor desen hebben gesz : met d' Hr. Sterthenius pr. de Pre- 
ventie, Pheniz, Maeght van Enckhuijsen, Ooningh Davidt, Blom- 
mendael, en : Koukeroken op den 15*'' courant van hier vertrocken 
snlox ons voor jegenwoordigh geen stoffe meer overigh sij anders 
^Is dat de Cabeljauw op dato meede sijn affscheijt hebben gegeven 
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1656. ^e onn Qnly add that to-day we have also despatched the Ktthcfjauic 
loth April. ™^ Maiiritiu» to Ceylon, &o. 

In the Fort, 10th April, 1655. 

(Signed) J. van Riebeeck. 
F. Verburg. 



List of doouments despatoKed to India per Qoch S 



No. 1. Original letter to the Council, dated 18th April, 1655. 

„ 2. Invoice of goods shipped in the Goes, 

„ 3. Ships' accounts of the Qooh and Kabeljauw, 



No. 107. 
Batavia. 

The India Council. 



27th April. After departure of Ooeti and Kabeljouw the Parel^ &c., arrived 
on 21st April itom India, under command of Hon. Van Goens 
who will give you all particular^. 

In the Fort, 27th April, 1665. 

(Signed) J. v. Bieheeck. 

F. VERBURfm. 
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om na UBd: ordre sijn vorder te doene reijse over Mauritius na ^^^• 
Geijion £0" te vervolgen soo sullen tot besluijt loen Ap 

Hiermeede 

Ed : emtfeflte, manhaffte, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer bescheij- 
dene Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren 

UEd : na onse alderoitmoedighste gebiedenisse ende dienstige 
groete Gode in genaden bevolen laten. 

In 't Port de Goede Hoope, den 10 April 1655. 

Onderstont 

UEd: oitmoedi^ ende gansch onderdanige 
Dienaeren was geteijokent^ 

JOHAN VAN BlEBBBCK On : 

Frbdrick Vbrburgh. 



Register van de pampieren pr. 't ja(;ht der Goes gedirigeert aen 
d' Ed : Hm. Gouvemeur-Qenerael ende lladen van India tot 
Batavia. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen opgem^' haor Ed : gedatteort 
18" April 1655 
yy 2. Cognossement van 't gesoheopto in de jacht der Goes. 
yy 3. Oncost reecq : van do scheepen der Goes ende Cabeljauw. 



No. 107. 
Batavia. 

Aen d' Ed: Hm. Gouvom''-Generael ende Baden van India p** 't 
sohip Prins Willem gesz : 

Ed: emttestOy manhafte, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer discreete 
Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren, 

Na 't vertreok van 't jacht der Goes na Batavia ende Cabeljau 27on Ap 
na Mauritius ende Geylon respective uijt dese baij op den 21sten 
deses loopende maents April sijn hier ten selven dage, Gode loif, 
in goede ordre uijt India weder wel g'arriveert de scheepon Pari, 
Prinoes Boyael, Dolphijn, GKdion, Henrietto Louijse, Ter ïoolen 
ende Dordrecht onder 't commando van d' E. Hr. Van Goens, die 
UEd. 't voorgevallene sijner E : voijagie ende dat Breda ende 
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List of papers sent to Indii, dated 27th April, 1665, per Prinf; 
Willem :— 

ifió6. jjq I Original letter dated as above. 

27th April. » 2. Original letter sent per Goes to the same, dated I8th 
April, 1655. 
„ '5. Invoice of the oil in the Goes. 
„ 4. Ships' accounts of the Prins Willem, 



No. 108. 
Patria. 

To the Chamber of Seventeen. 



28th April. A sevcnfold copy sent per Parel^ &o. 

Per the return ships Draak, &c, which left on 28th January and 
9th February for St. Helena to meet the Weeap, we sent a seven- 
fold copy of our letters — two for Amsterdam and one for each of 
the other Chambers, dated 27th January. We gave a brief and 
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Goningh van Polen nooh achter sijn wel apparent largo sal bedoelen ^^^ 
waeronune wij desen oock dus oort affbreeoken. Uiermede, 27eQ Ai 

Ed: emtfeste, manhafte, wel wij se, voorsienige» seer discrete 
Hoeren. 

Mijn Hoeren, 

UEd : na onse aider oitmoedighste gebiedenisse onde dienstige 
groete Qode in genaden bevolen laten. 

In't fort de Goode Hoope, den 27"° April 1655. 

UEd : gansch oitmoodige onde onderdanige dienaren, 

Was geteijckent, 

Jan van Bibbbbck onde Fredrick Ybrburgh. 



Register van de pampieren gedirigeert aen d' Ed. Hm. Gouver- 
neur-Generael ende Baden van India tot Batavia, dato 27 
April 1656, pr. 't schip Prins Willem. 

No. 1. Origineel brief ken aen haer gedachte Ed. dato voorsz. 
„ 2. Do. pr. 't jacht der Goes aen deselve haer Ed. dato 

18 Aprü 1655. 
„ 3. Cognossement van den traen in der Goos. 
„ 4. Beecq. van onoosten van Prins Willem. 



No. 105. 
Patria. 

Aen d' Ed. Heeren MijnHeeren de Bewinthebberen van de 
Generale Noderlatitse g'octroijeerde Oost Indische Oomp^ ter 
Yergaderingh van de 17'*" pr. de schepen Pari, Princes Boyael, 
GKdeon, Dolphijn, Tertolen ende Dordrecht, seven dubbeld 



Ed: emtfeste, groot achtbare, wel wij se, voorsienige, seer discrete 
Heeren : 

Mijn Heeren. 

r' de retour jachten, Draeck, Der Sóhellingh ende Muijden op 2»en A; 
19, 24, ende 29 Januari j uijt India successive hier .aengeweest 
mitsgaders 28 do. ende 9 Februari] wederom vertrocken na St. 
Helena om aldaer Weesp (dese rheede niet hebbende cunnen ofite 
willen aendoen) in te wachten ende dan voorts gecombineert na 
de havenen onses vaderlants te seijlen hebben wij (JEd. p' onse 
daer met gesonden 7 dubbelde missiven namentlijck 2 voor 
Amsterdam ende d' andere Camors elck een gedateert 27 Januarij 
pass* bijna van alles (edoch cort) advijs gegeven ende beneffens 

r2 



pril. 
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full account of everything and Bent a copy of our journal, 
resolutions and letters despatched. The papers which we could 
not then get ready we send now. 



The order from India to reduce our garrison to 50 men and our 
reply you will gather from the copies sent. We declare that with 
such a small number the place cannot be protected against the 
natives who are little to be depended upon, and that it will be 
impossible at the same time carry on agricultural pursuits, and do 
the necessary repairs. Not less than 100 men are required even 
if the seal fishery be also stopped ; as will appear from below. 



1 commander and 2 boys • • . . . . . • 3 

1 junior merchant and 1 boy . . . . . • 2 

1 sick comforter and 1 boy assistant . . . • . . 2 

1 master-at-arms and 2 corporals who are at the same time 

masters, workmen and superintendents . . . . 3 

Smith and assistants . . . . . . . . 3 

Drummer . . . . . . . . . 1 

Huntsman and boy . . . . . . . . 2 

Cook and boy for the table, which iè large, because of the 

presence of the officers of the ships . • • • 2 

The same for the men . • • . . . . . 2 
Chief and junior surgeons and assistants, for the many sick 

generally landed from the ships . . . . . . 3 

1 gunner, who is also quartermaster of the vessel . . 1 



Butler and boy . . . . . . . . • • 2 

vJooper •• •• .• •• •• ••J. 

For agriculture and maintenance of the gardens, covering 
fully 12 morgen — 2 men for each morgen; little 
enough, as no smaller area should be cultivated if the 
ships are to have enough. The workmen also are to 
be looked after • • • • • . • • 24 
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dien (tot Bader speculatie) bij gevoucht ons gehouden dagh 
register, resolution en afgesondeno missiven &or sijade (als bij 
Yoorgemelte missiven geroert) de vordere pampieren (te weten 
negotie ende logie bouckjens, sententien &" doen ter tijt niet 
cunnen vaerdigh worden vermits deselve jachten onverwacht ons 
800 VToegh op den hals quamen ende oock seer haestigh in hun 
▼ertreok na Bt. Helena waren, sulcx dat de gemelte pampieren 
ende dependentien bij desen gaen als p' register hier bij gevoeght. 
Hoedanigh d' Ed : Hrn : Gouverneur-Q-enerael ende Baden 
▼an India van gevoelen sijn ende ons oock g'ordonneert hebben 
't guamisoen alhier tot op 50 coppen te besnijden, mitsgaders 
wat wij daerop hebben g'antwoort, &c'', sullen UEd : uijt de copie 
van over ende weer met de voorgemelte jachten gesonden cunnen 
Voogen ende verclaren wij dat niet mogelij ck sij dese plaetse selffs 
voor dese brutale menschen seer weijnigh te betrouwen wesen can 
bewaert ende met eenen oock de lantbouw ende nodige reparatie 
&cr onderhouden worden beneden de hondert coppen als de gansche 
robbenvanghst &c^ noch oock al gostaeckt wordt soo OEd : uijt 
d' onderstaende calculation claer cunnen beoogen als namentlijok : 

1 Opperhooft ende 2 jongens . . 

1 Onder Ooopman ende 1 jongen 

1 Siecken trooster ende 1 jongen 

Adsistenten • • • • . • • • 

1 Capt" des armes ende | dat oock werckbasen ende 

2 Corporaels van de soldaten j oppassers met een sijn 
Smith ende knechts 
Tamboer 

Wiltschut ende jongen 
Koek ende joneen voor de taeffel die vermits d' aenco- 

mende soheeps officianten 't haerder ververssinge 

daer acces aen hebben ai redelijck groot valt 
I>*. voor 't gemeene volcq 
Opper ende onderbarbiers onde jongen op 't minste ten 

aensien van de veele siecken hier doorgaens van de 

scheepen verblijvende 
1 oonstabel welcke met eenen quartierm' van 't vaer- 

tuijgh is 
Meicker ende wasser, &cf. 
Bottelier ende jongen 



28en A pi: 
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2 

2 
o 



3 
1 
2 



2 
2 



Cuijper 

Tot den lantbou ende onderhoudinge van de thuijnen 
stijff 12 mergen begrepen voor ij der mergen lants 
2 man sijnde sober genoegh ende dient oock minder 
lant niet bebout suilende d' aencomende scheepen 
(veel verslindende) haer genoeghen crijgen als 
wanneer oock al naeuw op de wercklieden mede 
dient gelet of 't wort echter al veel versuijmpt . . 



l 
1 
2 

1 
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1665. pQj. protecting the sheep on Robben Island . . . . 5 

28th April. 

Sawyers and watchmen in the forest, 3 miles (Dutch) away ; 
this will have to be continued for some time still, as all 
the wooden houses are beginning to decay, having been 
built of damaged material. Consequently ever^'thing 
has been renewed with lime and brick. Serviceable 
beams are to be had from the forest but the labour of 
getting them is heavy . . . . . , . . 12 



With 2 wagons for fetching the wood from the forest 

Carpenters and boys at the fort 

Masons and headmen at present 

For defence of the redoubt Duinhoop . . 

Armed herds for the cattle— at least . . 

For sentries at the gate 



6 
6 

18 
2 

12 



Total soldiers and sailors . . . . 120 

All these have to do the work required daily, and besides have 
to stand on guard every night — neither soldier nor sailor being 
excused. It is therefore evident that no smaller number of men 
will suffice. And if it is to lemain so that the men are to work 
by day and stand guard at night they will find it a very miserable 
arrangement, and the Cape will become an object of terror to 
them. A good number of slaves from Madagascar would therefore 
be very opportune and might be fed on the poor food obtainable 
here. This would be of great service to agriculture and not a 
little relief to the Netherlanders ceaselessly in harness. Nor does 
it please us every day to hear of the complaints of the men, and 
though at present food is plentiful, the men do what they can to 
get away to Batavia, to be delivered from the hard work and get 
to a place where money is current and they may enjoy themselves 
at an inn, like common people are inclined to do at all times. 



When the Hottentoos do not feel inclined to fetch wood our 
tired men are obliged at night when their work is done for the 
day to go for it themselves, fully a league from the fort. This is 
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Op 't Bobben Eijlant tot bewarioge van de soliapen 
aldaer fraij en de beter als bier aeoteleode ende 
groaijende 

Houtzagers als wacbthouders in 't boB, 3 mijlen yau liier 
noch al een wijl suilende moeten gecontiuueert 
worden vermits al de houten hui j san saer beginueu 
te vervallen om dat *t Vader lant se hout daer se 
affgemaeckt sijn eer 't hierquam al meest verbroeijt 
wasj waeromme oock nu alles raet bier gr-baeken 
steen ende gebrande ealok vemieut ende de haleken 
daer toe heol beqnaem ende sterok uijt gemebe hos 
edoch met a waren aibeijt gehaelt woiiien 

Met 2 wagens na 't gemelte bos om 't bout te halen 

Timmerlieden eudo knechts aen 't fort 

Metsol aers on de o p perl ui j den noch voor eerst 

Bi] daogh tot bewaringe van do redout Üuijuhoop 

Met roers in *t velt alle dagen om de beesten te Ie 
bewaren seer nootsaeekelijck endo ten minsten 

Geduijrigh bij daegh op schiltwacht ende in de 

poort heel noodigh . . . . * * 5 

Somma soldaten en matroosen « * 120 

die alle dagen van den morgen tot den a vont haer nodigh werck 
al hebben onde oock bij naohte tie wacht moeten waernemen sonder 
dattar ij mant matroos noch eoldaet g' excuseert 
ofte wercken ende dierhalven bij deaen wel te 
hier met minder coppen niet wel cao gaende 
ende soo dat altijt sal dm j ren dat de lui j den 
eoodanigh moeten arbeijden ende des nachts 
waernemen sal 't voor deceive te verdrietigh vallen ende de Oaep 
haer geduijrigh als een achrick in ^t hooft leggen daeromme goede 
partije slaven van Madagaaear (wel te beoomen) hier tretlelijck 
sonde wefien ende voor de sleohte oost maer te houden sijn, tot 
grooter dienst aen den lantbou ende andersints mitsgaders geen 
oleijne ontlastinge van de Nederlanders die een geduijrigen arbeijt 
vrij moeijelijok valt ende voor ons oock niet min heoommerlijck 
aUe dagen te horen het clagen ende kermen van deseive daer over, 
ende Mhoewel sij hier d' onbesoTghde cost jegen woord igh 
genoeohsaem tot nootdruft hebhen soo wort het hij de gemeene 
luijden soo niet verstaan ende soeokt ij der maer voort na Batavia te 
sijn soo om van den arbeijt verloet als om te wesen daor geit 
omgaet daer sij 't hert somtijts in de herberge eens mogen ophalen 
boedanigh den gemeenen man doch alte malen geuatureert sijn, 

Ende als de Hottentoos de bolworm veelt ijts rijden dat se voor 
de coox geen branthout halen wiUen» moeten ons voleq na haer 
gedaan werck des avondts ooek met alle man "t selffs halen wel l 
mJjl van 't lort heel van 't geberghte 't weloke bijsonder moeije- 



wordt van wacht 
speculeren dat er 
gehouden worden 
als tot noch toe 
oock de wachten 
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1656. yQpy hard, and therefore we strive to keep on the friendliest terms 
28th April. '^^ these rascals, though we have no end of trouble and abuse 
from them as may, e.g., be seen from our notes of 10th Feb. The 
number of men mentioned is therefore necessary to defend 
the Company's property, besides doing the work urgently 
needed, and if this nation were more cunning they might destroy 
all our gardens and prevent the progress of our work. May God 
not pve them so much intelligence. It is, however, necessary to 
prevent the collapse of the works here by not reducing the number 
of the garrison, as the natives are already mentioning it that some 
of the earlier arrivals have been despatched to Batavia, and we are 
not so strong as we were, also that when no^ships are in the Bay 
they could overpower us as the men are all scattered and unarmed. 



Though this may be all talk, it is as likely to happen as the theft 
of our cattle. Daily they affront us when we meet them and we 
are few in number — with less than 40 or 50 men we dare not go 
out with safety — so that none would be left to guard the fort if the 
duties are to be carried on. We therefore hope that the India 
Council will see the force of our plea and that you vrill understand 
that we are striving for the best interests of the Company, and 
send us the necessary orders accordingly. In the meanwhile we 
will do our best 



With 30 men 30,000 seals may annually be caught, and if the 
skins bring in as much as hitherto, the costs here would be easily 
met and the Company have its garden produce, &c., here for 
nothing. 30,000 skins would fetch 40,000 guldens, and taking the 
garrison at 100 or 110 men — a number quite sufficient if the mason 
and carpenter work is once finished — the Company would only 
have to pay annually for each man 18 or 20 guldens ; but should 
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Ujck valt ende daeromme doese schelmen al te meer te vmndt 
TQoeteD houden niet jegenstaendo ons alle dagen van deselvo vi^ele 
hoon emaedt ende overlast gesohiet, boo in onse dagelijckse aenteijc- 
kenïnge doorgaens wel te sien is, ende insondorlieijt onder dato 10 
Februari j hoe weijnigh sij lieden oockte vertrouwen iijn ende dierhaU 
ven *t gemelte getal voloq wel nodigh tot bewaringe van Comp* om- 
meslagh alleen was boven 't wetek datter gedaen wort ende ingevalle 
dese natie slim genoegh was souden als ons thuijo ende meer ander 
werck cunnen beletten ende vernielen, edooh willen hoopen haer 
Oodt de Ileere sooveel verstant niet geven sal, echter is niet 
quaet dat men toesiet ten eijnde met al te groote besnijdinge van 
gtiamisoen de wel begonnen ende al fraij florerende saeoken alhier 
niet weder verachtert worden, want de voors; inwoonders sedert 
eeiuge tijt herwaerte wel hebben weten voor te geveB si ende datter 
van 't oude volcq somtijt» eemge voorts na Batavia gaen dat wi] 
soo sterck niet aijn als te voren ende wanneer der geen schepen 
leggen wel raed souden weten ons te overvallen vörmits veele volcx 
bmjteti 't fort hier ende daer op haer werck ende Bonder geweer 
sijn, ende offe hare prate rij en roissehien soo heel seer aenneraent- 
Ltjck niet on schijnen soo soudet echter soo wel onnnen gebeuren, 
ak ons de beesten ontstolen sijn, ooek soo derven sij ons wel 
degelijck affronteren als wij bij haer wat onsterck oomen, sulox 
dat wanneer wij ergens gaen, ten minsten sonder een getal van 
tnssoben de 40 ende 50 coppen niet derven ui jt gaen, ott souden 
oos wel degelijek oen voordeel affsien ende overvallen ende watter 
dan tot bewaringe van 't fort blijft is als voren wel te calculeren 
ende diens volgena oock genoegh saera te begrijpen dat 't voorige 

fetal volox tot 't een ende' t ander hier nodigh sijn, derhalven willen 
open d' Ed, Hr. Genorael ende lladen van India met ons sohrij- 
yens ende calculatie p' de Gecroonde Leeuw gesonden sullen 
geconten teert blijven, mitugaders IJEd. met ons bij deeen voorslagh 
oock wei begrijpen 't selve ai et anders te wesen als 't geene ten 
meesten dienste van d' Ed, Comp' ia streokende, echter versoecken 
oitmoediglijek UEd: op desen even wol soodanige verdere ordre 
gelieven te stellen eude ons te laten toecomeu als UEd. beter als 
wij met ons cleijn begrijp cunnen oordeelen te behoren suilende 
ondertusaehen niet nalaten allen mogelij oken vlijt tot 't een ende 
't ander te contribueren. - 

Ende aengaend© de robben vanghst oan met 30 man alle jaren 
wel omtrent 30 C= vellen opgegadert worden welcke in't Yaderlant 
dan renderende ala voor desen soo sullen de Oaepse onooaten daer 
fraij mede uitgewonnen worden ende de Ed. Comp' al de ververssïnge 
ende acoomodatie voor hare schepen alhier in overvloet voor niet 
hebben want 30 C= vellen souden mogen halen stijff 40 C^ gl r 
ende genomen 100 ti HO coppen {daer ment fik ^f mempien ende tim^ 
meren deaea jare gedaen is fra^j mede mude cunnen waêrnemen 
oosten d' E : Comp* met cost ende al op *t hoogste 's jaers 18 oft 
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1655. tJiQ ordinary profits be charged for the goods consumed by the 
isth April "ïö°> there would be a surplus of 20,000 gl., for which a yacht or 
flute might be obtained to trade with Madagasoai* for provisions 
for oureelves and Mauritius, and so leave Satavia excused, ac- 
cording to our letter to India ddted 14th Aug. last. 



And as we would like not only to secure profits with the seal 
fishery, the only source at present, but also to communicate with 
Mauritius and Madagascar, we thought that it would be good if a 
proper yacht or flute witli 12 or 14 pieces were sent to us about 
Januar}^ or February to be despatched to Tristan d'Acunha, so 
that it may be back again with the required information for the 
return fleet. Hence it may proceed to Madagascar and Mauritius. 



The galiots are too weak and small for this purpose. The yacht 
may bring from Madagascar off and on as much rice as will enable 
us to supply Mauritius and also ourselves. A large number of 
slaves may also be obtained, whose cheap food would enable us to 
keep agriculture and seal fishing going, besides a lot of wages 
would be saved. Accordingly with such a yacht as mentioned 2 
or 3 different kinds of work could be done — the exploration of 
Tristan da Ounha, the trade with Madagascar and the provisioning 
of Mauritius, whilst the present galiot could be relieved. 



QaliSts are too small for the seas in the regions mentioned and 
too weak to cope with the French who trade at Madagascar and 
are not to be trusted. 



A good prize might also be obtained about Mozambique, and the 
yacht might on its return therefore be ordered to sail between the 
island and the mainland. 
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So C= gl r de Terb^fligeDde materialen geetelt tegen de wioeten 
op de manufacturen die 't volcq op reecq : gegeven worden soo 
souden noch etijff 20 C--gl: overechieten voor welck overacliot 
wel een ja'^btjea oft fluijtjen soude ounnen gesooden worden omme 
Tan hier met oenen oook den handel op Madagascar waer te nemen 
tot provideringe voor ons ende Mauritius ende alsoo Batavia van 
k die expresse equipagie g'excuseert te laten, als bij onse propositie 
r pr. missive van deu 14'^' Augusto aen d' Ed : Hr ; Grcnerael ende 
Kaden van India gedaeo ten deelen te beoogen sij, 

Ende akoo wij gaerne ons beste souden doen omme niet alleen 
met de robben vanghst dat vooreerst noch maer voorvalt d' E« 
Comp dese plaetse bui j ten belastinge maer oock tot eeuige over- 
winste te brengen ende bovendien voorhaelde eijlant Madagascar 
©nde Mauritius ten eijnde voor melt oock te bevaren soo is *t dat 
wij hebben gedacht (edoch onder verbeteringe van UEd : wi jser 
oordeel) niet vieempt soude wesen dat van 't Vaderlant een 
beqnaem jacht jen offte Ütiijtals voorez: met 12 a 14 eUieken 
herwaerlB wierd gesonden, ende dat met oït omtrent de kermis oft 
herlfts scheepen : ten eijnde H selve hier omtrent Januarij oft 
Februari] verschijnende, alsdan de principaelste tijt nochtans 
aentreffen omme na UEd : intentie de eijlanden van Tristao de 
C unha te besoeüken ende voor de retour vloote hier kerende, 
UEd: noch met deceive advijs daer van toe te sen den mitsgaders 
dan T^ijders van hier te gaen na Madagascar ende Mauritius 
voonz : tot welcke vaert de gal jots doch te cleijn ende insuffiohant 
Kjo, vermits 't crappe vaerwaler, met soodanigh jacht dan 
oock van 't gemelte eijlant Madagascar tngsehen wijl** soo ve#*l 
tijs miBscbien sonde te handelen wesen dat wij ende Mauritius 
tisaêmen daermede jaerlij< x genoechsaem cunnen geprovidecrt 
worden ende beneffens dien wel soo veele slaven dat daermede 
voor de slechte oost alleen de robbeuvanghst ende lantbou alhier 
BOude mogen gaende ende soo veel te minder gagie winners hier 
gehouden worden, invougen met soodanigh jacht jen offte fluijt 
alhier 2 a 3 dubbelden dienst sonde cunnen worden gedaen als 
namentlijck d' ondeckingh van Criatao de Cunha» den handel op 
Madagascar ende 't pro videren van Mauritius, mitsgaders ooek *t 
hier si j nde gal jot g' excuseert. 

Hoedanigh ende oock gfen minder jacht offte fluijtjen tot de 
gemelte vaert nodxeh vereijscht niet alleen omdat de gal jots te 
leijn tot dat va or water ; maer oock te insuffisant ende niet de- 
lf encif genoegh sijn om de Fran een te wederstaen die op Mada- 
>gascar varen ende weijnich te vertrouwen vallen* 

Ten imderen soo fioud men met soodanigh jachtjen misschien 
oock wel een rodelijck prijpjen mogen opdoen omtrent Mosam- 
bique tot noch meerder sonLtcs van d' oncosttn ten welcken eijnde 
men 'l selve van hier a if in de weerom compste Tan Madagascar 
barwaerta soude ounnen ordonneren binnen deur te loopen. 



'l^ou April. 
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ibSb. rj^Q yacht annually required at Batavia for provisioning Maii- 

iSth April ritius might be done away with, as no ebony is any longer cut, and 
whatever is required of this nature the yacht might annually bring 
hither to be taken away with the skins by the return fleet. 



The expenses caused by such a yacht woidd be compensated for 
by the costs saved by no longer sending an extra ship to Mauritius, 
besides it is also evident that we may expect the value of about 40 
or 50,000 guldens in seal skins, and perhaps more. 



Provisions from Madagascar would be obtained for bad and 
cheap wares, and this would also save and be a comfort. 

A good number of slaves would be obtained. This would 
enable you to discharge a good number of paid labourers and keep 
them at agriculture and seal fishing. 

Some slaves might also be obtained for Batavia at a nominal 
figure. 

The ebony annually required by the Company at Mauritius 
might also be taken in by her, and she might perhaps also capture 
a Mozambique prize. An eye could also be continually kept on the 
proceedings of the French and English at Madagascar, &c. 

The return fleet would be less encumbered and would only have 
to bring for Mauritius and ourselves, some arrack and clothing for 
the men. We have therefore brought these points forward that 
you may consider them and give your orders accordingly. As a 
yceht is annually despatched with provisions from Batavia and 
returns empty, the expense is great, and therefore one should be 
sent hither that we may provide ourselves from the Madagascar 
trade, and also Mauritius. We have spoken so fully, that the 
matter may be thoroughly considered. 



In our letter of the 8th last we stated what wares were acquired 
for the Madagascar trade. 
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Ënde sonde daermede dan oock cunnen g'exouseert worden d* '655. 
expresse equipaf^ie ende oncosten van een jacht dat nu jaerlijckx 28en"April 
van Batavia op Mauritius om den rijs principael moet afFgesonden 
worden, de wij Ie datter doch geen ebbenhout meer gehackt wort 
ende als 't d' E : Comp' hout van doen hadt, cost het jaerlijckx 
met voors : jachten hier gebracht ende dan in de retour vloote 
neffens de vellen voorts al met eenen mede na 't Yaderlant 
gesonden worden. 

Invougen tegen d' oncosten die d' E. Comp' jaerlijckx van soo- 
danigh jaohtien offte fluijt te senden sonde comen te dragen weder 
als voorsz : can g'excuseert worden d' expresse equipagie van een 
jacht uijt India op Mauritius ende verhaelde galjot alhier dat 
malcander wel quadreert, bovendien is apparent te verwachten de 
waerde van omtrent 40 d 40 C= gl : aen robben vellen oft mis- 
sohien wel meer. 

De provisie voor dese plaetse ende Mauritius uijt den Madagas- 
carse handel voor sleghte ende geringe coopmans : dat oock al uijt 
wint ende soulageert. 

Goede partije slaven voor Idem omdaertegen oock tot noch 
meerder onÜastinge eenige gagp[e winners te excuseren tot de 
robben vanghst, ende lantbou &c'*. noch al noodigh sijnde. Item 
oook misschien wel partije slaven voor Batavia schier voor niet te 
beoomen. 

t' Ebbenhout van Mauritius dat d' E : Comp' jaerlijckx geliefde 
t' eijssen ende misschien als voorseijt oock wel een Mosambicqs 
prijsieDy mitsgaders bovendien oock 't gestadige oogh op der 
Franoen ende Engelsen doen aen Madagascar &c". Als wanneer 
dan oock de retour vloote jaerlijckx van Batavia te min belem- 
mert ende maer sonde behoeven voor ons, ende Mauritius beladen 
te worden met aracq, ende eenige weijnige cleden oft lijwaten 
&c*. voor 't voloqs verschoninge derhalven wij dit aldus hebben 
goet gedacht te remonstreren, omme bij U Ed : wijders op gede^ 
fibereert, ende g'ordonneert te worden als na derselver wijser 
oordeel bevonden sal worden ten meesten voordeele te behoren. 

Ons dunokt altoos (onder correctie als voren) dewijle doch 
jaerlijox een jaoht expres van Batavia met provisie gesonden 
moet word^i, t welok alsoo costelijck als uijt 't vaderlant valt te 
meer dewijl 't doch ledigh weder na Batavia keert dat daertegen 
wel een jaoht uijt 't Fatria comen ende hier gesonden worden, 
can onune als voors : uijt den Madagascarsen handel ons selSs 
ende Mauritius te provideren pr. memorie, ende dus largo gestelt 
omme met redenen pro et contra op te mogen werden gedelibe- 
reert, mitsgaders ingevolge sulcx beslooten ende aen ons g'ordon- 
neert als u Ed : sullen goet vinden ten meesten dienste, ende 
proffijt van d' E : Comp'' te behoren. 

Ende wat ooopmans: tot den Madagascarsen handel van 
noodigh sijn ende uijt 't Yaderlant sonde dienen gesonden 
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1666. "We will neverthlofis repeat the list. 

28th April. 



Some flat tliin iron staves, like thick leaguer hoops. 
4 or 5 oases of different kinds of beads as descrioed by F. 
Verburgh last year. 

Some pocket looking glasses. 

10,000 needles, among them some sailmaker's. 

Some strands of cut crystal beads \ 



Obtainable in the 
Neurenburg shops. 



Large imitation blood coral, round 

and oblong 
Large imitation blue beads 
Some bad scissors and razors. 
Large round copper beUs and small ones. 
These are the only thinge. that we know that we must get from 
home, in course of time we will have more experience. 

In case you grant us a yacht, Os Meilaon d'auro and Eio den Reys 
may in passing be examined, but in addition we should also have 
one or two fast sailing sloops for those places and Madagascar to 
explore all nooks and crevices and find out what trade may be 
opened. They might be placed in pieces on the yacht and put 
together in therbay of Antongil, or a fine one might bo obtained 
from Mauritius, but for this we must have special authority as the 
Commander there might care very little about our order, not being 
under our jurisdiction. 



Our letter book will tell you what we wrote to India regarding 
the connection of Mauritius with this place and our reasons for the 
same. 



As no ebony is any longer taken from Mauritius, and the 
garrison has consequently nothing to do, the India Council has 
reduced the number of men to 30, the remainder to be employed 
elsewhere. Should therefore any more ebony be required sufficient 
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In de Neurenb 
winokels te 
booomea. 



in on^ misBive van A" pass' gemelt eohter sullen di© 

evenwel in qualite en quantite hier noch bijvoegen, deeelve eijn 

dan ende sonden voor eerst uijt 't Patria van doen wosen als te 

weten : 

I JSeoige platte dunne ijsero staven als dieke logger boepen, 

^^ 4 è 5 Caasen met alderbaude eoralen insonderheijt sulox als 

^H bi] 't vertooobjen van Sr. Verburgh ende onse missive vaa 

^^ A" paas"^ gemelt i§. 

Partij boeak ende Neurenburger spiegeltjes. 
10 C= naelden, daer onder partij e seijlnaelden* 
, Eenige kettinghs oft maeengeslep : cristal 
^K Groote fauee bloet corael rond ende langh- 
^" werpigh, 

d' blauwe CoraleD. 

Eenige sleohte scheeren eiidesoheermessen. 
Groot e ronde oopere bellen en d" sehellötje&» 
dewelcke ende uijt \ Vaderland te vorderen weten noch maor bekent 
sijn, suil end e mettertijt wel meen) er ervaringe becomen worden. 

Ende suo *t UËd dan goet vinden om ten fine voor melt soo- 
danigh een jacht te st-nden sonde men empassaut noeh wel eens 
mede wat nader ondersoeck op Os Medaos d' Auro eude Eio des Eeijs 
cunneti laten doen maer dienen oock daertoe als mede aen Mada- 
j^ascar wel een snedige stoep oft 2 te hebbeu om alle gaten uijt 
emde in te mogen Icp&n ende snuffelen wat overal oft ergens 
moobte te doen vallen é," welok in d" jacht gesloopt co et e mede 
comen ende in de baij van Autougil aen Madagascar voorts opge- 
set offte wel een van Mauritius f ra ij pemaeckt ende georegen 
worden omme die dau al daer te laten maeoken wij ooek nootsaecke- 
lijck souden dienen vei-sien met speciale commissie ofte authori^ 
atie anders mochten misschien d' opperhoofden van die plaetae 
yermitfi onder de Caep niet sorteren haer aen onse daer toe gevende 
ordre weijnigh gelegen laten p'. memorie. 

Wat wij verders bij ïnissive van den 14 Augusto 1654, p'* de 
Qoutsblopï ende haer gesz ; aen de Kd : Hrn* Generaelende Eaden 
van India op die saken ^U oock om als dan met eenen Mauritius 
cnder dese plaetae te treeken ende bevaren hebben geremonstreert 
gelieven UEd ; in ons oopie houek bij de gemelte oopie in't lange 
te beoogen. 

Hiermede eeuighsiuts mede comende op de saeeken van Mauri- 
tius hebben gemerckt dat dewijle daer jegei: woord igh geen ebben- 
bont meer gehaelt wort ende al dat volcq daerdoor maer ledigh 
gaen ende der halven die bcÊet tinge van dat Eijlant d' E Comp' al 
wat costelijct valt d' Ed : Hra. Generael ende Raden van India 't 

Êuamisoen aldaer tot op 30 coppuu uu over de 60 sterck sijnde 
tteu besnijden omme daerdoor veele onnoodige oncosteu van 
gmgif^wnmers ende cost eters itc" *t excuse ren ende op andere 
plaetae t' employ eren wanneer UEd: dau wederom eijsch geliefden 
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16.S5. n^en oould be drawn from the ships here and sent to that island for 
2SthTv|ril- f^Ui^^g ^nd Collecting the timber. When enough has been ob- 
taineil the men could be for^-arded to India where there is always 
a scarcity of hands. This would be better than leaving them idle 
as is the case now on the island. But things won't mend as long 
as the Batavia store rooms are overcrowded with wood and your 
requirements remain so limited. 



The reduction of the garrison will diminish the quantity of 
su|»plio8 n?quired, as the island is full of fish, cattle and other fcxxl. 
The small supply required could without trouble be sent from this, 
and Batavia relieved of the extra annual vessel. 



Both the stations could be supplied from the return ship, and a 
small lodge could be built on Madagaanar in order to obtam thence 
our supplies. This would excuse Batavia from the obligation 
of sendmg us suoh heavy articles as rice, cadjangb, beans, 
&c., and perhaps secure for it some slaves also to be sent 
on both the outward bound ships; besides those kept here 
for agricultural work and the seal fishery. By this arrangement 
about Mauritius all the supplies kept hem for us might be saved, 
and we are sure in a>urse ot time of being able to supply the three 
places with what Mauritius alone consumed. We also trust to 
obtain much from the Madagascar trade in the diape of rioe, &o., 
as well as from our gardens, so that both Patria and India would be 
reeved of the labour of supplying us. We trust that the Mada- 
gascar trade will supply us with almost everything for the three 
stations, excepting oU, >inegar and arrad:, &c. The Madagascar 
slaves besides womd save wages, and less men might be k^t here 
to save expense for the Company. An attempt might be made to 
obtain vinegar from the palm trees of Mauritius, sufficient for that 
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m ebbenbout oost men in dien gevalle dan liobteUjek van 
hier uijt 't Vaderlant aeneomend© scbeepen wel soo veel volox 
lighten ende derwaarts eeudea als daertoe soude vereijesen omme 
WAnneer ÜEd : dan weder bouts genoegb hadden deselve daer 
&ffteligbten ende na India te aenden daer men doch doorgaens om 
Tolcq verlegen ie tot beter empleo als lediob te laten gaen, gelijok se 
jegenwoordigh raeeet al te malen op voors : eijlant doen ende oon- 
tinueren sal ioo lange deBataviase magasijuen van hout overcropt 
esde UEd: eiJBsehen van de ooopmans ; jaerlijekx soo cleijn blijven. 

Door weloke voorbaelde heanijdinge nu oook te minder Borge sal 
ehoeven gedragen te worden voor de provifiieu te me'^r de wij te 
dat eijlant vol van vis, vee ende andre lijftoobten ie, en He die 
weijnige provisie van hier met soodanigb jacht als voors : sonder 
groot heslagb jaerl; wel aal cunnen beBohickt ende roo doende 
Batavia oock als meer geseijt van die expresse equip agie alle 
jafon met alleen g'ezcueeert blijven ende met 't gene voor dato 
altijt voor dat eijlant is moeten met oen schip expres gesonden 
vrorden nu pr. de retour vloote em passant deee bei j de plaetaen 
veriten ende oock een cleijn oomptoir offte logie op Madagascar 
eunnen gehouden worden omme van daer in manieren als voors : 
metter tijt onee provieie ende nootdruftiohbeden selifi» te halen dat 
men Batavia van die groote volumen als rijs, boonen, eadjangh 
etc. niet aUeen aoude excuseren de retour vloote meer mede te 
belemmer€n, nemaer oock eelffs Batavia van de daer te 
handelen elaven misachien eenighsinta mede eunnen aeoomo- 
der^n, ende 't elokens em passant met de hier uijt Vaderlant 
aeooomende scheepen aonder expresse onoosten toesenden t' 
haerder groote accomodatie boven de gene daer wij hier aen de 
lantbouwerije ende robbenvanghst &c'' voor d' E : Comp"' grooten 
dienst van souden eunnen treoken ende alsoo door die mesnagie 
van Mauritius apparent oock gevonden ende ui jtge wonnen mogen 
worden de heele coat voor ^t gansohe guai-nisoen dat hier gehouden 
wordt, ja maken staet dus doende wel bijna metter tijt alle drie 
de plaetsen souden eunnen verso rgen met 'tgeene Mauritius alleen 
plach te veralinden bebalven dat te hopen is wij oock van veel e 
saecken mits den handel op Madagascar van rijs &if ende onse 
Untbou alhier sodanigb soude eunnen versien worden dat 't 
Patiia ende Batavia al vtij souden mogen g'excuseert blijven van 
veele saecken ons meer toe te senden alsoo redelijcke hoope hebben 
met den handel op Madagascar ons baeet van alles selver souden 
ottnnen vereorgen voor alle drie de plaetsen, bebalven eenlijek van 
olij, asijn, aracq, &c'' boven dat met de Madagasc^rsen slaven als 
meer aengetogen veele gagie winners souden mogen g'excuseert 
ende te minder bier gehouden worden tot te weijnigher belastinghe 
voord* E Comp*" ; ia souden oock eunnen laten ondernemen ofït 
men uijt de palmit Doomen (op Mauritius staende) niet soo veele 
aflijn eoude op te gaderen we^n^ als voor ons ende haer nodigh 
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1655. island and ourselves, the work to be done there by those who have 
28thTpiil ^^^ nothing to do. Those who have nothing to do should be 
made to do as much as they can — as well as those who remain behind 
from the ships, when they have been restored to health, that tliey 
may earn their food and help our own men and in the interests of 
the Company enable us to send so many skins home, and so many 
slaves to India that in course of time you may expect better things 
from this place. 



It may bo said that ebony being verj' heavy must be sent direct 
from Mauritius to Batavia as it takes the place of ballast and con- 
sequently cannot be shipped on board of the return ships, but no 
express opportunity wül be needed. The yacht with which we 
send the supplies to Mauritius and intend to carry on our trade 
with Madagascar, could bring the wood hither, and as the outward- 
boimd ships arrive they can successively carry the wood away 
without any expense, or in any other manner as you may deem 
fit. Mauritius is a good jilace of banishment for Batavia convicts. 



The islands of Banda are also good for the purpose, or thoy may 
he sent hither ; during their banishment they may be employed 
in seal catching on the islands. 

In answer to yours of 6th October last, we say that the whale 
fishery promises verv' well, but as the India Council in its letter 
of 7th November last refused to take any more oil, it would be 
useless to go to the expense of getting harpooners and theii tools. 



Have therefore left the matter in abeyance until we hear from 
you. Should the harpooners, however, come, we shall see what 
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was ende dat voor't ledigh gaen van die op Mauritius bleven, wij 
■ouden altoos niet na laten te praotiseren om nooh soo veel dienst 
te treoken van die weijnigb te doen hebben als mogelijok was 
geUjok mede van die gene weloke hier doorgaens wegen sieckto 
nijtte sohepen verblijven moeten als de selve maer wat beginnen 
ojj^ de been te oomen ten eijnde sij nooh ten minsten mogelijok 
njnde haren oost verdienen omme de E : Comp' soo veele t" ont- 
lasten ende dienst te laten hebben voor haer onder ons gehorende 
voloq als wij met alle praotijoken sullen ouniien bij brenfi;en ten 
eijnde oook soo veele vellen tot retour na Nederlant ende slaven na 
India mogen sohioken dat XJE : niet alleene goede maer nooh 
betere hoope van dese plaetse metter tij t mogen te verwachten heb- 
ben waertoe d' Almogende Sijnen segen geve. 

Ende dewijle wegen 't ebbenhout in oonsideratie moohte oomen 
dat hetselve nootsaeokelijok dient van Mauritius op Batavia ge- 
braoht te worden vermits om sijn swaerte in de retour soheepen 
dient onder al de ladinge in plaetse van ballast te leggen sulox 
hier aen de Gaep (de retour soheepen oomende ende al ge- 
laden mjnde) niet sonde ounnen gesohieden soo sal eohter 
daeromme geen expresse besendinge van Batavia behoeven 
gedaen maar do. hout met 't jaohtjen offte fluijt voorsz : daer wij 
de provisie mede na Mauritius senden ende den handel op Mada- 
gascar exerceren jaerlijox hier gebn>x)ht ende alsdan mette uijt 't 
Patria hier oomende te ververssen soheepen als voorzs : 't elokens 
voorts na India gesonden mogen worden endo dat alles empassant 
sender eeni^ expresse besendinge ende onooston offto op soodanige 
andre maniere als UEd : (beter als wij kunnen begrijpen) sullen 
gelieven t' ordonneren t'onser pertinente narichtige in toeoomonde. 

Item dat oook moohte gcconsidoreert ende geseijt worden dat 
Mauritius een goede plaetse is om misdadigers van Batavia als 
bandieten op te bannen, tot sulox sijn d' eij landen van Banda 
mede goet, oft ounnen hier oook wol gesonden worden, men can se 
staendc haer banissement op d* eij landen wel lustigh aen't robben 
villen setten. 

Oomende wijders tot beantwoordinge uwer Ed : laeste aen 
ons gesondene missive uijtte Yergaderinge van de Zeven - 
thiene, gedateert 6 Octob: a" passo', soo seggen vooreerst: 
op poinot van de walvisvanghst dat deselve wel van goede 
apparentie schijnt maer hebben d' Ed : Ilm. Qenerael ende Baden 
van India bij hare missive van den 7 9'' ' A" pass", den traen 
gansoh affgesz : ende ons bevolen geen meer te senden sulcx dat 
ons voorstel ende UEd : daerop genomen resolutie om harponiers 
aen te nemen ende met de vereijschte noodicheden herwaerts te 
senden oosten ende moeiten te vergeeifs sal W9sen ende wij oook 
geresolveert hadden 't selve suspens te houden tot nader ordre 
waren anders al voornemens om tegen de bequame tijt een preuve 
te nemen edooh soo de harponiers ende gereetschappen comen 
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_ we can do ; in the meanwhile we save the staves landed from the 
28tii April, vessels, to be used if required ; but it would not be advisable ii 
the interests of the ships to land the meat and pork barrels. Thej 
are indispensable on board for water, as all the beer and.watai 
casks before arriving here fall out of their wooden hoops. Thi 
staves could be used for whole and half aums to keep oil in, bul 
then we require iron hoops ; but in case the Company requires thfl 
oil, we will try and get on the best way we can. 



The premium given to ships touching at the Cape, and tini 
forfeiture of the same it they do not, will cause very few to paa 
and tend to preserve the health of the crews, as we are abundantli 
supplied with greens, though we have no &esh meat. This wil| 
liowever, not always be wanting, and the men will have reason t^ 
he satisfied. But it is evident that the vegetables restore U 
perfect health the sick even without the help of fresh meat, am 
we will take care to forward the sick left behind, but recovered 
as we have done all along. We will also take care that the ship 
which delay too long, will be hurried on— formerly we had iM 
power to do so ; now we will not allow them to remain longe 
than 10 or 14 days, except when urgently necessary. 



Please provide the departing ships with a copy of instructioai 
and annexed chart, sent over last year, for the information < 
those intending to visit the Cape. By following them mm 
advantage will bo derived, as safe anchor ground wül be found a 
the spots indicated. Having re-perused our letter to yon 
March 31st, 1654, and also again looked at the charts we fom 
them thoroughly correct ; but to make charts of all the grouni 
would be hardly possible. 



Having read your opinion that the murderer of the youth, ^ 
caught, should be capitally punished, and that Herry, if he I 
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>6h doen, altooi laten bij provisie de pijpe 
Ijgen van d© scheepen bijden vergaderen om oft te pas quam 
I ten dienste van d* Ed ; Comp' van te mogen dienen ; emaer 
Lgaende de vleijs-j speek- ende botervateo van de scheepen te 
iten ende tüt traenvaten te gebruioken, aal sender ondlenst aen 
Sd : Bcheepen qualijek kunnen vallen alsoo sij deselve te noodigh 
i water vaten van doen hebbeuj vermitB al de bier- ende water- 
pen eerae hier com en al temalen uijt har© houte bandt valieBj 
ioke duijgen wel goet sulten sijn tot heele en halve amen te 
maecken om den traen in te bergen, maar &al ons dan daertoe 
ider ijser bandt manqueren, edoeb ala bevonden virordt den traen 
£ : Üomp" dienstigh Bij\ eullen sien hoe ons in dien gevalle dan 
lden« 

Door UEd : ordre aen de schepen jegenwoordigh gegeven om 
I Caep aen te doen op verbeurte van de premie sal der weijnioh 
len verbij loopen ende sulcx gelijck UEd: wol ende te rechte 
grijptin oook streeken tot bijsondere coneervatie voor 't volcq 
}Qo 't hier v m alderhande aert ende thnijnvruehten öode loff 
lop is ende lui j don daerdoor treifelijok vefverssen ende tot 
^valiaatie comen niet jegenstaende datter juijst geen vors vleijs 
& toegegeven worden dat de sak en wel verbeteren ende d' aon- 
Diende luijden meerder genoegen geven soude, maer wat is daer 
©Ie aengolegea als sij maer behoorlijok ververssen onde de 
token wedor ioé giëonÜmJtU comen suick^i^ met tfe tjfmelte vruchten 
doch genoeckmeni (geschiet mo ml bij en» oock ictl 
gekt tmrden dat de overighblijvende mecken hier 
gelicht ende met de roiffende avffcepen gereconmU^ 
seert nagemnden worden mo mj al fenigh tijt 
g^ observeert hebben. Insgelijckx mede dat de 
iepen niet al. te iangh hier leggen te sucMen ge/ijek mn sommigen 
^m wei geschfH is daer mj door man qu f ment van authoriêatie niei 
t lêard hèbbefi derden legen wesen ende nu wel acht op nemen sulleft 
f teit hooghsten niet boten 10, 12 d 14 dagen blijven leggen ak bij 
Khdringende noot, 

UEd: gelieven doch te gedenoken de affvarende scheepen to 
fsien met een oopie van de memorie ende bijgevouchde caertjes 
msfl^ overgeaonden ende dienende tot oudenech tinge omme de 
Bp aen te doen : wij vereecokeren TJEd : dat haer daema regu- 
^oda veele aal schelen alsoo op d' aenge wesen plaetsen beqname 
dcergronden te vinder* ende vandaert' allen tijden van tgesonden 
fiifbouük g'insereert onder dato uit 'Maert 16-74, ende de caertjes 
ier overeieu hebbende, mitsgaders daer op genoechsame erva- 
ige gemaeckt heefft bevinden goet ende wel te wesen » ende om 
^rten te maecken van al de landerijen is qualijok mogelij ck. 

Oeedi'D hebbende UEd : advijs op de saeokcn ^ran de toleq llerrij 
4© aijne g'allieerde van dat men den persoon die de jongen 
rmoort heeift in handen crijgende, soude met de doot straneny 
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lio hand :l the •.rime should 1^ boii&hed to Batavia in chains, and 
that if we fall in with their cattle ve should take from them as 
many as they have roubel xi s of. Vit no more^ to make them imder- 
stand that wm have r.- 1 thv «lightest intention of wronging them — 
wtr £nd that this ^vould >- the prc»per thing; but looking at 
matters here, it api^ears t- i;< that we ought to get them and all 
their cattiv in our flower cr leav>: them alone^ at the same tiiuo 
s:» strvngthenin^ our station that ther may find no opportunity of 
d'jing u- any miMil.ier. V;t this citn iiardly be done with less than 
100 or no 'mvn. It is likewise impossible to find out the man 
who really killed the b^y. Tu take &om them as many osttle hs 
they have stolt-n from us would cause as much irritation as when 
we took the whole. — c- >r could anything of the kind be done 
unleas the whole lot wei>e taken prisoneis beforehand, this oould 
easily be don^ witho'.it shed«.iin? a drop of blood ; for at present 
they trust •;> a- before, and with wives and children could all l»e 
easily cajoled into the fort and made drunk — ^we often made tbe 
•'Xjieriment in ca>e it might W found necessary to cany out our 
plan. 



We repeat that they deserve it richly to be taken prisoners by 
us. The iniFMise of their stovk would enable the Company to 
help it«elf in supplying the ^hips ^tüth fresh meat, whilst the men 
loiud be employed* in seal-cat ohiug vn the islanda and fed will) 
the moat. Their wivee and children could be aent to Batavia. 



To take no moro than what they stole from us is not worth tho 
trouble of getting into war with' them, which would be the conse- 
quence. All nxids would also be doeed to us, and we would with 
diffioalty be able to catch them. As it is. we are to look after our- 
■elTee and omr belongings as carefully as if they were formally 
■Inadj our enemies* for th^ insult us whenever],they can, as will 
"wr from our journal. Why then should no effort be made to 
B them, and their cattle seized for the Company (about K) 
I ouwb)i which Lould be protected, as now m the pastures, 
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vudü Ilurrij niet haudailigh daer uuii sijndc geweest üe Bat' 
eendeu om aldaer in de ketlingh te gaeo mitsgaders het vee 
aéntrdffeiide deselvo weder soo veele aJS te uemea eade niet meer 
ab se on& outstolen liebben om haer alsoo te doea Terstaea dat wij 
geeüsinte genegen aijn haer io 't aldenninste te veroorten «te" be- 
vroeden wij wel dat regtmatigh aoude weaen maer de saeoken hier 

ingeeien leijt het bij ons onder Terbeteringh 
^d' Tokq H^Tij. van UEd: heel andera ©nde dat men baer 

moet met vee eude al io que maoht sten ie 
Qsrijgen oSta 't eenemaal met vreede laten ; mitsgaderB ons oode 
onse ommeilagh voor haer soodanigh vereeeckert den te bewaren, 
dat m geen gelegen tboijl mogen hebben om ons eenige overlast 
meer te doen, buIcx wij overlangh g'observeert hebben, 
maer ie met een guarniaoen onder de 100 Èt 110 coppen sender 
perijckel qualijok doenL Pr* memorie den persoon selffs uit te 
vinden die schuldigh is aen den moort van de jongens is 
onmogelijck. 

Ënde maer aoo veel beesten van haer te nemen als se ons out* 
stolen hebben soudo al soo veel irritaties ende vijandschap maken 
dan oft men al afï nam wat ee h ai] den, suIuil alles oock niet wel 
doenlij(^k is tensij men aieh van dien tronlooëen hoop hare persoinjii 
eerst verseeckerdeu daer cans genoegh toe is Bonder t^en droppel 
bloets te atortenj alsoo sij ons jegenwoordigh wol weder soo veel 
vertrouwen dat wij se al te malen mot vrouw ende kinderou t* 
allen tijde wel cunnon in *t fort crijgen ende dronckeu maken 
80U wij diekwüs al geprobeert ende ondervonden hebben oft 
misschien tu pas moelito comen. 

Ende blijven wij als noch persisteren bij ons voorich ad vijs als 
dat sij H genoechsaem niet alleen verdient hebben, maer dagelijex 
noch ai meer verdienen om hun met vee en al in ons gewelt te 
nemen, suilende daermede d' Ed: Oorap^ uit d' aentelinge genoech- 
eaem mogen bestaen om de soheepen na behooren met vers vlei ja 
boven de th ui jn vruchten te vereien ende haer van de personen 
fraij cunnen dienen op d' Ei j landen tot de robben van ghst 
met welek vltija men haer son der ij ts anders oock can onderhouden 
ende vrou ende kinderen van haer wegh na Batavia sohioken* 
M&er niet meer te nemen als se ons ontstolen hebben ia niet te pij nu 
waert om met haer in openbare oorlogh te oomen sulox in dat caa 
doch soo nijt vallen ende dan alle wegen voor ons onveijUgh endo 
sij alsdan oock qualijck meer t' aftrap peren wesen aouden end*;} 
moeten wij doch jegenwoordigh onse persoonen ende omslagh wel 
soodanigh bewaren oiïse onse formele vijanden waren oft soudeu 
ons wel degeiijok derven aHronteren soo in onse dagelijexe aen- 
teijekeniuge doorgaens wel te beoogen si|, waerommo dan niet 
gemaeckt dat se gladt voort ende wegh siju, mitsgaders haer vee 
(omtrent 10 a 1200 soo koeboosten als sohapen sterck) voor '^^ ^' 
'^ up' genomen ondc dan golij^k mun nu doch ouLtur um 
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16Ö6. ^th good watchmen ? We also adhere to our opinion that the 
28th April other natives will care very little about this proceeding on our 
pcurt, but will rather be glad of it. As reganls their becoming 
afraid of us in case we took everything from these rascals, matters 
would really be worse if we only took as much cattle as they took 
from us ; for besides, as long as they are left in peace the natives 
from the interior dare not, for reasons stated before, come to us, 
as these rascals keep them away. How they do it we cannot say, 
we refer you to our former letters, to which we adhere. Either leave 
them alone entirely and treat them kindly or take possession of 
them and their property so that no one escapes. The latter 
plan is the most feasible. 



We made no further experiments with the ore, not having 
experts here. Lately 7 persons journeyed 50 miles inland, but 
found nothing particular. They met natives calling themselves 
Saldanhas, inclined to trade, civil and kindly disposed, as the 
journal will show. It is evident that they remain away because 
of Herry ; if he were away they would certainly come. To take 
his allies prisoners would therefore be very advantageous. 



About 50 miles distant a poor nation of small stature had been 
found. They would have proceeded further, but their provisions 
ran short. For further journeys some asses would be mdispens- 
able to carry victuals, copper and tobacco, to be exchanged for 
cattle. If we had these asses we might now have had a good 
number of cattle; 8 or 10 might easily be obtained from St. 
Vincent and brought hither with the yax)ht mentioned, or another 
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roors : doea moet dat vee ©nde Comp" omslagh met goede wacht 
al omme te weijden wel bewaert, wij blij yen daer bij als in ons 
vorige Bchri] von dat het haer d^ inwoonders dieper in't landt niet 
eena sullen aeDtreckeo, maor apparent blijde wesen dat deaen 
hoop wegh is. 

Ende dat men soude meenen si j lieden bevreest eullen weseu 
Toor ons omdat dese sohelmeE ha«r bestaen ontnomen ende wegh 
gevoert waren Bal evenwel ende no oh slimmer wesen indien wijder 
maer iOO veele nemen als one ontstolen sijn cmdo aoo men naer 
met Tieede laet derven d' inwoonders dieper uijt lant om redenen 
in ons vorighe sohrijvenfi gemelt oock niet aencomen alsoo haer 
deese schelmen doch van mer houden edoch onder wat pretext of 
do7r welcke inductie is qualijck voor ons te raden, refereren ons 
dierhalven aen onae missive pr. de 4 vooraffvertroeken soheopen 
geaonden, ende blijven wij als vooren bij dat advija dat men haer 
moet 't eenemael met vreden laten ende gelijck wij nu doen, niet 
als minnelijek bejegenen offt met vee eade al in ons gewelt sien 
te nemen datter niet een overschiet welok laeste onses gevoelens 
't geradenste ware — pr. memorie. 

A<?ngaende 't minerael hebben naderhant door manquement 
van kennis hebbende persooneo sedert A" pass' sonderlingh 
geen moeijten meer om gedaen : als nu jonghst met 7 per- 
soonen omtrent 50 mijlen te lande waert in, edooh hebben 
der wegen niet waerdigh gevonden maor opgedaen eenrge 
natie die haer selffs Saldanhaman noemden ende seer tot handel 
genegen schoenen, mitsgaders vrij ei vil ende goetaerdigh soo 
uijt de eopie harer dageiijcxe aenfeijokeuioge hier bijgacndi» 
can beoogt worden als mede onder dato 3 April deses jaers in 
ons daghregistera vervoloh bij 't welcke mede olaer te fipeculeren 
aij dat deselve om Herrij's geallieerde priuoepalijck van hier 
blijven, ende die wegh si j nde wel aeneomen souden &c^ invougen 
wij niet anders cunnen eustineren oft dat het na ons nemen van 
haar persoon en ende vee i! Ë : Oomp" op 't hooghste dienstig h 
soude sijn. 

Soo hadden deselve omtrent &0 mijlen van hier gevonden 
seecker arm eli joke natie van cleijne stature, ende souden wel 
dieper te lande hebben ingemaroheert maer hunne cost raeokte op 
die haer oock niet soo laugh soude gestreckt hebben ingevalle 
niet somtijts wat schapen vau voors : Saldanhaman hadden oomen 
te mijlen sulcx dat ons om noch dieper te landewaert in te ga en 
saer nootsaeekel : soude wesen eenige esels om victualie te dragen, 
ende mede coper ende tobaoq tot troueque tegens vee aldaer van 
Saldanhaman als dan apparent wel te erijgen ingevalle wij 
jegenwoordigh van esels vo3r8ien waren om cost ende coopmans : 
te dragen souden apparent beesten ende schapen ua genoegen wel 
beoomen hoedanige 8 a 10 esela als A" pass" ges : empassant van 
8t. Yinoent wel souden seer civiel te beoomen ende hier te 
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ir>o,). jj^,( boavil^^ mauiied. Buithen the ooramaudors should be ordered 
2MliApiil. to do 80 bubjuct to a penalty, just as was done as regards their 
tailing here, otherwise for the sake of escaping from bringing 
the asses th(?y might pass St. Vincent. 



What Skipper David Klaas Swalgh has told you 
about Hout Bay and its fitness for harbouring 3 or 1 
ships against all winds is true, but as we stated last year 
it is too dangerous to get into or out of, in consequence of the 
calms and the whirlwinds under the land which is very mountain- 
ous,— the last time the Rcode Vos was in danger there — see 
Journal 2'3rd Nov. last year — We therefore cannot recommend 
it as a harbour for ships except in cases of ffreat distress. It 
would therefore bo inexpedient to make a fort there, as it would 
only be useful to protect the bay and be half an hour's walk from 
the fresh water. A cannon brought overland would easily pro- 
tect the mouth and prevent anybody from reaching the water 
(fountain). 



It is not necessary to make such a long stretch to find land for 
cultivation. On this side near the forests, 2, 3, or 4 leagues away 
from the fort there is sufiBcient land for a thousand households, 
a subject which we have already considered, but we did not know 
that you would be inclined to colonize this place. We would 
otherwise have drawn your attention to the subject. We thought 
that your only object was to provide suflSoient refreshments for 
your ships here and find the costs out of something or another. 
Both these objects have by the blessing of God been gained, as 
stated above. 
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Géle^ïTitHdj'l Tan de 
Houibaeij* 



brengen wesen met soodaaigh jacht uft Itaijtjöii als UEd : tot 
verhaelde meckeo aoudBn mogen goet viodeii hier t© seiideu offte 
wel met eenige andre die lighter als de groote icheepen deur zm 
eomen, eiide met weijuiob Toloq belemmert maer dienden d' 
opperhooffden dao sulox ocok op seectere pene expresselijk uiide 
bij goBchriffte g'ordoniieert gelijck t' aeodoeo van de Oaop, uft 
souden om de belemmeringli van d' esels niet te hebben om t*en 
oleijue ooraaeck St. Vincent wel Torbij loopen, ende duockt ons 
onder correotie stilcx in maniere als yqotbz t met de jachten heel 
geuouchlijck soude ounnen geBchieden tot bij sonderen grooteu 
dienst aen dese plaetse voor d' E. Comp" ten eijnde TOorsB : 
'T Geen© aohipper Da^idt Claeaz : Swaegh UEd, van het houtbaij- 
ken heeft verhaelt eerst wegon Je beqnaemheijt 
om a]<3aer 3 a 4 scheepen voor alle winden 
beach ut te minnen laten anckoren, ia wel mo, 
maer ala A" paea' g'ad viseert te hasardeeus om in ende nijt te 
eomen vermits de stilte ende oock de variable draij winden digbt 
onder de wal (eeer hoogh goberghte sijnde) subject waer door 
Belfls ons galjot de Hoode Vos de laeate mael daer om hout 
geweest al prijekel leetj ende dierhalven bij ons al halff geresol- 
veert ia geen gal jot om brandhout dtrwaerts meer te periolitoren 
ala onder dato 23 Novemb : A ' pa8&" in ons daghregieter te sien 
sïj. Invougen wij van advije sijn niet eens behoeft gedacht te 
worden om daer met scheepen aen te eomen ale bij hoocb drin- 
gende noot om lij ff ende goet op den hals te bergen. 

Dierhalven om noch een fort te maeckon op de plaetse bij 
voors : schipper Swaegh aengewesen tot bewaringe van die rhoede 
wij me ede onnoodigh ende coaten verloren achten vermits 't 
maer tot besoherminge van de baij soude 
Aengaeodefeöfor- t^3 di^iien, ende wel cen halff uijr gaens van H 
verse water affieggen mitsgaders dierhalven 
sonde eenigh canon over *t lant daer bij comen 
eeer fadl soodanigh te blocqneeren wesen datter niemant uijt oft 
in Boude cunnen eomen om water oft ijts te haten, 

Unde aengaende de saeoken om aldaer oock de landerijen ter 
culture te brengen is mede niet nodigh soo verre van honok te 
loopen, hebben aen dese cant, ende omtrent de bossohagies daer 
one timmerhout van daen halen, 2, 3, ïl 4 mijlen van 't fort lanta, 
ende gel tfgenthcijt genoech wel voor diiij sent hui jagesinnen waerop 
wij oock al somtijts speculatie hebben gehadt maer niet gedacht 
dat UEd, aen dese plaetac tot eenige colonic souden inelineren. 
Had j en anders voor dato al propositie gemaeekt ende onse 
speculatie op die eaeoken UEd ; bedeelt, maer hebben niet 
anders gem^^ent oft derselver oogmerck waa maer om genoegh' 
same veiveraingo voor UEd: aeucomcnde scheepen aen te focken 
©nde mogelij ck sijnde, d' oncosten ergens uijt te vinden tot welcke 
bi^ijden het jegonwoordigh dorjr Godce zegen al gebracht is als in 
desen hier vor«»n largo verhaelt. 
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1665. But as we now seo that you are inclined to establish a colony 

>th^prii. ^^'^ ^®& ^^ ^^y that in various places there is sufficient opportunity 
for reeuring cattle and raising grain, though we said before, that 
grain does not succeed here, but this must be understood as regards 
the Table Valley, as the south-ejister blows so violently over themoun- 
tain. Behind it however we believe that grain will grow, but the 
expense will be heavy if Company's servants are to be used, for 
men must live there to protect the fields which being sheltered by 
the forests would be a success some 2, 3, or 4 leagues away. 



There is also a fair supply of wood and reeds for building houses, 
but it is doubtful whether the freemen would show the necessary 
diligence in cultivation, as experience teaches us that the object of 
the majority is hurriedly to scrape their pockets full, and to do 
this they prefer to keep a canteen to the great demoralization of 
the men, &c. 



"We also believe that nuborly would care to come here except 
poor and needy people of small reputation, who consequently 
would care very little how they made money, preferring the easiest 
way of doing so, which is keeping a canteen, out if a colony is to 
bo established, such people cannot be avoided. If there- 
fore a colony is to be formed here, in the first place means 
should be found for the support of the Colonists, and also that 
they may be able to set something aside for themselves. Without 
this no one would expose himself to such a wild and savage 
country. Having therefore considered the matter we think that 
the company must bo content with for some time feeding such 
families and lodging them, until they have put their farms into 
proper order, which for a series of years they ought to hold un- 
taxed. In com*se of time such taxes might then be levied as 
might be required. 



But as it is also evident that those in India, as soon as their 
pockets are filled, endeavour to return home and the same thing is 
to bo feared here, and consequently always only needy and poor 
peasants would be left behind, we believe that the free men should 
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't StabÜi-TFea ran 



Maer dewxjse wi] nu Bien dat TJEd : tot oolonie te stabOeren 

schijnen gesint te wesen soo sallen wij ona 
gevoelen daeryan verolaerenj namentlijok dat 
om vee ende ooren hier aen te foot en op 
versoheijdene plaetseo cana genogh is niet jegenetaende in 
ous vorigh schrijven seggen dat de granen hier niet auoce» 
deren willen, maer dat verstaen worden hier in de Taeffel 
valeij vermits de Z, Z. Ooste winden hier soo fel over do Taefïel- 
hergh vallen maer aohtef denselven bergh vertrouwen wij dattet 
heel wel gar^ti Boude^ edooh met Comp* dienaors wat te oostelij ck 
alsoo der voleqs goude moeten wonen tot bewiuingh van de plan- 
ta^ies tot 'tweleke onder 't besohut van de gemelte boasehagies 
omtrent 2, 3 a 4 mijleo van hier gelegentheijt en bequame gront 
genoegh. 

Item oock om hui j sen &(f te maken redelijeke aocomodatie van 
bont, riet, ende aoo voorts: maer oft de vrije hnijsge&innen al 
souden genegen weeën behaorlijcke naerstiehheijt aeti te wenden 
to!; d© culture is vrij aen te twijffebn alsoo d' esempelen veel 
geleert hebben dat dö meest en haer ooghmerek maf^r is om metter 
haest de eaok**n vol te rapen, -ton weieken eijnde het dan liever 
dal oil jok opeen tappen ende snappen settea tot gtoote debauoUe 
van H volcq &o". 

Ende vertrouwen wij oook niet dat light ij mant anders aullen 
resolveren hier te oom en als behoeftige ende arme hui jsgesiünen van 
cleijne reputatie die der derhalven weijnich aen gelegen laten hoe 
sö geit winnen, prefererende maer de gemaekelijekste gelegentheijt 
die haer voorvalt dat vooreerst een tapjen is, edoch alsoo dersul- 
cken in eas van colonie oook mede souden moeten wesen suUen 
oohter voortgaen ende seggen dat om huijsgesinnen hier te itabi- 
leren nootaaeckelijck oook dient gedacht op middelen waerbij haer 
deselve niet alleene souden cunnen emeren maer oock eenighaints 
mogen ijtwes conquesteren, sonder welcke hoope sigh niemant aen 
soo een wilt ende woest landt sal begeven» derhalven daerop 
genomen hebbende onse spe col at ie aoo begrijpen wij^ Dat d* E. 
Comp" haer vooreerst soude moeten getroosten alle soodanigo 
huijsgesinnen soo lange te epijsen ende de oost ende huijsvestingh 
te geven off laten maeckan tot aij hare landerijen tot eenige be- 
quaernheijdt hadde gebracht, die ?e dan oock voor sommige jaren 
souden dienen «ronder belastinge te besitten om na verloop van tijt 
eerst met solcke tributen te besw^areu als na de gelegentheijt 
m och te bevonden worden te vereijesohen» 

Maer alsoo oock in India doorgaens blijekt dat de vrije luijden soo 
heest de sack vol hebben» maer soecken weder na 't Yaderlant te gaen 
ffulox raeede bier al t« vreesen sonde siju, ende ingevolge t' elckens 
hier maer behoef tighen ende armen lantluijden oomen te verblijven 
soo soude ons (onder verbeteringe) niet vreempt duncken datter in 
cos voorss : voor de vrije huisgezinnen geconditioneert wierd eon 
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ifi5.ï. be boun<l to remain ton years, and their children 20 years. The 
2Btb April, fttf^ctiou of pai^eiits for their children would urge the former to 
remain here and improve their lands, and also diminish the wish 
to return to Holland, if they cannot take their children with them 
before the flxed time. In this way they would gradually be 
entirely weaned from Holland and make this place their fatherland. 



They would in consequence also show more diligence in cultivating 
the soil; and should success crown their efforts, such taxes might be 
levied as may be necessary, to cover your expenses, whilst 
some profits might also be derived from the sale of European or 
Indian articles. 



They should also be boimd to deliver to the Company their 
produce and cattle for money or such merchandize as they may 
require. At any rate we believe that the Company should remain 
mistress of everything and that they be allowed to trade with no 
one else excepting tliose allowed by the Company. 



It is evident that great abundance would be secured here if 
families were introduced, but if they are to gain anything the 
Company should refrain from agriculture and leave it to the free- 
men, otherwise the latter would be left with their produce on their 
hands. What would be the use of their planting much if there are 
no buyers. All the cattle and greens should therefore be sup- 
j>lied by the free men at a fixed price to the Company for dis- 
tribution among the ships as is the case in many parts of India. 



The company might keep a few animals and have a small garden 
for the garrison ; the wheat, rice, &c., India might take off our 
hands at prices agreed for either in money or goods, as the free 
men would require, but every thing should go through the hands 
of the Company that a part at least of the expenses might be 
defrayed which would be incurred in providing for the families. 



And the sooner to fix them on their own legs, a good quantity 
of slaves would be required for them ; the latter mipit be obtained 
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verbrint van ten minsten thien jaren verblijfft 6n*le voor haor 
mede nemende kindermi 20 waerdoor d* oud*irs dan apparent altijt 
\&n natnijren wegen g*incUneert ende g'animeert Bouden blijven 
irijt affr'ctie tot hare kinderen voor deselve hun landerijen meer 
ende meer alliier te verbeteren ende to minder treek na HoUant 
crijgen als hnnne kinderen v«n den geprefigeerden tijt niet souden 
eunnen medenemen, mitsgaders alsoo mettertijt heel van Ttollant 
aff wennen ende eenemael van dese pJaetse haer vaderlant mogen 
raaecken, ende bovendien te meer naer&tigheijdt aen wenden tot de 
onlture die tot bequamheijdt eomende dan voor d' E : Comp' occasie 
mo^hte uijtgevonden worden omme de landerijen dan soodanige 
impo5iitie op te leggen als de gelegentheijt van j^aeoken moehte 
vefeijsfiühen ten eijnde UEd. voor haerê draegende onooaten met- 
tertijt oook eenigh soulaes mochten trecken behalven dat aen de 
manufacturen ende Bnropise oft Indische provisie &c'(debijelijck 
te verstreek en) moghte geprovideert wordon. 
_ Dienende oock deselve verbonden om haer vruchten ende vee ten 
H believe van UPdr ende tot acoomodatie van dersslver scheepen tt'* 
aen d* Ed : Comp' te leveren voor geit oft in be tal in go van sul ex 
si j lieden tot haer behoeft oft lij fa nootdnift mochten van doen 
hebben in allen gevalle dnnckt ons onder oorrectie goed te sijn dat 
d' Ed : Comp ' van alles meeater blijft ende sij lieden met niemandt 
handelen als d* E, Comp" noch te oock met suloke anders als 
mettertijt moehte bevonden worden d' E» Comp" te believen, 

't Is misgehion wel apparent datter hier seel vol ende overvloe- 
iligh van alles aoude worden allser huijsgesinnen quamen, maor 
soo deselve eenigbaints wat conquest eren sullen, diende d' Ed» 
Comp- dan met de lantbonw op te houden ende dat voor de vrije 
luijden alleen te laten, anders cunnen wij niet dencken waer sij 

(met haer goet blijven souden, want off sij al veel aenplanten ende 
niemant hadden die 't haer affcocht waer souden de luijden dan 
met de vruohten heen sulcx dat nootsaeokelijck alle de ververssinge 
ende beesten voor de scheepen &c'' door de vrije luijden ten gestel- 
den priiee aend' E. Comp" sonde moeten gel evert ende door Comp' 
dispenaier aen de scheepen gedistribueert worden gelïjck op meer 
plaetsen in India gesehiedt edoch costen evenwel eenige beesten 
ende een clein thuijntjen h'^uden om 't guarnisoen van te spijaen 
*t ooorn, rijs &" sonde India wel op mengen ende de vrije luijden 
a£fgebandelt cunnen worden, tegen sulcx als deselve 't sij geit oft 
goet weder van node hadden, edoch alles nijt Comp* handen ten 
eijnde UEd : daer nijt metter tijt mede ijts tot soulaes van haer 
dragende on costen wegen de last van de huijsgesinnen moohten 
vinden oft op soodanige andere manieren als bij UEd : beter dan 
ons can gepractiseert worden. 
^ Ende om deselve te eerder op de been te helpen soo sonde ooek 
nootsaeckelijek goide partij e slaven voor deselve van doen weaen 
die men met somlanich jacht als voren gemelt missoluen wel 
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1655. from Madagascar with a yacht as mentioned above, or they might 
28tli^pril. ^0 imported from India and given on credit to the free men until 
they have means to pay. 

Should therefore you be willing to bear the costs of supporting 
the immigrants, the master might be managed without going as 
far as Hout Bay. There is enough of good ground on this side 
for cultivation and good means to be secured against the natives. 

Should the agreement be made, those who would leave in course 
of time would take care that their children were well provided for, 
and consequently less poor and more well to do people would 
remain here who in order to save what they have secured, would 
very much assist in warding off all hostile attempts. 

For this purpose they might be united in an armed burgher corps, 
as the Portuguese do in their Indian colonies. The children of 
the latter being born in those colonies the population is much 
increased and the parents are entirely weaned from the fatherland ; 
this is the reason of their strength in India. They would other- 
>vi8e not have been able to hold out so long against the Company. 

The free men might establish fine fisheries and have bird traps 
in various localities. Much profit might be derived from this, also 
from honey and wax, and from civet from the cats to be had in 
abundance. 

Should the population increase a great many industries would 
spring up, so that one could live from the otiier as is the case 
through the whole world. Arrack might also be burnt by China- 
men or other free men from Batavia while the draff could be used 
for feeding pigs in multitude. This would be difficult for the 
Company's servants alone to do, — Madagascar rice would therefore 
be very opportune and much might be got from that island 
that would be useful here and profitable to the Company, 'ihe 
outward bound might be suppli^ with^ the arrack, and tne wine 
consequently saved. This would be a great saving as 4 leaguers 
arrack cost as much as one of French wine. If the freemen only 
are diligent and some Chinamen be willing to come over from 
Batavia. Nobody however would care to come without prospect 
to such a wild country — but to make a trial 3 or 4 families might 
be sent. There are already here some of the Company's servants 
who have been ^iven small gardens and might be willing to take 
their discharge if allowed to have their wives with them. This 
clïiss being already accustomed to the country would be of the best 
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beqiiamelijok van Madagascar sal ounnên haelcn oft wel uijt lodifi 
raogen crijgen ende de vrije lieden dan op orediet geven ter tijt 
middelen haddon em te betalen als U£d : hoer d' onoosten dan 
gelieven te getrooetoa om ab voorseijt do vrije huijs^esinnen voor- 
oetst uijt de handt te onderhouden soo soudet missehieQ wel mogen 
gaen sonder dat wij behoeven na *t hoiit baijokente loopoD, sijnde 
aen dese binnen eant bequaem tandt genoegh ter culture e ode oock 
goede gelegentheijdt om haer voor deese inwoonders te verseeokeren, 
Ende aU dan ooek verhaeldo verban dt vagtetondo aoude elok aijne 
kinderen achter latende met redelijoke miildelen besorgen ende 
ingevolge te min arme maar aUijt welgestelde luijden hier blij ven 
die om de behoudemaeo 7an haer© conquesten al veel weer tegen 
alle vijandtlijoke attentaten souden eoatribueren ende Comp* staet 
helpen veraeeckeren ten weloken fdjnde met goede ordre op fraije 
bnrgerlijokü wacht ende geweer gestel t oosten worden gelijok de 
Portugezen hun prineipaele Bterekte hebben op hare Indiae oolonie 
van vrije lieden door inlaatse aantel inge seer vermenichvuldight 
onde voloomen van hun Vaderlant affgeweut iijnde waerdoor ten 
principaelen in India bestaen, souden 't anders eoo lange midsohien 
tegen d' E : Comp" niet uijt gehart hebben, 

P Sehoone vUsoherijen ende vogelcoijen souden bij de vrije lieden 

op veele piaetseTi apparent oock al treffelïjck eunnen gemaeokt ende 
ilfternijt redelijck mede geprofiteort. Item oock honigli ende was van 
de bijen gemaeokt worden als mede civet van de cevet oatten hier 
rodelij ok abundant te orijgen ende bij vermeniehvuldigc alderhande 
hantwereken is hier oock te pas oomen ende akoo d' een van d' ander 
[(•ven eunneii gelijck de gantsohe werelt deur geschït^tjinsgeli jok me- 
ik* ar acq gobraut eunnen worden door ChineBoa oft wel andere vrije 
lieden van Batavia ommo met de epoelingo vorder ooek verckena 
in menighte aen te f ook en met Comp' dienaers alleen qualijok te 
doen waertoe den Madagascar sen rijs seer treffelijok te passé 
aomen ende wij uijt dat eljlant veele saefken tot Comp' proffijt 
ende accomodatie alhier souden eunnen halen met welcken arat^q 
dan oock d' uijtvarende schepen metter tijt mecde van hier voorts 
na© Batavia in oluijs eoodanigh cosfc;n geprovideert worden dat 
men daermede al den wijn tussehen bier ende daer consumerende 
ftOiide mogen excuseren ^t welck niet weijnioh nijtwinnen sonde 
&lsoo 4 leggers ar acq boo veele coat als eene legger Franse wijn 
30Ó maer de vrije lieden wat naiTsticheijt aen wend en ende eenige 
Chinesen ?an Batavia hier oomen wilde, maer niemant wil gaerne 
ften soodanigen wilt ende woesten landt op ijdele hoope oomen, 
6dooh om preuve te nemen van vrije lieden cost et voor eerst met 
3 ji 4 buijsgesitineD eens beeocht worden, hier sijn mede wel 
eenige onder U Ed : dienaeren weloke wij dooh al sommige parti* 
euliere thuijntjes vergunt hébben ende wel tot vrijdom souden 
g«iL3gen wesen aUe haer vrouwen mochten overcrijgen ende 
t oni van desnleke die hier reets gewent ende 't landt bi^kent 
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sorvico. In onlcr to provide for thorn and f or other matters, at 
Üi-Ht trijm might ho macto to Madagascar, that is if the Tft/p be fit 
lor tho puq>oBe. 



I r ff*>otl rofn^ftlmionts and water coxdd ho found on Tristan d' 
Atnmlia and also a goinl roadstead f or tlie shii^s, those islands would 
ho a dosirahlo place for the Company, whilst as a place of call they 
woultl make a vast dilToreniv compartnl with the Cape, hing right 
in tlio iNHirst^ o( tlio ship:^ and not requiring the circuit of a mile 
to gt't there for the ships coming in December, January and 
I'Vhruary. For those however which c^-^me afterwards it would be 
im)H>s.sible to call, in consequem^e of the hanness and storms. 

Should yo\i send us a suitable ves^sol we shall have the facUities 
oari't'uUy iuspei'ted. It is certain that there is water, as a ship 
fctoluHi water there in liU*], as appear? from annexed exteact of the 
journal sent us by Skipjvr Aert Dirk» ; but «re fear that there is 
no suitable harWur. 



Siuiv The dei>ar:v.r<^ of The IL-:.. I^vlresse there have arrive<l from 
V..'v;o the A/";,v\vVr„ on the h*:h, ic . February. March an«l 
Av:/. aV, o: ^^IvaI; h^d h;thor: ' \<: Vi;t:Vwmen, Tfa- scurvy, 
'i.^wcv. ;, had * j::;v, :.^ !i;.ik^ ::> apjvaruice* but with Proptr 
'.v'!:v'sKv;,«!n :i*,; w •_ r >!. ; vi v h-Al:!:, The vesMr!? left shortly 
;iTci\\;nv.iN with h'^i'v.y r a*^ v;; 5. t::-^ ci«?n Wt behind by 
u>ïïv,oi *hiivik 




p-^iT uvv ^.'«C tdu» B^uil^ and the 
W mvT jutf^ w QtfbsT^' tlut slaves. 



si|n, voor eerst wel de besten deegh mede te doen soude wesen, 
wij sullen altoos tot acoomodatie van 't een eude *t ander voor 
eerst nooh een tocht lat^n doen op Madagasoar om wat slaven to 
becomen ende d* E, Comx)' van te dienen, verstaend© soo 't hier 
BÏjndd galjot de Tulp daertoe bequaem ende suffiaant genoegli 
g'oordeelt wort. 

Indien op d' eijlanddü van Tristao de Ciinha goede gelegent* 
heijt van water ende ververssinge coite gevon- 

Trl#tao d'AcuuKtt, den wordon mitsgaders oock bequame rheede 
voor sohepen souden die eii landen een ge- 
wenschta plaete© voor d' E. Comp" wesen dewijle in 't aendoen 
machti^h veele bij de Caep soude scbeelen alsoo recht in haer 
pai^sajie leggen ende dierhalven niet een mijl om, uijt den wegh 
aoude behoeft geseijlt te worden ?oor die in Deuemb : Jannatij 
Si Febr : oomen maer voor die daer na comen vermits de dijsicheijt 
ende stormen onmogelijck ingevallen UEd. bequaem vaertuijgh 
gelieven te eenden snUen de gelegentheijt wel eens ter degen laten 
ondersoecken, dateer leaier is gaet rasi^ akoo seecker schip in *t jaer 
IG18 daer water gehaelt heeft gelijck uijt neffensgaende extract 
van journael ons door schipper Aert Dirsksz: benandight na te 
iien is, edcck am bequnmm hmen PrmMn wij dnftf^r pnncipael 
haperen êul. 

Sedert *t vertreck van Mui j den möt d' E; Lairesse sijn hier wel 
ïiengeweeet uijt *t Vaderlant de schepen Malaooa 19, Oliphant 21, 
ende 't Wapon van Ilollant 22 Feb: pass' mitsgaders t Wapen 
van Amsterdam ende Domborgb op den 18*" Maert> Koukeroken 
2, Provintie, Phenix, Ooningh Davit, Maeght van Enckhuijsen 
ende Bloemandael te gehjck op den 3'" April, als oook daarna 
nooh op den II ende 12" de sohepen der Goes ende P; Willem uijt 
Zeelatit, weloke alle op haer reijse van 't Vaderlant tot hier 
weijnig volcq verloren hebben als namentlijc([ Malacca 4, Oliphant 
16, ^t Wapen van Ilollant 2, Domb: :^, Wapen van Arast: 7, 
Koukeroken 2, Provintie 7, Phenix 5, Bloemendael 2, ende 
Coninek Davidt noeh Maeoht van Enokhuijsen aiaoook der does 
niet een persoon ende P: Willem moede maer Z ; edoob begost het 
scheurbmjok al vrij onder ^t voloq te oomen dat door overvloeilige 
ververssinge weder van genesen wesende op den 1 V etide uit ■ Mar- 
tio mitsgaders 2, 15 ende 21 A()ril suooesaive met fris ende gesont 
voloq voorts na Batavia verseijlt sijn, neffens eenige van de hier 
uijt de Uest ver tro eken scheepen verbleven geweest ende weder 
buij gereconvaliseert. 

Eer wij verder gaen ende heel a£f schei j den van de diensten 
weloke hier souden cunnen getrooken worden van 't voorgestelde 
jacht cff fluijtjen hier te eenden, soo compt ons in gedachten 
de wij Ie de West Indisobe Comp" Brasil verloren hebben ende nu 
apparent ijder een vrij staet op Angola te handelen off men voor 
d* E: Comp* te stabiloren ware, alto()s dunokt ons dat men wel 
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rifü aud ivory mey bo obtainfMl at «lifferont places, especially at 
(/tt|M* N**gro, and tho ya<'ht meiitioiie«l above migbt be used for 
th(» pur))Ofle as far as Angola. Leaving with a south-east breeze 
it eould always easily return to tho Capr. 



We again enclose list of tilings required from home for 
Mudagascur, and another of things required here. 



Those at BatAvia do not want any civet oats ; they will not 
repay tho trouble a« they are small ami yield little. ïhi^ freemen 
might do something in this line and also iu the matter of 
i'oll<»<?ting honey and wax. The bees are in abundance here and 
inurh honey is found by the natives; they ai*e too lazy, however, 
to take care of the bees. Cans full are often brought uy the men 
from tho forest. The freemen, if at all diligent, would oonse- 
qucMitly make scmiething out of it, but as experience in other 
jilmrs has sliown thai tlioy Jire not roniarkable tor <liHg*'nce. 



As tho Tn<lia Couneil has thought fit to keep the money which 
passiMl us p<»r Tvr iSc/irf/iHtj^ because no coin was current here, we 
U'liovo that, a little eash wouKl be welcome to pay the men as in 
India and giv«' the married ofHcers salaries, for the greater con- 
Vfiiieuooof Uie eommander's table, as the wives and children of the 
afflom akm^y am abor many» which is a heavy burden upon the 
9tmuniiudtT, who ontiaot always aatisfy the malcontents who 
1ifilj'iiVi< that thijy ftrc^ always ill pnmde^l for ; so that the com- 
mHUilmv iirr« ^>Wll taoa^ «tinoyed than pleased, If, therefore, they 
hiid ilkiii? laiftflM and a1 *r giodeiis they might help them" 
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hml gfjütoüop slaTen, rijs ©ndu oUplmutB Uuden op sommi ges 
plaobeii imonderUeij t aeii Oabo Nogro Boudo Looomen 't wölcke 
alios mot vers: jacht offio fluijtjen laüglis deeö cuale tot Angol^ 
ia claijs soude runnen vooreerst ondernoniön en de besooht worden 
ËuUeode al tij t met de Z, Ooste winden in zee ateeokende gevoegh- 
lijok weder tot hier ophalen ounnen» om soo voorts do Oaep te 
crijgen Ea welgevallen. P' memorie* 

Hiervoron hebhen gestelt wat ons tot den Madagoscnrsen handel 
uijt ■ t Tadorlant nodigh is 't weloke oook in desen ^alooten gaet 
pr. apparte memorie oft te petitie daar dan oook bijgevought is *t 
g^ne ona alhier tot andere saeeken ende ^erieff meerder van doen 
&ij ende ona aengedragen om deaen niet al te langh te maeeken. 

Van cevet katten hebben verleden jaer vergeten te schrijven , 
edoeh nae Batavia niet maer willen die daer niet hebban sijnde 
oook te veel moei j ten voor de Comp' al soo se cleljn vallen ende 
weijoich geven maer souden misachien als voreu aengeroert voor 
de vrije Ueden beter oom en dit? der wel wat meerder moeïjten om 
doen souden als wel d' K* Com|>' mits haer groote omslagh andüttj 
wercks genoegh hebben golljck mede van de honingh ende waö 
hier apparent wel te sueeederen voor vrije huijsgesinnen alsoo de 
bijen hier in overvloet sijn ende bij de inwoon ders al somtij ta 
goet deel honi^h gevonden wordt maer vallen te leuij om aen to 
ïjueeoken, ons bos voleij brengon somtij ts oouk heele cannen vol 
honigh uijt *t bos sulcx dat te vertrouwen is voor vrije luijdeu 
daer wel ijts mede uijt te proflfij teren moohte vallen alse maer wat 
naerstichoijt tot 't een ende *t ander wilden aenwenden, daer wij 
ssorgen dat het meest aen haperen soude soo op sommige plaetaou 
d'exempelen al wel geleert hebben cdooh tot haer eijgen nadeel 
principaeL 

Dewijle d' Ed: II' Qenerael ende Baden van India niet noodigU 
hebben g'acht t gesanden geit pr, der SohelUngh verbij ende op 
Batavia geraeokt, weder herwaerts te reeiqueeren omdat het daer 
ton dienste van d' E. Comp'^ nodiger wisten t* employeren ende 
hier noch geen geit ganghbaer was, soo duuekt ons nochtans 
(onder verbetering e) dat het niet quaet soude wesen hier eenige 
contanten quamen soo omme de lui j den nae't gebrul jck van India 
met halïï goet op reecq : te veretrecken als oook om de getroude 
officianten op oostgelden te stellen tot de meerder vrijigheijdt 
voor 't opperhooft diens taeffel mits der officianten vrou ende 
kinderen al vrij sterck ende voor denselven dapper onvrij valt 
dewijle dat sommige ongenoegheame veel tijts voor vrou ende 
kinderen doch qualijck contentement te geven sijn meenende 
dat haer altljt te cort geschiet, sulox 't selve voor d' opper- 
hoolTden dickwils meer quellinge causeert als wat deeghs 
wanneer dan haer cost gelden hadden, mitegaders daer bij hun 
partioulioro thuijutjes souden se huu daormodo wel ounnen 
bebelpuB undo mooten i^ vredu blijven miiagaderb copen 
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selves very well and buy from the Company what they require. 
;il^ The common people, however, should be continued to be supplied 
by the Company s cooks, to prevent their wasting their time in 
cooking, and thus retarding their work. 



The junior merchant, assistants, sick comforter, sergeant and 
corporal would also like to receive pay in order to obtain better 
clothing for tlieir wives and children, also fine cotton socks, hats, 
bootS| &c., from the ships; likewise some luxuries, and such 
things as are not imported by the Company and can only be 
obtained with money. As long as no money is current here, 
families would be most unwilling to live in such impecunious 
quarters, for every one as soon as he arrives does his best to goi 
away as fast as he can. The men also do not like to enter into a 
fresh contract because they are not partly paid in money. We 
have therefore been forced to give their discharge to some who 
have served out fhöir time, and wore well trained in seal killin^r, 
gardening, and other work. Wo havo to fill their places with new 
comers, which j)uts us back very much. Because we have no 
money we lose our best hands, every one continually begging to 
be sent away. 



It is also a bother and very great expense to the Company that 
we are always saddled with a lot of people belonging to the ships, 
officers and men detained on shore orten by bad weather, and wno 
are to be fed from the Company's supplies. It would not do to 
starve them, and as no one knows beforehand what the weather 
will be, their food is also prepared on board. We often have 200 
and more on shore who are to be fed with pork and bread, a most 
expensive food which makes the costs of this place to swell greatly. 



Besides all the skippers find other officers, their wives and children 
coming to refresh themselves on shore can only go to the com- 
mander for food and drink. This entails a great expense on the 
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liartui uootdruft. voor golt eudo op reecq : uijt (Jomp* magafiijnen 
uiaer voor den gemeenen volcque magh wel geoontinueert worden 
door Comp' cotk genenielijok iia scheeps gebmijck te lateu 
BchaffeD anders heeft ijder te veel tijt van doen om voor &ioh selffs 
te koooken ende smoocken waerdoor al te grooten verlet in 't 
noodighe Comp' werck soade geeauseert worden. 

Soo souden deeelvej namentlijok ondercoopman, assifltGntun, 
^iokentrooflter, sargeant, oorporael, mede elck gaeme wat geit op 
reecq : genieten om daarvoor ten behoeve van vrou ende kinderen 
wat beter ende fljnder laecken stof f, fijn gaern, coiifien, hoeden, 
schoenen &o" te coopen van d' aencomende scheepen ala meede 
eenïge versnaporiDgh i.^e" mot deselve uijtcomende ende door d' E : 
Comp'' juijst niet gewonden wordende mitegadera oook sonder geit 
niet te erijgen wessüde. 

Ende soo lange hier geen geit onigaet hebben wij 't vertrouwun 
dat de huijsgesinnen oook te minder genegen theijt sullen oriigen 
om op 800 een geldeloos pat te oomen woonen want niemant aoo 
ha*^iit bier aen lant oomt te leggen oft wil om die oorsaecko halvtii 
al datelij ok weder wegh, 

Oock eou bevinden wij dat niemant sigh de Novo wil verbindua 
om datter niet een raaent geit oft 2 op de bant oan gegeven wor- 
den sulcs dat wij dacromme al eenige hebben moeten met deee 
scheepen (haer tijt uitgedient sijnde) verlossen die aou de robbeti- 
vanghflt, plantagies ende andere nodige worcken fraij gedresseert 
waren ende ons weder tot veracbteringe met nieuwelingen sullen 
moeten behelpen, soo dat ons de bequaemste inetrumenten tot 
uijtvoeringe van wat goets om de geldeloosheijt deser pJaetse 't 
elekens uijt de hand vallen elck maer even seer trachtende endo 
one aen d* ooren bellende om al voorts wegh te wesen» 

Soo valt ons medeseer moeijelijok ende d' E. Comp" tot noch toe 
oock niet min ooatelijok dat wij alle dagen van d* aeaoomende Bchee^ 
pen grooten aenval ende veel volets op den hals hebben niet alleen 
van d' officianten maer bijÊOiiderlijck van den gemeenen voloque 
die veel tijta door quaet weer sommige dagen verweeren ende voor 
moet gesebaft worden uit Comp' magasijnen alsoo men se geen 
honger can laten lijden, wel is waer dat het d^ E: Comp' eveneens is 
waer hun volcq eet, maer dewijl men 't weer niet in de handt heeft 
800 wort echter des niet te min scheeep {'t volcq altijt wachtende) 
geschaft ende hier aen landt ooek niet op toegeleijdt buIcx dat de- 
rive dan somtij ts wel tot 200 persoonen off meer sterok nader 
veel sohepen leggtn hier verwerende mot speek ende broot moeten 
gevoet worden welcke durable victualie tot sulckx wat costeijck 
ende daor door de consumptie deser plaotse oock te grooter valt. 

Item oock ten aensien dat alle de schippers, ooopHeden, predican- 
canten, siockentroostore, vrouwenj ende kinderen ols oock allo 
andere offioianten van de btheepen tot etuijrluijden ende adasten- 
t en ja, somtij ts ooek wel baïbiers ende sargeanten in oluij» ha«r 
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selves very well and buy from the Compaüy what they require. 
|)le, however, should be continued to be 8ujpplie<l 



2i»th April. The common people, however, should be continued to be suppli 
by the Comj^any s cooks, to prevent their wasting their time 
cooking, and thus retarding their work. 



in 



The junior merchant, assistants, sick comforter, sergeant nud 
corporal would also like to receive pay in order to obtain better 
clothing for their wive^^ and children, also fine cotton socks, hats, 
boots, &o., from the ships; likeii^ise some luxuries, and such 
thin^ as are not im^xvrted by the Company and can only1>e 
obtained with money. As long as no money is ounent here, 
families would be most unwilling to live in such impeoonious 
qxuurters, for every one as soon as he arrives does his best to go* 
away as fast as he can. The men also do not like to enter into a 
fresh contniot Wause they are not partly paid in money. Wo 
havo therefore bi^n forced to give their'duchar^ to some who 
have serveil out thoir time, and were well trained m seal kiilinp, 
ganloning, and other work. We have to fill their places with new 
eomers, whwh jnits us biiek very much. Because we have no 
money we K^so our best hands, every one continually begging to 
be sent awav. 



It is also a lK»thor and very great expense to the Company that 
we are always saddled with a lot of people belonging to the ships. 
officers and men detained on shore often by bad weather, and who 
ai« to W ted fitou the Company's supplies. It would not do to 
starve them, and as no one knows belorehand what the weather 
wUl b^ their food is also prepared on K«rd. We oftm have 2(K) 
snd more ou shore who are to be fed with pork and iHwd, a most 
«xpsottTe food whii^ makes the costs of this place to swell greatly. 



iUik^pMit|aDkdolhsroffiosR« their wi^es and children 
Mh UbMMSll 



_ _ , _ ^' go to the com- 

*|Mi Mdl driiL This sntefls a grsÉl expense on the 
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harcïi uootdruft voor geit ende op reeuq : uijt Comp" luagasijueu 
mü.er voor den gemeeiieii volequö magh wel geoontinueert worden 
door Comp* oook geDeruelijok na seheepa gebruijck te laten 
schaffen andera heeft ijder te veel tijt van doen om voor sich selffs 
te koDcken ende smoocken waerdoor al te grooten verlet in 't 
Doodighe Comp* werok so ad© gecanseert worden. 

Soo souden deselvê» namentlijck ondercoopman, aaHifitenttm, 
sickentrooeter, sargeant, eorporael, mede elok gaerne wat geit op 
reeeq : genieten om daarvoor ten behoeve van vrou ende kinderen 
wat beter ende fijnder iaccken stoffj fijn gaern, ooueeu^ hoeden, 
Bohoenen &o" te coopen van d* aeiioomende seheepen als me ede 
eenige verFnaperingh &c' met deselve uijtcomende ende door d' E: 
Comp" juijst niet genonden wordende mitsgaders ooek eonder geit 
niet te crijgen weBsnde, 

Ende soo lange hier geen geit omgaet hebben wij 't vertrouwen 
dat de buijsgesinnen oock te minder genegen theijt sullen enigen 
om op soo een geldeloos pat te co men woon en want niemant soo 
lia^st hier aenlant oomt te leggen oft wil om die ooreaeeko halven 
al datelij ük weder wegh, 

Oock sou bevinden wij dat niemant sigh de Novo wil verbinden 
ora datter niet een raaent geit oft 2 op de hant oan gegeven wor- 
den sulcx dat wij daeromme al eenige hebben moeten met desü 
aeheepen (haer tijt uitgedient sijnde) verlossen die aen de robbeu- 
vanghst, plantagies ende andere nodige wercken fraij gedresseert 
waren ende ons weder tot verachterin ge met nieuwelingen sullen 
moeten behelpen, soo dat ons de bequaemste instrumenten tot 
uijtvoerioge van wat goets om de geldeloosheijt deser plaetae 't 
elckens uijt de hand vallen elck maer even seer traehtende ende 
ons aen d' ooren bellende om al voorta wegh te wesen. 

Soo valt ons mede seer moei|elijok ende d* E* Comp' tot noch toe 
oOük niet min costelijck dat wi] alle dagen van d* aenoomende scheo* 
pen grooten aen val ende veel voloqs op den hak hebben niet alleen 
van d* officianten maer bijsonderlijek van den gemeenen voloque 
die veel tijts door qiiaet weer sommige dagen ver weeren ende voor 
moet gesebaft worden uit Cvomp' magasijnen alsoo men se geen 
bouger ean laten hjden, wel is waer dat het d' E^ Comp" eveneens ia 
waer hun vobq eet, maer dewijl men 't weer niet in de handt heeft 
8O0 wort echter des niet te min scheeep ('t volcq altijt wachtende) 
geaobaft ende hier aen landt oock niet op toegeleijdt sulcx dat de- 
zelve dan somtij ts wel tot 200 persoonen off meer slerek nader 
veel sohepen leggc n luer verwerende mot speek ende broot moeten 
gevoet worden weleke durable victualie tot sulckx wat costeijck 
ende daor door de consumptie deser plaetse oook te grooter valt* 

Item oock ten aensien dat alle de Bcbippers, coopüeden, predican- 
canten, siockentrooslere» vrouwen, oude kinderen als oock alle 
andere otEoianten van de btheepen lul stuijrluijden ende adsie ten- 
ten ja> somtij ts oock wel barbiers ende sargeanten in cluijs haer 
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i*^'^- rc^juest but respectfully pray that in answer to this we may be 
2rMb April. ^®'*^ ^^^ yo^ ^^^^ gracioudy pomitted us to proceed to India 
and a more honourable and better employment, as a recompense 
for the great trouble and inconTenienee, Ac, suffered here 
especially in the commencement. You will also remember that 
the agn-ement was made that we would be relicTed when the fort 
was completed. This ha< not only been done but we have 
brought it so far that many other matters are being completed, 
whilst there is an abundance for the ships. Also the expenses 
here are more than twit-e defrayed by the seal fishery, &c. 



Therefore, as you do nc>t oaro about undertaking anjrthing else 
here, another mi^t easily be apiH)inted. However, to show not 
only that we appreciate your farours, but also more folly to 
deserve them because of our piure lore for the Company, and like- 
wise to proTc that it is all the same to us where we serve as loug 
as we give satisfaction* we do not in this press you for our relief, 
but volunteer to remain here to the end of the 5 years, hopiug 
that then jou may think of oiur promotion sudi as we are deserving 
of, and you may be sure that though placed in a humble position 
— as we are deemed by some to be in — we have done our duty 
&ithfully, and will do the same when placed in a higher position. 



We trust that at the end i»f our five years matters will be so far 
advanced here that another may easily carry them on, especially 
one who has been with us from the commencement, viz.« the junior 
Iferchant, F. Yerburgh, I'.r., if he conducts himself as he is doing 
now, or another may be ap|>oiuted whom you deem more suitable. 

(Signed) J. van Bisbesck. 

In the Fort, 28th April, 1(>>5. 
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wel sullen getuijgen eude wij dierlialvea wel soüdeii genegön 
weden op *t aldoroitmoedighste niet alleen te versoeoken ; nemaer 
oock met alle eerbiedieheijt te bidden dat wij doch op desen 
mochten geworden UEd : goetjoüstieheijdt van vorplaetsinge na 
India tot wat hoDorabler ende beter empleo voor de groot e 
moejelijckbeijdt ende ongemaok &if bier bijsonderUjok in den 
beginne geleden ten aenaien UEd : apparent oook noch wel 
indaehtigh sijn de conditie was gemaeokt dat wij souden verlost 
worden soo haest 't fort in sijn wallen opgemaeckt war© dat niet 
alleene nu al in effeotu is maer jegenwoordigb oook boo verde 
door Godes hulpe gebracht dat vele andre saeckeu mede 
op d© gangb sijo, ende overvloedige ververssinge voor 
uEd : aenoomende scheepen ^enoegb ; mitsgaders boven 
al dat d' oncosten van 't guamisoen jaorlijex dubbelt over 
te vinden uijt de robben vanghst alleen &c'' invougen XIEd : 
hier niet veel anders voor hebbende 't selve apparent wel door 
een and' met gemaok soude cunneo nagevolght worHen, soo is 't 
nochtans niet jegetistaende dit alleB dat wij echter evenwel om 
derselver gunste t' onaerwaerts niet alleen nodich te conserveren ; 
maer oock omme die noch te meer te mogen winnen uijt liefïde 
tot de Ed : Comp' ende omme te bethoonen dattet ons even eens 
is waer wij degel ve dienen als wij maer cunnen genoegen geven, 
dat wij UEd : bij desen niet hebben willen om verlost te 
worden importuijn vallen, maer goetwillichlijok presenteren 
te oontinueren tot d^expiratio van ons verjdiebte ende lopende 
vijff jarigh verbant op inf alible hoope ende Tast vertrouwen 
tJEd : ons als dan ooek sullen gelieyen gedachtigb te wesen, 
met soodanlgh advancement ende empleo als bevonden sal 
wor«len ons persoon te meriteren ende gelieven UEd : oock niet 
te twijffelen offt soodanigh wij ons hier in 't oleijne (van som- 
mige doch soo maer g'estimeert) hebben gecomporteert ende 
noch hoopen te doen dat ons in't meerder ooek ^aerne soo sullen 
trachten te dragen met hoope dat het tegen 't uijtgaen van voor- 
noamde one verbant hier wel sidckx vorder in ordre sal wesen 
dattot als voren aengevoert alsdan door een ander met gemack 
geooeoh sal cunnen nagevolght worden inaonderheijt van soo- 
danigh eene die vMi den beginne bier bij ons aen 't werck is 
geweest als namentlijck den hier sijnde onder coopman Fredrick 
Verburgh, verstaende iiigevalle sigh blijft comjrorteren als tot 
heden gedaen heeft welcke dan oft ijmant anders die TJEd : 
mochten bequamer oordeelen wij oook wel met euleke informatie 
op UEd : ordre souden cunnen version laten dat UEd : nodigen 
dienst apparent mee de wel voorts gevordert soude worden. 

Hiermede dan 

Ed : emtfeste groot achtbare^ wel wijee, vooreienige, seer be- 
fioheijdene Heereu, 



II 

2Sen April. 
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I"»- N.B.— The »hip6 take 83,l<>d seal skins. 

-^th April. 



Kequisition for the CVipe : 

1 yadit or flute with 10 or 12 piex>» for tzide with Mada- 
gascar, &&, the galiob> being too small. 

8 or 10 donkeys sent hither from St Yiooent. 

Some flat staves of in>n. 

Some borax to tinline ketties, pans^ &c. 

10 or 12 reams of paper, 2 oi large aize, and further atationery 

3 or 4 good aeinÊ. lines and fish hooks. 

1000 lbs. tobacco, aa tins article rots faster than it is sold. 

20 Iba. glue required for Tarious purjiosea. 

Some currant and gooseberry, also cheny and other trees 

in tubs filled with earth. 
Some briar seeds — those per Goad^bhein not having arrived. 

For Madagascar : 

Some flat thin iron staves like thick brood leaguer hoops. 

4 or 5 boxes of cheap beads^ 

Sone pocket and Nuremberg looking glasses. 
1000 needles. am<NDg them some sail needles. 
Bene strings of cut cryrtals. 
^ " age imitation Uood coral, round and ovaL 
f bine beads aad some painted. 



109 

Mijn Heeren, 

TTEd. na onse alderoitmoedighste gebiedoniBse ende gansoh i665. 
dienstige groete Qode in gentulen bevolen latende met toe- ggen'i ril 
wensdhinge van voorspoet in derselyer loffelijoke IndiBoho ^^ ^ 
saeoken &c^ sollen ten besluijten op 't hooghste ten eiinde voor- 
melt in haer vermogende gunsten ende go^e gratie altijt gere- 
comandeert laten. Onderstont. 

UEd: alderoitmoedighsten ende onderdanigen 

dinaeren, ende was geteijokent 

Jan van Bibbebck. 

In't Fort de Goede Hope aen Cabo 

de Boa EsperanoOi den 28 April 1655. 

Met dese scheepen gaen 
33165 robben vellen achter 
volgende d' jngeleijde oog- 
noBsementen. 



Petitie voor de Caep. 

1 jacht of fluijtien met 10 ^ 12 stuckjens tot den handel ende 

vaert op Madagascari Mauritius &e^ alsoo galijots te oleijn 

sijn. 
8 & 10 esels met d"" oft eenigh ander jacht empossant in de uijt- 

reijsen van St. Vincent te brengen. 
Eeniffe platte staven ijser. 
Wat Doraox om kotels ende pannen te vertinnen. 
10 & 12 riem pampier daer onder ten minsten 2 riem groot for- 

maet enae vorder schrijfftuijgh. 
3 è 4 ffoede zegens met wat vislijuen ende hoeoken. 
1000 Ib. taback alsoo se meer verrot als verhandelt wort. 
20 Ib. lijm tot verscheijden saecken nodigh ende te pas comende. 
Wat ael ende cruijsbesien. Item kerse oude andere boomtjes in 

balijs met aerde geset. 
Oock wat doomsaet alsoo dat van de Goutsblom vermist is. 

Yoor Madagascar. 

Eenige platte dunne isere staven als dicke breede legger hoepen. 
4^5 oassen met allerhande slechte ooralen als bij 't vertoognjen 
van Sr. Yerburgh ende onse missive van A^ pass^ gemelt is. 
Partije bouok «ade Neurenber^r spiegeltjes. 
10 C=naeldeny daeronder eemee seijmaelden. 
Eeni^* kettinghs oft masen gedepen cristal. 
Partije groote faufe bloet corael rond ende langhwerpigh. 
Do. blauwe coralen ende oock eenige geschildert. 
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uv>i. 50 oommoa scissors and kiUT^is, 

2Sth~Aprii. ^ l^rge eopper round bells. 

Carpenten' tooK &o., as specified in the letter. 

Cloth, serge, &o. 

1 round iron for the smith's bellows. 

list of medicines. 



list of papers given to Hon. van Gh)enSy commander of the fleet 
— sent per Parel to the Directors at Amsterdam : — 



1. Original letter dated 28th April, 1655. 

2. Requisition for the Cape. 

3. Continuation of Cape Journal. 

4. ,, of yy Beeolutions. 

5. Copy of notes taken by 7 men who entered the country 

50 miles. 

6. Copy of notes taken by certain ships which had called at 
Tristan da Cunha in Feb., 1643. 

7. Three brief journals of the voyage to the East of the 
Cape, Madagascar, and St. Helena — last and this year 
— ^by the skipper of the Tttlp. 

8. The same — ^long and short — ^by the chief officer of the 

TufjK likewise one of St. Helena, 1654. 

9. Ledgers of the fort, 1635. 

10. Statements of expenditure. 

11. Invoices despatched. 

12. Affidavit regarding rotten tobacco. 

13. Plaocaten of the fort 

14. Confessions and interrogatories. 

15. Criminal and Civil BolL 

16. Sentences. 

17. Pay books of the Fort. 

18. Ship's books of the Tulp. 

19. Journal and statement from the books of the Roode Vo9, 

20. Charts of the coasts and bays to the East of the Cape. 

21. „ of Madagascar. 

22. Invoice of the seal skins, &c., in the Partly &c. 



Ill 

50 eenige aleohte scheeren ende d^ messen. ^^^' 

50 groote oopere ronde bellen ende do. sohelletjes, ^^ 28en April. 

Timmerwerok ^ voor de taeffel gesorteert als bij onse 

generale missive gespeoificeert. 
Laken, ohargie Sfo" als in onse vorige missive gemelt. 
I Oogh ijser voor de smits blaesbalck. 
Catalogus van medicamenten. 

Register van de Fampleren iu handen van d' E. Hr. Rijckloff 
Van Goens, Raet Extra ordinaris van India ende Com- 
mandeur over dese jaerse retour vlote pr. 't schip de 
Pail, gedirigeert aen d' Ed: H"' Bewinthebberen van de 

generflJe Mederlantsche g'octroij eerde Cost Indische 
bmp*" ter vergaderinge van IT'*" voor de Camer Amster- 
dam. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen haer opgemelto Ed; dato 28 

April 1655. 
Petitie voor de Caep. 
Yervolch van 't Eaapsoh daghregister. 
Do. van de resolution. 
Copi] aenteijckeninge gehouden bij 7 personen die 60 

mijlen 't lant ingeweest sijn. 
Do. van seecker schip geweest aen Tristao de Cunha in 

Febr: 1643. 
Drie oort gehouden journaels van de voijagie b'oosten 

de Caep, Madagascar ende St. Helena, van verleden 

ende dese jaere van de schipper van 't galjot de Tulp. 
Do. in 't langh ende oort van de reijs b'oosten' de Caep 

gehouden van de opperstuijrman desselven galjots, 

item 1 van St. Helena oock in 't lange des jaers 1654. 
Negotie bouckjes van 't Fort de Goede Hoope des 

jaers 1655. 

Specificatie bouckjen van oncosten. 
Afgesondene Cognossementen. 
Attestatie van bedorven clooster taback. 
Placcaten van 't Fort de Goede Hoope. 
Confessien ende Interrogatorien. 
Criminele ende Civile Bol. 
Sententien. 

Soldije boucken van 't fort voorsz : 
Scheeps d** van 't galjot de Tulp. 
Joumael ende cohier uijt de boucken van de Eode Voe. 
Caertjes van de cust ende baijen b'oosten de Caep. 

do van Madagascar. 
Cognossementen van do robben vellen &c* in de 

schepen Pari, P : Roijal, Dolphijn, Gidion, Ter Tolen, 

liomjse ende Dort. 
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1Ö5Ó. 23. Letter of the siok comforter. 

28th April. '^'^* Ships' aocounts of said ships Parely &o. Seren letters of 

the officers of the ships to the Ohamber Am^rdam. 



list of documents sent per the Tei* Tolen to the Chamber of 17 
for the Chamber Zealand : — 



1. Parcel of letters and papers left behind last year. 

2. Original letter to the 17, dated 28th April, 1655, 

3. Requisition for the Cape. 

4. Copy of despatches of 1654. 

5. Cape Journals. 

6. „ Resolutions. 

7. Statement of Yerbureh regarding the voyage to the East 
of the Cape and Madagascar per the Tufj). 

8. Three short journals of said voyage and 2 to St. Helena 
and back kept by the skipper of the TuIjj. 

9. Ledgers of the Cape trade. 

10. Statement of expenses. 

11. Extract from the pay books of the fort. 

12. „ „ sh}p*8 books of the Tu!p. 

13. „ „ „ of Booih VoM. 

14. Charts of the coast to the east of the Cape. 

15. ,, Madagascar. 

10. Invoice of seal skins shipped in Ter Tolen and Loh^sp. 

17. Ships' accounts of said vessels. 
. . . Letters of ships which have touched here, for the 
Chamber, Zealand. 

List of papers sent per Parol for Chamber Hoom, &c. : 

1. Original letter to the same, dated 28th April, 1655/ 

2. Ships' books of the Rood^ Vos. 

3. Extract from the pay books of the Port. 

4. „ „ ship's books of the Tulp. 
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No. 23. Een briefken van den sieoken trooster. i^-^'»- 

„ 24. Scheeps reecq : van d' schepen Pari, P: Roijal, Dol. 2Seii Apnl. 
phijn ende Gidion, 7 stx. brieven van de opper hoolf- 
den der gepasseerde soheepen aen de Gamer Amsterdam. 

Register van de pampieren p' 't schip Ter Tolen 
gedirigeert aen d' E. Hrn. Bewinthebberen 
van de Generale Nederlantso g'octroijeerde 
Oost Indische Comp" ter vergaderinge van 
de 17'" voor de Gamer Zeelant. 

No. 1. Packet brieven ende pampieren van 't vorige jaer 

achter gebleven. 
„ 2. Originele missive aen haer opgemelte Ed : dato 28 

A^ril 1655. 
„ 8. Petitie voor de Gaep. 
y, 4. Gopie affgesondeno missive des jaers 1654. 
„ 5. Gaeps daghregis^.ers. 

6. do. resolution. 

7. Vertoogh ende resolutien van . den ondercoopman 
Verburgh gedaen wegen de voijagie b'oosten de Gaep 
ende Madagascar pr. de Tulp. 

8. Drie ooite journalen van voors : reijsc ende 2 na St. 
Helena ende wederom, gehouden bij den schipper van 
't galjot de Tulp. 

9. Negotie bouckjes van de Kaapse handel. 

10. Specificatie bouckjen van oncosten. 

11. Gohier uijt de soldije boucken van 't Fort de Goede 
Hoope. 

Gohier uijt de scheeps boucken van de Tulp. 

do. uijt de Rode Vos. 
Oaertjes van do cust b'oosten de Gaep. 

do. van Madagascar. 
Gognossement van de robben vellen &c* in Ter Tolen 
ende Louijse. 

Scheepsreecq : van oncosten van Ter Tolen ende Louijse. 
stx brieven van de aen de Gaep gewesene scheepen aen 
de Gamer Zeelant. 

Register van de pampieren pr. 't schip de Pari 
voor de Gamer Hoorn, etc. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen haer opgemelte Ed : dato 28 
April 1655. 
„ 2. Scheeps boucken van 't galjot de Roode Vos. 
„ 3. Gohier uijt de soldije boucken van 't fort de Goede 

Hoope. 
„ 4. D* uijt de scheeps boucken van 't galjot de Tulp. 

I 
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i«». list of pftpen sent per Dori to the Chamber Delft :— 

28Th April. 

1 . Original letter dated as aboTe. 

2. InToice of the seal skins, &c. 

3. Ships' accounts. 

list of papers sent per Pn'ièct*^ Roj^a f, to the Chamber, Rotter- 
dam: — 

1. G^eral letter as aboTe. 
list of papPTS, 4e„ sent per Paref to the Chamber, Enokhuysen : 

1. Original It^tter as above. 

2. InToic*^. 



Instractions for the oflBoers of the Tnip readj to start for S* 
Helena with th<* reTiim flt^t comniandel bv the Hon. v. Cro^^ns : 



As the Hon. Vïin. Goens has allowed this galiot to go in oom- 
panj with the fleet to St. Helena to catch the horses there, and a^ 
no others har»* b^en received from Batavia, whilst they are indis- 
pensable here, for varions puqx^s^es, you shall prt^ceed with tli*' 
Hon. V. Goens and submit to his orxlers, &e. 

In the Fort, 28th April, It^Ö. 

fSignetl) J. V. Hibbekck. 



115 



Begibter van de pampieren p 't fiohip Dort aea 
de Canier Delft. 

No. 1. BriefP origineel datum uts : ^^^ 

„ 2. Cognofisement van de robben vellen, &o'. 28en April. 

„ 3. Soheeps reeoq : 

Register van de pampieren, &c*, pr. 't schip 
P. Royal aen de Gamer Rotterdam. 

No. 1. Generale missive dato voorsz : 



Register van de pampieren, &c*, p' de Pari aen 
* de Gamer Enckhuijsen. 

No. 1. Originele missive dato als boven. 
2. Gognossement. 



yy 



Memorie voor d'opperhoofPden van 't galjot de Tulp 
^ereet leggende omme van hier te gaen na St. 
Helena met de retour vloote in Comp*" onder 't 

gesagh ende Gommando van d' E. h' Rijokloff van 
teens, Raed van India ende Gommandeur van 
deselve vloote. 

Dewijle sijn E. voormelt op onse versoeoken heeft toegestaen 
dit galjot mede te laten in Comp* varen na 't eijlant voornoemt 
omme aidaer met hulpe van deseelfEs vloots voloq te laten opv angen 
de paerden die op dat eijlant loopon ende deselve met 't selve galjot 
herwaerts terugh te senden, dewijle sulex bij die van de vorige retour 
jachten niet is geschiet geworden, nochte mot desen vlote oock 
gene van Batavia becomen hebben dewelcke ons alhier soo nodich 
als broot in den mond sijn tot verschei j den wercken Ao" soo sullen 
UI: haer dan op d' ordre van voorsz: Mijnheer van Goens bevorderen 
met sijn E. vloote ten eijnde voorsz : meede 't seijl te gaen ende 
wijders hebben te volgen soodanige ordre als opgemelte sijn E. u 
sal gelieven te geven waermede UI : dan geluck ende behouden 
reijse blijven toewenschen. 

In 't fort de Goede Hoope den 28 April 1655, 

Was geteijckent, Jan van Ribbbbck. 



Batavia. 
To the India Counoil. 
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No. 109. 



16^5. Our last oontaiuing nothing important was sent per Prins 

6th May. Willcm and dated 27th April last, which with the ships under 
Hon. V. Qoens is still waiting for a favourable wind. Van Goens 
will wait for the Brnia and Khuj of Poland at St. Helena. All 
the ships have been well supplied with vegetables and taken ^i 
good quantity with them. The Ttdp also took a good lot for the 
Precla and King of Pohnd. The galiot takes the skins which the 
other ships could not take, to be transhipped into the Breda and 
King of Poland^ and is to bring back the horses running on the 
island, for use here. The Boode Vo>i which takes this has been 
deemed the fittest for the waters of Formosa, being exceedingly 
strong and a good saih^, having been thoroughly repaired at 
Mauritius. Hope you are satisfied with this arrangement. The 
Hon. van Goens's letters will infonn you of affairs here. He 
carefully inspected everything. 



You also received copy of our letter to the 17, we trust that 
the contents agn^? with your vie^vs, Should you meet with any 
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Batavia. 



No, 109, 



Aen d' Ed* Urn* Gauvorüeiu-Qeuoraol, oude radüE vau India 
pr. 't galjot do litïodo Vos, gesz : 

Ed: erntfeste, maQUafte, wol wijso, voorsioiiige B6er diaoreto 
ileeren, 

MiJD Ileeren, 

Ons jonghste van sonderlingh gmn emporto ifl geweL^st pr, 't 
iehip Prins Willem gedateert 27 April verledöii leggonde uoch 
bcoetleus d' Ed: Mr. van GoeuB met de scheepen eude jaoli ten 
Pari, P : Roijael, Gidioii, Dolphiju, Ter Tolon, IjouiJBa eude 
Dordrecht te wachten op ocm gaedeo wml omme namentl : P : 
Willem na Batavia ©nde de Hr. van Goene met sijn vloote te seij- 
ien ua St. Helena ende alda^^r de2 reetereDde süheopeii Broda ende 
CoDingL ran Polen (tot liedtiu hiet niet verscheenon) to vinden 
off te in ie wachten, sijnde alio de gemolte scheepen hier van de 
tbiiïjnvnichten over vlo edigh vervorscht end o op de reijat^ vrij wat 
mode gegövou ale ooek partij e gescheept voor de gemelte scheepen 
Broda ©ade Couingh van Polen in 't galjot de ïülp door gedachte 
aijn E ' op fristeren vooraf na iSt. IJtelena g* ordonneert met last 
dewijle deDselvon door deu laiighduijrigen N. weeto winden telet 
blijft sijn rei j se tii v^^rrolgon, dat do sclRiepon Breda en de Coningh 
van Polen daer misschien al wesende tot do verschoijninge van 
sLJn E : aen St, Helena sullen blijven leggen waohtyn endo om 
geen reden met hun beijdeu ondorstaen van daer na ^t Vadi^lant 
te vertrecken, item oock om de pr, do Tulp geaoheopto vellen over 
te nemon onde om tijt to winnen ooek de paerden met liulp van 
haer scheops voloi] op te vangen endo hier te laten brengen do- 
wijl dor die van de vooralï verbrocken jachten niet toe hadden 
cunnen resolveren, 

Sijnde 't galjot de Roode Vos (waermedo dese gaet) na gedane 
visite g'oordeelt 't beqnamste to wesen voor Tajouanse vaerwater 
vermits sijn extraordinaire sterckte ende is oook beter beeeijlt 
geworden als voor desen ten aensien van een schegge, die der 
a" pass" op Mauritius onder aen de steve gebracht is sulox dat wij 
willen hopen ÜEd : hier ii2n genoegen sullen nemen *t welcke tê 
iijner tijt aengenaem hopen te horen ende boe sich de saeokeu 
hier wijders toedragen ende gelegen sijn sulion ons refereren aen't 
fiohrijven van d' Ed. Hr. Van Goens pr. Prins Willem voorsz : 
welcke van alles eohorpe opmerckingo onde inspeotio genomen 
heeft, 

Soo gaet oock hier neiïens de copio onaer generale missive 
g^Kss : aen de Hrn, 17 '^ in 't Vadorlant ommc bij TTEd : te mogen 
wifdea gospoeuleort wat wij aen dcbclve Ua^^r Ed : sijn schrijvcuda 



Geil Mü 
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1665. errors please excuse them, as our object is at all times to work for 
6th May. *^® ^^^^ interests of the Company, &c. 



To gain more favour with our masters we liave offered to serve 
out our 5 years here altogether and trust that this may also be a 
pleasure to you and that you may think of a good employment 
for us when we leave this for India. We beg your powerful 
favour for the purpose. 



The provisions per KahelJaHW have been received in good order. 
We thank you for the care you have shoAvn for us— we would have 
been glad if we had received more than 10 leaguers arrack, for the 
quantity will be too small — nearly 4 or 5 leaguers are used for the 
Hottentoos if there is a ohaucG of barter. We shall therefore not 
be able to treat them so liberally this year, and be obliged also to 
diminish the daily supply to our men. Spanish wine will also 
have to be taken from the ships for rations. We therefore ask to 
be in future supplied with more arrack which is very aooeptable to 
the men in cold weather. 



Would also like to have some finer linen than the Guinea sort. 
The officers are now very much in want of it for shirts, &c. 
Would like to have some Mouris, Salampouris or such Btu£F. 



We beg to get the sugar in casks, as in the oanisters it melts away 
fto much that we hurdly receive a quarter of the quantity shipped. 
Wo might otherwise have had enough for 3 or 4 years with the 
*l «autity sent. 

We out this short that the galiot may be in time for the Formosa 
trade. 

The two brass oannons we have sent home per Parel — ^you receive 
'^ iron ones of 6 lbs. and 49 barrels of muskets as per invoice. 



(Signed) J. T. Bibbbsck. 
A the Fort» 6th May, 1655. 
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*tweloke hoopen alles met UEd : goede intentie over dese saecken ^ I6ó5. 
meest sal comen te aocordeeren ; edoch dewijle het soo nauw oft ' '6en"Mei. 
oven juist qualijck te treffen oft te passen is als wij wel genegen 
sijn te doen soo versoecken seer dienstelijk in 'tgene abuijs oft 
errour mochte wesen U£d. ons gelieven t' excuseren als hebbende 
niet anders voor dan na dorselver wijser als ons oordeel ons beste 
vlijt te doen tot den meosten dienst van d' Ed. Comp^ 

Bij welcke missive UEd : oock sullen leson hoe dat wij om der 
Urn : Mrs. gunste te meer te winnen hebben gepresenteert ous 
5-jarigh verbandt alhier volcomen uijt te dienen op oock inf alible 
hope ende vertrouwen UEd. 'tselvebijsonderlijck mede aengenaem 
wesen sal, mitsgaders te meer genegen maeckou omme daertegen 
overcomende voor ons op een goet empleo in India te dencken 
waertoe mij voornemen tlijcq derselver vermogende gunst blijven 
versoecken. De provisie <fcc" pr. de Cabeljau gesonden sijn ons 
achtervolgens de factura wel beeomen LTE : bedauckende voor de 
goede sorge over ons dragende; wenschte maer eenelij ck dat wat 
meer als de gesondene 10 leggers aracq hadden beeomen alsoo 
ons deselve wat sober vaUen sal dewijle bijna wel 4 a 5 leggers 
voor de Uottentoos (wat handel vallende) nodich hebben die der- 
iialven desen jare soo heel liberael daer meede niet sullen cuuuen 
traoleren ende ons volci^ ous dagelijox rantsoen oock moeten 
besnijden; ende echter noch alSpaense wijn tot volcq rantsoen 
gelicht worden. Versoecken dierhalven seer gedienstigh ons in 
toecomende wat meer aracq magh gesonden worden, se compt in de 
koude 't volcq sekers niet 't onpas. 

Onder de deeden wenschten meede wat fijnder linnen gehadt te 
hebben als gunees lijwaet alsoo d' officianten jegenwoordigh daer- 
omme heel. verlegen blijven om een hemt oft ijts van te maecken 
des meede als vooren dienstelijck versoucken om oock wat fijnder 
lijwaet gelijok als mouris salmpouris of diergelijoke bij petitie 
^ostelt. 

De suijoker versoecken oitmoedichlijck dat ons na desen mede 
ia vaten mach toegdionden worden, dewijle deselve in de canassers 
soo wegh smelt dat wij het é"* part niet over crijgen souden anders 
•lOQ de gesonden partij e wel 3 a 4 jaer genoeg h hebben, p^ memorie 
yade dese dos cort affbreeckende om UEd : in haeste dit galjot toe 
Le senden ten eijnde 'tselve na derselver intentie noch vroegh 
genoegh moohte comen tot het Tajowanse vaerwater. 

De 2 metalen stucken sijn na UEd : ordre p' de Pari, na 't 
Vaderlant gelargeort, eude gaen hierbij nooh '2 isere van 6 Ib. 
eude 49 stx ioopen van musquets ende voors meede na Batavia 
aohterrolgende 't cognossement in desen geslooten. Hiermede, 
iSd : emtfeste, manhafi^te, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer besoheijdene 
heeren, Mijn Ueeren, 

Willen wij UEd: na onse oitmoedige gebiedenesse ende 
seer dienstige groete Gh)de in genaden bevolen ende in derselver 
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lC..-)ü. 
6th Maj^ 



llequisition for the Capo from India : — 

10 or 12 donkeys. 

20 lasts rice. 

25 leaguers arraok. 

3 or 4 pieols white sugar in casks or hoxes. 

4 pieols wax. 

1 pieol pepper. 

10 or 12 lbs. mace. 

20 lbs. cinnamon and some cloves. 

Clothes for the men — 

4 parcels Guinea linen. 

4 do blankets— Suratte or Golconda. 

4 do blue baftas. 

100 pieces gingham of different colours. 

1 parcel tanachelas. 

2 parcels sail cloth. 

2 do common and fine mouris. 
2 do salampouris. 

List of papers sent to Gov. Gen. Maatsuycker and the India 
Council per Roocie Vos, dated 6th May, 1655 ; — 

1. Original letter to the Council dated as above. 

2. Copy of letter to the 17 dated 28th April, 1655. 
8. Requisition for the Cape from India. 

•1. Ship's accounts. 

5. Ship's books of the lioode Vos, 

6. Invoice of said galiot. 
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vermogende giinsto ton eijndo voorsz: gerooonimandeert ^^^• 
laten. Gen Mui. 

UEd, gansoh oitmoedigen ondo 
In't Fort do Gondo Ilopo, ouderdauigen Dienaer. 

den H Maij 1655. Was geteijckent 

Jan van Bieheec k. 



Petitie voor de Caop uijt India. 

10 a 12 esels als voor doson ges : 
20 lasten rijs. 
25 leggers aracq. 

3 a 4 pi col witte suijekor iii vaten oft kisten alsoo anders 

't vierde part niet overcompt. 

4 picol was. 

1 picol peper. 

10 a 12 lb. foelij. 

20 lb. cancel ende wat nagelen. 

Tot volcx versclioonin«j:li onde cleedingli, &o*. 

4 paoken Gunees linnen. 

4 packen deeckens Zurats off Golcondas. 

2 packen blauwe baftas. 

160 stx. allerhande gecoleurdo gingans. 

1 pack tafFaohelas. 

2 packen seilcleeden. 

2 d' gemeen ende fijne mouris. 
2 d" salmpouris. 

Kegister van de pampiereu gedirigeort aeu d' Ed: H' Joau 
Maetsuijcker, Gouverneur- Generaol eudo liaden van 
India p 't galjot de Roode Vos dato 6 Maij 1655. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen opgeniolte Imor Ed: datum ntbi 
„ 2. Copie d" gesz. aen d' Ed: U/" 17" dato 28 April 1655. 
„ 3. Petitie voor de Caop uit ludia. 
„ 4. Scheepsreecq: van oncosteu. 
„ 5. Scheepsboucken van do Koodu Vos. 
„ 6. Cognossement van d" galjot. 
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No. 110. 



To the Hon. R. v. Goens, Commander of thf* Iteluin fleet about to 
leave Table Bay for Holland. 



ifióó. Wherras by means of the Tulp many young apple and orange 

6tii Mav. ^^®^s and some young pigs might be obtained from St. Helena for 
this plaee, and we are afraid that Skipper Samuel will pay very 
little attention to his verbal instructions and his sucoessor may do 
likewise, we humbly request you to onler the officers of the galiot 
not to forget to bring them. The gardener tells us that hundreds 
of trees might be brought in tubs with the roots carefully covered 
with earth and placed in the hold to be protected from the salt 
spray. When they arrive here the season will just be fit to plant 
them. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebebck. 
In the Fort, 6th May, 1005. 
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No. 110. 

Aen d' E: H'' Bijokloff van Goens, Extraordiuaire Kaed van 
India ende Commandeur van de retour vloote seijlreet 
leggende in de Taeffelbaij aen Cabo de Boa Esperance 
omme te vertrecken over St. Helena na 't Patria. 

E: emtfeste, wijse, voorsienige, seer discrete Heere, 

Mijn Heere. 

Dewijle ons van St. Helena seer gevoughelijok met 't galjot de ifir.ó. 
Tulp veraoheijde jonge appel ende lemoen boomt j es, als ooek ^ ^~j. . 
eenige oleijne jonge verekens om hier aeu te focken, soude ouuurn 
overgebracht worden, ende wij halff beducht si ju dat schipper 
Samuel (sulox mondelijok gereoommandeert sijnde; daor op na 
alle apparentie weijnigh acht sal slaen ende die in sijn plaetsd 
comen moohte oook misschien uijt siju selffs niet om dencken 
soude, 8O0 versoeoken wij seer demoedighlijck eade dienstnrunde- 
lijck XJEd. doch gelieve gedachtigh te blijven 't selve aen de weder 
herwoertskeerende opperhooffden des gemelten gal jots te recom- 
manderen ofi^ bevelen soo UEd. ten meesten dienste van de E : 
üomp** goet vinden sal te behooren, ons wort beright van den 
hoevenier dat men die bij honderden offt meer jonge boomt j es in 
bosjens gebonden ende in balijs met aerde de wortel maer geleijt, 
mitsgaders alsoo in'c ruij m geset om voor't soutwater geoonser- 
veert te blijven wel souden cunnen overbrengen sullende oock 
daartegen fraije bequaeme vochtige tijt aentrenen om te planten. 
Pr. memorie. Ende 

Hiermede, 

Ed: emtfestOy wijse, voorsienige, seer discrete Heere. 

Mijne Heere! — ^Met UBd: waerde, beminde onde lieve 
kinderen nevens alle sijne bij hebbende goede vrunden na onse 
oitmoedige gebiedenisse ende dienstige groete Qode in g juiuleu 
bevolen mitsgaders toegewenscht een geluckige behouden reijse van 

UEd: gansch oitmoedige ende onderdanigen dienaer, 
Was geteijckent, 

Jan van Biebbkck. 

In^t Fort de Gk)ede Hoope, 
den 6 Maij 1655. 
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No. UI. 



Instructions for th»* Assistant Jan Wouters, i)rocee(ling with the 
decked boat to Saldanha Bay to find out whether any natives 
are thore^ with whom some barter might take place. 



ir,:>.). Being provisioned for 14 (Lays for ö men, and furnished with 

— J»21bs. copper and 451bs. tobacco, and with 2 carronnades for the 
ut I . unc. \^^^^ g^ig^ other arms, &c,, you shall leave to-night and touch at 
Robben Island to place the:*e tlie 5 sheep obtained to-day^ and 
take on board I'ieter Hosick, as we can spare no one here. You 
must leave the order that the sweet potatoes which you take with 
you are to be planted on the island, to see whether they will not 
thrive in the soft sand. The same must be done on Dassen Island, 
where you are also to see whether at this time of the year the seals 
creep high up on land and cjiu be caught. Tlie same must be 
inquired into as regaids the islets in Saldanha Bay, to be of use 
afterwards. 



If you find smy natives in the Ba>', you must do your best to get 
as many sheep as possible, and pay for them fully as much as wo do 
here, as much is required for the ships in addition to the vegetables 
in the gardens. But as the boat can carry no cattle you must tell 
the natives, if they have any, to bring them hither, as they will be 
treated well. If you find any ti*ade, then do not leave before your 
wares are used up. The sheep are to be temporarily placed on the 
islet where there are still 7 running. When you leave you are to 
take them all to Hobben Island. Also let us know, that we may 
provide you vnth more goods, or perhaps send the Tulp to take in 
the rest of the sheep — In 8 or 10 days we expect her back from 
St. Helena. 



Hon Juni. 
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No. 111. 

Memorie offte TnBtmotie voor den Adsistent Jan Woutersz : gaende 
met d' opgeboeijde boot van hier na de baij van Saldanha 
om te vernemen oft daer oook eenige inwoonders ende 
handel te vinden sij, &o" . 

Ten weloken eijnde UI. dan behoorlijok vcrsien sijnde ten 1055 
behoeve van 8 eters met provisie voor 14 dagen benefïens 92 Ib. 
ooper ende 45 Ib. taback tot ooopmansz : met 2 steen stuck j ens op de 
boot ende ander geweer, &c"- soo sal UI : oook noch desen avont 
mits de lichte maen in de name des Hoeron de roijso aenvangen 
empassant aondoende voor 't oorst 't EoLben Eijlant om daer 
op te setten de mede nemende 5 schapen heden geruijlt lichtende 
totu meerder versterokinge Pieter Hosick van d'^ eijlant dewijlo 
wij hier seer qualijok iemant meeruijt 't nodige werck missen 
mogen ende latende ordre om de medegaeude patatdissen op 't 
Robben Eijlant te planten om te sien oft se daer in de mulle 
sant gront niet wel sullen aerden gelijck oock laten doon suit 
op 't Dassen Eijlant 'twolck empassant oock aen doen moet, om te 
sien off sich de robben dees tijt van 't jaer daer oock in menichte 
hoogh op 't lant begeven ende gevangen souden cunnen worden 
van 'twelck op d' eijlantjes in de Saldanha Baij meede pertinente 
inspeotie nemen moet, om ons ten dienste van de Comp' bij tijt 
ende wijle van te mogen dienen. 

Ende wanneer UI : in die baije dan corapt ende eeuige inwoon- 
ders vint, suit allen mogelijcken vlijt aenwenden om soo veel 
schapen te mijlen als emmers doenlijck sij ende opdat ghij temeer 
beoomen suit mooght wel rijckelijck soo veel voor deselve geven 
als wij hier doen, alsoo d' E. Comp' aen groote pertij e om haer 
Ed: scheepen neffens de thuijn vruchten meede te ververssen 
grootelijckx gelegen sij tot conservatie van 't scheeps voleq gesont- 
heijty maer dewijle UI : met de boot geen koebeesten sout cunnen 
vervoeren soo moogt d' jnwoonders eenige presenteerende te ver- 
staen j^even dat se daermede gelieven hier aen 't fort te comen mot 
verseeokeringh van alle goet tractement ende indien gij handel 
vindt soo en begeeft UI : van daer niet bevoren al u coopmansz : 
vemegotieert sijn, stellende de schapen telckens op seecker 
eijlantjen daer der jegenwoordigh noch 7 van ons lopen, in de 
voorhaelde baij tot u vertreck wanneer dan soo veel van daer na 't 
Bobben Eijlant brengen suit als voeren eunt, doende ons met eene 
de weete om u oook alsoo weder met ander coopmansz : te mogen 
version ; offte oock wel 't galjot de Tulp derwaerts te schicken tot 
vervoer van de resterende schaepen welek galjot wij doch binnen 
8 a 10 dagen weder van St. Helena hier verwachten. 
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16W. j^^ whereas we have also orally commnnioated to yoii our 

1 4t}i Jiine. wiflhes and therefore you are fully aware of what is for the beft 

interests of the Company, we leave ever\*thing to your diligence, 

&Q. 

(Signed; J. V. IIiebeeck. 
In the Fort, 14th June, 1655. 



No. 112. 
Patria. 

To the Chamber of 17 — Sent per the Prins f e Paard. 



4ih .Tilly. In our last of the 28th April, sent by Hon. v. Gbens, we advised 
you minutely of evorythiiig, and stateil what ships of the old and 
new Company had touched here. We now enclose copy of letter 
sent to India, and which we did not send then, and also a list of 
ships whioh have been here since January last. Such a list we 
intend to send ever}' year for your information. You also receive 
ci:>py of letters sent us from India with Hon. van Goens, and like- 
wise our journal since. From the latter you will see some wonder- 
ful doings of Herry as noted down «circumstantially in June. It 
\nl\ be unnecessary to add anytliing more excepting as regards 
Herr\'*8 allies. 



Under date 23rd June you ^^-ill read how the Interpreter Herrj* 
has asain shown himself at the fort and requested the old friend- 
■bip ftat as before he mi^ht live under our protection. And in 
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Eode alfloo UI: onse intentie vorders bij monde oook in *t breede ^^^• 



ie yerclaert, dierbalven frenoeghsaem ten dienste van d' E: Com- 
pagnie behoort g' informeert ende g' instrueert te sijn soo sullen 
't nier bij laten ende alles op u naerstieheijt latende aencomen tot 
beduijt toewensohen een geluokige heen ende wederom reijse. 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, Was geteijckent, 

den 14 Junij 1666. Jan aan Riekbbck. 



Hfii Juni. 



No. 112. 
Patria. 

Aen d' Ed: Heeren Mijn Heeren de Bewinthebberen van de 
Generale Nederlantse g' octroi jeorde Oost Indische Oomp' ter 
vergaderinge van de 17*" p 't jacht de Prins te Paert gesz: 

Ed: emtfeste, groot achtbare, wel wijse, voorsienige, ende seer 
bescheijdene Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren. 

Met ons jonghste schrijven van den 28 April pass" p^ de retour 
vloote onder d' E. Van Goens 10 Maij van hier over St. JTelena 
na 't Vaderlaudt vertrooken, hebben wij na onse meijninge UEd. , 
van alles g' adviseert mitsgaders oook specificie wat schepen van 
de oude ende nieuwe Compagoie hier als doen aengeweest eode 
weder voorts na Batavia vertrockon waren, manqueremle maor de 
oopie der missiven bij ons daer met gesondon aen d' Kd: Urn. 
Gouvemeur-Generael ende Raden van India welcko derlialvon bij 
desen senden. Item oock een corte memorie oftte iio.itio van de 
schepen hier zedert Januarij A" pass" aengeweest hoedanige 
memorie voornemens sijn alle jaren over te stuijrcn om altijt in 
't oort sulox bij UEd. nagesien te cunnen worden. 

Soo gaet oock mede oopie van de Ed: Jieeren Generael ende 
Baden van Indias missiven becomeu p^ d' E: Van üoensde jachten 
Gabeljau ende Prins te Paert nefFons oock ons daghregister sedert 
't vertreok van gedachte H' Van Goens gehouden waer bij UEd: 
wat wonders wegen llerrij's doen (in do maent van Junij largo 
geregistreert) sullen lesen daertoe ons derhalven ten principalen 
sijn gedragende om hier niet al te langh te vallen gelijck mede 
tot onse vooraffgesondene missiven voor soo veel in desen 
niet verandert wort principalijck eenighsints sullende vallen in 't 
poinot van Herri j's g'allieerde. 

Tot welcke sake dan comende soo sullen UEd : in ons dagh- 
r^;ister voorsz : onder dato 23 Junij lesen cunnen hoe dat de 
tobq Herrij sigh alsdoen weder voor ons in 't Fort heeft ver- 
thoont ende d' oude vruntschap versocht om als voor desen weder 
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order to be more pleasantly accepted he had come with some 
4th Jiilv. ï^fttivos and about 40 head of cattle, '^0 of which beauties wo 
obtained for a very fair price. The rest were his own obtaincMl 
from the same Saldanhars and which he begged that he might 
retain for his family and be allowed to graze near the fort, &c., 
promising, by giving signal proofs of the same, that we would 
henceforth obtain from the Saldanhars as much cattle as we wished, 
for which he had made arrangements, which he would still further 
complete. He had however prouiisod the Saldanhars that he wonhl 
endeavour to persuade us to seize the cattlo of the Caapmans and 
banish them and their families, whom we always calleil his allios 
and who had murdered the boy and Were the real cattle thieves — 
he being prepared to show us some of the animals still among 
those of these Caapmans — that we should also kill some pointed 
out by him, aflirming that we would do a great service to the real 
Saldanhars and incline them accordingly to barter their cattle to 
us, — This was always our opinion. IL^ also stated, what we found 
to be the case that his so-called allies, though liaving much cattle^ 
never would sell us any, except sometimes a sick or scurvy beast, 
although they were well treated, and offered a good price. They 
always pretended that they had none to spare, and what they had 
was for the support of their families. As they sometimes have 
much cattle and again very little, it is evident that they obtain 
them by theft, as they never trade. Herry tells us plainly that if 
we do not seize them the Saldanhars will never oome near iis with 
(onfidenoe, because of the great trouble caused them by these 
Caapmans who are sheltered by us. He reminds us of examples 
seen daily by ourselves. He professes not to be guilty of the murder 
of the boy and the theft of the cattle, but only left because he 
feared that we might think that he was hand-in-glove with them. 



During all the time ho had never been with them and had no 
pommunioation with them whatever, as they were not suoh good 
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onder save giiarde van de Oomp^ to m^gon bij ons wonen ondo ^ 
orame daertoe te aengenamor te werden g'acoepteert waa mot |,.,j j^n 
oenige inwoonders ende omtrent 40 stx. schoone vette koebeesteu 
aengecomen waerfan door sijn toedoen ten eersten in de 30 stx. 
redelijok civil sender moeijten reuijlden de reste waren de sijno 
georegen van de selve Saldanhamans weleke versoohte dat hij 
r.',ochte behouden voor sijn familie ende huijshoudinge mitsgaders 
oock te weijden onder 't faveur van onse fortresse Ao'* belovende 
gelijok nu met waerteeokenen begonnen had te maecken dat wij 
Yoortaen van de Saldanhamans soo veel vee souden crijgen als wij 
begeerden waertoe hij 't werck omtrent deselve diep te lande- 
waert in hadde beleijt ende noch vorder beleggen wilde soo wij 
na sijn seggen metter tijt oock voloomentlijck in effect bevinden 
souden maer was versproocken met de gemelte Saldanhars dat hij 
.. ons soude soeoken te bewegen om de Caepmans 

Sen "^°'' ^ <iiö ^}i altijt sijne g'aUieerden genoempt ende 
den jongen vermoort hebbon mitsgaders oock 
de reohte dieven van onse beesten sijn, waervan hij ons oock 
noch eenige ondor hare troppen wilde wijsen etc haer vee aff- 
handich te maeoken ende haer lieden met vrou ende kinderen 
wegh te nemen ende te vervoeren, als oock eenige die ons aen- 
weeet doot t^ slaen affirmerende dat wij de reohte Saldanhars 
offte inwoonders hier te lande daer meede groeten dienst 
Bouden doen ende genegen maeckou mot veele vee aff te oomon 
om civil ende in goede affeotie mot ons altijt te handelen : 
Bulcx niet onso opinie altijt heeft overeengeoomon. Item oook 
gelijok hij meede affirmeert ende bij ons van tijt tot tijt onder- 
vonden ende alle dagen noch al meor ondervonden wort nietjegen- 
staende dat deso sijn genoemde g'aUieerden veel vee hebben noijt 
ijts aen ons hebben willen verhandelen als somtij ts een heesjen 
ofte schaep dat sieok en : sohorff was hoeseer met goede traeto- 
men ten daertoe aengehaelt endo wat haer oock voor 't selvo 
gepresenteert is altijt voorgevende dat geen missen mochten, 
maer die beliouden wilden tot haer onderhoudt &c'. hebbende 
somtijts veel ende altemets weijnioh vee gulex deeruijt oook 
genoecheaem mereken dattet op den rooff halen de wij Ie als geseijt 
doch geen negotie doen. Herrij seght oock ront uijt ingevalle 
wij niet willen verst aen om haer al voeren met vee ende al na 
ons te nemen dat de Saldanhars noijt vrijmoedigh sullen derven 
aencomen vermits den groeten overlast die se van haer (onder 
ons beschut sijnde) lijden moeten tot betuijgingho bijbrengende de 
dagelijoxe exempelen die wij selfPs voor oogen sien, sich vorder bij- 
sonder excuserende van dat geen schuit altoos aen 't doodon van den 
jongen ofte 't weghvoeren van de beesten hadden, ende dat wegh 
gegaen was ware geschiet om dat vreesde wij dencken soude hij 
verstant met haer hadde maer hat noijt in al die tijt bij haer 
geweest oft oook eenigh verstant dien aengaende met deselve 

K 



130 

1655. friends, for if they oould have met him alone they would have 
4 th .Tiilv. iiil<ïd him, as he always strove to fraternize with the Saldanhars, 
whose enemies the Caapmans were. This, he sav?, we may have 
observed from the commencement (which is qute true), that 
he Dover ventured to trust himself among the Caapmans except in 
our company. He knew how to adduce beautifully a hundred 
pro< fs ff his innocence and the guiltiness of the Caapmans fully 
agreeing with our own opinion^ and endeavoure*! to persuade u^^ 
to do as stated above, to which we are not so averse, as ve daily 
see before our eyes the stolen cattle among their own. 



In your letter of 6th October, 1654, you ordered that if Herry 
were caught and found guilty ho was to be sent in chains to 
Batavia, but he at present knows so well how to profess his 
innocence, and promise his faithful services to the Company, 
that not only do we fully accept his innocence but have also 
allowed him again to live among us, as we find that he 
will be of great service to us for whilst he was absent we were 
in great straits. Therefore in our opinion (though he may be a 
hypocrite which we do not exactly believe) he should be kept on 
with friendship and prudence, especially for the service which he 
can do to the company, and of the importance of which he does 
not appear to know anything. 



A» regards the Caapmen supposed by us to be his allies, and who 
have stolen our cattle and murdered the boy, concerning whom you 
wished that the murderers, if caught, should be capitally punished, 
and that as much cattle shoidd be taken from them as they stole 
from us, we are still of the same opinion, viz. : that all their cattle 
should be taken from them as Heiry also advises us to do, and them- 
selves made prisoners that the roads may remain safe; and the more 
so as the other natives will not mind it and be served by it, so that 
(hey will come with more confidence to trade ^vith us, as they and 
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gebat] » want soo goode TmnSefi niet en eijh ende indien sa bem 
maer alleen om een hoeojön condeö orïiVen Bonden hem welhaest 
dootslaen vermits hij altijt met de Satdanhara gesocht heeft te 
houden eüde sij lieden vijandeü van deselve sijn gelijok hij seijde 
fftb o ook waer ie) dat wij van den bBgmne aen wel gesien ende 
gemerokt hadden hij sigh noijt sonder ons in cMsrap' onder de 
gemelte Caepmaiis heeft derven verttouwen ende hij honderden 
andere redenen meer te sïjner veischooninge ende ontsehult 
miti^gaders *t harer helastinge, (met on se opinie veel aooorderende) 
frai] wetende in te brengen, ende ons dapper met eenen soectende 
te persuaderen tot het vorige waer van wij soo heel vreempt niet 
en eijn vermits Comp' aff gestolen heeeten dooh dagelijckx voor 
onte ooge onder de hare solffs moeten eien gaen wei j den. 

TJEd ! waren in haren jonghste gedateert 6 Octob : 1654 
van aivijs dat men Herri j crïjgende ende schuld igh vin- 
dende aen 't roven van de beesten soude na Batavia senden 
om daer in de kettingh te laten ^aen, maer die weet jegen- 
woordigh sijn on t schuit soodanigh te doen met sul eken 
frai jen intree van goede dieneten voor d* E. Comp" dat wij niet 
alleen sijn onsnhult voIeomentli|ck aennemen ma^r<*^'^k toegestaen 
hebben als voor desen weder bij ons te wonen f^m d' E : Oomp'" als 
tolcq te mogen dienen alsoo wij doch meroken van denselven al 
veel dienst sullen cunnen t reeken j bïJÊonderUjek vermits wij door 
aijne absentie in veel dingen seer verlegen sijn gevallen invongen 
onsea oordeels (al scheen hij schoon eenighsints wat geveijnst te 
gaen dat wij noohtans niet wel denoken) doDselven echter met 
vnmtsohap ende voorsicheijdt sal dienen oengehonden prinoipael 
om den dienst die d' E. Comp" door hem can genieten daer Inj *t 
eelffs niet eens en merokt oÉFte op en denokt. 

Maer aengaende Ca^pman die wij tevoren gelijok gesegt altijd 
meenden sijn g' al lieerde te weaen ende seeokerlijok on se heesten 
göfetoolen ende den jongen vermoort hebben over welcke UEd : 
van advijs waren dat men de moordor van de jongen orijgende 
met de doot soude straffen ende hacr vee aentreffende soo veele 
ende niet meer affnemen als se ons ontvoert hebben sijn wij (ala 
voor desen te meer gesz :^ van advijs waerbij f doch onder correctie) 
als noehj jae meer dan te voorea persisteren dat men die schelmen 
na ons vorige schrijven ende Herrijs jegenwoordigh daer op vol- 
gende raad al haer vee behoor ien aff te nemen ende ons van hare 
persoenen met eenen sulckx te verseeckeren dat se ons de wegen 
niet onveijligh maeoken outmim temeer dewijle schijnt te blijcken 
dat het d* andere jnwoonders 'lun niet alleen en sullen aentreoken 
maecT bijsonder welgevallen ende voor goeden dienst aen haer 
daermede gedaen aennemen ende dat se alsdan oock te vrij moe- 
digher souden aencomen om met ons te handelen is mede seeoker 
genoegh want den overlast dien sij lieden aoo wel als wij in do 
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also we are greatly incouvenienoed by these thieving sharpers in 
4^hTulv. ^^^' intercourse and trade, so that the most patient cannot stand it. 
Often wo have enough to do to restrain our own people, who are 
not allowed to take vengeance for the annoyance caused them. 
Often quarrels take place between them and these Caapmen, 
causing us no end of trouble to settle them, and make peace ; we 
therefore think that the best time has come to take vengeance on 
these Caapmen and deliver the Company from their annoyances, 
thus removing every obstacle in tlie way of trade with the real 
Saldauliai-s inland, wlio are a civil lot and inclined to trade and 
friendship. This would much further peace and quiet. Against 
these allies of Herry we are always to be on our guard, and we 
have already been thinking of the means to carry out our plans 
without shedding blood, if possible. We would however like 
beforehand to get all their comrades Jind (^attle togetlier, in order 
thoroughly to recoup ourselves. As the real murderer may not be 
discovered, for they would not like to implicate one another, all 
might be kept as slaves and some sent tu Batavia and others to the 
islands to be used in the seal fishery ; the latter might be fed on 
seals' meat alone without expense — some may also be kept in 
chains for fetching wood. This would not injuriously affect the 
other natives but incline them the more readily to come to us, as 
llerry afiirms, and we have observed in many ways. In former 
letters we mentioned the insults suffered by us from these Caap- 
men, so that they have become unbearable. It is tnie that we 
obtain a little service from some of them, who fetch wood for the 
cooks, but this is all, and they receive sufficient food and drink in 
return, also arrack and tobacco and kind words. But now that 
Herry behaves so well, we may depend for such labour on his 
people and for the same pay, whilst they would be quite subser- 
vient to us, a condition not to be expected from the Caapmen 
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haDdelinge van deso diefaohtige troggelaers lijdon is bijna onver- ^^^^* 
draegelijok selffs voor Janghmoedige ende sachtsinnige, ja hebben 4^ii"jui;, 
't somtijts quaet genoegb om ons volcq van haer aff te houden die 
der oock dickmael billijok over murmureu, vermits haer wegen 
den overlast niet mogen revengercn : hoedaniee querellen in 
versoheijden oleijnioheden veeltijts tusschen haer ende don 
gemenen volcqe voorvallend : ende ons al te met vrij wat 
werok ende moei j ten geeft om ter neder te leggen, ende 't 
appaijseren derhalven ons (onder correctie; dunokt den 
reohten tijt nu geschapen te sijn om Oomp' gereohtelijoke 
gaarant van de gomelte Caepmans te halen ende d' E : Comp*^ van 
dien trouloosen ende in alle gelegentheijt seer schadelioken hoop t' 
ontlasten om niet alleen van naren overlast be vrijt te wesen maer 
oock een open deure to^ den handel ende nader alliantie van do 
rechte Saldanhamans te landewaert in te hebben dat fraije civile 
luiden ende roer genogen tot handel ende vruntschap schijnen 
tot vrij grooter gerustheijt als jegenwoordigh dat men met d^e 
Herrij's gallieerde doch altijt omsichtigh gaeu ende op wel nauwe 
hoede voor haer wesen moeten , wordende daeromme bij ons oock 
al op middelen gedacht om 't solve mogelij (^k sijndo soniler bloot- 
stortinge bij goede occasie in 't werck te stellen maer hadden 
gaerne eerst al hun raackers met hner vee bij oen om degelijcke 
betalinge te mogen nemen, ende dewijlo ir en misschien den regten 
moorder van den jongen niet wel seeckerlijek sullen cunnen uijt- 
vinden alsoo al gevan<^en sijndo malcandor niet gaerno beclappen 
sullen willen, soo soude men mogen daerte<;;en haer al te malen 
voor slaven houden ende partijo na Batavia senden, mitsgaders 
eenige onder goede verseeckeringe op d' eij landen <^ebruijckon tot 
den robbenvan^^hst met welck \ leijs men haer oock sender eonigh 
ander eten genoechsaom cjsteloos vooden can, item oock sonimigo 
in de kettingh alhier tot hout halen gebruijcken dewijle doch gueii 
swariohoijt te maeekon is dat hot Tiaor d' andere inwoondoron 
sullen aentrecken offto schouw maer genegen maecken, om to 
onbeschroomder met haer noo tot ons ante oomen, gelijck ons 
Herrij wel duijdelijok affirmeert ende wij oock aan vele dingen 
genoeghsaem mereken, verclaren oock gelijck in ons voorige 
aohrijvens meede diokmaol gedaeu hebben : dat wij soo veel hoon 
ende smaet van de gemel'e Üaepmans lijden dattet langhor onver- 
dragelijck valt, 't is wd waor dat wij van eenige onder haer 
redelijcken dienst genieten mot branthout voor de oookx te halen 
maer dat is al de melok die do koe goofTt, ende moeten daertoe 
oook genoegh met eten ende drincken alsooek aracq, tabacq, 
ende sohoone woorden gecoght worden, endo uu sigh Herrij 
weder dus fraij voor d E : Comp' instelt sal ons derselvon 
dienst van sijn volcq volgens eijgen presentatie endo voor desen 
ondervindinge niet mauqueren edoch wel mode voor genot 
als boven maer gencegnsaem onder subjectie ofi'te onse 
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•1656. rascals. Our principal object however will be to lull tbem into 
'itliJiiiv. f<>^urity that when the opportunity offers we may seize it. We 
would therefore like to be nearer to you that we might more 
quick ly receive your reply and orders. If however we must wait 
for tlie letter we fear that we shall lose 1 ho fine opportunity, which 
tili(»uld be seized as soon as possible. Perhaps in this way Eoroe 
advantages might be secured to the Company further inland, from 
which we are now debarred by the Caapmen. 



Should you still be inclined to communicate with Madagascar and 
Mauritius, and explore Tristan d' Acunha, please think of the flute 
OP yacht asked for by us, but a better sailer than the Bloemendaal ; 
one like the Konkcrhen. It is too dangerous to navigate in those 
waters with galiots, as the latter have only one deck, which would 
be easily smashed by the heavy seas on the east coast. We 
require a vessel with two strong decks for the work. Tlie Tulp 
now here might then be sent to Batavia. 



As with Herry's assistance much cattle is again obtained and 
more is likely to be had, whilst we give more than formerly for the 
animals in order as soon as possible to get enough so that we may 
depend entirely upon the increase for supplying the vessels and the 
garrison, thus saving the salted meat and pork, copper will 
vanish very fast, especially the plate and thick wire. We there- 
fore wish to be provided with plate copper and wire as ordered per 
Qoudahloom last year, — very few thin wires, but many thick ones, 
also a thousand lbs. strong Martinique tobacco which they like very 
well. Do not send expensive cloister tobacco, as it spoils and is 
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dsTOtie tot 't weicke aen dese gomelte sohelmeü uiet eens dencken 
derven doch ten principalen om hoer in goet vertrouwen over ons 
te houden ton eijnde wij daerdoor te beter onee slagh t' avont 
oft morgen sullen mogen waememeo, waartoe wij gaerne 
wensohte wat nader bij UEdi te wesen om in haeste hierop 
dorselve advijs eode prompte ordre te mogen hebben maer eoo wi| 
daerna wachten vresen wij dat ons al te Bchoone ooeaaie sal verbij 
loopen die <*n»er oordeels (ouder verbet eringe van UEd.) nochtaua 
met d' eerête gelegen theljt dient waargenomen missühien wat bij 
de Saldauhamans eode ander jnwoonders diep te laudewaert als- 
dan noch maeh tot voordeel van de Comp' uijtge vonden off te 
opgedaen worden tot *t woloka de gemelte Caepmans den wegk 
der frequeutatie genoeglisaem geslooten houden, ende niet eer 
g'opent E>al wesen voor dat se in üomp' ge welt hebbeu, pr, adviso, 
Dewijle wij aU vooreeijt ons blijven referen aen on&e vorige 
scbrijvena voor soo veel hier vooren niet verandert is, 800 hebben 
bij desen weijnioh meer te .eeggeu, eealijok ingevalle TJEd : tot 
da frequentatie van Madagascar ende Mauritius mitsgaders 
d'ontdeckinghe van Tristao de Cunha blijven inolineren TJEd : 
dan gelieven t© dencken op 't g eijsohte fltiijt off jaehtjen van 
groote als Blomraendael edooh wat beter beseijlt oft als Kouck- 
eroken dat extraordinaire beseijlt was, alsoo 't met degaljots dat 
orappe water te bevaren al te periculeua ende swaer valt, vermits 
maer eenen overloop hebbeu, eude die van de zees (om desen 
boeck ende onste «eer groff ende awaer vallende} ingeslagen 
wordende datelij ck om den hals eoude wesen, derhialven UKd: 
nootsaeokelijck gelieven te denokeu op een vaertuijgh met 2 vaste 
overloopen om de gemelte plaatsen seer noodigh voor de Caep te 
bevaren^ ende frequenteren; in de plaetse van 't welcke het bier 
sijade galjot de ïulp dan weder sullen ounnen laten na Batavia 
gaen* 

Knde dewijle dat ons jegenwoordigh door Herrij 's toedoen weder 
veel vee wert aeugobracht ende na sijn gevende hopesulox nooh meer 
toe te nemen statJtj mitisgaders wij voor 't aelve tot te medider aen- 
lookiUge Oück vnj meer gaven als oijt voor desen inson der heijt omeoo 
hae^it ïuu^öUjqk Bijudesoo verde ende diep in 't vee te eotaeu dar. wij 
imi pnuüipal^n vun de aeiiteliughe sonde mogen bestaeu, soo voor 
de Süoee^wn 't h^^erder meerder ververssinge alioook om met eeuen 
dit guarnisotiu lu plarjtse van soute vleija ende speok te voeden 
soo sal htit oojper jegenwoordigh weeder wacker sijn gangh gaen, 
insonderheijt platen ende diok draet weshaUen UEd, gelieven te 
gedenokeu ons op deéeu dan wederom te versien soo van plaet als 
van draet ooaper m qualite eude quautite als p de (ioutablom 
A' pass" geaondea nota, minst dunne platen ende meestal dickej 
mitsgaders oook ten minstea met duijsent ponde aoodanighe 
steroke Martenioui tabaok die dese natie redelijok bevallen heeft 
maer geen suloke oostelijoke Olooster tabaok alsoo die aU bij ons 
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16ÓÖ. ^QQ costly for the men. They want what is strong and bitea their 
nil. Tilly, looses. 



W(? wish you to give instructions that sonio donkeys may he 
sent us from St. Vincent or the Salt islands in one of tlie passing 
vessels. They may ho cheaply bought at those places for Spanish 
monoy and English sayetto, as those of the Uoutkbhcm have statetl 
last year. They would be of givat service here for travelling 
inland and caiTying provisions. 



We certainly did request that some might be sent us from 
Batavia, but as we can harly get any horses from that place, and 
the ileet is generally so overcrowded with cargo for the Fatherland, 
there are hardly any prepared to advise to send any oi the animals 
over, especially among the ships' officers. We therefore despair 
oi' ever getting any donkeys from India, and again apply to yon. 
for if wo get the horses asked for from India, that would be all as 
none of the homeward bound like to carry such freight though we 
only require 6 or 8 horses. In course of time the mmiber might 
he increased by breeding, and used for ordinary work, fetching 
wood from the forest, clay and bricks, iSe., and if used for riding 
would also create respoot, as we found in the case of the G horsei» 
now here. 



In our former letter we did not state the quantity of cloth, Ac., 
requircil for the men, or of any copper, as we did not expect 
much success in trading for cattle. This condition has improved 
however and we therefore annex a list of copper required. 



We stated in our former letter the advantage of a regular inter- 
com'se with Mauritius so as to excusi» Batavia from sending an express 
annual vessel thither, — Mauritius being attached to this station. 
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vorige sohrijven g'adviseert ende bij de met gesonden attestatie 
te sieu is, al te malen verdorven was ende voor dit voloq oook te 
costelijok suilende soodanige als voor aengeroert goet ende wel 
wefïeQ als se maer lustigh sterck is eude de neus beijt. P' memorie. 
Soo versoecken als p' onse vorige meede seer gedienstelijok dat 
UEd: doch oook gelieven te denoken om t' ordonneren dat ons 
eenige esels van St. Vintcent oft eenige van de Soute Eijlanden 
door 't een oft ander jacht oif 't geene UEd: voor deese plaetse 
sullen gelieven te distineren, empassant mogen overgebracht 
worden 't welcke seer gevoughelijck geschieden ende daer secr 
gootooop gocoght ounnon worden voor Spaens geit ende Engelse 
saijen &c', achtervolgende d' onderrigtinge A" pass" van die van 
de Öoutsblom becomen, desolve sullen ons hier treffelijck te passé 
comen om 't lant in te reijsen oude de cost Ac" te dragen. 

't Is wel sulox dat wij eenige van Bat* hebben ontboden om 
van de cust te vorderen ende met de retour vloote herwaerts 
gesonden te mogen worden, niaer gemerckt wij qualijck onsen 
eijsch van paerden van daer cunnen orijgen vermits d" vloot soo 
vol gepropt wort van Vaderlantse oargasoenen, ende ijder een tot 
.«:Qloke ladingh soo heel genegen niet maer meest liever affraders 
tïijn ; prinoipael die met de scheepen moeten overcomen, soo blijven 
wij grootelijcx in twijlfel van eenige esels uijt India te orijgen, der- 
lialven ons dienstigh versoeckbij desendien aengaendeaenUEd: 
sijn renoverende want soo wij d' g'eijste paerden cimnen van 
13atavia becomen sal 't al wesou om dat gelijck geseijt niemant 
van de thuijsvaerders stflcke vracht gaeme mede voeren hoewel 
't om noch maer eens 6 h 8 paerden te doen was sullende dan 
alhier metter tijt door aeutelinge wel vorder vermenighvuldigeu 
hoedanige paerden behalven 't werck dat se doen met hout uijt 
't bos te halen, cleij ende steen te reijden Ac"* hier tot ruijterij 
toogestelt sijnde ^oot ontsagh baren achtervolgende preuve 
diiervan met onse jegenwoordigh hebbende 6 paerden somtij ts 
eens genomen. 

Bij ons voorige sohrijveus hebben vergoten specefioe te stellen 
de quantiteijt van laeckenen, &c' tot volcx verschoninge alhier 
nodigh, item oock eenige vorderinge van coper mitsdien als doen 
nooh weijnich apparentie van vee handel voorzagen 'twelcke sedert 
als verhaelt gebetert sijude, derhalven nu geschiet ende gestelt 
hebben bij neifensgaende apparte memorie in maniere van ampli- 
atie tot onse vooraifgesondene petitie daertoe ons dan gedragen 
ende oitmoedelijck versoecken ten eijnde voorsz : met 't selvo 
mogen worden g'acoomodeert. 

In ons voorige schrijvens hebben wii eenige mentie gemaeokt 
omme 't eijlant Mauritius van hier te bevaren ende Bat" van die 
expresse equipagie daerdoor g'excuseert blijvende dito Comptoir 
onder dese plaetse te mogen worden getrooken sulcx onses gevoe- 
lens niet alleen om de daer affgegeven reden voor d' E. Uomp" 
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This would not only be profitable but convenient, especially tor 
visiting Madagascar, where light boats or large sloopjs would be 
necessary for vifsiting all the ports between the reef on the east 
coast and the coast itself. The yacht <*ould remain anchored in 
the bay of Antongil or under St. Maria and obtain its cargo by 
means of the smaUer vetsel, as wn^ f'^rmerly done by Commander 
van der Stel and is still usual now among the French. Such 
small vessels could easily be made at Mauritius and as 
easily sail thence to Madagascar, as has already been 
successfully tried. Mauritius will therefore be very convenient 
for the piu^se, and should therefore be amiexed to the Cap-* 
that we might always be provided there with a light vessel. A 
proper station occupied by Netherlanders should also be made in 
the bay of Antongil for collecting rice and slaves, and such other 
matters as may crop up in time, for the Company's profit. The 
yacht could then sail to and fro, touching at Mauritius on the 
way, and you might send out the necessary order for the purpose, 
for to derive profit from the Madagascar trade the small vessels 
must be built at Mauritius ; but unless they are expressly ordered 
to do BO on that island, we shall never get any. The annexation 
is therefore necessary, but if you do not like to have interoourse 
with Madagascar, of course it will not be required. 



This vessel, the Prim, arrived here very much distressed by 
heavy weather, ard we had to provide it with a pump and rudder* 
bar made of Cape wood, and other articles. It required more 
things, but as we have no equipment magazine here, it had to do 
without them. 



Skipper Pieter Jonasz and other old Indian navieators are of 
opinion that such a small do}}ót would be serviceable here, as 
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dienstigh ende proffijtt'lijck &:ïude wesen maer ooak bij Bonder 
iiecomodabol vullen tot de frequontaiie van 't eijlant Madagascar 
daer men nootflaeckelijck e enige groot e sloepen otïte lichte baroken 
van node hoeft, om alle havens tussohen seecker riff (langhs d^ ü>st 
öuflt leggende ende ipet geen söhepeQ binnea heen te bevaren) uijt 
ende iu te loopen en te handelen, mitsgaderB 't jacht iu de baij vim 
Antongii oft onder iSt, Maria te laten g'aoekert leggen ende sijn 
lading he met dat eleijn vaertuijgh toe te brengen hoedaaigh het 
voor dato bij den Commandeur van der Stel gedaeneude nu bij de 
l^rancen noch Bomtijts in gebruijck Is welcke met soodanige bareken 
oft sloepen op Mauritius &aaij gamaeckt ende vandaer meede op 
Madagaeear eau o verge varen worden soo voor desen al ge- 
proboert is, sulex dat ons Mauritius ten dien eijnde bijsonder 
accomodab'^1 vallen ende dierhalven seer nodigh onder de Caep 
get rocken soudo mogen worden o mme ons van daer doorgaens met 
sulok licht vaei taijgh ten fine voormelt te versien, mitsgaders te 
laten onder opsight van sjodanighe Nederlanders als men geduij- 
righ op een eleijne logie iu de baij van Antongii souden mogen 
laten verblijven tot opgaderinge van rijs ende slaven mitgadei^a 
sulcx meer als metter tijt tot voordeel van d' E : Oomp' moclite op 
gevonden worden^ omme alsoo 't jacht van hier maer over ende 
weder te laten vaeren ende met e enen Mauritius em passant voor- 
siende aldaer oook soodamghe ordre na UEd : intentie successive' 
te mogen eenden aoo tot het maeoken van verhaelde vaertnijgh 
cS:c' als op UEd : bevel bevonden souden mogen werden te 
behooren altoos om deegh van de Madagaacarse traffique te 
genieten, sal men nootsaeekelijek al guloke bareken van Mauritius 
moeten hebben die nochtans van daer sonder UEd. expres&o 
authoTisatie door ons niet beeomen anllen cunnen worden derhalven 
onses gevoelens (edoch onder verbeteringe van wijser) dat oomp- 
toir wel nootsaeekelijek onder de Caep mochte worden getrooken 
maer soo UEd : tot de frequentatie van Madagascar niet inciineren 
[sulcx nochtaoË voor de Caep aeer dienstigh sij), boo sal het niet 
noodigh wesen, d* advieo* 

Dit overoomonde jacht de Prine hnt op aijn aencompate uijt 
India alhier door 't harvle weer aen veel e dingen dapper ramp 
ende sohade geleden sulcx wij hem van veelenootsaeckelijckhedeu 
als een pomp, roerpeUj van 't Caepse boshout eud^ meer ander 
dingen hebben moeten accommoderen^ doch had noch al mf^cr vau 
noden maer vermits hier geen magaaijn van eqnipagia hebbeu mm 
is denselven voor de rest verlegen gebleven derhalven sigh vorder 
Aal moeten behelpen aoo best can* 

■ De j achts schipper Pieter Jonasz : was van ad vij s geUj ck oook vale 
andere otide Oomp' schippers hier voor dato aeugeweost dat het niet 
vreempt sonde comeu maer bijsonder nootsaeckelijk wesen dat bier 
om de benoü^üghde scheepen uijt India te ounnon aceomodwren een 
cdeiju magasijn van equipagie gehouden wiert akoo veel tijts 
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1055. it often happens that the return shi])» arc in want of anohors, 
4ih,luly« ropes, masts, pumps, &c. These sailors often speak to us on the 
subject, but do not think of it at home ; we therefore decided to 
bring it to your notice, that yon may consult some experienced 
skippers and resolve accordingly. In the case of the Prins the 
want of a pumj) was so urgent that wo had to split a mast, ami 
having hollowed it out, to join tlie parts again with iron bands, &c. 



Wo therefore ask for some jMuup bores of 2 or '^ kinds that we 
may the more (easily assist vessels in distress. 

In our fonner letter we showed why some cash ought to be sent 
hither, and as avo were inf(»rmed that some money was on board of 
the return iieot we almost resolved to land some, as the f 3,000 
sent us last yejir per the Trr Sc/ie/lifif/ were earned past to India 
and kept there, because of the risk of their being lost at sea. 



We, however, did nut consider ourselves authorised to draw vn 
you ïind therefore resolved first to write for your orders. 



Should you therefore again resolve to furnish us with cash, we 
might be annually provideil with specie by the return fleet, so 
that you need not expressW send any from home to be used here 
as in India — wages paid half in money and half in goods ; tho 
man*ied to receive salaries. Tlic seal catchers might also be 
encouraged with money by sometimes presenting them with a 
mouth*8 wages, that a larger quantity might be obtained, for 
everyone would take kindly to this dirty work for the soke of 
money, which sweetens all labour. The money might also be used 
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gebeurt dat de retour soheepeu, soo om fvuokers, touwen, stengen, ^^^^^ 
pompen i^c* verlegen sijn ende nademael ons snlcko propositie vnn 4^^ j^u 
do. zeevarende luiden veel voorooraen ènde deselve daer juist niet 
om en denoken om in 't Vaderlant sijnde UEd : ie vermanen, soo 
hebben wij goet gedacht dit poinct bij desen UEd : in memorie te 
brengen, omme (des nodigh vindende) eenige ervaren Oost Indisohen 
sohippers daerop te hooren, ende alsdan vorders in die saecke i^ 
resolveren ende ons te ordonneren sulox TJEd . na derselver wijse 
deliberatie sullen bevinden 't haren meesten dienste te vereijsschen 
altoos gesien de verlegentbeijt van dit jacht de Prins om een 
pomp, &o* waermede wij vcele moeijten hadden als hebbende eea 
ronthout moeten deureagen ende alsoo uijtgeholt weder tot nial- 
cander brengen met isere banden, woelinge, &c' soo doet ons 't 
selve gedencken bij desen te vorderen eenige pomp booren van 2 
il 3 der bande soorte om de scheepen in soodanige verlegentlieijt 
bij toeoomen<le tijden te gevoughelijcker te mogen helpen. 

Bij ons vooraffgeeonden generale sohrijvens sullen ITEïl : 
hebben cunnen lesen de redenen waeromme hier na ons gevoelen 
wel eenige contanten mochten worden gesonden ende alsoo wij 
vernomen hebben dat onder sommige van d' opperhooffden der 
retour scheepen wel wat geit is geweest, soo waren hal ff van voor- 
nemen (omme UEd : van den resico der zee te eximeren) eenige 
penninge van deselve op de Generale Comp"" te trecken dewijle 
doch de 3,000 gl : door UEd : A pasb" p"" 't Jacht der SchelHngh 
aen ons gedirigeert door 't verbij loopen van d ' jacht op Batavia 
geraeckt sijn, ende bij d' Ed : Hm. Gouverneur-Generael ende 
Kaden van India om deselve niet weder over zee te reliquoren 
onraetsaem gevonden hetwaerts terugh te senden, maer also wij 
ons tot treoken van wissel voor als noch niet special ij ck g'authori- 
seert vonden, hebben wij 't selve niet derven over ons nemen, 
maer goet gedacht eerst daerop UEd. ordre ende last te verwachten. 

Derhalven soo UEd. gelijck voor dato weder goet 
yinden ons alhier ten dienste van d' E Comp*^ met contanten 
te verrien souden wij in manieren als voren p*^ wissel olf 
andersints uijt d' overcomende opperhooffden van de 
retour vloote jaerlijcx wel cunnen g'accomodeert worden 
sender dat UEd : soude behoeven expres eenigh geit voor deese 
plaetse uijt *t Vaderlant te senden ende over see te reliqueren 
ommehiertegebruijckenna d' usantie van India tot verstreckinge 
met halff goet op 't voïcx reecq : als meede om de getroude haer 
oostgelden van uijt te reijcken met weicke contanten men oock 
de robbenvangherB fraij souden cunnen animeren met vereeringe 
altemets, een maent gagie offte andersints in geil oni door die 
middel te grooter quantite op te mogen gad eren als wanneer ij der 
een tot dat vuijle, smerige werck om 't geltshalven 'twelok dceli 
allen arbeijt versoet, even graegh aen't robben vangen souden 
wesen daer se nu om den stanck ende morsigheijdtshalven eei; 
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iböö. to retain various men already adepts in the work here, and who 
ith July. ^^^ ^^^^ their discharge because of the absence of money. They 
would otherwise have remained and served the Company bettor 
than new comers. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebeeck. 
F. Verburgh. 
In the Fort, 4th July, 1655. 



Patria. 
To the Directors of the Chamber Amsterdam, 
sent per the Prim te Paard. 



6tii.Tiiiy. 1 hough in our preceding letters per Hon. v. Qoens and with 
this vessel we have given a concise history of affairs here to the 
Chamber of 17, we add this postscript to yourselves, begging 
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affaohridk van hebben, soudende d^ penningen oook ounnen dienen ^^^* 
insonderheijt om veele luijden aen diverse wereken alhier gedres- 4en Juli. 
seert tot continuatie boven haer verbonden tijt genegen te 
maeoken ; hoedanige wij om de geldeloosheijdt deser plaetse al 
hebben moeten largeeren, die nnders wel gebleven ende d' Ed : 
Comp* alhier Bcer nodioh endf' beter souden geweest sijn, als 
nieuwelingen, daer vv j ons nu in de plnet^e tot al wat verlegent- 
heijdt meede moeten behelpen. Pr. memorie. Ende 

Hiermede, 

Ed : emtfeste, groot achtbare, wel wijse, vcorsienige, seer be- 
scheijdene Heeren, 

Mijn Heeren, 

Sullen wij UEd : na onse gansch oitmoedige ende onderdanigh- 
Bte gebiedenisse ende dienstige groete Gode in genaden bevolen 
mitsgaders in derselver vermogende gunste altijt voor gereooman- 
deert laten. 

Onderstont, 

UEd : alderoitmoedighste ende onderdanige dienaeren. 
Was geteijckent, 

Jan van Bibbbeck, 
Frbdkick Verburoh. 
In't Fort de Goede Hoope, 
den 4den Julij 1655. 



No. 113. 
Patria. 

Aen d'E. Hm : Mijn Heeren de Bewinthebberen van de generale 
Nederlantse g'ootroijeerde Oost Indische Comp* ter Camere 
Amsterdam, p'. 't jacht de Prins te Paert, gesz : 

Ed : erntfeste, groot achtbare, wel wijse, voorsienige ende seer 

discreete Heeren. 
Mijq Heeren : 

Niet jegenstaende wij in onse generale brieven pr. de vlcofen 5en.Tiiii. 
onder d' E. Lairesse, van Goens, ende nu met dit jacht de 
Prins respective aen de vergaderinge van de IT**" gedirigeert 
wegen den toestant deser plaetse onses gevoelens van alles omstan- 
digh advijs hebben gegeven soo ist nochtans dat wij deselve onse 
laeste generale missive al geslooten ende gemelte schip nog 
leggenc^ te wachten nae goeden wint noch hebben goet gedacht 
desen int particulier aen UEd : Mijn Heeren de Bewinthebberen 
ter vergaderinge van de Camer Amsterdam, t'addresseren dienende 
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_ earnestly for your orders regarding th^ exact number of the 
Mh July garrison to be kept here, as the India CJouncil has ordered us 
only to retain 50 men in all. We would have obeyed at once, 
but as the danger of such a re<luotion appears too great, and there 
will not l>e half suffir^iont hands to keep the foi^, &o., carry on 
agriculture, Ac, so indispensable for refreshing the men of the 
shifrs calling hero, the main object of the establishment of 
this fetation, we havo not yet dared to obey the order, but 
retainod 120 men, including fiik, soldiers, and labourers, as 
our memo, sent per last opportunity will show. And we have 
done so the more readily, as in various letters, especially 
in that of 20th April, 16.32, you had resolved to order us to place 
ourselves here in a good state of dofence, and for that purpose 
added 25 men to our numl>er. Your letter also was to remain a 
]iermanent authority for us to act upon. 



•In the letter of the 17, dated 24th July, you recommend us to 
keep this fort in such a state of defence that it may be able to 
withstand the attacks of the English and other enemies, and if we 
required any more men for the purpose we might draft 10 or 20 
from the IlnaJi, 



We assure yon that with not less than (U) soldiers this fort can 
be properly garrisoned, ir., keeping watch and minding the cattle. 

Others would be required for agriculture, wood-sawing, masoning, 
carpentering, and repairing. 
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prinoipaelijok met alle onderdanioheijdt tut oitmoedigh versoeok ^^ 
ende gedienstige beede om te mogen hebben TJEd : nader ordxe 5^^ juu 
op 't getal Yolox van dit guamifioen tot onse pertinente ende 
prompte nareghtinge te meer dewijle ons d'£d : H^" Qenerael 
ende uaden van India (als in ons yoonge sohrij vens gemelt) hebben 
g'ordonneert hier maer 50 ooppen in alles te houden welcke ordre 
wij wel gaeme met alle genegentheijdt ende behoorlijoke onder- 
danigheijdt souden hebben promptelijok aohtervolght, maer 
naedemael ons 't perijokel to groot jmagineren tot soodanige 
besnijdinge, als suUende dan niet halff suffiohant genoegh wesen 
tot bewarins^e deser fortresso ende ommeslagh yeelmin om de 
nodig in lantbou ende andre saecken te vervolghen waeraen 
nochtans om TJEd : gaende eude oomende schepen nae bebooren 
te ververssen tot volox conservatie ende gesontheijt veele gelegen is, 
ende UEd : ten principalen daerom oock geresolveeit hebben dese 
sware oncoiten alhier te doen soo hebben wij tot noch daertoe niet 
derven oomen; maer voor eerst 't getal alhier gehouden pp 
omtrent 120 ooppen met siecken, soldaten, weroklieden ende al 
als bij onse vooraffgesondene calculatie specifice te sien is te 
me€r dewijle TJEd. ons pr. haer Ed: successive missiven 
hebben aen^ez : namentl : met die van den 20®" April A" 1652 
dat verscheijden saecken ter jonghste vergaderinge van dQ 
17*" genomen sijnde goetgevonden was ons t'ordonneren omme 
hier doorgaons in goede postuijre van defiEentie te blijven nodich 
ware het guarnisoen van dit fort noch met 25 militaire coppen 
soude versterckt worden, ende ten dien eijnde achtervolgende 
den last bij de gemelt e vergaderinge der zeventhiene aen de 
Camer Amsterdam gegeven, wij uijt de scheepen Mdacca, Princes 
Boijael, West Vrieslant, ende Zelaudia tot het voornoemde getal 
soude lichten &c*. nevens vordere expressie om derwegen in geen 
gebreeoke te blijven ende dat ons gemelte UEd: aensohrijven 
soude dienen tot acte van authorisatio. 

Item naderhant noch p*^ missive directelijck uijt de vergaderinge 
van de 17'" binnen Amsterdam gedateert 24 Julij desselven 
jaers met dese eijgentlijck woorden nameutlijok : 

" TJEd. ondertusschen recommanderende het Fort de Goede 
Hoope in soodanige deffentie te houden dat het tegen alle atten- 
taten van de Engelse ende andere vijanden versterckt sij, ende 
o£t TJ eeniffh volcq tot secours van noden ware suit van 't voor- 
noemde jacht ^sijnde de Ilaes) 10 a 20 coppen mogen lichten 
&c»." 

Ende verseeckeren wij TJEd : dat dit fort sender prijckel (solfPs 
voor dese natie) niet minder als 60 militaire om noch maer alleen 
de wachten te besetten, 't vee te bewaren &c''. niet can bewaert 
blijven behalven 't volcq datter dan noch nodigh tot alle ander 
weroken van lantbou, houtsagers, metselaers, timmeren ende de 
nodige reparation (aen een nieuw werok veel vallende) van node 

L 
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1656. y^Q ^Q howeyer at once obey the order if you fall in with the 

9th Jalj. opinion of the India Board and reduce our numbers, but then 
we would only have half of what we require. For the seal fishery 
slaTes might be used and wages saTed* but we have no slaves as 
yet. But the number of military men should be fixed at 60, 
independent of the commander, junior merchant, assistants, 
barbers, sawyers, ooopers, bntehers, cooks and boys, &c. We 
therefore urgenth' press you for a reply as we fear that the India 
Board may already bo di^satisfieil 1>ecause of our non-fulfilment of 
their orders. Many difficulties were in the way ; we had to be on 
guard against the natives, and to take oan^ tliat the works did not 
sufFer. We therefore beg to assure you that should the garrison 
be reduced, the agricultural industry ^dll sufFer much and not be 
continued, whilst the place itself will be exposed to the attacks <»f 
others, even of the natives, who often come in multitudes, and are 
not to be tnisted to any great extent. We have therefore decided 
to write circumstantially to warn you and state our plain opinion. 
We are afraid that sooner or later this fort may be surprised, and 
beg that in that case no blame may be attached to us, as we have 
given warning in time. Nor have we an^^ ambition, as it has been 
said, to have a lot of men under us, merely for the honour of the 
thing, as we would gladly dispense with the trouble of governing 
the lot. Our only object is to do our best for furthering the interests 
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van ladia van ©en advijs worden e tide ons tot aoojaiitn^o 
beenijdinge meede gelieven 't onion neren sullen gaerne 
promtptelijek volgen, maer het sal na ons begrijp (edoch onder 
oorrextie van wijser) ten rain sten de heltft te weijnigh wesen 
boven die nooh tot de robben vanghst nodich sijn, waertoe ende 
eenige anrlere wereken wel slaven sonde euunen te pa5&e comen 
^■eude daerdoor eenige gag ie winners g' excuseert mogen worden. 
^Bleai die hebben wij noch niet, ende 'lieut eehter evenwel als 
^Ke$eijt 't getal van de militaire ten miu^ten op 60 persoonen vast 
^Be &ta6n behalven 't öpperhoofft, ondercoopman, adsisteuteuj bar' 
^H^iera, const abels, basen en knechts van timmerlierlen^ smits^ met- 
"S**UérP, houtjagerfl, cinjpers, bottelicFp co ex ende jongens^ &o% der- 
halven aU voren oitmoedigblijok Vfreoeoken UEd prompte ordre 
op dit [M>inct de wij Ie wij doi^h seer beeommert si ja bij haer Ed, 
tot Batavia ai eenigh misndegen sal genomen wesen over dat %vij 
derselver ordre in desen op Jiac^r Ed : aenschrijvens in allen delen 
niet en hebben aehter volgt *t wolcke wij voor UEd : betuijgen om 
veelderhande swarioheden (^elfl's van dese natie te vresen) als 
ooek om geen verachteringe ende versiiijm in den nederigen dienst 
aUiier te eauseren al.'^ voors : niet hebben cunnen nochte derven 
doen ende souden UEd, (edocii onder verbeteringe van wijser 
oorddel) na onso opinie wel dervon verseeckeren dat in oaa van 
fioodamge besnijdinge des volex alhier niet alleen de wel begonnen 
ende fraij opluijekende saecktn van lantbou i^c* veel verachte- 
riDge lijden ende niet wel mogelij ck sonde onnnen waerge nomen 
worden maer ooük den omalaoU deser plaetse onverseöokert blijven 
ende genoeehsaem ten proije van andere staen selffs voor dese natie 
die altemet met groote menighte afTocïraec, ende soo heel veel 
^ulet vertrout mogen worden derhalven goet gedacht hebben dit 
lus largo te deduceren, soo tot waerschonwinge voor UEd : als 
^ooek 't ODier noodige ontlast inghe uft misschien gebeurde (des 
Godt verhoede) dat 't a vont oft morgen door auloke besnijdinge 
d* E Comp liier eenigh ongeval overquame daer wij als meer 
geseijt in cas voors j^ : al grcotelijex voor beducht souden wesen 
ende dierhal ven met alle oit moedige ende onderdanige eerbie- 
dicheijdc ganseh dienetelijok versoucken daer van dan te mogen 
onsohnldigh geli ouden worden als tijdelij eke ende genoeehaame 
waersehouwinge ende prefi il vertent ie gedaeii hebbende^ ver- 
Lilareude ooek s orders in alle oprecht igheijdt uns ganseh niet 
geldgen te lateu (gelijck misschien mocht e gemeen t worden) 
aea de eer© om qnansuijs veel volcx onder ons geeach te hebben 
al&ï>o de moei j ten van deselve te regeren wel missen mogen maer 
is insonderheijdt ons ttuohten eeuüjck ende prinoipalijck daer na 
ornme met all** mogelijcke middelen te bevorderen 't geene onses 
oordeelH (onder correctie van UEd.) ua derselver intentie soude 
fuugea oumeu is streekeü ten meesten dienste van d' E. 
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of the Gompanj) and insure the safety of this station, as well as to 
make things here as free from expense as possible. To do this, 
the trade with Madagasc*ar will greatly assist us^ as stated before. 



Gtirdening is wonderfully suocessfid here. Often the produce 
far surpasses the consumption, especially when one or two months 
elapse without any veesels calling, so that henceforth all the year 
round all arrivals will be abundantly provided. Should He7Ty 
remain as he is at present, your object to have abundant supplies 
here will be perfectly realized. The costs of the station could be 
defrayed from the profits of the seal fishery ; also the costs of the 
copper, tobacco, &c., used for barter, so that you will almost have 
everything for nothing, and it must be a pleasure to the Company 
that an uneöteemed place like this has effected so much in such a 
short time. You should therefore not be eo particidar about the 
number more or less of men kept here, as the place pays itself, 
and the refreshments are invaluable to the crews, as 5 or 600 more 
healthy men are annually obtained in India than when no lefresh- 
meuts were to be had here, the place was not visited, and many of 
the crews died or came over sick to the gi'oat less of the Company 
and the overcrowding of the hospital at Batavia. Many sick are 
all the time in hospital without doing an} thing to earn their salt, 
and comparing all things, it will become evident to the blindest 
that much benefit is secured to the Company under the blessing of 
God by this station. In our last we sent our opinion regarding 
the immigration of free families. We do not think the idea to be 
imj>ra(!ti(iible, but that there will be sufficient means at hand for 
thoir support, especially for those already accustomed to the place 
ami inclined for their discharge. They would have a practical 
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Comp* ende verseeckeriDgo Uwer Ed ; omslagh alLierj mitsgadera 
00 f 'k omme die voor Ufid : eoo costeloos te onderhouden als na 
ons vermogeo eenighsints practicabel ofte doenlijek sij, waerto© 
0I1B8B gevóeloB^ ?eele helpen bsI den handel enda frequentatie op 
Madagascar ende Maurituia als bij onad voor affgeeondende missi* 
ven largo gededuoeert, 

Ende aengaende de culture alhier suooedeert Gode loif treffe- 
11] uk ende langhs soo beter in sulcken overvloet dat veeltijts 
quaelijek al de vmehten ten nutte te oirberen sijn, lusonderheijt 
akser in een maent oft 2 geen aoheepen arri veren ^ soo dat voortaen 
nemmer meer ij mant *t on tij de comen sal om na behooren van de 
thuijü ende aert vrachten te ververssen, ende als tlerrij*s wel 
begonnen saeoken, iia de jegenwoordigh vertoonende apparentie 
mede blijven continueren, soo is UEd : ooghmerok wegen de 
ververssingo *t eenemael iïi overvloedigen volle mate alhier getrof- 
fen, behalven dat de Caepise oncosten niet alleen uijt de robben 
vellen (redelijck als voren renderende) ooek rijckelijck gevonden 
siju, maer neffens dien mede al de onooBten van *t coper, tabaoq, 
i&e". aeti de handelinge van de beesten gedaen wordende sulc^ dat 
UEd : alles genoeohsaem voor niet hebben 't weloke voor d* E, 
(bmp' onses oordeel emmers een gewensohte saeoke sij^ van soo 
een ongesiene plaetse in ëuloken eorlen tijt ende daeromme tot 
ünderhoudinge van 't een ende 't ander soo naeuw niet behoeft ge- 
sien te worden op wat min of meer volox dewijl 't hier dooh nodioh 
ende aijn onoosten rijckelijek waerdigh is ende opbrengen can 
behalven de seer nootsa^ekelijoke oonöervatie van 't volox geaont* 
keijt mits de genietende ververssinge waardoor d' E, Comp" wel 5 a 
600 gosonde menschen na allen schijn ende rede geopenbaerde blij o - 
ken jaerlici: in Inrüa meerder overcrijgen anUen als voor deesen 
doen hier geen ver?ersainge te beoomen was, ende de Caep van de 
sr?hf open niet aen gedaen wierd door 't welck veel voIok onderwegen 
^ti'it'en ende sieok overquamen tot enokel belaatinf^he van *t 
Bataviase hospil iel ende geen cleijoe onoosten voor d. E. 
Comp' vermits ^ i^ele dickwils haer gansohen tijt int eieckenhuijs 
uijt lei j den sonder to or haer lo open de gagie ende etende eoet oijt 
een i gen den minsten dienst te doen, dit alles dan eens tegen 
malkj^nder geqnadeert sal men wel haest de blinde oft voor veler 
oogen verborgen uijtwinninge vernemen eeneÜjck naest öodt 
door de Caepae ververs&inge d* B Comp' toecomende welck er» 
lofïeiijoke Indische saeckan d* Almogende geve langhs eoo meer 
mogen accesseren ende in welvaron toenemen. Amen, 

Wegen vrije hnijsgesinnen herwaerts te genden hebben met 
onse voorige missive op derselver ordre ons advijs gesonden 
dunokende ons na noch rijper overleghde saeoke soo heel vreempt 
niet te wesen ende dat missohien al tamelijok gelegentheijdt sal 
voorvallen tot onderhout van de selve insonderheijdt na ons 
gevoelen voor de suloke die hier reede gewent ende wel tot vrijdom 
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' _^''' kiij wiedde of agriculture, whilst the orews of tho ships might 
h\h July, obtain what they want from them. They can never be properly 
satisfied with what is sent on board in the sha})e of meat and 
garden produce, &c., for they like to buy what they want in the 
shape of luxuries. This would secure a good profit for the free 
men, and we might be able to provide ourselves with practical 
agriculturists from the ships and men inclined to the work. 
Those more fit for the sea or navigation might be left alone. 
Should therefore you find any of your servants with a proper 
disposition and industrial habits, inclined to be discharged and 
located here with their wives, the latter might be easily sent 
hither, under conditions which you may consider the most favour- 
able for the Company. 



Should you decide to pay out salaiies to tho married officers as 
in India, we would like to know what you intend to give the 
Commander for Lis own board, as he is continually obliged to 
keep a large table for the ship's officers. 

(Signed) J. v. Rik bk kik. 
F. Verjïurgh. 
In the Fort, 5th July, 1655. 
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g^iiegeü mitsgaders in 't werekea aen den lantbou &tf al teii deel© 
gedrei^eert aijn Builende oook 't aenoomeiide ?oIcq Tan de scheepen 
't liaerder beter genoeghen ende libert^ijt als dan meedö oonnen 
e ode mogen van de vrije lieden coopeu aller hande vruobten na 
ei j gen luBt ende btgeeren want haer auders nimmeimeer volcomen 
genoegben aal eunnen gedaen worden met 't geene deeelve 
{htm wel ten overvloede genoegbsaem) van vers vlei ja ende 
t hm ju vruchten &c^ dagelijcx na boort gesohict wort : alsoo docb 
den gemeen en man niet beter meent te varen dan dat bij van aller 
bande vruohteti ende snoeijerije vrij ende vranok sellliB maob gaen 
ooopen daer ©n §00 bij wil 't welck derhalven de vrije lui] den al 
tanielijoke proffijtjes eude welvaren toe brengen aal, ende o mme te 
mogen hebben luijden van reobte genegentheijdt tot den lantbou 
c linnen wij ons nijt de a en com eude echeepen wel versien, inionder- 
heijdt van de öuloke die daer van er varen tbeijdt hebben, 
in de plaetee van andere p©rso'>nen welcke beter tot de 
zeevaert op de icbeepeii te passé comen waeronder dan 
sommige van go^■de humeuren eude naeretioheijt vindeudo 
ende genegen sijude tot vrijdom mltsgadera bare vrouwen 
herwaert-s begerende om vafit te blijven isltten dezelve dan licbto- 
lip.'k (UEd. sulcx goet vindende) cunneu naegesondeu worden 
onder sulcke conditie ofEte soodanigh anders als UKd : beter 
als wij sullen oordeelen ten meesten dienste van d' E, Oomp'' te 
vereijsfichen. 

Ende indien U£d : op ons voorhiel bij onse generale missiven 
gedaen goetvinden de getroude oiTieianten alhier op costgeldeu 
haer te laten erneren na 't gebruijek van India soo sullen oock 
gaerne verwachten derselver ordre wat TJEd ; het oppet hooft otfte 
den Commandeur voor sijo taetlel ('t moeijelijek ende laatighe 
ienval van de ecbeeps opperhootïden doorgaens suilende blijven 
behouden) tot ooit geit gelieven toe te leggen omme sigh na te 
mogen reguleren : ende te dienen tot narigbtijïge. Uiermeede 

Ed ; ©mtfeflte, groot achtbaio, wel wij se, voorsienige, aeer 
bescheijdene Heeren. Mijn Meeren, 

Sullen wij U£d : na onee ganseh oitmoedïgo ende onder- 

danigbste gebiodenisso eude dienstige groet o God e in genaden 
bevolen mitsgaders in der bi Iver vermogende gunsten alÜjt voor 
geieoommandeert laten. ünderstont 

UEd : aider oitmoedighste ende onderdanige dienaren, 

(Was geteijokent/j Jou an van Kibbreck ende 

FUEDRU K VeRHURGH* 






tn 't Fort de Goede lloope, 
den 5^"^ Julij 16^5. 
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No. 114. 
Addenda to reqnisitioii for the Cape, sent per Uon. mn Gt}en6 ; 



12 pieces common and \ cloth of different colours, among 
6 „ fine i them one green. 

10 pieces serge and some sayette for the ehildrèói. 

4 or o pieces chalas, fine and common. 

4 or 5 pieces baTze — 1 or 2 pieces fine, for lining the cloth 

dresses, •*ie. 

50 lbs. of all ct^Iours sowing and embroidenng silk, among 

them som»^ dark grey and Hack. Not pure black which 

is spiilt before arriving here. 

40 or 50 pitches tarsenet for shoe strings and garters, of all 

colours, but mostly of stately c-oIouts and also some black. 

Some silver and golden cord for the cloth and serge dresses, &o. 

100 gri>5s true and false dress and coat buttons. 

50 grc'^ fine silver and gold dothea and ooat buttons. 

300 pairs knitted \ 

3«X> do. woollen I o, , . 

300 do. linen i Stockings. 

25 do. silk Naples ^ 

400 pair waterproof boots. 

1«X> rough ccats^ of large size, and ma^ie entirely t»f drugget, 
as they are to be worn here over the cloth dresses 
because of Ihe cold. 
200 black and gi^y hats, among them 20 or 30 vigognes with 

bands. 
Cash — a? much as you may d»:^Tn necessary here in skiliings. 
Last year Mauritius was prc»vidvd v/iih a thousand, and this 
year again ^-ith 5*'m) Rixdollar^. No ships touch there, only one 
yacht annually, llow much more cccecsiiTy is it not than to have 
money here with the grv^^at intercom-se caused by the vessels frojn 
home and India. The men might then buy what thej like, and 
espcvially things ni.»t furnished ly the C: mpauy. e:»yieci9lly officers, 
such as juni»>r merv-hauts, s!«k-on:iforters, :ist*ist:iuts, burberf, 
sargeaiits^ Alc. , who would like ivr their clothes som»- a more ^tately, 
odms a lighter kind of laee« «&c., which the Company does not 
iuniitk and flan orlj be had for money. 
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No. 114. 

Ampliatie offte nader speoifioatie gevought tot de notitie van de 
Caep pr. de retour vloote onder d' E. van Qoens voor afge- 
sonden namentl : 

12 stx eemeene ende ) lakenen van diverse coleuren daeronder i66d. 

6 stx fijne ( een groen. 

10 stx ohargie ende eenige andere saijen voor de getrouwde 
haer kinderen wel te pas oomende. 

4 è 5 stx media chelas fijn ende gemeen. 

4 & 5 stx baijen daeronder 1 off 2 fijne d '* tot voeringli voor de 
lakense cledingh etc. 

60 Ib. allerhande coleuron naij ende stick sijdedaer onder partije 
donker graeuwe als swart. Nota geen puijr swart selffs die ver- 
broei jt is eerse Ider compt. 

40 è 50 stx armosijn schoen ende cousebant lint van allerhande 
edoch meest statige coleuren ende oock wat swart. 

Partije silver ende goude treek eiide liscoort tot de laken ende 
chargie kleedingh, &c^ 

100 grossen ware ende fauce cleer ende rock knopen. 

50 grossen fijne silver ende goude cleer ende rock knopen. 

300 paer gebreijde \ 

300 pr. wcUe / 

300 pr. linnen ende ^^^^^• 

25 pr. sijde Napelse j 

400 pr. droogh lere schoenen. 

100 stx mans bolckvangers ruijm ende volslagen gemaeckt van 
pijlaken alöoo se hier over lakense cleeren vermits de coude moeten 
gedragen worden. 

200 p' swarte ende graeuwe hoeden daeronder 20 h 30 vigonjes 
met haer banden. 

Contanten soo veel moohte g'ordeelt worden hier nodigh te 
wesen ende dat in Schellingen sijnde ^fanrltius verleden wel met 
duijsent ende nu desen jare weder met oOJ rijcxdaelders version 
daer geen aenoompst van schepen als somtij ts ten hooghsten een 
enckel jacht jen 's jaers, hoe veel te meer dan hier dix^r mits de 
veele passeereude scheepen soo van 't Vaderlant als India een Mij 
groot loven is ende derhalven gelegent heijt voordo 1 ai j don om 
t haerder beter gouoegen allerhande versnaperinge ende oommo- 
ditoijten, &o\ (juijst bij d* E. Comp'' niet overgebracht wordende) 
voor haer geit van deselve te mogen copen als bijsonderlijck voor 
oenige oflioianten als onderooopman, sieckentrooster, adsistonten, 
barblerSi sergant, etc, welcke sommige wat statiger andere wat 
lichter als passementen ende diergeUjcke tot hun cleedinghe 
gaerne hebben zulcx bij d' E. Comp" als geseijt juijst niet geson- 
den wort ende sender gelt niet wel te crijgen is. 
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For the cattle trade : — 

1,000 lbs. strong tobacco in casks packed like rojje and well 
pressed to prevent rotting. Commander Riebeeok tried 
this plan in the Caribeau Ishuids suocesBfully. 

loo thick and 50 thin plates yellow cK>pper as the sample. 

7 or 800 lbs. copper wire of different kinds as received per 

Gomhbloem, 
50 gross tobacco pipet?. 
N.B. — 100 flaying knives must not be forgotten for the seal 

fishery. We are greatly in want of them. 

Some pump bores as s{>ecified in our letter. 

2 lbs. borax. 

2 lbs sal ammoniac. 



No. 115. 



List of jvipers sent i>tT the P/mx to the Chamber of 17 for the 
Chamber Amsterdam. 



No. 1. Original letter to the directors dated 4th July, 16^5. 



,, 2. Requisition and addenda for the Cape. 

., 3. Continuation of Cape Journal. 

yy 4. Lost of arrivals and departures, &c. 

„ 5. Copy of letters frum India to the Cape dated 26tli 
Jan., 10th Feb. and 1st April, 1655. 



6. Copy of letters sent to India frum the Cape 1655. 



,9 7. Copy of Invoice of things received per KnMjauw from 

India 1655. 
„ 8. Copy of Invoice of gottds from Batavia for Mauritius, 

sent per KahelJiWK na the Cape A~^ 1655. 
I 9. Accounts of the Pi-in^. 
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Tot dou Vüu lijuidei, 

1000 tb sterck tabaok als pWorige petitie in vaten als touworck 166''. 
geschoten ende met een dommecraoht ingepackt sal seer de ver- .^^^ ^^|. 
rottinge preserveren sulcx den Coniraandeur Kiebeeok in de 
Garibese Eij landen selfiPs wel laten doen ende heel goet bevonden 
heeft. 

100 dioke ende 50 dunne vason ofte platen geel coper als de 
nefEensgaende monsters. 

7 ïi 8 hondert tb draet coper gesorteert als p' de Goutsbloin bo- 
oomen. 

50 gros tabacq pijpen. 

Nota dat oook de vilmesson tot 400 stx niet mogten vergeten 
worden om de robben mede te villen souden anders daerommo 
dapper verlegen vallen, p^ memorie. 

Eenige pomp booren als p' missive gespecifioeert. 

2 tb borax. 

2 tb sal armoniaeoq. 



No. 115. 



Register van do pain pieren ])' 't jacht de Prins gedirigeert 
aen d' E. Hm. Bewinthebberen van de Generale Néder- 
lantsche g'octroij eerde Oost Indische Comp" ter vergader- 
inge van 17'" voor de Gamer Amsterdam. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen d' E. Hrn. Bewinthebberen van de 
generale Gomp' ten vergaderinge van de 17*^" gesz : in 
dato 4 Julij 1655. 

2. Petitie ende ampliatie tot deselve voor de Gaep. 

3. Vervolgh van't daghregister gehouden aen de Gaep. 

4. Gorte memorie ofte notitie van de gearriveerde ende ver- 
trooken schepen &'*. 

5. Gopie missive door d. E. Hrn. Gouverneur- Qenerael ende 
Raden van India successive gesonden aen den Gommandeur 
van't' Fort de Goede Hoope in dato 26 Januario, 1 Febru : 

• ende p"' April 1655, 

6. Gopie missiven door den Gommandeur van de Gaep succes- 
sive gesz : aen d. Ed : Hm. Gouvemeur-Generael ende 
Raden van India 1655. 

7. Gopiafaotura van de goederen becomen p"" 't jacht de Gabel- 
jauw uijt India 1655. 

8. D" van de memorie der goederen van Bat" voor Mauritius 
gesonden p' 't jacht do Gaboljauw over de Gaep, A' 1655. 

9. lieecq : van onoosten van 't jacht de l'rins. 
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1W5. Xo. 10. Original po^tcript to the dirvclora and for the 

oih JtiIv. Amsterdam Cliambt* r in particular. 

„11. Sample of oopper usefol here. 



No. 116. 
Batavia. 
To the India CouiieiL sent per the Acvivlxi», and Leetnriu. 



-MUi July. After the departure of the lion. v*in (xuens on the 10th May 
last nW St. Helena to the Fatherland, the Priê»* (^ Paanl arrived 
on the 24th June from your parts, haTing had yerj stormy weather 
off the CLkast and suffered K^me injorj. It h:id also some sick on 
hitard who were all restored to health here, so that it left with a 
healthy crew on tiie 5th July, intending to pass St. Helena and 
proceed straight home. On the 8th the T"ip returned from St 
Helena with aixv~»mpanying sealed letters from Hon. v. Goens, 
wh<^ sent us a e>p\' of his report regarding the Cape. From it 
you will observe :hat his estimate rar exceeds the number of 50 
men for the garri on here — 30 or 40 soldiers are required for the 
cattle alone — as 1 >ug as this Cape is not separated irom the main- 
land and convertei into an island, which, according to Yan Qoens, 
is of the utmost neoes^ty, in order to be relieved from the annoy- 
auce of the natives and also for the better safety of the Conqpany's 
e^tabliahment here. He believes that nothing particular will 
further crop up in this place, but did not think of the men required 
for the seal fisher>' — not less than 30 being wanted. Already the 
expenses here have been doubly defrayed if the skins continue to 
realixe as hitherto. This work might, however, be done by slaves 
and wagea saved, but as we have no slates and do not wish to 
delay me woik that we may be able to defiray the expeu^bci 
of the establishment here and continue with agrionltuDm, we must 
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10. Origineel nabrieflken aen d' E. Hm. Bewinthebberen van ^^^ 
de generale Oost Indische Comp* ter vergaderinge van de ^^q j^^ 
Gamer Amsterdam partioulier gesz : 

11. Monster van ooper dienstigh voor de Caep. 



No 116. 
Batavia. 

Aen d' E J : ITm : Qouverneur-Generael ende Kaden van 
India p^ de jachten Avontster ende Leouwin gesz : 

Ed: emtfeste, manhafte, wel wijse, voorsienige seer 
discreten Ueeren, Mijn iieeren, 

Na 't vertreok van den E. Hr. van Goens ende onderhorige 2ion Jnli. 
vloot op den lOen Maij pass'* over St. Helena na 't Vaderlant is 
hier den 24 Junij daeraen van costij mede wel iLgecomen 't jacht 
de Prins te Paeit vrij wat hart weer ende suckelinge op do custe 
b'oosten desen hoeck gehad, ende sommige rampim geleden mits- 
gaders oock al eenigh sieck volcq gecregen hebbende van welcke 
alles door onse behulpmiddelen ende ververssiugen, &c", terecht 
s:eholpen ende met frisse gesonde luijden op den Oen JuHj weder 
voorts gevaren is in meeninge om St. Helena 't excuseren ende 
recht deur na de havenen onses Vader 'ants te zoijlen hoedauigh 
vertrouwen XJEd : uijt neffensgaende aen ons gelaten missive van 
d" opperhoo£Eden meer sullen cunnen verstaen 

Ondertusschen is op den 8en deser oock weder van R*. Helena 
hier geretoumeerl 't ga) jot de 'I ulp met neffencgaende gesloten 
missive van opgemelte Heer van Goens welcke ons copie heeift 
gestuijrt wegen 't gene sijn E. over de saecken van de Caep, &o , 
aen XJEd: is adviserende waerbij UEd : onder an leren sullen sien 
deazelffs calculatie gemaeckt op dit guarnisoen verre boven de 50 
coppen g^aende ende alleen maer tot bewaringe van de koebeesten 
30 o£E 40 soldaten stellende insonderheijtsoo lange dese Caep niet 
van de vaste cust affgesneden ende tot een eijlant gemaeckt sij, dat 
na deeze]& opinie t<)n priucipaelen soude strecken ende. nodigh 
wesen om van den overlast der inwoonders bevri jt te sijn ende oock 
tot beter defentie van Comp omslagh alhier, &o\ vermits sich 
inbeelt in dese plaetse niet veel anders te steecken, maer heeift 
niet gedacht op 't volcq nodigh tot de robbenvanghst daer alleene 
30 ooppen toe vereijsschen ende jegenwoordigh de Oaepse oncosten 
al duDDeld uijtgewonnen sijn soo deselve in't Yaderlant maer 
getrooken ende renderende blijven als voor desen edoch soude dat 
ende veele ander werck wel met slaven cunnen worden affgesien 
in plaets van gagie winners, maer dewijle wij die noch niet en 
hebben ende echter niel gaerne versuijmigh zouden wesen om do 
Gaepse oncosten te overwinnen nochte oock den nodigen lantbou 
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16«. for the present oontinue to usp paid labour, though we would 

•♦iit~Jttlv. pre'«^r >lav€^, for the Netherlander? are xnoet unwilling to do the 

dirty work, and we are striving to t].e best of our power to make 

the exjiense a? littl.- as possible. Tn»- m-ans of doing so, however, 

ar? bevi'D'! our n-aeh a< v»t. 



The Ma»laga<oar slaves b* ing. a4>^rding to Hon. v. Groens, very 
unmanageable ar.d inr-lictNl T> d"S»Tt, we would like to have 80 or 
100 Arraoans ^-r Bengale^e fr>in Batavia, for we have been told 
that since our allianoe with the Arracan King, Batavia is well 
provided ^ith them and « ould spare a go>d nuniVr. In this ease 
we lould get on witii SO men, ^vmmander and all included. The 
Hon. V. tioeus will tell you how manj additional soldiers are 
neeessarj lor che guanl and the «attle — 3m or 40 as he says so long 
as the Gape is not o^nvertt^l into an island. 



GrMt difficulties are i^Mmeetel with making a i«nal through the 
isthmus* but we shall in the «Iry s.as.':i make another ins|>e<'tion. 



But to make an <^rress for the Salt iiivt-r on the other side would 
1* impossible, the spi»t being likewis*^ iiusuitabh\ Many mon 
would also be re^mirfd, mone than the honie^i-aid liound ships could 
supply. From the flivt of Hon. Denimers we could not get one 
man for a fortnight to help us wliii the fort then not half finished ; 
these people when dischaiged bt-lieve that they have no more to do 
than Iving the ship home. The ^utwaid b-^und are generally 
aflBicted with scurvy and we cannot delay the ships for such a 
pufpoae* the expense being too great. Summa Summarum. We 
oo not find the woik so easy, and if we it^uld g^t any aervioe from 
Am tinie-expired men« as the lion. v. Goens }H>ints out, we would be 

e if joa could Kcommend the Commandos that whilst here 
iMn sho«dd hnug on some stone for making a causeway, 
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met eenem te lateo in ver ballinge comon aoo eal 't vooreerst noeh al 
met gagie winners moeten gedaen worden hoewel wij *t ÜBVer met 
elavea detlea soo om \ misnoegen van de Neder la iidera over 
ftuleken vuijloD» smerigen werok ale oof^k om de raioste oosten voor 
d' E : Uorap na welok doel tesoLieten UEd: geltevea te vertrouwen 
dat ons prineipael mick<-n nock al ia maer manqueortous voor ala 
noch 't rechte geweer daertoe. 

Ende zoodat waer sij 't gene d' Hr. Van G.eu9 van de Mada« 
gasoarfie slaven hóeft goseijt, namentl. dat deielve stoute schelmen 
ende Bvet tot weghloopen genegen sijiij soo souden wij wel wensolien 
dat UEd ons 80 off 100 ptx Araoause ofl Bengael^e van Batavia 
geliefïden te zenden, te meer dewijle denselveu sijn Ed* ons ooek 
heeft geseijt door de nieuwe alliantie met don Araeansen Koninek 
Batavia jegenwoordigh daervan overvloeijt ende wel goede partij e 
missen cnnnen als wanneer wij *t dan met 80 Ne-ierUntse coppen 
dan wel souden ounnen affaien met opperhoofft ende alles, want hoe- 
veel soldaten boven de 50 gecalculeerde Ne< Ier landers d* Ed. Van 
Qoens nooh wel nodigh acht om *t bestiael te hoeden ende oock 
de waühien, t^o"*, waer te nemen zullen UEd. uijt sijn E. brietf wel 
vernemen daor van de Caepae golegentheijt sohrijft ende gelijek 
voormelt, ment ie maeckt van niet miiider ala nooh ♦U> a 40 
soldaten boven 't vorige getal van 60 te verrijaschen soo lange 
ddse Caep tot geen eijtant gemaeckt wort ende om de pregnant ie 
door gedachte eijn Ed» daerbij gevonght. 

Ende aengaende 't deuranijden van dit lant vresen wij al 
groter swaricbeijdt endo moei j ten sal aen vast wesen dan aijn E ; 
voormelt wel Aan opinie is edoch sullen na deseelffa re<iommendatie 
met de droogo tijt de gelegentheden wel eens wat nader ende ter 
degen gaen aff speculeren altoos ora den uijtgangh van de Kout e 
Revier te leijden na d' oversijde ende plaeteedaer sijn E. aenwijst 
zal na ons gevoelen niet wel willen gaon> hoe veel vol ex daer toe 
sonden moeten wesen zal na genomen ondersoeck eerst cunnen 
werden gecalouleert maer vresen wij echter een machtigh groot 
getal toe aal vereijssohen altoos van de 'thuijs vaerders niet te 
doen wesen die wij uijt d' Hr. Demmers vlote geen eene 14 dagen 
hebben cunnen eiijgen om als doen on a fort (noch nergens na 
balS volmaeckt) in detentie te helpen breügen, alsoo die lui j den 
verlost sijnde faaer selven inbeelden geen ander werek meer 
behooren te doen ala de scheepen thuijs te helpen brengen ende d' 
nijtvarende sijn veeltijta soheurbuiokigh, ooe^ Cump' pchepen 
daema niet te houden sonde desselve na <ms gevoelen to grooten 
ondienst causeren, somma wij vinden dat werck soo lieel light niet 
onde m der wat te doen ware met 't volcq van de retour vlote in 
maniere als d' E. van Goena geliefft aen te wij son soo wenschen 
wij wel dat irEd ; den overcome n de Commandeur gelieüden te 

' ommanderen door deselvo wat steen (staende haer leggen) hier 
fivii de dippen wierden aengebraght om een hooft te maken dat 
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!•«• whidi is 80 neceflsarv. that thoie who fetch water for the ships need 
.th Jukr' ^^ P> ^P *ö ^^^ necks into the wmter, as thev have to do now. 
With oar own per»ple aloce th<^ work would \e hard and long. 
The stone nnder the san«i of the l-?aeh makes it impossible to drive 
in pcles for a jettr. hetc* stote will be n quired for a distance of 
7" rc-z-is aE«I a Irieadth at the base cf about '24 or 30 feet. This 
w.tuld giTe a f ivs-r!: :\X the t- p -f not m-'^re than 10 or 1*2 feet. 



Regarding freemen, we beliere with Mr. t. Goens that o or 6 
famiUes would be enough f«:'r a '^^mmencement. We would, how- 
eTer, prefer Dutch to Bataviac — ^the latter are ae customed to too 
jnuah. grasping. Our opinion on this subject yon will find in otur 
letter to you p^r -R*^-*'"- 7 V, in acccpiance with instructions of the 
masters. 



The Tif/jT' is being re].<iirtE«l with w<x>l from the forest in order 
to make another Toyage to Madagascar to keep open the com- 
munication, but as long ;]ls we do not r&«.^iTe a yacht and further 
orders for the purpose fivm home, we will not send you a requisi- 
tion for goods required for that Islan*! The galiots are too small 
au'l unsafe in those dacger»us seas, esp^-:al'.y on the return voyage 
about Natal and Cape Agulhas* as a Tesse! with one orlop is easuy 
swamped. Should we re^i-eiTe a yacht we hare good hopes of at 
the same time also proridicg Mauritius as state*! before, where 
such a small gairóm at present is kept. The ofie?is of the Boofle 
V'M told us — haTing Iwn there last year — that as much wine 
and com could W rearmed there as is necessary. C*f other things 
there is sufficient, but there is an apparent 1*«ït^-*^«» among the 
lot who are accustome<l to an t-asy, do-nothing life, and as they 
do not haje the heayy winds there," which blow here, they might 
also rear their supplies of com and rice, just as we here grow 
TegeCaUes for 7 or ^0ö people passdng the Cape conTially, hesidts 
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heel ende boven veele aaecken seer nootwendigh is opdat de 
luijdee in 't water halen niet souden behoeven tot den hala 
(gelijck na noch doen moeten) in 't water loopen waertoe de 
gelegeütheijt hier sulcx inBien dat Bonder meeTder hulp als mat 
ons ei j gen voloq een langh ende verdrietigh werck oen hebben^ 
aullen vermits de vlackte dea strants die onder clippigh eijnde 
geen palen in te orijgen aijn ende daer omme tot 't aelve steen sal 
moeten aengebraoht worden wel tot de lenghte van 70 roeden 
ende hreete van 24 off 30 voeten op den gront als wanneer 't 
hooft boven op den cruijn nooh niet moer dao 10 a 12 voeten 
breet sal blijven, p^ memorie. 

Ende aengaende vrije luijden sijn wij met sijn E, ia een ge- 
voelen datier 5 a 6 hnijsgesinnen vooreerst genoegh souden wesen 
maer dnnokt ons echter, onder correctie Honantse beter als 
Batavise alsoo sommige van desalve aldaer te groote schraperijo 
jjewent sijn, ende wat wij over dat poinot op d' ordre van on&e 
Heeren Meest ers aen deselve hebben g*öd viseert aullen UEd : nijt 
de oopie voor desen met 't gal jot de Eode Voa gesonden 't uwer 
Ed : speculatie hebben cunnen lesen* 

Wij laten om 't gal jot de Tulp {vrij swack van timmeragie 
wesende) te verstercken ende bequaem to maeoken om noch een 
toch tj en te doeïi op Madagascar tot levendhoudingh van dien be- 
, gonnen handel, etü ; eenige knies ende andere hcutweroken uijt 't 
[^ooa bij de weroken halen, maer soo lange wij tot die \'oijagie geen 
'it ende nader ordre uijt 't Yaderlant becomen, sullen wij van 
ï - ij geen eij^ich doen van eoopraaoss : tot vervolgh van dien 
handel alsoo de gal jots te cleijn ende inBuliisant tot dat crappe 
vaerwater bevinden insonderheijdt in da wedorom rei j sen omtrent 
Terra de Natal ende 't ritf van Aguilles vermits *t water daer te 
hol is ende een seheepjen met een overloop ingeslagen wordende 
datelij ck om den hals sonde wesen, andeis soo onse Heeren Meesters 
reaolveren een bequaem jacht jen in de plaetee van gemelte gal jot 
tot voors : vaert te stuijren hebben wij wel moet alsdan Maiiritina 
met een en genoeghaaem te version in manieren als voor dato gere- 
monetreert, te meer dewijl der nu aoo weijnigh voloq leijt ende nu 
na ons d' opperhooffden van 't galjot de ïiode Vos (A"^ pass'^ daer 
geweeat) hebben gerap por teert, ia daer wel gelegentheijt om soo 
veel wijn off koren aen te planten alsse soudeu van noden hebben 
eode van de rest isaer doch overvloedigh genoegh, maer daer 
schuijlt na de rapporten voom^ zoo wat traegh* onder dat 
voldkjen ak sijnde al te gemackeUjeken ledigen leven daer 

fewent ende 't sonde wonder wesen dat men daer (snleke 
arde val winden als hier niet eubjeot sijnde) niet akoo wel 
£Oude cunnen sijn behoeff van rija off koren voor soo weijnigh 
volcq ai^nbouwen als wij hier aen verversinge van allerhande 
aert- ende tbuijn vruchten voor 7 a 8 C= menschcn (dese plaetso 
jaerlijox heen en weer passerende) in grooton overvloet boven 
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1^- the ordiiiazj work to be done. If the heavy aouth-eaflten did not 
24thJa!r« hinder ns so greatly we wooM never be without an abundant 
tapplj of com and rice. Behind TaUe Moimtain, on the spots 
pointed out by Mefisrs. Sterthemios and Yan Goens, onder the 
shelter of thf forests, we might be soeeeasfol, bot then we require 
free Dutch families or farmers to protect and coltiTate the groond ; 
they wonld make a profit, whilst the Company woold find it a too 
costly bosines^ Of all this we haTe given oor opinion to the 
masters. 

It would be better to introduce families direct from home, as 
those from India (Europeans) are not accustomed to work, and 
show no inclination for agriculture. The Chinese may do some 
good, and among them we would widi for a few versed in making 
cane matting, whidi we require here very much. 



From 8t Helena Mr. v. Gh>eus silvLsed us to send to that island 
some cows for breeding purposes, but as the directors wish that 
only the Cape diould be a place of call and St. Helena be passed 
by, so that the ships would arrive home a month socmer, and save 
a months' wages, which would be more than the expenses of the 
Cape, we would respectfullT beg to differ from thi^ gentleman 
on tins point, and suggest that Üiat island be denuded of every- 
thing on it now, to catch up all the pigs and bring over hithw as 
many apple and orange trees as possible, destroying the rest as 
tax as possible. This could be done in about two trips, whilst the 
ships would never be in want of refreshments here. St. Helena 
only provider (or the English and Frend;, whilst the caitie would 
become so wild that they would be difficult to catch. They would 
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mder nodigh werck wel oueaen doen ende inmvalle ons de 
val winden over den Tafelbergb soo niet en qnelden 't soude 
beneffens dien aen coren ende rijs alsoa weljnigh manqaeeren 't 
welcke wij meenen aoMer denselven bergh ende op de plaetae 
Mijn Ueeren Sterthenius ende Van Goena jonghst aengewesen, 
onder de louwte van de bosschagjes wel treffel ; gaen soude, maer 
daertoe dienden HoUantse vrije huijsgesinnen ofte boeren alsoo 
om de landerijen te besohermen ende bebouwen d*Iij* Comp' te 
ooatel : ende voor die 1 ui j tien ;^oq uijt die als andere eaecken 
redel t proffijten vallen zouden boodanigb wij onse Heeren M"^* met 
lai^o deductien oock hebbon g'advigeert. Onder 't advijs als 
voren bij ons op derselver ordre gegeten op 't poinot van 
vrije huijsgesinnen, &e'. die ons duneken om redenen voorgemelt 
beter nijt t Vaderlant als van India aen desa plaetse dienen 
gullen, alsook d* Indische Nederlanders niet gewent zijn veel te 
arbeijden (>fte wat naerati^heijt tot deo lantbou aen te wenden 
ten ware Chineseo die arbeijtsaem genopgh vallen ende misschien 
oook wel deegb raede te doen sonde weseu, onder weleke wenschte 
een persoon oS 2 te hebben die wat rottingh ramen maken konde 
daer wij hier vrij om verlegen sijn. DE. Ilr, van Öcens voor- 
melt beeft ons in Zijn E, missive van 8t. Helena oopk gereoom- 
mandeert bij goede gelegen theijt eenige jonge koebeesten van 
hier op 8t. Helena te planten om aen te teelen tot de meerdere 
ververisinge voor Corap\ scheepen, maer gemerct d' intentie van 
onee Heeren principalen tiijt derselver aen ons verleende iüstruotie 
ende suooessive nagesonden missiven dat deaelve haer Ed t de 
saecken gaerne daertoe eagen (ende om weloke redenen deee 
sware oïJcoiten hier oock hebben geresol veert te doen) dat 
Comp\ schepen aoo wel in de thnijs als uijt rei j sen geen andere 
plae^n 't haerder ververssinge als dese mochten aendoen^ om 
St. Helena t* eenemael t' excnseren waerdoor oook gissinge te 
maken eij deselve na alle apparentie een gantsche maent vroeger 
staen in 't Vaderlant 't arriveren uijt weloke een© maent gagie 
(mindéET te betalen hebbende) dan ten eersten vrij meer als de 
üftepee oncosten bedragen ui jtge wonnen wort, soo souden wij 
(edoch onder correctie van wijser) behoudens 't rapport van sijn E, 
Toormelt dien aengaende ganach eontrarije van advijs wesen ende 
dat men in plaetse van di*?n dat eijlant van 't gene daer op ie 
't eenemale behoorden t' ontbloten, de verokens op te vangen ende 
met een en soo veel appel ende lemoen boomtjes hier te halen als 
mogelij ck was, mitsgaders de reste vorders gantsoh ende gaer te 
ruineren dat in een tocht jen of 2 te beaohicken was, dewijle het, met 
Godt de voorste, hier aen overvloedige ververssinge aen Comp* heen 
ende wedervarende soheepen voortaan doch niet manqueren sal, 
ende al de St. Helenaes ververssinge doch maer voor Engels ende 
Fran een is, mitsgaders de gemelte koebeesten soo wilt souden 
worden dat se qual ; te orijgen souden wesen > ende oook sonder 
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if-5.>. jg0 \yQ canght awaj by others. If eTerrthing were destroyed 
SiihJvlr. ^^^ shipe would be loathe to call at that island, and the homeward 
bound would have no reason to pass by the Cape and thus become 
more obedient to the Company. They know that they have to take 
<m board here annually a number of sesï skins, which, excepting the 
well-disposed, they do not take kindly to. We do not always have 
a vecsel to send after them, as this year in the case of the Breda 
and KoHtng ran Pokm^ whose commander made a paltr\' excuse for 
passing us. If we did not possess the express authority of the 
Hon. V. Goens, we would not have been able to get in one solitary 
skin, as is evident in the case of the yachts which had previously 
left. It is difiBcult to state in writing who is to be blamed. 



The island should be made vit'si^late to make it useless as a place 
of oall fodr the English and French, who genially take everything 
away from it before the arrival of the Company's ships, as has 
always been the case. £ven tliis year the Hon. v. Goens could only 
get 5 or 6 pigs^ and each of the other ships hardly one, with no 
apfdes or oranges whatever. Said nations had cleared away every- 
thing. We ther^oore adhere to our advice to destroy everything 
on the island» as in the best inteiests of the Company, that others 
may not proceed thither as a refredunent place and so be deprived of 
tlior defire to voyage to India, especially as it is rumoured that the 
English intend to open thdr Indian trade to all of their nation, 
which fintling few rebeshment stations would have many diffi- 
culties to contend with. It being the intention to make this the 
only refreshment station of the Company, against the opinion of 
come who sustain that the Ca|« cannot always be tombed at, it 
would be good if our ci>mmunicated instruvtions tor the guidance 
ol v cBBc I a wtne adh«^ to. It would then be found that the Cape 
oould always be reached even during the fi^cest south-easters, 
«Asrwaiting at the most 5 imt 6 days at Saldanha Say. In winter 
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ömsïea van aentelinghtj *t elókens al door andere opgevangen 
worden, ingevolge alsoo dat vee wwt voor d' E. Comp'' maer meest 
©nde principael voor andere Kijn, sullende ter contrarie na ons 
ad vijs in oas van ruijne der vervrerBsingo alsdan oook na den weneiili 
Tan ooae Hearen Meesters weijnigh haken maer na dat eijlant 
weaan ende de thnijs vaerders te min oorsaecke nemen om de Gaap 
verbi] te loopen dat de Oomp' noch al meer subject zal blijven, 
insonderheijt nu deselve weten dat hier jaerlijox soo veel robben 
vellen moeten innemen daer veele (reohte iveraers tot Oomp' voor- 
doel ongeprejudieieert) zoo graegh toe sijn ak haer hert te sien, 
zullende oook alt ij t niet gelegen coraen ofte juijst een gftljot bij 
der hant weseu om liaer die vellen als dese jare Breda en Koninck 
van Polen goachiot is, na te seuden welckers opperhooifden wij 
liooren haer over hun verhij zeijlen a! vrij blaeu hadden g'exen' 
aeert, &c', ende ten ware de expresse gethoonde authoriteijt van d' 
Hr* van Goens wij souden der niet een hebben ciinnen inorijgen, 
zoo aen de vooraiï vertrocken jachten olaer gebleooken is, ende 
wie daer van principael oorsaeuk siJn can hij de pen, al schrijft 
het, niet wel begrepen worden, 

Ende ineonderheijt sonde onaes gevoelens voorhaelde eijlant niet 
ondienstigh sijn ge rui jn eert om d' Engelsen ende de Francen die 
ververaeh plaetee onbruijek te maocken die tor tooh al aff hebban 
gehaelt eer Comp' retonr schepen daer aencomen gelijok van tijt 
tot tijt altoos gebleeeken heeft ende nu nooh jonghst oock dat 
de Hr, van Qoens voor sijn schip dese jare maer 5 A 6 ende d' 
andere elck qualijck em veroken gevangen nochte eenige appelen 
off Jemoenen hecomen hebben door dien 't van voorn : natiën 
al gants cael opgehaelt ende gevangen waren sulox dat wij als 
voren, edoch onder verbeteriogh van wijser gevoelens blij\'en 
do wij Ie die ververssinge ten principalen doch meest voor andere 
natiën zijn niet ondicnstlgh oordeelen daer beesten te planten 
maer oock in tegendeel gantsoh nootwendigh voor d' E. Oomp" dat 
eijlant cael gemaeckt wort om andere die verversoh plaetse te 
ontfldtten ende alsoo deaelve oock te minder lust tot de Oost 
Indische vaert te vetoorsaken, insonderheijt in de conjuncture 
datter doch gerucht wort d' Engelse haer Indijsohe navigatie 
voor ij der een van hare regeringe voomem eus sijn open te stellen 
weieken dan weijnigh verversch plaetaen vindende die reijaen 
te swaerder souden vallen te meer dewijle dooh emmers onser 
Heer en Meesters volcomen ende principale intentie ende gene- 
gentheijt is om haer Ed : schepen maer alleen aen dese plaetse 
te laten verversschen etc : ende dat sommige zouden menen te 
systinereu de Caep altjjt niet wel aen te doen zijn, indien se 
hun maer geheven te reguleren na onse geconsipïeerde memorie 
©nde bijgevoughde caertje, sij sullen 't contrarie wel bevinden 
ende met cleijne moei j ten ja selffs in 't felste van 't Z. Ooste 
ïBOUsdon van beneden de Caep altijt na ten hooghsten 5 a 6 



1665. 
24en Juli, 



i66 

1665. ijj^ latter port can with difficulty be reached, but Table Bay easily, 
24th July. 80 that it is evident that this Cape is better reached from the north 
than the south. 

According to experience, we can reach this from St. Helena in 
20, 26 or 28 days at the most. How much shorter then must not 
the time be required for the shorter distance. 

Some navigators, however, do not take the trouble to note what 
others have observed for the good of the Company. The laudable 
endeavours of the celebrated Pilot fishers have been found fault 
with. How much more then will he be unfavourably criticized 
who is not versed in sea matters, and is to obtain his information 
from skippers and mates able to speak with authority from ex- 
perience and investigation? If you were only to consult Jan 
Simonsz of Hynsburgh of the Roode VoSy you would be converted 
to our opinion. 



The Hon. v. Goens in the letter mentioned also advised us to catch 
and preserve for the return fleet a quantity of harders (? mullets), 
that fishing at St. Helena might be dispensed with. But 
these ships are always well supplied with provisions, and in ease it 
is said that that island should be visited for fish, there is enough 
here to be caught fresh for the supply of the fieet and more than 
that. Because of the more temperate climate they are also better 
oured here, but it would be impossible, with due deference to the 
opinion of Mr. v. Qoens to catch the quantity required with the 
lunited number of hands at our disposal, unless we neglect other 
necessary work. It would also be too expensive to do so with 
Company's servants. It might be done by free families who 
might draw profit from the same, and might lease the fisheries in 
course of time, or be emi)loyed for the purpose under such condi- 
tions as may be most favourable to the Company. 



Mr. V. Goens's orders regarding the 2 slaves and a dog we have 
carried out. 

We did not obtain any of the " stow-aways " with the ffaliot, as 
some of them managed to hide themselves in the return fleet, and 
three escaped on the island, where they are still hiding. With 
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I wachten^ ¥ati de baije van Saldaoha in eluije wel uunneii 
opcomeD ende in de winter tijt is *t boo gelegen dat wij qualijok 
die baij eunnen crijgen, maer wel dese Tafelbaij buIox dat beter 
van benoorden ale beemjden de Caep deee baij te crijgen zij> 
aehter volgende de veelvoudige onderriudinge kannen wij oock 
van 8t, Helena in 20 a 26 a 28 dagen ten hoogbeten bier oomen 
hoe veel te meer van boo nabij alB in de gemelte memorie aenge- 
wesen wordt maer 't is met sommige na^iganten aoo gelegen datter 
niet eens te pijoe waert sij acht te slaeu op 't gene van andre mei 
goede opmerokinge ten dienste van d* E. Comp*" aen ge wesen wort 
galijek om den noort den vermaerden pijloot vissers, prijswaerdige 
dingen in vele wel berispt sijn hoe veel te meer dan 't geen e gedaen 
wort door ijmant die juijst van de zeevaert geen professie maken 
ende hare naturen niet en sijn sonder oodk te considereren dat wij 
Bootaaecikelijok hebben moeten uijt de dagelijcxe ondervindinge 
vansobippers ende stuijrluijden die wij ten dieu fine van alles laten 
behoorlijok ende naerstigh onderaoeek doen ende soo ÜEd* maer 
eens gelieven over de saeokt^ t^ examineren den scbipper Jan 
Sijmonsjï : van Beijnsborgh overgeoomen met 't gal jot de Bode 
Vos, UEd : sullen wel haest met ons van een oordeel worden, d' 
advise* 

Haerder had ons de llr. van Goena bij voorgem : sijn missive 
oook gerecommandeert voor de retour vlote op te vangen ende 
drogen in voorraet tot t<.>eflpi]se voor dito vloota voloq om daer door 
^t fiijlant St. Helena oook te mogen escouseren edoch meenen wij 

► „, ,, , dat die scheepen altoos wel ter desen van 

provisie vorsien sijn ende maien men oook om 
de vie dat Eijlant souden nodigh achten aen te doen, soo is hier 
genoegh ende alsoo voel door des vloota volci^ zelff versch te van- 
gen als daer. Item oook duer abelder te maecken vermits 't gotem- 
perder elimaet maer om met ons weijnige voloq soo grooten partij o 
op te gaderen als voor suicke gantsohen vloote soutle vereijsschen 
dunekt ons (onbenadeligbt noohthane 't ad vijs Fan d* Ür. van 
Goens) bui j ten versuijm van dienstlgen saeoken onmoglijok 
ende oook met Comp' dienaers te oostal : maer met vrije buijs^ 
gesinnen zou dat misschien wel gaen ende goet wesen om voor 
deeelveal vrij wat voordeel uijt te mogen halen ende met ter tijt 
de visscherijen aan die oook te verpachten ofte eoodanigh anders 
als bij tijt ende wijle ten meeeten dienste ende profijt van de E. 

JComp* mochte bevonden worden te vereijsschen, 
't (ieene zijn E, voormelt ons vorder heeft bevolen van seecker 
2 slaven ende 1 hondt hebben wij achter volght ende de eijgenaer 
*t hare toegestuijrt koo van deeelve oostij eau vernomen worden. 

Maer aengaende de versteeoken persoonen hebben mot bet 
gal jot niet een overgeoregen alsoo hun eenige van deselve weder 
hebben weten in de retour vloote te versteeoken ende 3 op d^ eij- 
lant fugitijfE gestelt die hun daer nooh onthouden. 
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1666. tjj^ galiot we obtained, besides three pigs and some orange trees, 
2^tb July, two wild young stallions. There are still running on the island 
two mares with foal which could not be caught and an old stallion 
which Mr. v. Goens ordered to be left there for breeding purposes ; 
and as we required, as stated in our former letter, 6 or 8 more, we 
beg to be provided with mares that we may have some breeding 
stock. Now we have 6 fitallions and 3 mares, and can scarcely 
get on with the oxen. 



We have also sent the remnants from the whole fleet — among 
them 9 rolls of silk and some Morocco leather shoes unfit for use. 
Here the whole would bo too expensive and the shoes too unser- 
viceable for the men. We therefore send the lot to Batavia. 



The woollen and coarse stufPs however we have kept. 

In your last of Ist April per the Prinn we found that of the old 
fleet there were still wanting the Gekroonde Leeuw^ &c. The two 
first arrived on the 9th Jan. and ilst Feb. and left again on 28th 
Jan. and 11th March with healthy crews for Batavia. With the 
Brouwers Haven matters were very bad, as the officers of this vessel 
the Avondntar will circumstautially tell you. The latter found the 
former 5° north 'of the line, resolved to return home, having 
already been as far as Agulhas. The Rood^ Vos will have 
brought you information regarding the later fieet which has 
touched here. All left with healthy crews. We send you copies 
of our previous letters ; also continuation of our journal. 



From the latter you will gather how our interpreter Herry has 
returned and is conducting himself well. He has brought forward 
satisfactory excuses for his long absence, and done his best to 
re-obtain our favour by bringing on a lot of cattle, so that we can 
again supply the vessels with fresh meat as well as vegetables. 

This was of great service to the Prins ie Paard, Our conversations 
with Herry you will gather from the journal of 23rd July, &c. 
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Met d ' galjot bequamen wij beneffens 3 verckeiis ende eeuige 
lemoon boomtjens 'Z jongbe wilde heDghsten lüöpende daer iioch 
2 voldragen merrijs die niet gevangen oosten worden ende een 
ouden benghst door d* E. Hr. van Qoens g'ordineert daer te laten 
om met de mertij s voort aen te teelen ende aleoo wij, gelijok bij 
onse vorige miEsive gemelt (daer van de eopie bier nevens gaet) 
noob wel 6 a S gtx. nodigb had den soo versoeokon oitraoedigh 
UEd. gelieven te gedenokeu ons met merrijen te laten voorsien 
om te meerder eiide eerder in aenteelioge te co men, alsoo wij 
jegen woord igh wel 6 liengbsten tegen maer 3 merrijs hebben ende 
met de ossen zeer qual : te reobt cunnen oom en, pr. memorije* 

Soo heeft ons aijn E, mede toegesonden al de restanten van de 
ganteche vlote onder welcke oook 9 zijde rollen ende eenige onbe- 
qnaenie Spaens leore schoenen die hier aen de t?aep als te ooatelijck 
en (do, schoenen 't oiisterok voor 't voleq vallende) niet wel wegh 
mede weten, daeromme deselve bij desen mede laten voorts na 
Batavia gaen als pr, ingesloten faoture oude eognos?ifement maer 
de wol] e cleeren, pijen, ende groff laken, etc, hebben 't voloq voor 
de coude laten op reecq : veistreokon* 

Bij UEd. laest aen ons gesonden schrijvens van den eersten 
April pass' met 't jaoht de Prins voormelt gesien hebbende dat 
van de oude equipagie noch m an q neren de de Gecroonde Leeuw, 
Oliphant ende Brouwershaven soo dient tot advija voor dato ges : 
dat de 2 eersten den 9 Januari] ende 21 Februari j hier aengeeomen 
op 28 Januari] ende 11'" Meert met fris ende gesont volcq van 
bier na Batavia vertroeken sijn maer met Brouwershaven ie het 
Q-od beter het vrij slecht gestelt gelijok UEd. uijt d* Opperhooff- 
den van dit aohip d' Avondstar omstandigh sal cunnen verhaelt 
worden als hebbende 't selve 5 graden benoorden de linij ontmoet 
geradolveert sijnde weder na *t Vaderlant te keeren ende al 
geweest hebbende na derselver aen wij singe op 't riff van 
AugnilUes bier bij de Caep, Ac*. 

Wat schepen van de nieuwe equipagie na dato voors : hier 
oook sijn aengeweest, mitsgaderi wanneer ende met hoedanigb 
gesont voloq vertroeken sullen UEd* uijt ons schrijvens pr* de 
Roode Vos ende te voren wel hebben vernomen daer toe ons 
gedragen ende ten overvloede de copie hierbij senden neffens ooek 
't vervolgh oneer dagelij o xe aenteickeninge daer UEd* anllen 
cunnen lesen hoe dat den tolcq Herri j wed erom gecomen ende 
sigh treffel : instellende is^ mitsgadera oook wel fraij over sijne 
iaoge absentie ete.^ weten te ontsohnldigen ende in de gratie te 
Btellen door 't aenbrengen Tan vele koebeesten sulox dat wij 
jegen woordïgh de schepen alle dagen tot de thuijn vruchten ot»ck 
versch vlei] 3 cunuen geven waerop de Prins te Paert juijst even 
treffelijok te pas quam en : gel ; als dit schip fraij ver veracht heeft 
wat diicourflen ende redenen wij over versoheijden saken met den- 
delven Herri j hebben gehouden gelieven UEd : onder dato 
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1065. "Wf* add a list, of things wanted in addition to those contained 

2ith"julv. "* ^^^ requisition already sent. They are only some buttons, 20 

<-atty silk, 100 bundles cane, 80 or 100 slaves, 6 or 8 mares for 

breeding purposes. We won't ask for any more, and therefore 

earnestly beg to be provided with them. 



That we are rather prolix and may hinder you in more impor- 
tant matters, is mainly oaused by the necessity of replyini^ to the 
opinion brought forward by the Hon. van Goens. We would 
have written home in the same strain, if we had only received his 
Honor's letter per the Tulp before the departure of the Prim. 



Our proposal regarding St. Helena wo consider to be of great 
importance to the Company. 

lu the Fort, 24th July, 1055. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebkeck. 
F. Verburgh. 



No. 117. 

« 

Addenda to the requisition sent per Boodc Von :— 

A^lot of ^ all kinds^of^ buttons. 

20 catty do. sewing and stitcliiug fcilk. 

100 bundles cane and 
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23~ Juni] ende andere plaetsen meer in ons gemelte daghregister ^^^• 
ovryoli^h te lesen daer alles pertinent aengeteickent staet, ende wij 24eu Juli. 
ens oook daertoe refereren omme in desen niet al te langh te 
vallen. 

Ende alsoo wij met ons vorige sohrijvens nooh sommige nodig- 
heden badden vergeten te vorderen, soo hebben 'tselve bij forme van 
ampliatie onder onse vorige petitie (hier neffensgaende) bijgestelt 
met dienstel : versoeok UEd. ons daermede geUeve te acoommo- 
deren, sijnde eenl : nooh maer wat cnopen, 20 cattij zijde, 100 bos 
rottanghy 80 & 100 slaven, 6 a 8 merrij paerden tot te beter aen- 
telingh ak hier vooren gementioneert, 't sal de laeste mael wesen 
dat wij paerden sullen behoeven te vorderen, derhalven oook 
diensteUjd: bidden deselve mogen geworden. 

D at wij in desen wat largo vallen (apparent al tot wat belet in 
UEd : wightiger besongjes) is geschiet ten principalen tot nader 
esolariflsement voor UEd. over sommige saken van de Caep bij d' 
Ed: Hr. van Goens in sijn E : missive wordende geremonstreert 
hoedanigh wij oook souden hebben gedaen aen d' Ed. Hm, onse 
M *' in't Yaderlant indien ons sijn E : sohrijvens pr. de Tulp 
voor 't vertreok van de Prins ware van St. Helena de retour 
toegecomen insonderheijt wegen dat van St. Helena 't welok wij 
meenen om veele redenen considerabel voor d' Comp'' is ende 
nu tot 't naeste saijsoen sal moeten uijtgestelt laten. 

Hiermede, 

Ed : erntfeste, manhafte, wel wijse, voorsienighe, ende seer 
bescheijdene Hoeren. Mijn Hoeren, 

Willen wij UEd : na onse oitmoedige gebiedenisse ende gansch 
dienstighe groete den Eenigen Al in genaden bevolen laten welcke 
des Comp' saecken onder derselver lofiweerdige discretie langhs 
800 meer te segenen. Onderstont. 

In't Fort de Goede Hoope desen 24 Julij 1655. 

UEd : seer oitmoedigen ende ganst onderdanige dienaren 

Was geteickent. 

Jan van Ribubkck, ende 
Fredrick Vbrburgh. 



No. 117. 



Ampliatie tot de petitie gesonden pr. 't galjot de Bode Vos. 

Partije allerhande gecleurde zijde knoopen. 
20 oattij d saij ende stick zijde. 
100 boMen rottangh, ende 
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^'^- 6 or 8 mares. N.B.— Xo more gtalliona. 

.ithJulj. ^0 (*T 100 slaves, among tliem 2 or 3 who can make cane 

matting. 



No. 118. 



List of papers directed per the Atottdsiar to India, dd. 24th 
July, 1655 : — 

1. Original letter to the Council dated 24th July, 1655. 

2. Copy of letter sent per Baofft Vos dated 6th April, 1655. 

3. Continuation of the journal. 

4. Eequisition and addenda. 

5. Ship's accounts of the Aronthfar. 

G. Sealed letter of Hon. v. Goens to the Council. 

7. „ of the officers of the Priua to the Council. 

8. Invoice of some remnants received fiom the fleet of the 

lion. V. Goens. 



No. 119. 
Batavia. 

To the India Council. 



•2Sth July. Thig ig merely to accompany duplicate of our letter dated 24tli 
July per Avomhtar which left this with a healthy crew on the 26tL 

The Leeuwin now likewise leaves in the same state. She takes the 
following fresh Cape seeds from here : — 

Carrots. 

Beet. 

3 kinds of cabbage. 

Drum head salad. 

Spanidi radish (black radish). 

Ihitch and 

Spanish radish. 

&"' I ^^ 
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6 a 8 meirij paerdèh. Noota, geen henghsien meer. i^o*^- 

80 a 100 slaven daer onder 2 a 'j die roltangh ramen breijen 24en~Juli. 
oonde. 



No. 118. 



Register van de pampieren pr. 't schip d' Avondstar gedirigeert 
aan d? E. Hr. Gouvernour-Generael endo Raden van India tot 
Batavia, dato 24 Jnlij 1655. 

No. 1. Originele missive aen gem : haer £d : gedateert 24 Julij 
1655. 
„ 2. Gopie d*" p' de Rode Vos gesonden, gedateert 6 April 

1655. 
„ 3. Vervolgh van 't Caepse daghregister. 

4. Petitie ende ampliatie tot deselve voor de Caep. 
6. Scheeps reecq : van d' Avondstar. 

6. Gesloten missive aen d' E. Hr" voormelt van d' E. 
H' van Goens. 

7. D"" aen deselve haor E : van d' opperhooffden van do 
Prins te Paert. 

8. Faetuijrkon ende cognossomont van eenige restanten 
nijt de retour vlote van d' E. Hr. van Goens. 
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No. 119. 
Batavia. 

Aen d' E. Heeren Gouvemeur-Generael ende Raden van India 
p' 't jacht De Leeuwin. 

Ed : emtfeste, manhafte, wij se, voorsienigo, seer disoreten Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren, 

Desen dient maer tot gelei j de van 't dubbeld onser vorige 28* n Juli. 
missive gedateert 24 Jiilij ende gesonden p' 't jacht d' Avondstar 
op den 26'''' courant van hier gescheijden met fris ende gesont 
Yoloq gelijck de Leeuwin mits desen nu oock doet ende waermede 
TJEd: toesenden dese navolgende verse Caepse thuijn saden, namel : 

Geele Wortel 

Groeten 

Driederhande oool 

Crop salaedt 

Rammelas ^Zaet. 

Luijox ende ) Baep off I 
Hollantee jl Cnol. J 



174 

1666. If ^e only knew what seeds are most aooeptable to you we 

'2HÜI July, "^^^d collect them in greater quantities. 

In the Fort, 28th July, 1655. 

(Signed) J. V. Riebbeck. 
F. Verburgh. 



No. 120. 
List of papers sent per Lffuicin to India, dated 28th July, 1655 : 



1. Original letter to the Council dated as above. 

2. jy „ per the Avoidstar dated 24th July, 1655. 

3. Bequisition and addenda for the Gape. 

4. Invoice of remnants from the ships of Hon. y. Gh>en8. 



5. Ship's accounts of the Leeuwin. 

6. list of papers sent per Avondstar. 



No. 121. 



Instructions for F. Verburgh and officers of the Tulp about to 
proceed to Madagascar : — 

loth Aug. As you are ready to go with 5 months* provisions for 25 men 
you shall start with the first fair wind to carry out our resolution 
of 17th July and 7th August. 
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Indien wij wisten welcke zaden daer't aengenaempste waren ^^'''•'5. 
souden daer van in toeoomende te meer laten winnen omme 28enJuli. 
U£d : tot beter genoegen te grooter quant it e toe te mogen senden 
zullen derhalven gaeme daar van advijs verwachten om ons na te 
mogen regeren, pr. memorie. Hiermede, 

Ed : emtfeste, manhaffte, wel wij se, voorsienighe, seer besoheij- 
den Heeren, Mijn Heeren, 

Willen wij UEd. na onse oitmoedighe gebiedenisse ende diens- 
tigbe groete Gode in genade bevolen laten. 

In *t Fort de Goede Hoope,de8en 28 Julij, 1655. 

Onderstont, UEd. seer oitmoedige en : gantsoh onderdanige 
dienaren. 

Was geteijokent, 

Jan van Rirkbkcq ende 
Fredkk'K Vbrburoh. 



No. 120. 



Register van de pampieren pr. 't jacht De Leeuwin gedirigeert 
aen d' Ed : Hm. Gouverneur-Generael en : Kaden ^van 
India tot Batavia dato 28 Julij 1655. 

No. 1. Origineel brieffken aen opgem : haer Ed : datum uts : 

„ 2. I>*. pr. d' Avondstar ges : dato 24 Julij 1655. 

„ 3. Petitie ende ampliatie tot deselve voor de Caep. 

„ 4. Oopie factuijrken ende cognossement van eenige restanten 

uijt de retour vlote van d' Hr. van Goens. 

„ 5. Scheepsreecq : van onoosten des jaohts De Leeuwin. 

„ 6. Register van de pampieren met d' Avontstar gesonden. 



No. 121. 



Instructie voor den ondercoopman Fredrick Verburgh ende 
verdere opperhoofEden van 't galijot de ïulp seijlvaerdigh 
leggende omme van hier te verseijlen na 't groot eijlant 
Madagascar, &c". 

Dewijle UI : dan ten dien eijnde seijlvaerdigh sijt mitsgaders lOon Aug. 
geprovideeri ten behoeve van 25 coppen stijff voor 5 maenden 
zoo sullen UI : in den name de^ Hoeren den eersten goeden wint 
waememen omme hare g'ordonneerde reijse aen te vangen ende 
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i«ó5. Yqu are to proceed direct to Mauiitim and deliver our letter to 

loth^uf. ^^^ Commander there and request him to give jou a vessel to 
acioompanj jou to Madagascar for exploring the rivers and small 
bajs along the ooasts of that island, especially those marked in the 
charts entrusted to Yerburgh, where the French last year obtained 
more than 30 lasts of rice in 8 or 10 weeks' time, having left their 
ships at the Island of St. Maria. As soon as you have obtained 
the vessel or know that you cannot get one, you are to leave 
Mauritius at once for Madagascar* first touching at the Island St. 
Maria — which the Roode Vas did not do, — ^the last expeditibn last 
year having promised the people there and at Antongil that they 
would return. You are to encourage them as much as possible to 
bring on padi, beans, rice, cadjangh, wax, &c. You are sent 
purposely to Antongil to greet tne Eong and keep the trade alive 
untU we receive furÜier orders from home. You are further to 
inquire particularly into everything, and also try and get some 
slaves not yoimger than 15 and not older than 20 or 26 



You are also to see whether any ivory, skins or silk can be had, 
especially about St. Lucia and Antipara, where wax is also 
procurable. You are also to encourage the natives to produce the 
articles or cultivate them, assuring them that we will return. 



You are likewise to observe the seasons and the winds in those 
parts and when and in what manner a vessri may leaye Antongil 
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tea dieiiÈte van de E : Coiop'^ te volvoeren achtervolgende resolu' 
tien in dato 17 Julij ©nde 7 August! j pas6° daerover epecialïjok 
genomen mitsgaders hun vordera 200 in handel als andersints 
reguleren na *t volgende als te weten* 

Eerstelijck regelrecht U conre nemende van hier na ^t 
eijlant Mauritius omnie aldaer aen 't oppert ooft van Comp' 
omslagh over te leveren Beffens gaende onee missive ende aohter- 
volgentle den ïnhonde van dien oock mondelingh 't insisteren 
om een van desselffs vaertuijghen dat bequaem ende suffichant 
moohten wesen om van daer op Madagascar mede over te steeoken 
ende aldaer te dienen tot ondeckïnge van de rivieren ende cleiju© 
taijtjes aen de custen van dat eijlant^ ïnBonderheijt sulcke als den 
mede gaende onderooopman 7erhurgh in de caertjens met 
letters isaeiuwijaende daer de Francen A" pass" met cleijn va^rtuijgh 
in den tïjt van 8 ïi 10 wee eken wel ov^r de 30 lasten rijs jjehan- 
deld mitsgaders haer schip onder *t eijlant 8t* Maria laten leggen 
ende den Hj*? daertoe ge voert hadden, 

Ende alsoo wij voor als noch i^een ander redenen hebben goet 
gedacht nocbte U bevolen Mauritius aen te doen als ten eijnde 
voors : soo sullen UI : H vaertuijgh g'optineert off niet geobten*, 
hebbende na beoomen affacheijt hun met alle spoet weder van 
daer bevorderen ende oversteeoken na Madagascar sender sulcx als 
die van de Eoode Vos gedaen hadden na te laten eerst aendoende 
't eijlant St, Maria die van on se nader besendinge A\ pass' , soo 
wel ala die van Antongil belofften gedaen siju, derhalven sigh 
aen haer verthoonen : ende met alle doenlijcke middelen snit 
traohten H animeren tot toevoer van soo veel rijs, padij, bonen, 
ende cadjangh, was, Ac", als deselve sidlen cunnen bijeen crijgen 
om haer die aff te haelen wanneer ghij uijt de baij van Antongil 
zult wederom comen als wordende UI : na d' baij deee mael 
expres gesonden om den Coningh te begroeten ende dien verleden 
jaer begonnen handel levendighj mitsgaders d^, Coningh in hoop 
van oontinuatie te houden tot wij noch nader ordre van ouse 
Hm, principalen uijt 't Vaderlant op die traffijeque snllon hebben 
beoomen, derhalven dewijte zijt uijt alomme wel nau onder- 
soeck doen moet mitsgaders ben effens den rijs, cadjangh ende was, 
bonen oock sien te becomen soo veele slaven aU mogelijck zij doeh 
niet ouder noch jonger als van 15 tot 20 è, 25 jaren, Soo moeten 
UI : oook sien offer quantite huijden, oHpbantstanden ende op 
sommige plaetsen oock geen zijde te beconien is, insonderheijt 
omtrent St, Luoia ende Anti Pera daer oock was te crijgen is 
end© mede dient opgeleth ende genegotieert mitsgaders d'inwoon- 
derfl tot aenqneeck van 't een ende 't ander zoo voel mogelijck 
g'alimeert ende verseeekeringe gegeven van onse wederom compste 
ende wes meer ten dienste van d*E, Comp". nodighmoehte vereijs- 
flchen ofte practicabel wesen ten welcken eijnde te letten dient 
ho6 eigh 't moufison ende de winden daer omtrent houden om te 
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1655. fof the south, as we have been told that it if done at all times of the 

thlug. yf*^ ^y ^^® French and has been done some time ago by the 

Hon. V. d. Stel with the flute Petten. All these matters are to be 

investigated that it may bo known how to visit every place in season. 



Should you not be able to obtain sufficient rioe» slaves, wax, &o., 
at the places named, you may return after doubling the north of 
Madagascar by its east coast, and call at St. Augurtine Bay where 
also slaves, wax, beans and oadjang, but no rice can be had, to fill 
up your cargo and so return to this. You are not to go lower 
down as you may get too near the Portuguese for whom you will 
be no match. To attack that nation we must await the arrival of 
the yatht from home which will be better armed. Be therefore 
careful everywhere and mind that the natives are well treated bj 
yourselves and your crew and that no cause of dissatisfactioii be 
created, that the Company's object with the island may in oonrse 
of time be gained. In order to ingratiate ourselves, aooeptable 
presents may be given to the King of Antongil and the men of 
influence in other places, that they may be drawn to tw more 
reeulily. When you arrive anywhere you are to have a present 
ready which Sr. Verbiirgh states is amply refunded in the form of 
refreshments. 



Your Council to direct your proceedings shall consist of : — 

Frederik Verburgh, junior merchant, president. 

Comelis Jansen van Uolstein, skipper. 

Cornelis van Heyningen, assistant and bookkeeper. 

Elaas Wopkes of Stavoren, junior mate, and if need be 
the boatswain. 

^oe of this Council everything is to be ordered, especially 
le taken, the visitation of countries, havens, &q. 



179 



mogea weten hoe off wanneer men ran Antongil Euijtwaerta op 
Boude oimnen comeii langha da wftl, ssij nde wij g'inf ormeert zulr x 
met noordel : winden 't eeoLgen tijt van *t jaer bij de Franoea 
g'obBeryeert wort ende bij d'E, Van der Stel, pr. de fluijt Pettan 
Toor desen oook gedaen ie na allen 't weloke nan moet ondersoobt 
worden om all© plaetaen te mogen weten op zijn bequaeme tijt 
aan te doen. 

Ende soo UI : aon de voors : plaetaen V genoegen niet genoegb» 
eaem ooate beoomen^ eoo van rij e, slaven, wasoh, ^c^'t soo souden 
wij niet rreempt houden dat in de wederom reijse boven Mada- 
gasoaf geretoum^ wesende langhs de binnen cant ofte oostsijde 
weder afEsaokte tot de baij van Augustijn daer ooek slaven, waseh 
ende bonen, oadjangh maar sonderlingfi geen rijs te becomon is 
om hun daervan *t manqueerende dan noeh eoo veel mogelij ck 
vorder te suppleren ende van daer herwaerts te keeren Bonder U 
te abnaeren om de binnen oust vorder aff te sack en vermits de 

^Portegesen daer te na coman ©nde voor deselvo niet suffiehant 
genoegh wesen soud' om op de welok© toe te leggen wij nooh 
wachten moeten tot het g'eijschte ij acht van meerder deffentie 
uijt *t VaJerlant becomen, daeromme weost overal op hoede soo 
wel voor d' eene als d' ander, ende ineonderheijdt toeaiende dat 
d' inwoonders van U ende U volcq wol bejegent ende geen oor- 
saeeken van misnoegen gegeven wort, ten ei j ode dor (Jomp" oogh- 
merok van dat eijlant bij tijt ende wijle des to beter getroffen 
magh worden ende om ons bij dezelve te aengenamer ie maeeken 
magh aen den Coningh van Antongïl ende grootten op andere 
plaetaen somtij ts wel een i ge soete veroetinge gedaen worden, om 
naer te meer tot d* E. Comp- genegen ende verbonden te maeeken 
ten dien eijnde op U eerste aencomen voor d' selve een propre 
sehenekinge preparerende ora tot oen eerste begroetinge te ver- 
eeren alaoo zul ex na Sr* Verburgh'a affirmatie doch wel weder met 
verversinge gerocompenaeett wort. 

Omme allen 't welcke dan in behoorlijeke wij se uijt te voeren 
ala mede 't aendoen van landen, havens, etc : IJl : doorgaens advi jo 
van Bade sidt gebruijoken, weloken raedt bestaeu ende gepleeght 
Bol worden bij dese naervolgende pereoonen, als te weten ; 

Fredkick Verburoh, onder coopmangednerigh preijsis. 

OoRNKLis Jaksz; van Holsteijn, schipper. 

OoRNKLis VAN Heuninghen, adsïstent ende houder van 

de scheepsbouoken* 
Olaes Wofkes van Stavoren, onder stuijnuan ende 
als de noot vereijeoht oock den hoogh bootsman. 
Met advijs van alle welcke persoonen gelijck voorseijt alles sal 
bestiert worden wat eenighsints van belangh sij principael ^t 
stellen ende veranderen van coursen, aendoen van landen, ha vena 
&c* ende wes meer de wiclitigheijt der saeoken na tijt ende stonden 
ten dienst© van de Corap'^ sal bevonden worden te vereijsschen. 

N 2 
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16^5. jj^^ loYoice oontainB the pntkalars of jour osigo. You are to 

loth Avg. P^7 puticular attention to what ia taken veadfly, and bear it in 
mind* 

You are likewiae to haye made perfect diarts and drawings of 
all plaoea passed or Tinted, showing the anchorage^ bottom, &o., 
and not to neglect this. 

As we are told that the King of AntongQ is sometimes very 
arbitrary in his pennission to allow the rice tra£Sc to pooeed, you 
are to enoonrage him with agreeable preeents, and with kindness 
draw him into friendly intercourse. 



As Yerbmgh reports that in some places gold may be obtained, 
yon are to inquire into the matter carefully, also after ginger 
which is to be obtained there in large quantities. It could be dried 
and brought over in large quantities — alK> white and yellow sandal 
wood, wmehever sort may be best — ^red and white coral found on 
the shores of a certain island in the bay of AntongU, indigo, 
amber, &c., whatever may be profitable to the Company. 



You must also bring some cane for hoops for the casks and other 
purposes, also some large thick bamboo and young ditto in tubs to 
see whether they will grow here, also some turmeric, green and 
dry. 



Some vines must be brought from Mauritius also growing in 
tubs — likewise some goats to breed here. 

As Yerburgh is well aware of our intentions and last year per- 
sonally visited Madagascar, we shall leave the rest to him, trusting 
that he will show the same zeal as before in the interest of the 
Company. All therefore are to obey him as if we ourselves were 
present. 



When you leave St. Augustine Bay for this you should visit 
the coast about Rio des Reys to see whether you may find cut 
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Waerintie u moede gevende c^rga bestaet uunt uijt de Deffens 
Fifoeode factura vernemen en de moeten UI : wel lotten wat 
Icortennge over al 't beste «ndo meesto getrocken aij. Mitsgaders 
daor vau uuok houden goode memorie eiide notitie, &o", 

lusonderheijt ooek latende maeckeu goede perfeete oaertjea 
endo teickeninge van alle aendoende ende verbij Boij lende plaeteen 
Ui et aeuwijëinge van de anckor plaet&en ende grond en ^ etc : sender 
da^^rinne eeui^hsints nalatigli te wesen : — 

Eade de wijle wij vor»taeo dat den Coüiögh van Antongil 

eumtijte (sijn wil mot wurdonde gedaeu) doo rijs hiindel, etc: doet 

uph<*udeji ende oock wel weder goeden voortgangh can laten 

, nemen sal denselven mot soote voreeringbtjies moeten g'animeert 

lentle door afïablen ommegangh H onswaerts meer ende meer 

' gtjoegen gemaeokt worden. 

Wijders gemerokt voorn : Sr* Verburgh na dessellla rapport van 
opinie is dat op ëommige plaetsea ooek gout zoude vallen zoo 
dient in^onderheijt wat naeu ondersoeck daer na gedaen, item 
üook na gember die der mede veel valt, ende soude eunneti 
godrooght ende zoo overgevoert worden, mitsgaders geel ende wit 
eandehont weleke soorte H beiste is, root ende wit eorael omtrent 
de strant van seecker eijlant in de baij van Antongil te vinden, 
indigo, amber j etc : ende wee meer voor d' E, Comp*' eenigh voor- 
deel uijt mociite te hopen wesen. 

Soo dient oook geleth om van daer wat rottangh mede te brengen 
tot lioupen voor 't vaetwerok, ende ander saeoken hier ten hooghstea 
nodigh, inagelijcï mede eenige groote dioke bamboesen ende jonge 
do* in baüjs al wassende om te proberen off die hier mede zonden 
willen groeljen oook wat borborrij ofte ourcunna, groen ende 
gedroognt, 

Yan Mauritius dient mede een wijngaert off 2 in balijs wassen- 
de overgebracht, item eenige boeken ende geijtjes om hier te laten 
aenteelcu* 

Bnde alsoo Mons'. Verburgh door de dagelij oke commnnioatien 
7.\yo in als bui j ten rade gehouden onae intentie ten dienste van d* 
E. Comp" genoeghsaem bekent iBj mitsgaders van de Madagaëcarsd 
saecken A"^ paas^ reden ervaringe becomen heeft, zoo zuUen wij 
de reste op desselfls naerstigheijt met ad vijs als vo^n laten aen- 
oomen^ op ?ertrouwen denselven niet minder vlijt ali voor desen 
ten dienste van d' E, Comp' tot 't een ende 't ander zal eontribue* 
ren, derhalven ij der een, officieren, matrosen ende soldaten hemi 
zullen hebben te gehoorsamen, als o£E wij zelffs in persoon present 
waren dewijle wij sulex ten meesten dienste van d' E: Comp' alsoo 
verstaen te behooren. 

Wanneer Dl. van de baij Augustijn soheijt om herwaerts aen 
te oomen zoo soude ons oook niet vrempt dencken dat Ui : ten 
oeiFsten saaght dese üuste omtrent Rio des Beijs aen te doen, omme 
t« vermetaen off u weer ende wint 2uIok soude mogen oomen te 
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1665 more about those ports and Os medaos d'Oiiro which last year you 

lOth Aug. coidd not visit because of the heavy winds. It would be good if 

you could, if possible, visit these places on your return. You must 

touch the coast and if you do so higher or lower does not much 

matter as regards the voyage itself. 

In the Fort, 10th August, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbbeck. 



No. 122. 

To the junior merchant iJAximilian de Jonge, Commander of the 
Fortress called Frederik Hendrik, sent per the Tnlp. 



Last year when the Tu/j) was sent to explore the East Uoaat, 
we also ordered it to visit Madagascar, and Sr. Yerbur^h obtained 
a good supply of rice and padi in the Bay of Antongil| with the 
promise to the King that he would return, &c. 



For carrying on the trade, &c., we expect within 5 or 6 months 
from Holland a well armed yacht, and have oonseouently resolved 
to send the Ttdp as a forerunner with an acceptable present for 
the King and for the purpose of keeping the trade alive and 
leaving no doubt about our returning. 



Having also gathered from Yerburgh's report that a French 
ship anchored at St. Maria had with its boats visited Some rivtrs 
of Madagascar named Monamboelo and in 8 or 10 weeks obtained 
above 30 lasts of rice, besides the quantity unexpectedly obtained 
by Yerburgh in Antongil and St. Maria, we have decided as 
no delay in the voyage would be caused, to let the gaUot 
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dienen dat Doch ompassant in haere wederom rei j se oeaige out- 
deekiage koet© becïomen insonderheijt van Rio des Rei ja ende ih 
Medaod d*Ouro daer IJl : A*^ paes" otn de harde wint niet coste 
aencoraen ende nu moohte aen treffen, des dit hebben goetgedacht 
UI: in memorije te brengen omm© sigh na tijt end© weere gele- 
gen theijt oa te mogen reguleren altoos zal hot zeer goet wesen dut 
jEulox in maniere als voors : empass* in de wederom reijso besooht 
wort, alsoo doch dese exist hier b* oosten moet aen doen om hier t« 
oomen, ende off snlcx dan wat hooger off lager geeehiet zal 
apparent weijmgh beleth in de weerom rei j se maken, 

In 't fort de Qoede Hoope desen lü " Augufito 1655, 






Was geteijckent, Jak ^ an Riehkbck, 



No. 122, 



©n den ondere topman Maximiliaen de Jonge, 

Opperhooft ?an Comp" fortresse genaempt Fredrick Ilendricki 
pr. 't gal jot do Tulp gesz : 



Eersame» voorBienige, seer diBcrete, Sr. 



f Alzoo wij verleden jare met dit zelve gal jot de Tulp tot ont* 

I deckiDge van de custen desen hoeck om em passant ooek laten aen- 
I doen^ hebben ^t groot eijlant Madagasoar onder administratie ?an 
den ondercoopman Fredrick Verburgli ende door denselven in de 
baije van An ton gil ende 't eijlant 8t. Maria redelijoke partij© rijs 
ende pad ij beeomen midtegaders beloften aen den Ooningh gedaen 
ifl van wederom te comen, &c^ 

Item oook dat wij binnen 5 a 6 maenden tot vervolgh van dien 
handel ende andere saeoken meer nijt Vaderlant van onse 1 loeren 
principalen verwachten een r edel! jok deffenoijif jacht, soo iat dat 
wij na overkgh van saeeken hebben goetge vonden weder vooraf te 
senden dit galjot de Tulp principal: om den Coningh ©te: met 
een aoet© vereeringhe te begro*^ten ende dien begonnen handel 
levendigh te houden om denselven Coningh in geen al te lange 
twijfielinge van onse wedrrom oompste te laten. 

End© alsoo wij uijt de rapporten van voonn : Sr. Verburgh 
ervareu hebben ende g'informeert zijn dan seeoker Frans sohip 
onder St. Maria leggende met sijn barke langhe is geweest In 
eenighe revieren van Madagasoar genaempt Monamboelo ende 
aldaer binnen 8 a 10 weeokco wel over de 30 laat en rijs hadden 
gehandolt boven d© partij e die voors : Verburgh in Antongil ende 
Bt- Maria soo onverdacht oock noch hadde beeomen foo heeft ons 
goet gedacht dewijle Manritiua aen te doen in de rei j se op Mada* 
gaecar doch geen ongelegentheijt of te verlet can gecauseert worden , 
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1666. touch at Mauritius auJ request jou to furnish it with the 
fothAug vessel which as we have been told by the officers of 
the Roo(ie Vos you intended to use for oommunioating 
with Madagascar as you have no work for it at present 
and India has decided to send you no yacht for the purpose. Should 
it now be sent in company with the Tulp it might be oonyeniently 
used at Madagascar for further exploration of all the rivers and 
small baye, &o. In ease it be not ready, we would be glad if you 
could furnish us with another craft, as you have no need for 
them, being only 30 in number, whilst the vessel would be of very 
great service to the Masters. We have therefore expressly 
ordered the yacht to touch at Mauritius that you may comply vrith 
our request, and should the vessel be still in building that you may 
get it ready by the time when we expect the yacht from Patria 
which we intend to send after this in accordance with the Masters' 
instructions, that the trade may be thoroughly done, &c. 



You are also requested to oommunica^e to Yerburgh the con- 
tents of the Journals letters and papers of the Hon. van der Stel 
regarding the traffic with Madagascar and the replies of the India 
Council on the subject. 

Do not detain the galiot unleas a few days are required for 
preparing the vessel asked for. Yerburgh, &o., have been ordered, 
should th^y not get a oraft from you, at onoe to leave for Mada- 
gascar. They are to be baok here in time for work neoessary to 
be done. 



You are not to take any one from the vessel against the will of 
the officers, as most of the crew are men who by good conduct and 
services rendered at these troublesome Gape works have been 
allowed to make this voyage. We have also ruled that this boat 
shall not be manned by less than 25 in order to be able to do 
its duty, &o., &o. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebbeck. 

In the Fort, 10th August, 1655. 
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voornaemde galjott'ordonuereD van hier regel recht zij De rei j se 
eerst te nemen aen Mauritias ende lil : over te leveren deae onse 
missive dienende omme UI : te versoucken dat roorm : Sr, Ver- 
burgh ende d' opporhooffden van tl*^ galjot geUeff t* accommoderen 
met 't vaertuijgh 'tweleke wij verstaen hebben mjt d' opper hooff- 
den van de KooJe Vos dat UE. tot de traflijo<|ne op Madagaeoar 
voornemens waert te doen maken dewijl© 't zelve u jegenwoordi^h 
döoh niet can te pae oom en vermits uijt India daertoe geen jaoot 
goot gevonden wort V emploijeren ende 't aelve jegenwoordigh in 
comp' van de Tulp oversteeokende daer fraij dienen aoude cunnen 
tot besoeckinge ende nader ontdeokinge van alle rie vieren ende 
kleijne baijokens, &o"', ofte soo d ' vaertuijgh niet moehte vaordigh 
wesen dat UI: dan gelieSden ^t bequaemste van sijn ander vaertuijgh 
te largezen alsoo wel doch gisBinge maken UI : dezelve al te malen 
niet te stade comeD^ omdat jegenwoordigh daermaer 30 Comp" die- 
naren g'ordineert zijn te resideren ende soodanige vaartuijgh de 
B. Comp' ten eijnde voormelt aen Madagascar zeer dienstigh 
wesen zonde waeromme wij oook dit galjot expres Mam'itiuB 
laten aendoen met versoeek dat UI: tot 't geseijde geliefft te ver- 
Btaen ende soo 't ander vaertuigh op stapel is sal goet weeën 
't selve gelief! te laten voltoijen tegen de oompste van 't gem'' jacht 
uijt 't Patrija dat wij alsdan na d' ordre van onse Urn, Meesters 
menen na te sendeo om den voors: handel ter degen te vervolgen 
ende wijders te doen H gene haer Bd: op die ende meer andere 
sak en sullen gelieven te ordonneren* 

Soo gelieven Uh ook voors; Sr. Verturgh te communiceren de 
drighre gistere, brieven ende pampieren van d' E, Van der Stel wegen 
de traffijcque van Madagascar. Item oook die d' Ed. Hrn, Gene- 
rael ende Kaden van India daerop BuooeBsive hebben in antwoordo 
ges: om hem tot noch meerder oarightinge to mogon dienen. 

Wijders geliefft Uh ooek gereoommaadeert te blijven dit galjot 
niet op te houden ten ware aen 't prepareren van *t geseijde vaer- 
tuijgh eenige weijnige dagen vertouvena vereijsohte maer anders 
hebben wij Sr, Verburgh ende d' opperhooffden g'órdonn' bij non 
obtenno datelij eken van costij te vertrecken ende hun gedesti- 
neerde voijagie op Madagascar te spoedigen eto: derhalven UI: 
deselven op haer versoeck gelief t te largeren alsoo 't hier tijdelijok 
dient wederom te wesen tot eenige andere saecksn daer wij 't toe 
van noden hebbeu, d' adviso. 

800 gelieven UI: oook niemant tegen wil van voorn ; opperhoof- 
den daer ttil to lighten alsoo 't meest lui j don ei ju die door haer 
goede co mpor temen ten oude gedane devoiren aen de lastighe Caepfiu^ 
werckön toegostaon sijn dit toobjun been; ende weer te doen oüdo 
bij ons verstaen wort d ' sohe&pken niet minder als met 25 coppen 
dient gemant te sijn tot uijt voer van deazetff^ bevolen saecken. 
~ memorie. 



IGöi)* 



Hicti Au^. 
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1666. 
10th Aug. 



List of papers entrusted to Yerburgh about to leave in the 
Tulp for Madagascar. 



1. Instructions for himself and oflBioers of the galiot dd. lUth 
August, 1655. 

2. Invoioe of cargo. 

3. Copy of letter of Com. van Biebeeck to the Commander of 
Mauritius, dated as above. 

4. List of provisions for Mauritius sent by the India Board 
per Kabeljamc. 

5. Original sealed letter of Biebeeok for Mauritius, contents as 
above. 



No. 123. 
Batavia. 

To the India Council. 



2nd Sept. Though wo wrote you ^t Acondsiar and Leeuwin ^ on the 26th 
uid 31 st July, and informed you of everything, we do not like this 
vessel to leave without a line. From the annexed oopy of letter 
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Ende alsoo 8' Verburgh IJl : van alles wel zal vorders ounnen ^^• 
beright doen aLs hebbende kennisse yan saecken, boo suUen wi} |«g^ Aag. 
desen beeluijten^ Ende 

Hiermeede, 

Eereame, voorsienige, seer discrete 8', UI : met sijn bij hebbent 
geselschap na onse gebiedenisse ende hertelijke groete Gode 
m genaden bevolen laten. 

Onderstont, 

UI : goede vrient, was geteickent, 

Jan yan Rikbbeck. 
In't Fort de Qoede Iloope, 
desen 10*" Augustij 1665. 

Register yan de pampieren gestelt in handen van den Onderooop- 
man Fredrick Verburgh, staende te vertreok van hier pr. 't 
galjot de Tulp na 't eijlant Madagascar tot vervolgh van den 
begonnen handel aldaer, etc. 

No. 1. Instructie voor denselven ende verdere opperhooffden des 

gem: galjots, gedateerd lO""" Augusto 1655. 
y, 2. Factura van 't cargasoen in d"* galjot. 
ff 3. OojAe missive door den Commandeur Biebeeok ges : aen 't 

Opperhooft van't eijlant Mauritius, gedateert als boven. 
,y 4. Memorie van de provision door d' Hm: Generaol ende 

Baden van India pr. de Cabeljou voor d*" Mauritius 



Originele gesloten missive door voors : Commandeur aen 
gem: Opperhooft van Mauritius ges: gedateert ende 
van inhoude.als de bovengenoemde oopie. 



No. 123. 
Batavia. 

Aen d' E. Hm. Qouvemeur-Qenerael ende Baden van India 
per 't schip N : Botterdam geschreven. 

Ed : emtfeste, manhafte, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer discrete 
Heeren. 

Mijn Heeren, 

Alhoewel wij met de jachten Avontstar van Hoom ende Leeuwin 2«b Sept. 
vaa Delft (26 ende ui"" Julij respective van hier na Batavia 
vertrocken) ÜEd : van alles hebben ges : zulcx ons jegenwoordigh 
geen stoffe zonderlin^h meer overigh sij soo hebben wij echter om 
geen schijn van indihgentie te thoonen dit schip evenwel sender 
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^^.' I from tho masters you will gather that oii the 2ud February they had 
2ud Sept. ^^^ 0^^^ ^J^ö galiot Appelboom which has not yet arrived. We fear 
that it has met with disaster. We likewise expect another galiot, 
the Xac/iiylas, dcbtined for the whale fishery and exploraUon of 
the eastern coast, as the inclosed information from home will tell 
you. You will also be able to rather our mu&ters' opinion 
regarding the seal fishery and agriculture. When the dry seuiion 
sets in we hope to conmienee again in order to have a good supjply 
for the return fleet, which will find a large supply of vegetables 
and fresh meat here. 



We have again sent the Tiilp to Madagascar on the 14th August 
under the junior merchant, F. Yerburgh, with orders to toudb at 
Mauritius and ask the commander there for a craft expressly built 
there for visiting the small harbours and bays of Madn^^aaoar. 
The result we sh^ communicate to you. 



(Signed) J. v. Biebekck. 



In the Fort, 

2nd September, 1655. 
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aa^er sohrijyen niet willen laten vertreoken dienende prinoipal : ^^''' 
tot advijs dat wij uijt missive onser Hm. Meesters (waervan de s^n Sept. 
oopijt» hier bij gaet) onder anderen vernemen haer Ed : den 2^ 
Febroarij herwaerts aen hadden afFgesonden een galjot genaempt 
den Appelboom, 'twelok tot ^ooh hier niet versohenen sijnde, wij 
Treeën qnal : sal gevaren wesen, ende staet ons nooh toe te oomen 
een ander galjot genaempt 't Nachtglas gedestineert soo nijt haer 
Ed : vorige als de genr^ missive vernemen) tot de walvisvanghst 
ende ondeekinge eenigor plaetsen hier b* oosten de Caep etc : 
gelijck nijt de oopie t' uwer £d : speculatie sal ounnen worden 
vernomen ende wes meer deselve haer Ed : over de robben vellen 
ende lantbou sijn ordonerende daer wij voornemens sijn met 
goeden ijver tegen de haest aencomende tijt met 't drooge weder 
waoker aen te vallen, omme goede partije op voorraet te mogen 
hebben tegen de compete van de retour vlote die wij derhalven 
hopen altemaleu sullen aenoomen om deselve weder te mogen in- 
nemen, 't sal aen overvloedige ververssinge insonderheijt van 
thuijnvrachten met Gt)des hulpe voor haerl : niet manqueeren. 

Tot naeder preuve ende ondeekinge van den handel op Mada- 
gascar, etc : heoben wij 't galjot de Tulp op den 14"" Augustij 
verleden onder administratie van den onder-coopman Fredrick 
Yerbnrgh weder derwaerts geeonden neffens ordre om in de gixi$> 
reijse Mauritius empassant aen te doen ende aldaer van 't opper- 
hooft te versoecken seecker vaertuigh bij denselven expres op stapel 
geset om de cleijne havens en : baijckens aen voors : eijlant 
Madagascar te bevaren ende uijt ende in te mogen lopen 't succes 
hopen wij TJEd : na volbraohter reijse te adviseren. 

Ilierraeede, 

Ed : emtfeste, manhafte, welwijse, voorsienige, seer bescheiidene 
Hm : 

Mijn Heeren, 

Willen wij TJEd : na onse oitmoedige gobied^nisse on : gantsch 
dienstighe grcete Gode in genaden bevolen en : in derseher 
Yermogender gunste altijt voor gerecommandeert laten. 

Onderstont. 

UEd : gantsoh oitmoedigen en onderdanigen dienaer, 

Was geteickent. 

Jan van KlRBErfOK; 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, 

desen 2'" September, A° 1655. 
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1M5. Lut of papers êmt per N. Boiterdmm to BataTia, dated 2nd 



2iid^8efU 



No. I. Origiiial letter to tlie CounoiL 

No. 2. Copy of ditto from the 17 to Kiebeeok, dated 16iliApril, 
1655. 

No. 3. Ships' aooountB. 



No. 124. 

lortmetions for Corporal Willem Maller^ prooeediog as the 
chief of a party of 9 soldiers with the interpreted Herry and some 
merchandise inland, to open up trade, &c. 

7th Sept. As by yesterday's resolution it was decided that you and 9 
healthy yolnnteers were with Herry to take a journey inland, to 
open up trade communication with certain natives who have not 
yet been here, and with whom, according to Herry, much oan be 
done as regards cattle, ivory, feathers, &c., and as everything is 
now ready, and Herry likewise, you are to proceed in the Name of 
the Lord, and take care to keep a good watch and also make oaiefol 
notes of everything occurring on the way, in order on yonr retnm 
to be able to give a good account. 



In trading you shall make your prices as Herry advises, and 
observe what he pays for one thing and another, and for what 
You receive 

45 plates red copper, weighing 20 lbs. 

67 £' I JkJ t -*^-^ "^"^^ 220 lb.. 

42 lbs. thick ) 

42 lbs. middling > yellow copper wire, together 164 lbs. 

80 lbs. thin ) 

24 yellow copper chamdets. 
1 roll tobacco, weighing 44 lbs. 

. . pieces iron, weighing .... 

\\ gross tobacco pipes. 

Some red beads and some cowries. 
Ton are also to find out whether besides cattle, hides of oxen and 
Other animab, ivory, ostrich feathers, musk, gold, or something; 
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_Begiêter van d© jpampieren gedirigeert p^ 't sohip N : Rotterdam 
aen d : E : Etrn : Gou?eriieur-9eüerael en : Raden van India 
dato 2 Septemb : 1655. 



No, L Origmele miaaive aen deselv© haer Ed : da*;o als boren. 

Gopie do. van de Hm, ^eventhiene ges : aeo den Com- 

mandeur van H Forfc de Qoede Hoope, dato 16 April, 1655, 
Soheeps leecq. 



No. 121 



r Initrudie voor den Corporael WÜletn Muller gaende aU hooft 
over een ttoup van 9 soldaten in Comp'^ van den toloq Herrij 
neffens eenige coopmans : te landewaert in tot ondereoeck van 
handel, eto. 

Dewijle hij den Raed goetgevondoo is ah per resolutie gister 
n bijwosen gister daer over speoial ; genomen dat UI : met een 
troep van lieff hebbers ofte frisse BolJaten onder zijn gezagh 
neSeoa den tolcq H err ij in camp'' soudet een to et jen doen 't 
landewaert in, met de onderges : coopmans : tot ondersoek van 
handel omtrent eenige inwoondors die noch noijt hier verschenen 
sijn en de H err ij ons affirm pert wel wat medo te doen aal weeën 
bijaonderl i in bestiael, ende oock wel eenige oliphantfl tanden, 
stmijs veren, ofte andersints, ende dat alles tot dien tocht jegen- 
woordigh gereet ende Herri j mede vaerdtgh is soo zullen UI : hun 
met denselven dan in den name Oodes op wegh begeven ende wel 
toeaien dat overal goede waeht ende 't wakende ooge hout neffens 
aenteiekeninge wat u overal voorvalt om ons op sijn retour 
behoorlijck 't rapport te ouunen doen. 

Suilende oock van 'tgeene datter gehandelt wort, in *t maken 
der prijs Herri j's onderrichtitge volgens ende maer letten ho© 
veel ende wat hij voor 't een ende ^t ander geeft wa ertoe u mede 
gegeven wort : 
45 rode platen ooper wegende . * * . 20 lb,"\ 



geele 
platen 



I 

> 4041b. c3op^ 



67 dioke 

t>7 dunne \ platen ( samen wejtende , . 220 Ib, 
42 Ib. diok 

42 Ih. middelbaer > geel coperdraet, ia samen 164 Ib. j 
80 Ib. dun ) J 

24 geele oopere kettioghskens* 
1 rol tabacq wegende 44 Ib. 
staven ijser wegende 
li gros tabaoq pijpen. 
Wat roode ooraeltjes ende weijnigh boiigijls ofte cauriea. 
Blijvende UI: wijders gerecammandeert insonderheijt te letten 
of onder de opvindende inwoonders beneffens 't bestiael oock geeü 



U50, 
2t& Btpt. 



TenSept, 
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1655. else servioeable to the Company can be had, and you are to bring 
7th sopt. ^® ^TiiQ samples, however valueless they may appear in your eyes, 
that we may know whether minerals or precious stoneB may not 
be found. 



You arc also to do your best by kind persuasion to induce some 
of the ohief men to visit us and make our acquaintance. 



That the soldiers may be under proper disoiplinei they are 
ordered to aoknowledgo W. Muller as their chief as if we were 
present in our own person. We trust that because of his long 
experience in India he will conduct himself as the faithful chief of 
tlu- men and further the interests of the Company. We wish you 
prosperity and blessing on your travels, hoping that Qod will lead 
you back safe and sound. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebbkck. 

In the Fort, 

7th September, lOSiJ. 



Ji>th Oct. 



No. 125. 



Instructions for the assistant, J. Woutersen, proceeding with the 
Rohhejavht and Penguin to Saldanha Bay and the islands for the 
puri)0se of seal fishing. 

You have been provided with the necessary tools and with soih 
plies for six weeks for 23 men. Also with meat and pork for folly 
three months. 



You are to manage carefully and keep the men at work thit a 
large number of skins may be secured. 

23 men go with you, viz. : — 

3 men, among them the chief mate, Tymon Egberts, to take 
care of the Rohbrjacht» 

20 ditto, among them J. Woutersen, as superintendent of the 
seal fishery on the islands. 
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oTervloet van eenigs koebeeafen Bade ander fliptoTi, hiüjden, 
olipbanta tanden, BtniijBYeereu^ musous, gout ofte iejts anders 
d' E. Comp' ilienatigh oimt vernemen ons daarvan brengende 
eemge monsters hoe geringh het ooek in u ooge moohte 
schijnen ende onderaoftokt ooek off ergens niet een minerael off 
gesteenten t© vinden eijt. 

Son moeten UI: ooek sien off ghij met alle minne en: vrunde» 
lijekh^ onut te wege brengen datter een i ge van de grooteten ofte 
oversten der Inwoonderen met u hier eomen om wat nader kennisse 
ende alliantie met deselve te mogen maeoken* 

En de opdat de gemelte 9 soldaten te meer e ode beter onder 
béhoorh daasipline ende or dr e souden mogen blijven zoo worden 
deeelve bij desen wel espresaelijok gelast den voors: Corporael 
Wülem Muller ged ui j rende deae tocht voor haer opperhooft Ie 
geboorsamen, aUoff wij nelffa in persoon present waren op ver- 
trouwen denselven na zijn lange Indische ervarentheijt sigh in 
deeen alles ml dragen soo als een eerl: hooft over soodanigen trop 
Boldaten toestaat ©nde behoort, mitsgaders bevonden sal worden 
ten meestüu dienste van d* E. Comp' te vereijssen waermeJe ül: 
dan gesamentlijek geluck ende ^egen op de rei j se zijn toe wen- 
iohende met hoope dtat u Godt de Heere salvo ende met geaontbeijt 
haeat aal laten wederom oomen 

In 't fort do Goede Uoope, desen 7*^" Septemb : 1655. 

Was geteijckent. Jan \ an Rïriiekck, 



1055. 



Ten 8*ïp^ 




No. 125. 



[nstructie voor den adsi stent Jan Wouters : gaende van hier 
met de ohaloup de Robbejaoht ende Feguijn na de haij van 
Saldanha om op d* ei j landen in ende omtrent deselvebaij de robbt* 
vanghst weder bij der hant te nemen. 

Tot uijtvoeringe van *t welcke UI ; veraieu met de beh oorlij eke 
giersetsohap daer toe vereijasohende mitsgaders geprovideert voor 
6 weecken ten behoeve van 23 eeters behalven vleijs ende speok 
wel stijff voor *i ma ende o als bij de Memorie UI : daer van ter 
hant gestelt weder zalt cunnen sien gereeomniandeert blijvende 
alles nae behooren te minageeren mitsgaders Je lui j den aen haer 
devoir te houden ton ei j nde desen jare weder goede partij e vellen 
mogen werden opgesamelt waartoe wij dan g'ordonneert hebben 
met u 't gaen vooreerst 23 man naraentl : 

3 Man daer onder den opperstuijrman Tijmon Eghertz : tot 
hewaringe van de sloep Robbejaeht, 

20 daer onder den adfliatent Jan Woutarsz : als opperhooft 
over de robbe vangers op d' Eij landen. 

O 



'JOiMl (ÏH 
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1656. >]})i^ fishery ia to be oommenoed on the islands in the bay, and 

20th Oct. liassen Island is not to be interfered with that the seals may in 
the meanwhile multiply there, that afterwards tho whole lot may 
be quickly caught with a larger number of men. The skins are 
to be properly oured that they may not be exposed to rot ; the 
mastei*s having alrea<ly oomplained of this and ordered that the 
legs are to remain attached to the skins. The fish is to be taken 
out carefully. Gutting off the legs makes large holes in 
the skins, and you are to see how this order oan be 
carried out, and report to U8 as soon as possible, 
in order to communicate the result to the masters. Ton are also 
to collect as many young seal skins as possible, and take care that 
the animals are properly skinned that the skins may be well 
preserved. The skins of the unborn seem to be the finest and 
best, but you are to make proper investigation and take care that 
a good supply will be ready for the return fleet for the benefit of 
the Company and in your own interest. 



Although the India Council do not wish to have any more oil, 
you are to burn a little for use here. 

The liohhejacht is to wait for a cargo of skins, and the decked 
boat is to remain with you (the Penguin). Further orders will be 
given after hearing from you. 



From om* daily conversations you have gathered our intentions, 
and yom* own experience will tell you further what is to be done ; 
we therefore depend upon your diligence and refer you ti> last 
year's instructions. 

In the Fort, 20th October, 1G55. 

(Signed) J. \ks ïU^bbeck, 



195 



Weloke vanghst dan veritaeu is eerst waer te oemen op d* 
eijlandea in de gem : baij omme daar alles YOoraff te vaitgeQ ende 
op ^t Dnaaen Eijlant soo iango mf'i vreden te latau ten eijnde de 
robben daer tiisschen bei j de wat nieor moiflien vermr^nighvuldigen 
om daer naer met meerder voloq in aller ijl deselve al to samen op 
tö vangen wordende Til : bij desen op 't hnogliste mede bevolen 
de vellen na behooren te laten villen ende dat *t vet fraij eude 
snij ver daer aff geschaeft worde ten eijnde deselve doch geen 
verrrottingen en mogen onderworpen wesen daer ouse Hm» M'* 
per baare jonghste missiven aen ons al eenighsinti over hebben 
geelaeght mitsgaders oook g' ordonneert dat men de pooien van de 
robben aen de vellen laten ende de vis daer fraij uijtnomenaouden 
om dat *t affsnijden van dien te groote gaeten maeokt 't welok 
UI; dan sullen ondernemen ende proberen hoe dat gaen wil 
mitsgaders on8 daervan sendende ten eersten advijs omme op- 
gem: onse Hm. M" beboorl : van antwoorde te mogen dienen. 

Soo sullen UI : oook sien zoo veel moffe vellekens op te gaderen 
ftls mogel : zij ende letten dat die onder in den bui jok properl : aan 
den hals ende bij de staert daer men de handen in moet steoeken 
wer^len opgesneden ende de via sohoon uijtgehaelt om gelijck 
d* andere vellen oock te min verrottmge on<ler worpen te zijn soo 
(lunckt onB nock de beste ende sohoouste van haer wel te wesen die 
noch niet geworpen sijn inaer uijt de moer gesneden worden van 
allen 't weleke t^l : naeuwe opmerekinge suit hebbon te nemen 
ins*>nderhtnjt te ben ae rati gen dattor weder een goede partije tegen 
de eompite van de retour vlote mognn gereet wesen waer aen 
d' E : Comp' dienst geschifMie ende voor UI : eere te feelmlen ia. 

Ende alhoewel d' Ed : Hm : (renerael ende Baden van India 
den robben traen hebben affges : zoo suit echter wat branden tot 
behoeff van Comp* omalagh alfaier. 

Wij vinden oook goet dat de grootste sloep Kobbejaeht daer in 
dö bai] bij U sal bliiven, tot een ladinge vellen voor denselven 
sidt in voorraet hebben met d* weloke UI : hem dan cunt her waer ts 
affsenden ende houden bij U aen d' eij landen d^ opgeboeijde 
boot ofte oleijne sloep Peguijn als wanneer wij dan na *t advijs 
dat ons daer neffens eompt sullen zien wat vorder sal dienen 
gedaan ende aan UI r g' ordonneert. 

Ende de wijle UI : door de dage lij oi e oommunioatie one^ 
intentie ten dienste van d' E. Comp' wel hebt verstaan mitsgaders 
door abeede becomen ervaren theijt gen oagh saam bewust sijt wat 
U verders te doen staet soo sullen dit voor genoegh laten wesen 
ende de reste laten aeneomen op U te doene naeretighoijt a\» 
vertrouwen : sigh niet min vlijtigh als voor desen ault dragen, ons 
wijders Tefereranda aen d^ instructie ende missiven UI : A" pass" 
toegevonght zoo veel in dezen niet verand(?rt wort. 

0^ 



lUS. 

20€D Ott, 
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'Jiith Ort 



No. 126. 

InBtructions for the chief mate Tymon Egberts, about to prooeod 
to Saldanha Bay with the RohhêjarM and Penguin, 

1065. A.8 your sloop is ready with everything for the seal fishery, you 

~ are tn proceed as soon as you can, that Wouters and his men may 
oommence on the islands at once ; the Bohhejacht is to wait for a 
cargo of skins, and you are to remain in oharge of her, with Elias 
Pietersz and I)irk Jansz of Ani8t«rriam. When you leave, you aro 
to tako 2 men from Woutersen, whom he can bost spare; but if 
the Nachtglas arrives sooner, which may happen, that she may bo 
cleaned, wo will take aire that you are provided with 3 experienced 
men, that as many may be left for tlie seal fishery as possible, a 
matter of great importance to the Company» You are also to 
assist to the best of your ability, &c. 

In the Fort, 20th October, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeb(-k. 
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Waermede dan affbreeokende willen UI : den dienst van d' E. *^'- 
üomp' op 't hooghate gereoommandeert laten met toewensingh van 20enOct. 
geluck ende voorspoet in IJ bevolen saken. 

In't Fort de Goede Hope, desen 20''" October 1656. 

Was geteijokent, Jan van' Bikbkkck. 



No. 126. 



lustruotie voor den Opperstuijrman Tijmon Egbertsz : tot de 
seijlaets om te varen met de Ohaloupen Ilobbejaoht ende 
Feguijn van hier na de baij van Saldanha. 

Alsoo alle gereetschap ende providen eto : tot de robben vanghst 
in de gemelte sloepe is ingesoneept, dierhalven 't selve genoegh* 
saem zeijlvaerdigh light, zoo zullen UI : sigh bevorderen metten 
eersten goeden wmt ouder seijl te gaen om daer op 't spoedighste 
te mogen geraeoken, ten eijnde den adsistent Jan Wontersz : met 
zijn g'ordonneerde voloq aldaer op d' eijlanden ten eersten magh 
oen de robbenvanghst vallen, sullende ulieden met 't Bobben- 
jachtjen daer soo lange in de baij blijven tot denselven een ladinge 
vellen voor u gereet heelt om hier te brengen ende ondertusschen 
de gemelte Chaloup bewaert blijven met u persoon (als opperhooft 
van 't selve) mitsgaders de persoon Elias Pieters : ende Dirok 
Jans : van Amster : maer wanneer UI : met de voors : vellen suit 
werden affgesonden sal u den assistent voors: van sijn voloq 
aooommodeten^met nooh 2 man van die hii uijt de robbenvanghst 
met *t minste verleth best missen magh Edooh soo ondertuss^en 
't galjot 't Naohtglas daer eerder quam (gelijok om nodigh schoon 
te maeoken wel gebeuren moohte) sullen wij als dan ordre stellen 
dat UI : van 't selve met 3 bevaren persoenen versien wort om te 
meer volcq aen de robbenvanghst te laten daer voor d' E. Comp* 't 
prinoipaelste aen gelegen is ende UI : oook gereoommandeert wort 
800 veel mogelijoK meede de hant aen te bieden, willende UI : 
wijders tot besluijt toewensohen geluck ende behouden reijse. 

Int Fort de Goede Hoope, desen 20" Ootob : 1655. 

Was geteijokent, Jan van Hibbbkck. 
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No. 127. 
Patria. 



To the Directors of tlie Chamber of 17 seut ])er English ship 
Löve via Eugland. 



166»^. With the Hon. Lairosse, Hon. Gcens, and the Prins we wrote 

•>9ti"o ^ ^^^ ^'^' ^^^ particularly also to the Amsterdam Chamber wc 
sent full particulars of matters here, and answered your letters, 
including those of 6th October, 1654. 

Since have arrived the Aramktar, &c., whilst the Hon. Kemj) 
and HerjjvrH cannot be far away — becalmed, no doubt; we are 
earef idly looking out for them. 



With the ships mentioned we received the following letters, 24th 
December, 1654, &c., from the Chamber of 1/ and from 
Amsterdam. Our respectful reply in as follows :»— 



The ApjfclOoom has not yet arrived and we fear that it has met 
with an accident. The Boterbloem has safely arrived in India via 
the Cape. Regarding matters here we must be brief, as the 
Englishman only intends to remain over a day. The whale 
fishery is kept in abeyance until we receive further orders from 
you, as India doos not require any oil. The seal fishery we have 
recommenced this month, and we hope to have a large supply of 
skins on hand when the return fleet arrives. 



w 



y 
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No, 127. 
Patria. 

Aen d' E. H"* Mijn Heörea Je Böwinthebberen vau de Güiierale 
NGderlantaeb© g'oütroijeerd© Oost Iiidi^iche Oomp' ter vergadu- 
ringe van de ITeii p''t Engels aohip deLi>ve oftö Lieffde over 

Engel au t ge8z« : 

Ed : emtfeste, groot aehtbare, welwi]stJ,voorBieiiige,fl0er beaoheij- 
den Heeren. 

L Mijn Ileereiip 

Bij oDse njissiven pr.de vloten onder d" E. LaiieBse, d* Hr. vau Wjit. 
Uu ens en de met *t jacht de Prina soo aen de vergaderiuge van 17 en .i^jt^tToui 
als de Camer Am&t : partiouHer g'addresseert hebben wij wegen 
ilea© Caepse saeeken omstaodigh ad vijs gegeven, mitsgaders b*ant- 
WQort UEd: beoomen brieven tot die van den 6en October 1654 
ÏDcluijs. 'T «edert Bijn hiei- uijt 't Vaderlant wedt^r wel g'arriveert 
de schepen, jaehten ende gal jots A vont star , op 18 ; Leeuwin 22 
Julij; l^tterdam 24 Auguistij ; Nachtglas 20 ende Arnhem 21 
October d: E: Kemp eudö Uerpers met de schepen Amersfoort en : 
Salmauder mede niet verre van kier wesende, deweloke vertrouwen 
door stilte (dees tijts jaers hieromtrent sub j eet) idet ounnen voort- 
oomeo maer worden van uijr tot uijr verwacht ende geduijrigh na 
uijtgesien. 

Met welcke voorhaelde scheepen wij sia-oeesive wel hebben 
becomen ü£d: aengename missiven van den 24en December 1654 i 
IHeii Januarij ende 16 April deses lopende jaers 1655 : soo lujt di^ 
vergaderinge van de 17eii als ooek van de Camer Amsterd : 
particulier, op deweloke met alle eerbiedigheijt dese antwoorde 
vervolgens oortelijck zijn doende. 

Eerst eliji'k dat *t gul jot de Appelboom tot heden nooh niet is 
verschenen, der halven in vreeze zijn van ongeluokf meer de Botter* 
blom is Gode loff A pass over deae plaetse al in India behouden 
aengeoomen, ende wat hierin 't een ende 't ander bij ons isgedaen 
sal hier oorteli jok werden aen geroer t alsoo den Engelsman maer 
een dagh hier meent te blijven leggen. 

Aengaeiide de walvis van^hst honden wij noch in suichanoe 
tot Utd : nader ordre vermits als in onse vorige öchrijvene d* 
11' Gcnerael ende liaien van India geen traen gelieven to hebheUi 
maer de robbevanghst hebben wij dese maent weder bij de hant 
genomen, hopende goede partij e tegen do compste van de retour 
vlot© op Vüorraet te h ebben , end o UEd : pr. deselvc toe te 
fftuijren. 
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\r>ón. ^^Q hiiYQ also received in good order the 4 Biscay an sloops, 

K,t], Oct. which we have placed in sheds until we hear from you regarding 
the whale fishery. 

Tour order that the return fleet was to run into the Vlie came 
too late. The copy came by the Nachtgim, and the Appelboom, 
which carried the original, has not yet arrived. This also leaves 
us without the navigation charts sent to us, and also the 4 sealed 
letters for India, which you ordered us to send on. 



We would like you to send us some Norway deals with the 
outward bound ships. We have fine timber here in the forest, but 
the labour is heavy and the time required very long, delaying 
our progress. If we could get deals we might do more in agri- 
(Milture, which as stated in previous letters would be of great 
service. 



In your postscript sent per Appelboom, and dated 18th January, 
copy of which we received per Nachtglaa, we were informed of the 
expedition of the 4 gallions, 2 caracks, and 2 patachós, all manned 
with 3,000 men, under the Viceroy Pnmcisco Ba,rretto de Menaree, 
about to proceed fiom Portugal to Goa; and we decided io 
strengthen the garrison with 20 of the weakest men from the 
Arnhem, in order to be better on the defensive against any 
European attack. According to orders from India we had reduced 
the number of the garrison, whilst 26 men are at Saldanha Bay 
seal fishing. 

In answer to yours of the 16th April last year received from 
the Chamber of 17, ordering us that our letters should not be 
signed by the commander alone, but by the whole Council, as is 
usual in India, we beg to say that we adhered to the custom whilst 
the junior merchant Jacob Beyniersz was here ; but after his de^r- 
ture we had no higher men of quality than assistants. The 
skippers of the galiots also were not always at hand, being ordinary 
members of the Council. Consequently the letters comd only be 
signed by the commander until tne time when F. Verburgh was 

Somoted to the rank of junior merchant by Hon. Kemp at St. 
elena in 1654, and authorised to act as secundus in the room of 
Reyniersen. Regarding our Resolution io send Reyniersen in 
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Wijilijro butbüu wij oock wel beuonieu de 4 biöcaijii* eloepen 
die tot UEd : Ouder ordje tot de walvievanghst onder loadeen 
p wel bewaert blijven. 

r UKd : bevel voor de retour Bohepen (nu apparent al ^t buijs 
wefiande) om 't Vlie in te loopen etc : is ons met 't Naohtglas de 
copie te laet toegeoomen door 't achterblijven van den Appel- 
boom bij H welcke wij oot^k oomen te missen de etuijmiane 
eaerten daer met gesonden, ende de 4 ingegloten brieven aen d' 
Hrn. Qenerael ende Kaden van India door UEd : one g'ordon- 
neert voort te eenden. 

I Wij wenscliten oook wel dat UËd : met alle de aifgaende 
j^Sühepeo wat gt^ede noortee deelen geUeffde voor de Caep te 
senden^ wel is waer dat wij hier aehoon hout ende planeken uijt 
*t bua eunneu halen, maer raet grooten arbeijt ende lange tij t- 
Bpilltnge 't we lok e der halven aoo wat langhaam e voortgangh 
maeokt, ende in manieren als voren deelen van UEd : orijgeude 
souden wij ondertusaohen te meer in de culture euunen vorderen 
daer wij meen en vrijel : wel, ende beqaaem sullen toe te pas 

^comen, ak pr. on&e afPgesondeDe generale miBsive g adviseert. 
Bij UEd : na brieffken gedateert 1^""" Januari j pass' pr. d*. 
Appelboom gesonden, ende pr. 't Naehtglas de cc»] de d*?ü 20' ' déser 
ffjrst becomen, gemerct hebbende d' aeuBtaencle equipagie van 
4 galjoens, 2 kruken, 2 pataches met 3»0C0 eoppen onder den 
Viceroij Franniaco Baret to de Meneres uijt Portugal uae Goa 
te gaen, h-bben wij gereaol veert ons uijt 't suhip Aeruhem van 
de swaokste mst 20 ooppen te verstercken om na UEd : ordre 
wat d effen ei ver voor eenige Europianen te mogen weseu 
vermits wij op d' ordre van d' H'" Öenerael eude Kaden van 
India one giiaruisoen al vrij verswackt ^ mitsgaders oook 1 3 eoppen 
na de 8aldanha Baij tot de robbevanghsl aitgesteeeken hebben. 

Comende vurdera tot b'antwoordtnghe van UEd t missive ge- 
_iateert 16'" April A pass" uijtte vergaderinge van de 17*" v^iorsa: 
hebben gi^ ni^rekt UEd : ordre dat alle brieven niet van den Com- 
^^nandeur alinea maer bij den gantscheu raet zullen werden onder- 
^Keijekent na' t gebruijok van India 't welck ooekg observeert is 
^Hgdert den selven versieu is ^t^weest met den onderooopman Jacob 
^Peiaiersz : alü in de brieffboucken te sien is ende na de&selffs ver- 
treek weder geen hooger gequalifioeert hebbende gebat als adsia* 
tenten nochte oock altijt hier bij der hant de sdiippers van de 
galjots (die anders tot raets perfiuneo mede werden gebrndjokt) 
soo ist dat de brieven veeltij ts door den Commaudenr alloen maer 
hebben eunueu wenlen geteeokent ter tijt toe den persoon Fredriek 
Verburgh door den Commaudeur Kemp aeu St. Helena A" 1654 
op j&ijn vorsoêck is gequalifieeert tot onderooopman omme ia 
plftetae van 8r« lioijuiersE : hier als 2' persoon dienst te doen, over 
.welükerb üapauittïjt wij voor desen hebben gusïs* 



IQ^d. 
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l6oi>. oommand of the Vrede to Batavia, we humblj beg that you may 
29tb Oct. ^^^ ^^^ ï^ amiss. We did not do so because we imagined that we 
had authority to make such a promotion, but we were afraid that 
another course would have subjected us to a worse reprimand. 
However, preferring the Company's service to all fears, and 
desirous to have the vessel brought safely to India, there being no 
government on board, and we dmiding that a mutmy might break 
out even in the bay here, the officers not having any command 
over the men, we considered it necessary to place one on board 
having supreme authority and to give him the rank and pay of a 
senior merchant subject to the approval of the India CouncU, who 
like you have disapproved of the step. We have no wish to 
assume powers of this nature, and were only pressed to do as we 
did by necessity in the best interests of the company. Profomm 
he held the rank us far as Batavia and subject to tne approbation 
of our masters. Other matters of less importance which have been 
improved by us now and then have been done in accordance with 
the general code of articles as our Besolutions will show. 



Your letter wuvoviug your <liöa|)proval was enclosed open in the 
despatch box, and kept back by the skipper Pieter Gerritsen until 
we were told of it by the junior merchant Points of the 
N. jRoUerdam. Said skipper did his best to make us contemptible, 
and would have continued doing so, at first denying that he had the 
letter, but when confronted with the junior merchant, he only 
delivered it after the ship had been alr^y here some days. We 
had no desire to write to India on this matter, in order not to 
bring the skipper into trouble, and our present remarks are made 
with the same intention; we only respectfully give you the 
information in order most humbly to request you to seal all letters 
addressed to us that we may remain free from the nasty remarks 
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A«iigaoTid« t* ver* 
liog-^D tier pere«iiti©n 



d«q« 



thq cooptnftTi 



llerhalvt^D vourtgaeiide op dat vau den onder coopnian Reijniorsz : 
p\ d e Vreöde vertrooken na Batavia gelieven 
UEd. bij deseu ganteoh dien stel : gebeden te 
zijn, daer over geen quaet genoegen te nemen 
ale zijnde niet geschiet nijt iobeeldinge van 
dat wij gequalificeeit wm^h tot suloke aug* 
meotatie, maer met grooto beoommeringe ende niet min vreoee 
van noch al vrij harder repitïche daerover te behalen, eohter den 
dienst van de Comp' boven de gem : vreae preforeerende door 
hooghdriögeude noot om voorh aaide aohip ende goet dooh behoudon 
te mogen werden overgebraoht vermits 't daer soo slecht in de 
regeringe gsstelt was, dat wij diekwijk meenden d" eohip hier in 
de baij zelfFfi zoude werden atfgeloopen willende de minder naer den 
meerder niet luijgteren, ende dierhalven d' opperhooffden niot 
CU nn ende 't voloq onder behoorl; discipline houden, hebben wij 
gantseh nootaaeckel: ijmaut \ an hooger gesioh daei\jp dienen te stel- 
len, mitsgaders om die ende andert^ pregnantieii meer den gem^ 
lleinier&z: Oïn ontsaghshalveu dr* ^^^em' qualite ende jragie noote- 
halven moeten defereren, edoch niet absolutelijck maer op appro- 
batie van d^ Ed. Hm: Generael ende Raden \'an India die 't mede 
iu manieren als UEd: hebben *^^eimprobeert f^^elijok IJEd: voor 
dato öiillen hebbeu \eruomen ende sullen wij ons ooek üiet 
amuseren in üulex te treden ten ware deu dienst van d' Coinp' ons 
door noot als vooren daertoe quaeme ton hooghsten te pregueren 
inide dat dan oock maer pro forma tot Batavia toe ende op 
approbatie van ons meerder wegen eenif^e ander \'aE minder 
gelegent h ei] t hier nu eo dan ten dienste van d' E. Comp" verbe- 
tert hobbon ons gereguleert na don ^^eneralen artioul brieff soo 
ÜKniijtouseovergesondene resolutieD eto sullen hebben veniomen* 

Ende alsoo ons de brietï waerinne UEd: dese improbatii etc: 
hebben gelieven te stellen pr, 't schip N, Kotterdam in de doosen 
open en: ongesloten waa gevonden zoo ware ons deselve van den 
aohipper Pieter Üerritz achterwegen gehouden ter tijt wij van den 
onderooopman Points op d ' sohip beschoijden daervan verwittight 
wierden, weloken sohipper daer mede vrij si in tanden 't onser 
uleijnacbtinge hadde gestooekt» ende apparent bij sijne complicen 
op andere plaetseii meer zouden gedaan hebbeu alsoo hij deselve 
missive eerst ontkende maer hem zulcx door 't bewijs van den 
gexnelten oudercoopman verder opdringende hebben wij dit nadat 
't schip al eenif^^e dagen alhier gelegen bad nooh beoomen, edooh 
daerover na India uiet geBcbreven om denselven in geen moeijten 
te helpen gelijck 't selve oock ten dien eijnde bij desen niet 
geschiet j maer om UEd: dieustelijck ende ecrbiodighl: te ver- 
soeek eu met oitmoedigo bode dat UEd; do brieven aon ohü 
g'addressoert ons doch geUoven besloten te laten toocomon teu 
eijnde wij van de schimp ende schamperheijt soodai^ge tant 
stogêkeudü liujden mochten g'eximeei't blijven, 't gene vEA. ons 
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IBói). of such evil disposed persons. What we receive from you is 
29^j7üct. alwaje acceptable, as we are always desirous of hearing from you 
your opinion and orders in order to act upon them. 

We pay particular attention to the seal fishery which has been 
recommenced in this dry season, but it will be impossible to leave 
the legs attached to the skins ; the Frenoh did not do so either. 

We advise the skippers to stow the skins in dry places, but they 
do not attach sucn value to them as to take the care required. 



They are disinclined to take them in the return ships, sajdng th^ 
they are so full of Indian cargo that they have no room to spare. 

We would not have been able to ship any iu the last ships if we 
did not possess the authority of Mr. v. Goens. We sent you 
3,300 and 3,400 which we trust have realised a good price. We 
do our best with agriculture which has advanced so far that with 
heavy labour there will always now be a large supply of garden 
produce. But to bring more land imder cmtivation we require 
more men. Freemen would be welcome, also slaves from 
Madagascar or Cape Negro, wlio would be obtainable if you only 
send us the Huto or yacht asked for. It might also communicate 
with Mauritius. At Cape Negro and elsewhere to the north of 
this hides might be obtained as you say, and also ivory, &c. The 
galiots, however, are too small to carry slaves, &c., and too weak 
to grapple with a Portuguese sliip from which they always have 
to Üy, as in the case of the Tulp last year. Otherwise this vessel 
might have obtained rich booty about Madagascar. It has again 
been sent to Madagascar to keep the rice trade and our intoroourse 
with the King of Antongil alive, and more carefully inspect other 
quarters in that island ; also to visit again the bays of Os Medeoe 
d'ouro and Eio des Beys on the eastern coast. The results we 
shall conmiimicato to you when the vessel returns, when also we 
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gelieven t^BohriJTen ieons ttltljt ©ven aeagenaem alsoo niet anders ^^'^**" 
wenscheD als te mogen weten UEd : goede intentie end© wel ngen Oot, 
gevende ordre omme ons ten Jionste van d' E. Comp" prompte- 
Ujok na te mogen reguleren* 

Op 't villen ?an de robben vellen (welekere ^anghst ala voore ; 
met dit b^dnnende drooge roouson hebben bij der hant genomen) 
wort na XjEd : ordre goeile aoht geslagen , maer om de poten 
daeraen te laten zal niet wel cunnen gac^n» ende is bij de Franoen 
oook niet in gebnujok geweest ende om de schippers te reeom- 

•znanderen dat de vellen in drooghe plaatsen mogen worden geleijt 
tot voortoominge van 't verrotten, wert bij ons wel gedaen maer 
meenen veele van deselve aen de robben yeilen soo veele niet 
gelegen te wesi^n dat se daer soo veel sorge vonr souden behoeven 
te dragen, sijiide oook vrij ongenegen om die in de retour vlote 
over te nemen voorwendi^nde dat aij soo vol Indische caTgaaoen 
^geladen «ijn dat geen bequaem© plaetse genoegh voor de vellen 
^fcnver hebben die in de laetste schepen oook qualijok 7/ïuden hebben 
^■georegen ten ware de ez^presse getboonde aucflioriteijt van d' 
Ur. van G^oens eulox hadde te weeg gebraeht waermede wij UEd t 
^Lbebben toegesanden tusschen de tVi en de 'H O— stx weloke hopen 
^Pfraij sullen hebben ge rendeert tot ;50nlae^ Uwer Ed : hier dra- 
gende oncoaten. 

iengaende de culture doen wij ons best na vermogen ende 
in God e lotf soo verde met groeten arbeijt geadvaneeert. tlatter 
-, , 't eanaehe jaer door verversainge genofsffh van 

moescnjden ende aertvruenten voor vttd aen- 
Domende schepen is maer om 't lant veel meerder ter culture te 
''brengen zoude meer volct] toe van no ode weaen, ende vrij el : 
best toe passen^ mitsgaders ooek slaven van Madagasoar off Cabo 
Negro apparent wel te beeomen soo UEd : ons 't gevorderde 
fleuijt on jaohtjen gelieff te stuijren om ooek met eeneii 
Mauritius te bevaren in manieren als voor dato g'adviseert 
aen welck Oabo Negro ende elders hier benoorden wij met UEd r 
oook gevoelens zijn dat wel eenige hu ij den iouden vallen mits- 
gaders oook oliphants tanden, eto ; maer de gal jots vallen wat 
öleijn om slaven ende andere saevken fjB voeren, item ooek, 
te indefïeneijiT bij ontmoetinge van Fortngesen daar se 't 
elokene voor vluchten moeten als aen de Tulp A ' pass" gebleecketu 
die anderü wel goede buijt omtrent Madagasöar mofhte hebben 
opgedaen, walcie Tulp jegens woordigh weder na Madagascar 
hebben geionden om de begonnen rijs handel ende aliantie met 
den Ck^ningh van Antjongil levendigh te houden mitsgaders eenige 
andere plaetsen van dat ei j lant ooek noch wat naeuwer te onder- 
fioeeken. Insgelijox mede de baijen andermael van Os Medaos 
d'Ouro ende Rio des Beijs op de custe deses hoeek omgelegen; *t 
lueees hopen wij UEd ; na volbraohter voijagie te adriBeren ïUs 
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16.»5. 



_ may be able to give you partioulars about Tristan d'Acunha, to 
i*.ub Oct. which we intend to send the NachtglM. We are, however, of 
opinion that no good harbour will be found there beoause of the 
stormy and misty weather usual there. Few ships consequently 
can visit it, as many of our skippers and mates whom we con- 
sults have told us. But aocordin? to your orders we shall have 
it visited that you may be informed by the next return fleet 



We are also paying careful attention to trade and the breeding 
of cattle, &o. For this purpose we have sent the interpreter 
Henry inland with copper, tobacco, &o., to trade for oatÜe. The 
result we can only know later, though we are sanguine of suooess ; 
we have consequently decided to try him aooompanied by 9 of our 
own men — ^but the provisions of the latter failed, and after an 
absence of 29 days they returned. 



This goes with the English ship the Lore with 60 men on board, 
half of the numbf^r being Netherlanders or Germans. Its last port 
was Mauritius, liaving visited its wefltem ooaf^t. Had not seen any of 
our j>eople. The vessel has a oargo of pepper and been only absent 
about 10 months from England. It is now anxious to leave at 
om^e, hence this short and hurriKl letter. 



He had fallen in with three Dutch ships on the west coast of 
Mauritius — ^the one was the Seh^ln*^ with the Gbveraor of Ceylon 
on board — who had told him that our people had captured three 
rich Portuguec!« prizes, but where, &i*., he could not tell. He had 
$een a lot of money and booty among the men. 

The other two ships had two hours before his arrival left Sillida 
for Batavia^ laden with pepper. 

This is all that we eoidd obtain from him. We did not question 
him about his own al^iis^ believing that they would only tdl us 
m'hat they woidd wish us to know. 



Besides the requisition :>ent we would also like to have — 

Soiae fine sievw^ 
100 spades. 
;) or 4»000 dints^ 
1 MO Iba. small shi^ of different kinds. Some clover seed 
lim^ ^ tlie iKWMa It is almost as good as oats. 



mede wegen Tristiio da Gun ha vaornemetiB si j ode bij dest> so nier- 
ti]t met T Naobtglas cook te laten ontdeokan, maer wij meenen 
ilat daer geen goede haven sal gevotiden worden mitsg:ader9 die 
ui j landen ferm its 't atormigh ende mistige weer (daer omtrent 
veel onderworpen) qui : van eenige Rohepon baI cunnrn aengedaen 
worden achter volgende *t advijs van veele oud© achippei"s ende 
stuijrl: (dermede somtij tg mede in confer an tie geweest) echter 
sullea 't na UBd : gegeven ordre eens laten besoecken om met d* 
aeofitaende retour vlote daervan advijs te mogen senden. 

Op den handel ende aettteelt vao *t beatiael laten wij nefienB de 
Qulture ende andi^re saecken mede gt»ede aoht houden ten wekken 
eijnde wij den tolcf| Herri j oook met eenigh coper ende tabacq 
etc : inH lant hebhen gesonden om voor ons aldaer op gijn remon- 
fitrantie vee te handelen. Wat *t suoees H aelve aal geven staeit 
wij na deeen te vernemen, al too» hebben wij geen quad© hoope 
ilaer toe ende dierhalven te meer gereBolvj^ert dit proeffjf^u iudesen 
van hem to nemen, wij haddon oock O personen van ons met hem 
aten medegaeu maar vermits haer vietnalie soo langh niet eoste 
ti%eken eijn deselve na 29 dagen uijtweaen wederom geoomeu, 

Deeen gaet met 't Eogelsch schip genaemt de Luff ofte Lieffde 
ophebbende 00 oonpen (daeronder wel de helft Nederlanders ofte 
Ünijtsehen) ende eomemle jongli&t van de West Oust over Mauri- 
fiuB daer aen de westzijde was aen geweest ende niemant van d* 
ons© vernomen. Is geladen met peper ende hadde noob maer 1 
maenden hadde lüjt Engelant geweest ende nu vrij haeetigh om 
voorts te vertrecken waeromme desen oook diia oort ende slordigh 
valt. 

Op voorn : westcust hadd(^ liij geweest bij 3 NederlantBe eehepeu 
waer van 't een e genaemt di^ Schelvis onmcmde met den 
Gouvern'^ : van Cejlon^ ui jt 't welcke verstaen hadde dat d' onse 
drie rijcke Portugese eohepen hadden genomen maer wanneer, 
op wat plaetse ofte boe groot wiste niet Ie seggen anders als dat 
onder *t voloq veel geit ende bnijt goet hadden gesien. 

d' Ander© 2 schepen waren omtrent 2 ui j ren na haer comiita van 
Sill i da na Batavia vertrocken, apparent geladen ra et peper. 

Dit is 't al dat wij wegen Corap* saken van denaelven hebben 
eunnen vernemen, ende aengaende haer saec^ken hebben ons met 
g'arauseert ij ets bijsonders te vi'agen als denekende dat sij ons 
niet anders souden openbaren als sij ons zouden willen laten 
weten 

Beneffens 't gene wy bij onse vorige petitien hebhen gevor* 
dert, wensöhten dat UÉd : ons nofsb gelieffden te laten toeooraen : 
Partij e hoje aeeven ofte teemsen, 
100 beslagen schoppen* 
3 è 4000 vuijrsteenen. 
2 è 3 bondert Ib* grove ende eleijneu gansen md** ander hagel 
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Some pitch and tar for the vessel and our wooden rood. ' 



Some rosin and snlphor. 

Scrubbing brushes, br(X)ms, spider brooms, and white washers' 
bnishos to keep the houses made of brick properly dean. 

As Yerburgh has gone to Madagascar with the Tttlp we have 
onlj two assistanta, the sergeant and corporals of the fort who are 
chiefly used in the military coundl, tbe one assistant as book- 
keeper and treasurer and secretary of council. We therefore sign 
'again alone as conunander. imlese it is your wish that any of tibe 
persons named should also sign the letters. We await your 
instructions on this point, and also as regards the garrison here, 
and how to act in the future towards the English and others 
visiting the Cape. 



This vessel has also been treated well by us, as was the one last 
year, and well provided with refreshments out of the gardens. 

No (layment has been aiv^pteil that the obligation might be on 
their side. 

Signed) J. y. BiRBEicK. 
In the Fort, 
29th Oct., Ittto. 



No. lis. 
Batavia. 

To the India IVundl. 



^ASwftv. Xhb serves speeiallv to a^\NMm^anv vvpv of our fonner letter per 
If. MMt^^m^ datetl >nd Sept, 
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Wat Brabantse ola?ör om te ^aaijea ?oor de paerdeo bijna boo 
goat als haver. 

Partij e piek ende teer tot onderhoudinglie van 't yaertuijgh 
etide oDse boute daken op de haijsingeii van dioke bos plancken 
fijnde eode wordende gemaeckt. 

Item barpuije ende swaveL 

LuijwagenSj boenders, raegbhooffden ende witstocken om 
Comp' flteene huijsmgenj magasimen, etc : echoon te houden, 

Dewijle den ünderooopman verburgh met de Tulp na Mada- 
gasoar ie zulx wij jegenwoordig weder maer veraien zijn met 
geen booeer gequalificeerde als 2 adsistenten den Sergeant ende 
üorporaele deser fortreaae die piinoipael in krijgbaraet worden 
gebruijckt ende den eenen adsiatent als boude van de soldij- 
boucken, fifioue ende Seorets: van den Baedt soo iat dat 
deean weder door den Commandeur alleen maer 
cunnen worden geteijckent ten ware UEd : 
gelieffden een i ge van de voorhaelde persoonen 
tot 'tselffde mede in te laten daerop wij derael- 
ver nadre ordre iullen verwachten, ids mede 
insonderheijt UEd : goetvinden op *t guarnisoen alhier mit&gadera 
oook hoedanigh wij ^ocrtaen omtrent Engelse^ ende andere desa 
plaetse aendoende sullen hebben te handelen, deee is van ons 
gelijck deii vorigen Anno pass" hier aeo geweest, oook wel getrao- 
teoït ende met verversBinge voor al aijn voleq uijtte thuijnen 
treffel : vooraien sooder daerroor eenige betalingd te nemen, maer 
van wegen de E : Oomp^ alles vereert om haer principal : verobli- 
geert te houden, eto. 

Hiermede, 
Ed : emtfeste, etc. 

Was geteijekent, 



De briereü niet ftl* 
l^eu m&er door de 
nipUp«i«oatien mede 
ttt Iftten teijckeaen. 



In *t Fort de Goede Hoope» 

desen 29 Octob : 1655. 



Jak van Bisiiseck. 



il.^u ckit. 



No, 128. 
Bfltavia. 
JLeEdeEd: Hm, Joau Maetsuijoker^ Qouvemeure-Generael, ende 
Baden van Nederlants India, pr. 't schip Aemhem geas ; 

Ed : manbaffte, wel wijse, voorsieuige, seer diaorete Heeren* 
liijn Heeren, 

De2d dient prindpael : tot geleijde van de oopie onier vorige 
miBsive pr. 't schip N: Rotterdam gedateert 2"^ Septemb ; paie"* op 
den 3*"* d*^ van hier vertrocken. 



ÏÏenNoT. 
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1655. We also annex 8 oopies of letters from the masters '^ted 

2nd Nqv. 24th Deo., 1654, 18th 'Jan. and 16th "Apnl, 1655. . You will read 
"*- that per \ht Appelboom 3 letters had been sent hither for you, to 
be forwarded by first opportunity. 



The yacht not having arrived we have not been able to oarry 
out the order. We fear that some aooident has happened, but 
trust that with God's help the vessel may turn up. We also send 
you a parcel of different Dutch garden seeds. We got too much 
from home and now send the surplus to you. When the autumn 
ships arrivo we sliall havo a lagi^ supply of fresh Cape seeds witli 
which we intend to supply you. We, however, wish to know what 
kinds you prefer that we may have something to go by. 



Aooording to the Masters' orders we transhipped from tlie 
NttchtiiUta into the Arnhem the iron and nails destined for India, 
oxceptin'g a cask of 5 inch and the deals required liere. Particulars 
will be found on the margin of the invoice. 



The Nachtglm is detained by us to be sent to Tristan d' 
Acunha and the East Coast of Afrioa for exploring the harbours 
there and searching for trade. The Tafp is away to Madagascar ; 
and if nothing important be discovered at the places named you 
may expect one of the galiots when the season for navigating the 
Formosa waters shall have arrived. 



On the 28th of last month (October) an English ship arrived 
here from India — Captain B. ïendel — with 60 men on board — 
the half almost being Netherlanders. Uad in a cargo of pepper 
and came from the west coast of Mauritius, wliere it had refreshed 
itself without visiting our fort on the island. When it left it took 
a letter for the directors from us in which we stated that this 
EnglishuMm had met on the west coast the Schelvis with the 
Governor of Ceylon on board, which had told him that our people 



211 



• Bi] de welcke oook ge^ought sijn 3 oopie brieven van onsa Hrn, 
MeeBtere sedert euoceefiive nooh beoomen gedateert 24*'^ Deoember 
1654. 

Mitsgaders 18*'' Januari] ende 16'" April deaes loopenden jaerp, 
waerinne TIE d, on der anderen sullen lezen hoe dat opgem; on se Hrn. 
Meesters pr. *t gal jot de Appelboom badden ingesleten 3 brieven 
ge 'ad dresseert aen U Fd : omme met d' eerete sebepen vooi-t^ te 
ftenden 't welckn i*ij tot dato vermits d' gal jots non paresse onver- 
mogen ai ju gebleven te achtervolgen vresen derbal ven al voor 
©enjgh ongeval met hope nochtans dat het Godt de Heere noch t* 
eeoiger tijt sal te reohte helpen 

I Hie roe ff en 3 sen den oock een packet raet veelderleij ITollEntse 

^thuijnsaden, ons te voel van d^ Hrn. majores toegeaondon ende 
derbal ven oa dörselver ordi^e Ia ten : vaortgaen na Batavia ; tegen 
de compste van de herhst ache pen ataen wij apparent hier heel vol 
te wesen \'an verse Caepse zaeden daer wij UEd : dan voornemens 
sijn oock van te versie u^ ondertussoben sullen ga erne verwachten 
gl: voor dato gesz : derselver ad vijs welcke eiide hoedanige zarlen 
UEd : daer lieffst hebben omme in 't senden ons na te mogen 
reguleerea* 

Achtervolgende den last van onse Heeren Meesters voorsz: heb- 
ben wij oock uijt 't ga) jot 't Nacht glas in 't schip Aernhem doen 
oversehepen ij^er ende spijckers voor India daer in gescheept ge* 
weeet hehalven een ton 5 duijm ende de deelen tot ons nodigb 
gübruijek hier ^^ehouden gelijck op de cant van de faotuir geno- 
teert staet ende bij ons volf^ondo deselve in onse boucijes aen d' 

L E : Comp belast zijn. 

r B"* gal jot Naohtglas wert noch wat bi] ons hier gebonden om na 
d'ordre onser Hrn* Meesters eons te senden na d' ei] landen van 
Tristao d' Acunha ; ende oock hier benoorden de Caep tot onder- 
floeck van eeni^^e heqname havens ende handel et o : zijnde de Tulp 
noch op de toght oa Madagascar als \oor desen gesobreven maer 
200 aen de gem : plaetse niet notabels opgevonden wort, staen 
UEd : ten minsten een van deselve tegen 't mousson van t' 
Tajouansche vaer water toe te eomen d' adviso* 

Op den 28"" der vergange maent October is bier uijt India 
aengeweest een Eïjgels Bchip daor op Cap" Robbert Tendel 
geraant stijff 60 eoppen de helft wel Nederlanders ende 
comende van de Westcust vol peper over Mauritius daer 
aen de westzijde was geweest te verversaen ronder aen 
Comp'. fortresee hun vertboont ofte ijmant van d' onse vernomen 
te heoben, en is van bier den lesten d" weder voorts na Engelant 
gevaron neffens onse missive ende oort ad vijs aen d'Ed : H^", onse 
Meesters in 't Yaderlant, waer Mj wij deselve haer Ed ; onder 
&nderen oock hebbeu laten weten dat voorhaelde Engelsman op 
I de weet oust bad ontmoet 't jaobt de Schelvis comende met 
dep ü^ouvemeur van Ceijlon ende daer uijt verst aen dat door 

p2 
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1665. ]^ taken three Portuguese ships with a fair quantity of booty, 
2ad Not. Could uot tell US how large the vessels were. 

From the officers of the Arnhetn you will learn of the successful 
issue of the voyage under the flag of the Hon. Kemp and Herpers 
&e. ; also how not long ago the vessels parted company near 
the land and no doubt the others are detained by calms. We are 
anxiously looking out for them and trust that they will arrive 
soon, as they win be full of sick and in want of water. 

Have nothing more to write about. 

In the Fort, 2nd November, 1605. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebbbck. 



List of papers sent to India with the Arnhnu^ dated 2nd 
November, lOoo. 

NtK 1. Original letter of Riebeeek to the India Council, dated 
2nd November, lt>55. 

„ 2. Copy of letter of Riebeeek to the India Council, 
dated 2nd September, lt>5o. Sent with X 

„ 3. Three copies of letters from the directors to Riebeeek. 
„ 4. Invoice of goods transhipped from the Navht4jkni, 

^ 5. Ships' accounts. 



No. 129. 
Batavia. 
To the India GoundL — Sent with the Am^rtft^tti. 



Nd yoa receive copy of letter aoit per A»iÊkem with the 
Bon «I our JoaiQidf— all entrmted unaealed to the Hoa. 
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d* onse daer omtrent waren verovert 8 Portugese schepen met i^^« 
redel : buijt sonder nochtans dat hij ons wist te seggen hoe groote 2eii Nov. 
schepen 't selve waren geweest. 

Uijt d' Opperhooffden deses overoomende schip Aemhem sullen 
UËd : omstandigh cunnon werden bedeelt 't succes van derselver 
voijagie onder de vlagh van d' Ed. Hr. Kemp ende Herpers, etc : 
mitisgaders hoe deselve cortel : hier omtrent van hier geaoheijden 
ende apparent hier onder 't lant van stilte s wervende zijn, mits* 
gaders bii onse alle dagen met arents oogen daer na wert uijtge- 
sien met hopen dat haest mogen opdonderen alsoo vrij vol sieckcn 
wosen, ende gebreck van water hebben zullen. 

Tot verlenginge deses sonderlingh geen stofïo meer hebbende 
sullen affbreecken, ende hiermede 

Ed : emtfeste, &". 

Was geteijckont, 

Jan van Biëbbeck. 
Int Fort de Goede Iloope, 
desen 2*^ Novemb : 1655. 

Register van de pampieren gedirigoert aon d' E : Hrn : Mijn 
Heeren Joan Moetsuijcker, Gouverneur -Qonejael euio Raden van 
India, p' 't schip Aemhem, d%to 2 Novemb : 1655. 

No. 1. Origineele briellken van den Commandeur Biebeeck» 
gesz: aen haer Opgem: Ed: gedateert 2 Novemb * 
1655. 
„ 2. Oopie d^ van denselven aen d. hior Ei: dito 2 

Beptemb : p^ 't schip N. Rotterdam, gesz : 
„ 3. Drie Copie missiven successive van de Hrn. Bewintheb- 
beren gesonden aen voorsz : Commandeur. 
Fdoture ende cognossement van 't overgescheepte uijt 
Ijot Nachtglas in 't schip Aemhem. 
[leeps reecq : van onoosten. 



J. Schee] 



No. 129. 
Batavia. 
Aen d. Ed : Hm. Mijn Heeren Joan Maetsuijckeri 
Gouvemeur-Generael ende Raden van India 
pr. 't schip Amersfoort gesz : 

Ed : emtfeste, manhafte, wel wijse, voorsienige, seer 
discrete Hm. 

Mijn Heeren, 
Bij desen gaat de copie nussive ITEd : pr. 't schip Arnhem toe i^en Nor. 
geaonden beneffens 't vervolgh onses dagh register gehouden 't 
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!«.').•>. Commander Pieter Kemp, who will himself give you all further 
~ partioiilurs about this plaoe, and the vojage of the fleet, &c. 



l<Jili Nov 



In the Fort, 19th November, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeeck. 



List of papers entrusted to Hon. Eemp for the India Council. 

1. Original letter to the Council, dated 19th November, 1655. 

2. Copy of letter sent per Arnhemy dated 2nd November, 1655. 

3. Continuation of Journal. 

4. Invoice of the two bellows transhipped from the Nachtglas 

into the Sht van Honingen, 



No. 130. 



Instructions for the Nachtghs about to proceed to Tristan 
d' Acimha. 

22ik1 ÜV. Being well provisioned for 18 men during 4 or 6 months you 
shall sail with the first fair wind, and touch at Dassen Island 
where the officers will give you one or two men acquainted with 
the seal fishery that you may be able to kill some of these animals 
on Tristan d' Acunha, where they are in abundance, and bring the 
skins here for a trial. From Dassen Island you shall proceed 
direct to Tristan d' Acunha, and on the way carefully read and 
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sedert 't vertreok van 't jacht d' Avondstar alles open in handen i^^*'- 
van d' E : hr : Commandeur Pieter Kemp, aen wiens mondelingh ióen^Nor. 
rapport wij ons wegen deser plaets gelegentheijt vorder blijven 
gedbragen ende daeromme als oock mits 't manquement van sloffe 
dus cost affbreecken suilende UEd: uijt den monde van voor- 
haalde Zijn E : oook wel vernemen hoe 't met dee selffs vlote in 't 
afiEsoheijden van 't Yaderlant ende aendoen desen haven gelegen 
iB geweesti om weloke redenen voorez : dan affbreeokende suUen 

Hiermeede 
Ed : emtfeetoi &c*, Was geteijokenti 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, Jan van Riebbkck. 

deeen 19«" Novemb : 1656. 



llegister van de pampieren door handen van d' E. lieer Com- 
mandeur Kemp gedirigeert aen d' Ed : Ilm. Miju Urn. Joan 
Maetsuijoker, (iouvemeur-Generael en : Baden van India, pr. 't 
schip Amersfoort. 

No. 1. Origineel brieffken aen opgem : haer Ed : dato 19'" No- 
vemb : 1655. 

„ 2. Copie d^ pr. 't schip Aemhem gesonden dato 2"' No- 
vemb: 

„ 3. Vervolgh van 't Caeps daghregister. 

I, 4. Cognossement van de 2 blaeM)alokeu uijt 't Nachtglas 
overgeeoheept in 't schip Slot van Uoningen. 



No. 130. 



Instructie voor d' OpporhoDffden van 't gal jot Nachtglas omme 
van hier te seijlen na d' Eijlanden van Tristan da Cunha. 

Ten dien eijnden dan van alles behoorl : versien, mitsgaders 22en Nov. 
geviotualieert wesende ten behoeve van 18 ooppen voor 4 & 5 
maendon soo sullen UI : met den eersten bequamen windt van 
hier verseijlende hun eerst begeven na 't Dassen Eijlant omme 
over te leveren neffensgaende onse missive aen d' Opperhooffden 
aldaer deweloke u sullen geven 1 & 2 personen die kennisse heb- 
ben van de robbevanghst hebben omme op d' Eijlanden van 
Tristan da Ounha eenige robben (daer volgens beoomen beright 
vallende) te villen, ende tot een preuve hier te brengen als IJl : 
in desen bier na breeder wert bevolen. 

Wanneer dan van voorsz : Opperhooffden u affsoheijt hebt be- 
oomen, 200 sullen Ui : haer devoir doen omme derselver e'ordon- 
neerde reijse na de voordz : Eijlanden van Tristan da Ounha te 
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1655, master the inatructioiiB of the directors, especially where they refer 
22nd Not. ^^ ^® ^^ ^^ "wiad. in those regions, that yon may be guided by 
them and at the same time carefully note down what you obaerre 
regarding the currents, winds, &c., met with on the voyage. Ton 
are also to find out what harbours exist there, and an<^or grounds, 
— the latters' distance from shore the shelter provided, &c, 
and the facilities for diipping water at all the places. You are 
also to find out what soil there is serviceable for agriculture there- 
about; what vegetables, trees, fish, cattle, &c., and in what 
quantities obtainable. As we have been told, and gather from 
various journals, that a large quantity of seals and sea lions can be 
obtained there, likewise sharks and skates, you are to bring with 
you skins of all of them that we may find out whether any profit 
can be made out of them for the Company. You are to make 
careful notes of everything, also exact charts of the said islands, 
bays, &o. You must also see whether you can manage to land on 
the island Qon9alo Alvares near Tristan d' Acunha, that the 
voyage may secure for us the most complete information to be 
forwarded home for the directors per next return fleet. 



Oalms, storms or advene winds might prevent you from at onoe 
landing on the islands, but you are not to leave them at onoe but 
remain in the neighbourhood for a month at least. After that, if 
still unsuooeasful, you are to return hither. Yon are also to find 
out what kind of timber there may be, and look about for sandal 
irood, fto., — ^bringing specimens of everything — ^if nothing else is 
to be had you oan flu the veesel wiÜi fuel and timber. 
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bevorderen ten dien eijnle dlukwijU o verdiende, oude losende de 
instnioties vau onae Hrn : Meesters daer deftelve haar 
Ed: over de nature der winden hier omtrent zijn sckrijveüd© 
omme u te dienen tot narichtinge in baer sseijlen mitsgaders met 
eenen wel naeuwe notitie houdende van alle onderviudiitgo van 
stromen^ winden als andereinta dat u in de been en : wederom 
reijae moohte comen te ontmoeten. 

Ende coraeade aen ofte omtrent de voors : ei j landen zullen UI ; 
ineondorheijt oook nauwe letten op alle dese navolgende Baocken 
namentl: end© vooreorst wat havenen, baijen ende gronden voor 
cleijne on : groote Bchepen daer vint, mitsgaders hoe ver off nabij 
lAnt, ende voor wat winden eto. beschut. Ten anderen wat ende 
hoedan igbe gelegen theijt om water te halen niet alleen aen eene 
maer aen alle aencomelijoke plaeÉï^en. 

Daer met eenen dan oook siüt hebben te letten wat gronden 
bequaem ter oulture daer oif ergens gelegen zijn. 

Item o^ok wat groente, geboomte, vtsvanghsij vee en : ander- 
iiota en : hoedanigh in qualite ofte (^aantiteij t te beoomen. 

Ende alsoo wij beright isijn mitsgaders oook uijt eenige beschrif' 
vinge ende journalen vernemen dattergrooto menigte van robben endo 
zeekeuwen mitegaders oook baijen ende rochen vallen zoo sullen 
Ui : van alle dezelve eenigö vellen meede brengen omme hier 
te sien ofl daerinne voor d' E, Comp eenigh voordeel moohte 
staeoken, houdende van alles goede notitie mitsgaders oook 
maeokende goede pertinente caertjens van do gemelteEijIandeni 
gronden, baijen, eto : zoo sullen UI : oook sien off*t Bijlant Gon- 
^alo Alvarea (dight bij Tristan da Cunha leggende) met eenen ount 
asndoen ende in manieren ak voren mede besoecken om bij dese 
reijse doch te mogen hebben voloomen ondervindtnghe ten eijnde 
wij onse Hrn, Mrs, met d' aenstaende retour vlote behoor! : van 
adrijs mogen dienen. 

Dewijle het wel moohte gebeuren dat Ul:t' aij door stiltej 
storoi, ofte contrarie winden voorsz : ELj landen ten eeraten niet 
en eoude ounnei aendoen, soo en sullen Ui : deselve daerom soo 
datelijck niet verlaten maer omtrent de lengte ende breete van 
dien ten mtusteu een maent laugh bij aff en : aenhoudeuj edoch 
dien tijt veratreoken sijude soaderd" Eij landen te ouanen aendoen 
('t welck wij niet en hope o) sullen UI : alsdan vermogen 
weder herwaerta te keeren omme ons te doen rapport van alles :-^ 

800 moeten UI : oook sien wat voor soort van hout tot timmera- 
gie oS andersints daer is, item oook na sandel oÜ ander rieokent 
ofte sohoün gecoleurt hout ende wea meer bedeuckel : wesen 
moohte, brengende van alles ten minsten een monster over ende 
soo anders niet te beoomen is 't galjot vol bran t ende timmer- 
hout* 



M^ii Kot, 
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me. Xhe rest is left to your own dibcrrtion and diligenoo. We wish 

^2iid Ncgb y^^ ^ prospeBDUS vojage, &o. 

In the Fort, this 22Dd day of NoTember, 1655. 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbebcit. 



No. 131. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant Jan Woutersz. — Sent per Nachtyla^. 



This vessel is sent to you to take on board one or two men well 
versed in seal fishing, and to be replaced by the same number out 
of the galiot. This order you are promptly to cxeoute that some 
skins may be obtained at Tristan d Aoimlia, whither the galiot at 
pnoe proceeds, and be brought hither. 



You are diligently to continue the seal fishery. We fancy that 
you have trenched too much upon the time of the men in the case 
of the Salamander and Wat Friesland ^ by making pleasure trips, 
so that only a few skins have been obtained in Saldanha Bay. 

Tou are to make up for losses on Dassen Island. It won't pay 
the Ccmpany to keep so many men without securing a profit. 

With the Bohbejacht we shall at an early date provide you with 
storei, &o.y &c. 



(Signed) J. van Biebebck. 



In the Fort, 22nd Nov., 1655. 



No. 132. 



Instructions for the Bohbejacht proceeding via Bobben to Daasefi 
Idand. 

niiVer. . T^ISth th« first fair wind you are to proceed as fast as possiUe to 
BoUMa Idand and, besides our letter and other stores, land Ham 
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Ende alsoo de rest op U ondervindinge eade naeratigheijt moét ^^* 
aenoomen soo siülen 171 : ten besluijte toe wensoheu een geluokige 2;^^ xor. 
heen en : wedeiom reijae. 

Int Port de Goede Hoope, adij 22«'^ Novemb ; 1665. 

Was geteijokenti Jan van Bibbbeck, 



No. 131. 
Dassen Bijlandt, 

Aen den Assistent Jan Woutersz : p'. 
't galjot Naohtglas. 

Eersame, discrete, 

Dit galjot Naohtglas oomt derwaerts omme van U : over 
te nemen 1 a 2 personen die haer op de robbevanghst ver- 
staen tegen 1 è 2 anderen in de plaetse weder oyer te geven 
't welck UI : derhalven niet sullen nalaten maer promptolijok 
achter volgen opdat deselve ons van d' ei j landen van Tristan da 
Cunha (derwaerts d^ galjot van oostij adroicture g'ordonneert is te 
vertrecken) eenige vellen van robben ende zee leeuwen (daer 
vallende) tot een preuve zoude cunnen eude mogen mede brengen. 

UI : wijders gerecommandeert lattende de robbeuvanghst met 
goeden ijver te vervolgen. Wij beelden ons in dat UI : hun met 
de scheepen S<ilmauder en : West Frieslaut uoodeloo3 soo veele 
hebt te doen gegeven om daer tot plaijsieraff eu van te vaereu 
dat daer door soo weijnigh vellen in de Saldanha Baij hebt 
cunnen becomen ; UI : sullen 't selve op 't Dassen Eijlant weder 
moeten maken in te winnen : 't sonde d E. Gomp*" al te costelijck 
vallen soo veele volcx suloken langen tijt sender vrucht te 
gebruijcken. 

Met den aldereersten sullen wij U p' 't Bobbejachtien behoorl : 
van victualie versien. Hiermede Gh>ae in genaden bevolen oude 
gegroet van UI : goede vreint. Was geteijckent, 

Jan van Bibbbbck. 
Int Port de Ctoede üoope, desen 22*" 9»^ 1656. 



No. 182. 



Instructie voor d' OpperhooSden van de Ohaloup Bobbejaoht om 
te gaen van hier over 't Bobben na 't Bassen Eijlant. 

Soo haest den wint goet waeijt sullen Ui : haer ancker gelight 23en Not. 
hebbende in allerijl vooreerst van hier na 't Bobben Eijlant 



220 

lêss, 50 sheep. Thence you are to proceed to Daasen Island and give 
• 2ardNoT. ^^^ letter and the supplies to the officer there — further submittiDg 
to their orders. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeb^k. 
In the Fort, 23rd Nov., 1655. 



No. 133. 
Bobben Island. 

To Sybrant Binckes and Willem Ilarmansz : 

Tou roceive with the Bohhejacht 60 sheep — ^let us know how 
many there are at present. Soon you may expect more, as barter 
with the natives is fairly prospering — ^^ou also receive \ book of 
paper and small bottle of ink — also provisions for a month, &o. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebbeck. 
In the Fort, 23rd Nov., 1655. 



No. 184. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant J. Woutersz ; sent per Robbejacht. 

We send you some provisions which you are eoonomioally to 
distribute, the men are to have their stomachs full, twice a wed^ 
they are to have meat^and once pork — in the morning half a glass 
of brandy and as much of arrack at noon and at night ; that^on 
have found the liquor so short is to be ascribed to the parsimomous 

Ïirit of the mato Tymon. Should you want more men to oatok 
e seals more quickly, you must let us know. 
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seijlen ende aldaer beneffens oub brieffken ende proTisie oyer- ^^^' 
leveren de mef gaende 60 six jpngh ende oude schapen omme bij 23OTiNoT. 
d'andere schapen geweijt te worden ende na volbrenginge u reijs 
Toorts yerrorderen na 't Dassen Eijlant cmme oook over to leveren 
neffensgaende briefiEken ende provision aen d' opperhooffden aldaer 
wiens ordre dan vorders volgen zult. 

Int Fort de Goede Hoope, adij 23''" Novemb : 1656. 

Was geteijckenty 

Jan van Bibbbbck. 



No. 133. 
Bobben Eijlant. 

Aen Sijbrant Binokes ende Willem Harmansz : 

Met 't Bobbejaohtjen wort ui : bij desen toegesonden 60 stx 
jongh eude oude sohapen om bij d'andere te weijden, ende laet 
ons eens weten hoe veel datter nii in 't geheel op 't eijlant zijn 
binnen corte dagen staen der U apparent noch al meer toe te 
oomen alsoo den handel met d' inwoonders redel : begint te gaen ; 
neffens desen gaet ^ boeck pampier met een cleijn kanneken met 
inot ende een maent provisie voor T71 : hier mede Gode in genade 
bevolen en : gegroet. 

UI : goede vrient, was geteijokent, 

Jan van Bibbbeck. 
lut Fort de Goede Hoope, adij 23'" Novomb : 1655. 



No. 134. 
Dassen Eijlant. 

Aen den adsistent Jan Woutersz :*per de Chaloup Bobbejacht gesz : 
Eersame, discrete. 

Hiernevens senden wij UI : als pr. bijgaende memorie partije 
victualie die wel ende na behooren moet minageren verstaende 
nochtans dat de luijden den buijck vol ende 2 vleijs dagen 's 
weecx met den e^eck dagh geven suit, mitsgaders 's morgens ^ 
muts : brandewijn ende 's middaghs ende s avönts elcke maèl 
oook soo veel arack dat dien stereken dranok zoo wan hebt 
bevonden, hebben wij gemerokt, den stuijrman Tymons noot* 
gierigheijt schuit te wesen. 

Soo UI : meerder volcq nodigh hebt om de robben in der haest 
van dat eijlant op te vangen cunt ons ten eersten laten weten. 
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^^' With the NaehtgloB goee Ertman Glen^ of Straalsond, oadet, 

23itl Not. ^' ^® Amers/ort In his place Jan van ^mpen ia to return. 

Return the empty bags, oasks and yessels, &o.y to be used for 
the same purpose again. We can hardly get any from the ships. 
Don't forget. 

You are not to take a single man from the Rohhefaeht. 

You are to use your best efforts in seal killing and take care 
that the boles of the legs are not stretched so wide. Take oare 
that a ^ood supply is ready for the return fleet, and show some 
extra kindness to the diligent, to enoourage them the more. 



The skins and oil which you have on hand you are to send 
hither with this boat, — which is also to take in tow the small sloop 
Penguin y &c., &o, 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbeeck. 

In the Fort, 23rd Nov., 1655. 



List of provisions sent to Dassen Island with the Robbfjachf^ 
23rd Nov., 1655. 

1,000 lbs. rice in 2 casks. 50 stockfish. 

170 cans of arrack in a cask. 1 anker brandy. 

\ „ oil. 1 do vinegar. 

1 bucket salt. 20 lbs. butter. 
Some carrots and turnips. 



No. 135. 
Robben Island. 

To Sybrant Binckes and Willem Harmansz : 

7th Dec, " Yesterday we sent you per Rohbfjacht 68 and now with the 
Penguin 28 sheep. We expect to bear bow many there are now 
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Met *t Naohtglas is U toegesoDdeii eenen Ertmao Ol^nge, rmk 
Straeleont, adelb:^ gesloten in 't schip Amersfoit hier aeogeeeth 
in welckers plaet^e Jan van Kempön zult laten wederom ootneo 
met *t robbejachtjen waermede d^ten gaet. 

Laet om de ledige saokjefi^ Taeten en kannen eto : mede temgh 
camen om u na desen ander provisie in na te senden alsoo men 
uijt de sohepen daervan qnal : na genoegen can Ten ien worden, 
p' memorie. 

Van 't voloq op robbejachtjen jegenwoordigb varende zullen 
TJl : niemant affliebten* 

Op 't hooghBte willen ITl : bevolen laten allen ijver aen te 
wenden tot de robbevangbst end o dat de gaten van de poten 
oifte vlercken wat naeuwer worden toegepent^ mitsgadors ooek 
behoorl : devoir gedaen* om goede quantitijt tegen de oompste 
van de retour vlote op te gaderen ten dien eijnde de* naerstige 
wat goet doende om haer te bet te animeren : — 

De vellen ende traen die UI : in voorraet hebt^ laet die met 
dit robbejachtjen ten eersten mede herwaerU comen» ende tot 
allo gooden ijver aanwenden mitsgaders ooek met 't robbejaohtien 
torugh oomen ; de oleijne sloep Pe*^ntjn om bij gemelte jacht jen 
gesleept oil soij len i hier gebracht te worden, pr, Qonvern" ende 
hiormoede O ode iii genaden bevaleii en : hertel : gogroet, 

Van UI : goede vrunt. 

Was geteijokentj Jan van Biebkick. 

In 't Fort de Goede Hoope, 
desen 2^^^ Novemb : A , 1655, 



1655, 
23™ Nov. 



Memorie van de provision . gesonden ns 't Dassen Ëijlant pr. 
de ohaioup Robbojaoht dato^i»ï"' NoFomber 1660. 



1000 Ib. rijs in 2 vaten. 
271 can arack in een vat 
I do olij. 
1 pnds mui 



50 stock vissen* 

1 ancker brandewijn» 

1 do. azijn. 
20 Ib. boter. 



Wat wortelon ende rapen. 



No, las. 

Robben Eijlant* 
Aen tiijbrant Rinckes ende Willem Harmana^. 

Öiater aijn u met de sloep Robbejaght toegeeanden 68 ende nu 

wederom UI: met de cleijne sloep reguijn mede toegesondtn 28 

Bohapen, jongh onde out, wij sullen met eenen tijdinge verwachten 

I hoeveel datter nu met d' aengeteelde in alles sijn. Ende laet doch 



7*11 j>Mi. 
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1666. QQ ^Q island. Pay attention to the old ewee, when they are fit, 
7tb Deo. ^^7 are to be sent hither for the ship, also the oldest rams — ^the 
young raniB are to be casfrated and f he tails of the ewes are to be 
cut on to assist the breeding. You are to tell no one how many 
sheep there sre, but sliv;^ys inform us in a sealed letter — ^for thu 
purpose we send you some paper, pens and ink. You are also to 
give no sheep unless on receiving a sealed letter from us. Bemember 
this well. Let us also know how the orange trees are thiiring 
and send us the sheep tails which sre fit fcnr cutting off. They 
will save a great deal of butter. 

(Signed) J. v. Bisbseck. 
In the Fort, 7th Deo., 1655. 



No. 136. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant Jan Woutersz : 

Sent per the RobJ^ejacht. 

17th i>eo. Though we can hardly snare the Bohbejacht which is required 
daily to carry sheep to KooDen Island which at present we obtain 
in fair quantities from the natives, besides cattle, we neverthelesi 
send it now to hear how the seal fishery is proceeding, and should 
you require more men to let us know. We trust that they are 
appearing in abundance now and that you spare no pains to get as 
many skms as possible. The oil sent is good and you may continue 
burning more in the same way, oolleoting as much as possible. 



It is required for the establishment here. 

The skins whi<^ you have <m hand we expeot by the Bcbb^möU^ 
and a lirt of the men ex<dianged into the AaeA/^/or-Hslao g^ the 
goods given to the men on account, with the books which aie to 
baeloaedoff. 
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wel letten öp de oude oijen als die uiet njieer lammeren affwerpen ^^j^^- 
ounnen, dat 01: dan onu deselve vet geweijt, herwaerts sent wan- 7^^ Dec. 
neer wij om sobapen schrijven voor de schepen insgelijox oock 
beneffens dien d' oudste rammen, de jonge rammetjes ter 
bequamer tijt altijt lubben ende d' oijtjes de staerten affsnijdende 
om de aenteelt te meer te vorderen ; UI: moet oock gedachtigh 
sijn niemant t* openbaren ofte seggen hoeveel schapen daer sijn 
maer ons 't selve met een gesloten brieffken overschrijven, waertoe 
wij u laestleden pampier, pen ende inct hebben gestuijrt, soo 
moeten UI: oock geen ander off meer schepen overgeven als wij 
meede in een gesloten brieffken schrijven. Onthout dit we), 
sender te vergeten, laet ons oock weeten hoe 't met de lemoen 
boompjes staet ende de schape staerten toecomen die bequaem sijn 
om lüf te snijden, daer met ter tijt veel boter mede sal cunnen 
verspaert worden 

In 't Fort de Qoede Hoope, UI: goede vrunt, 

den 7"^ X'' 1655. Was geteijckent, 

Jan van Rikhkeck. 



No. 136. 
Dassen Kijlant. 

Aen den adsistent Jan Woutersz: p' de Chaloup Robbejacht gesz. 

Eersame, discrete, 

Alhoewel wij 't robbejachtjeu jegenwoordigh qualijok missen i7en Dec. 
ouunen om dagelijcx schapen op 't Robben £ijlant te brengen 
die jegenwoordigh in redulijcke abondantie van d' Inwoouders 
beneffens goede partij e koebeesten gehandelt worden, soo is 't 
dat wij des niet jegenstaende 't selve UI: bij desen evenwel 
toesenden express omme te vernemen hoe 't sigh daer met de 
Fobbenvanghst aenstelt, om soo UI: meerder voloq mocht 
nodigh hebben ons dat ten eersten te laten weten, wij willen 
hopen deselve jegenwoordigh in abondantie opcomen ende bij UI: 
geen ijver tot opgaderinge van veel vellen gespaeit wort den 
gesonden traen valt nu heel goet, derhalven bij die manier van 
oranden wel continueren mitsgaders oock soo veele opgaderen 
moóht als doenlijck sij, dewijle tot Oomp" omslagh alhier vrij wat 
nodigh is. 

De vellen die in vóorraet hebt sullen met het robbenj acht jen 
oook verwaohten, item meede notitie van de personen die op 't 
Naohtglas tegen den anderen overgegaen sijn, als oook wegen 't 
zoet bij Ui : het voloq aldaer op reecq : verstreckt om hier na be- 
hooren gebouokt te worden alsoo de boucken tegen 't laetste van 
dese maent na de jaerlijoxe maniere zullen worden gesloten. 

a 
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165^. You need not leave the legs on the skins as they are subjeot to 

iTt^rDe.:. rotting — ^you are to go on in the old way. 

In the last skins there were many holes made by the knives. 
You must look to this, otherwise the skins will not be worth a 
farthing and all the expensive labour go for nothing. We there- 
fore reoommend that attention be ^a to this— those who do so 
out of spite are to be properly punished. Tlie diligent are to be 
rewarded — this will encourage them to continue in this dirty and 
unpleasant labour. 



We send you ^ bags cabl>age for the men and 1 cask beer. 

(Signed) J. v. RiKHKKrK. 
In the Fort, 17th Dec., 1655. 



No. 1^7. 
liobben Island. 

To Sybmnt Uinckes and Willem Harmansz : 

ii) h Dw. The Robbf/fichi brings you 7f) sheep — ^you must now have 600 
—count them well that we may know the exact numl)er — ^the 
lame are to be kept near the homestead — those found missing at 
night are the following day at once to be searched f or and returned 
to the flock — all are to be taught to come home to the stable every 
evening. A ^^ kraal " is to be made for those which can find no 
place in the sheds, similar to what the Hottentots do, of branches 
and bushes. During the night they can be kept in it and in the 
morning they may be sent to pasture. This is to be done until 
we here bres^ down the old Corps de Guarde which we intend to 
send over lor a stable. 



Should there be any not thriving very well, let us know how 
many tliat we may make arrangements accordingly, &c. 

(Signed) J. v. Ribbeeik. 
In the Fort, 29th Dec, 1655, 
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in : hoeft de poten niet meer aen de Telleii te lattn aboo wij 
bfioierckea deseko te veel verrottinge oaderwarpezi zijn, de» op d' 
flude manier wel moght voortFaren. 

Inde loest oTergecomen veUen hebben wij veriioomen dat vedle 
^ten waren als met messen gesteeoken^ TTl : moet daer wel voren 
laten sien off anders souden de vellen niet een stuijver waerdigh 
wesen ende al die oostellj oken arbeijt van soo veel volos voor d. E* 
Comp' te vergeeffa ge^iaen worden^ des gerecommaodeert blijft 
daarop wat naeuwe toesight te nemen, ende die snlcx uijt moetwil 
moehteii doen daeraver na behooren te oorrigeren, altijt lettende 
de naarstige wat meer goeta als soodanige te doen 't welok veele 
gootwtUigh ende vlijtigh in dat morsige ende smerige werck maken 
«alj^r. Gouvem ". 

Wij senden bij desen ooek Ü sackeo vol üooI ?oor ^t voleq ende 
l vaetjen goet bier voor UI : groot 16 mineelen. Iliermeede 
Qode in genaden bevolen en : gegroet van UI : goeden vrunt. 






Int Fort de Goe^le Hoope, 
desen 17^'" X"" 16ö5. 



Was geteijokent, 

Jan van Riehbeok. 



^B No. 137. 

Robben Ëijlant* 
Aen Sijbraut Ui nok es en Willem llarmansz : 

Hiemevena worden UI ; mot de sloep Bobbejaoht weder toege- 
srind^n 7** schapen soo flatter nn moeten wesen 600 stx. ende op 
rlat UI : *t ons perfect souden cunnen laten welen, soo moeten UI : 
deaelven altemalen eens ter degen tellen, ende aengaende de 
eren pelen moeten dight bij 't huijs gehouden worden ende die 
telckens 's avonts bevint te missen off te affgedwaelt te wesen, 
dienen 's anderdaeghs ten eersten weder opgeaaeht ende bij den 
generalen trop gebraght, mitsgaders in gewoonte geboudin om 
alle avonden mee da na de stal te comen edoch die der vermits de 
menigbte niet in cuniien moet daertoe dan een erael in 't ronde 
worden gemaeokt, van struijcken ende taeken gelijck de Hotten- 
tooa hier doen om cLeselve daer *e nachts dan in te bewaren ende 
's morgens gesamentlijck weder uijt te laten gaen wei j den ter tijt 
wij hier de oude Corps dn Oiiarde aff breeoken die dan derwaerts 
sollen etui j ren om daer een grooter stal a ff te laten maeekeQ^ ende 
so der eenige zijn die niet wel voort Dvillen laet het ons weten 
met besnheijt hoe veel datter zoodanige wel zijn om te overleggen 
wat wijder ten dienste van d^ E, Comp^ meede doen sullen. 
^L Hiermede God e in genaden bevolen, 

^H En 1 gegroet van UI : goede vrunt, 

^Ê Was geteijekenf, Jan van Rikhkrce. 

^ Int Fort de Qoede Hoope, 

4eseQ 29'' Deoember Itiriü, 



2£»eQ Def . 
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No. V^. 
Dassen Island. 

To the Assistant J. Wouterez : 

Sent per Rohhejarht and Penguin, 

1C55. We have heard from the mate of the Robbejatht that many seals 

20tirï>p ^^^ ^ around the island but that they did not come up high 
enough, remaining on the rocks ; and that you intend to wait until 
they come nearer. We fancy that some may again be found on 
the islands about Saldanha Bay and we therefore send you the 
two boats that with all your men and tools you may prooeed thither 
and catch what you can find, trusting that in tlie meanwhile the* 
s^^ls not being disturbed on Lassen Island will oome up th» 
better and so be more easily caught. But if you are of a different: 
opinion and think that in the said Bay there really are not so 
many seals, the boats are to return, to carr}' sheep which are daily 
Obtained, to Robben Island. You are also to consider and state 
wha* profitable things may be secured for the Company there iu 
the matter of the seal fishery that no men or time may be iiselessly 
wasted, but a gocKi quantity of skins collected of which we have 
good hopes, in spite of your opinion. Ijast year the largest quan- 
tities came to hand in January and February. You are therefore 
to notice carefully when they breed and come most abundantly, 
for future guidance. Get as many of the beet small skins as pos- 
sible—because of their beautiful fur they will fetch as much as 
the large ones, unless you think that in that case the old ones 
would not oome up. You are to use your own discretion and 
when you have spare time have the number of small skins re- 
trimmed, the smaller and darker the better, 



We saw the sea lion's skin among the large ones and found it 
full of fat and oily, the oil boiling out of it with the heat of the 
sun, consequently all the hair falls off and the skin beooipes 
infested with worms. The seal skins on the contrary become dry 
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- No. i;l8. 
Dassen Eijlant. 

Aen den adsistent Jan Woutersz : pr. de Ohaloupen Bobbejaoht, 
«nde Peguijn gesz : 

Eprsame, discrete : 

Uijt den stuijrman van 't Robbejaohtjen hebben wij monde- i656. 
lingh verstaen dat wel goet deel robben rontsom aen alle canten — 

yan 't Eijlant waren doch dat deselve noch niet opquamen maer *^^'" ^^' 
l)eneden op de dippen bleven liggen ende dat Ui: derhalven 
^an opinie ende voornemens waert wat stil te blijven tot deselve 
wat meer mochten opoomen. zulcx dan bij ons sijnde ingesien 
ende gemerckt datter misschien in de baij van Saldanha wel 
eenige weder op d' Eijlanden te vinden wesen, soo heeft ons goet 
gedocht UI : bij desen toe te senden bei j de de sloepen Robbejaoht . 
ende Peguijn omme pr. deselve met al U volcq ende gereetsz : 
eens weder derwaerts te gaen ende al op te vangen wat daer te 
vinden sal wesen op insighte ende hope dat tusschen wijle de 
robben op 't Dassen Ëijlant niet gestoort wordende te beter sullen 
opcomen ende daerna te facilder gevangen mogen worden. Edoch 
600 UI : de saken aldaer anders insagen en : dachten dattet in de 
baij voormelt soo heel veel niet soude mogen beschieten zoo 
sullen UI : de gemelte vaertuijghen ten eersten laten wederom 
oomen, om schapen (noch dagelij ex al redelijck gehandelt 
wordende) op't robben Eijlant te brengen mitsgaders wij- 
ders overleggen ende voorwenden 't gene aldaer ten meos- 
ten dienste van d' E : Comp" tot de robben vanghst eal 
comen te vereijsschen op datter geen volcq noch tijt noodeloos 
gebruijckt ofte gespilt maer goede partije vellen opgegadert 
mogen worden, daertoe wij (tegen U opinie) noch al goede hoope 
hebben, vermits A" pass" de meeste partije in Januari ende 
Februarij eerst ons ooclc toequamen, derhalven naeuwe acht moet 
nemen wanneer deselve jongen ende meest opoomen tot beter 
narightinge in toecomen Ie, en laet mede niet na so veel van de 
beste oleijne te crijgen als mogelijck is, zullen apparent om haer 
schoon bont alsoo wel u's de groote ofte overgehaelde getrocken 
worden ende nacr advenant gelden, ten ware UI : dachten dat de * 
ouden dan niet opcomen souden des met overlegh moet te werck 
gaen, ende laet voor't ledigh gaen noch al partij mo£Fe vellekens 
overhalen hoe deijnder ende bruijnder van haer hoe beter. 

Wij hebben gesien onder de becomen vellen het groote zee- 
leeuwen vel ende bevonden 't selve gantsch vet ende tranigh te 
wesen, ja, soodanigh datter den traen van de hitte der zonue 
boven uijt braet, ende ingevolghe 't haijr altemalen aff valt mits- 
gaders oock vol wormeu groeijt, daer ter contrarie de robben 
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1 65Ó. anjj retain their hair. Tou are therefore not to trouble yourselves 
29th Dec. ^^^^ sea lions unless you expeot to obtain a lot of oil from their 
excessive fatnefs We expect to be iiif(»rmod by you, &c. 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbbkck. 
In the Fort, 29th Deo., 1655. 



P.8. — Having written thus far we have on second thoughts 
thought it better to hear your opinion on our own, whioh we 
expect as soon as possible— 29th Deo., 1655. 



1656. Having already sent away the above, but the Bobhejacki having 

Janimry ^° oompelled to put baok t)eeause of contrary wind, we adhere 
to what we wrote and expect to receive your opinion, but as the 
delay has been long, we trust that the seals have appeared in such 
large numbers, that it will not be deemed necessary to proceed to 
Saldanha Bay. We expeot to receive the desired news as soon as 
possible, ana also to see the boat return with a full cargo of 
skins, &o. 

(Signed) J. v. Ribbbkck. 
Jan , 1656. 
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vellen droogh worden ende vast van haijr blijven UI : zullen der- ^^^* 
halven voortaen geen moeijten meer om deselve doen, ten ware 22«nDe(:. 
datter mits hare groote vettigheijt ofte diokspeok veel traen van to 
orijgen sonde weeën, waer op wij van 171 : oook sullen antwoort 
ende beright verwachten. 

Hiermeede Qode in genaden bevolen ende gegroet van 

UI : goede : vrunt, 

Was geteijokent, Jan van Bibbbsck. 

Int Fort de Gtoede Hoope, 
desen 29 December A^ 1655. 

Desen dus verre gesz : ende al gosloten sijnde hebben ons be- 
dacht wegen de Baldanha Baij, ende eeraden geacht eerst U 
advijs op voorsz : onse consideratie te hooren die wij dan ten 
eersten suUen verwachten 29'" d". 



Dese bovenstaende al eens affgesonden hebbende en : 't robbe- I6ê6. 
jaohtjen daermede mits oontarije wint onvolbraohter voja^e -^ . 
wederom gecomen sijnde, soo dient dit dat wij ons bij't vonge ***"*"• 
blijven gedragen, ende verwachten zullen UI : advijs als boven, 
edooh dewijle het dus lange heefiEt geduijrt eer wij't gemelte 
jaohtjen om redenen voorsz : oook hebben cunnen afibenden soo wil- 
len wij hoopen ondertusschen 't opcomen van de robben sodanigh 
sal hebben toegenomen dat op de vanghst in de Baij niet zal be- 
hoeven gedacht te worden, waervan de gewenschte tijdinge 
nevens 't jaohtjen vol vellen metten eersten hopen te gemoet te 
zien, hiermede d' Almogende in genaden bevolen ^ide gegroet van 
UI : goede vrunt. 

Januari 1656. 

Was geieijokeut, 

Jan van Birbbkck. 
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LETTERS DESPATCHED— (row/m///v^. 



Bobben Island. 
To Sy brant ïtinokes and Willem Harmansz. 

1656. We send you 36 sheep also Thomas Christoffelsz Mulder, who 

r- is to take the place of Marten Comelisz at present on the island, 
whom you may send back, as well as a young ram when the 
Rohhejnchtje returns from Dassen Island, in order to be killed for the 
table here. We shall also expect with her the tails that are fit for use, 
but they are not to be cut off before the young sheep are old 
enough for breeding, that the tails may become somewhat bigger, 
and we may obtain a larger quantity of dripping in order to save 
butter. You shall do the same with the wethers, whose tails, 
however, you are to let grow larger, and which you shall only cat 
off when a vessel is at hand for taking them in, that they may be 
skinned fresh and sprinkled with some salt and sent over at once. 

The rams, however, kept by you for breeding purposes shall 
retain their tails. Remember this ! With greeting from your good 
friend. 

(Signed) Johan van Riemkeck. 

P.S. — You are also not to light beacon fires before vessels are in 
sight which cannot reach the road*^tead the same day and are 
kept in the offing, or unless any trouble is caused you, which has 
ere this often commended to you as a signal, as it is very incon- 
venient every now and than to send vessels over for trifies. Had 
it not been for your fires we would have waited until more sheep 
had been bartered. 



Instructions for the officers of the yacht Nachtglas^ proceeding to 
Satdanha Bay via Rv;bben and Dassen Islands. 

Slat Jan. As this yacht must necessarily proceed to Saldanha Bay for 
repairs, you shall leave wiih the first favourable breeee and take 
with you the sloop Peguyn^ calling at Dassen Island to deliver our 
letter, and should you find the Robhejachtje there, you shall at 
once deliver to her the j)rovi8ions for the seal catchers, and even 
should you meet her on the way, you shall take out of her all the 
skins she has on board, for that purpose taking her with you to 
Dassen Island, so that you may take the skins on to Saldanha 
Bay, where they are to be landed until your vessel after having 
been beached has been thoroughly repairedi when they are to be 
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taken an board again. You will also ask Jan Woiitersz wliother ^ *'**'* 
lie has any more on baud, or anything to ooramunicatc ta us. After ^^^^i j^^ 
that jou shall make use of every breath of wind to reach this, 
leaving behind you the Robbejavhtje for the nee of the weal catchers 
as long as required. 

Should you, however, not fall in with the RohbejavkiJt\ you 
eball remain with the seal eatohers at the bayt in ord<^r to take 
cftTe of their provieiona and rejsrularly fetclt water for them, tto., 
until the return thither of the Robbejachfje^ or Jan Wrmtersz may 
decide to proeeed with tliö seal oatchere in your vessel to Liassen 
Island, or do whatever else may he deemed ueeessary in the 
interest of the Company. At any rate you are ^ot to leave before 
the Robbêjachije^ H arrival, as otherwise the men left on tlio dry 
island B withoutgaliot or yacht would perish from thirst. 

Should Jau Woutersz require Jan Louys'n and Evert Jansen's 
Bervioes in addition to those of his other men for the seal fishery, 
you shall permit liim to retain them, without taking away two 
ethers in their gtea^l, for you will sTill have ite venteen left to 
bring the galiot hither. The two EnglislimeD who go with you, 
you shall put on board their own little ve8e*^l. 

In the Fort, &c., the 31st January^ 165ti. 

(Siglied) J. V. ElKBKECK. 



'o Jan Woutt^i'sz on liassen Island* 

lieoeived youn^ ot the lUth and 24th instant, and with regi-et 
h€»ard of your poor suucees in seal hunting, probably caused by 
the arrival of Uompanv's and English whips there this year, and 
their men crossing the heaeh to and fro in all directions, Ac. We 
trust witli you that seme may still be found on the islands in 
Saldanha Bay, aud tlierefore we send you in company with this 
veftsel, the Nnvhhjlm^ the little sloop Pegut/n^ aë well as the pro- 
visions mentioned on the accompanying list. We are at present 
not provided with any sails, so that you will have to get along 
with the old tent» as well as with the old whetstone which you 
havfi there, as we have only one here. 

This galiot proct^eds to 8aldanha Bay for repairs, after that she 
will iiall on you to take in oil or skins, or to be of such other 
service as may bo required. Should she, however, meet the 
Robbejachfje at Daa.seu Island, she shall take out of the latter all 
the akins oti board of her and transsliip into her alt the provisions 
intended for you* She sfiall also h:*ave the Robhejaehfjtt with you 
for sailing to and fro in v'our service. But should she have been 
despatched hither before the arrival of this galiotj you shall with 
your men proueed in the latter and the Peyuf/n to Saldanha Ba/i 
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\Cu-J6. 



^ and keep the galiot there until the arrival of the Robh^achtjey after 
31 8t. Jmu. ^hich ahe is to be despatohed hither at onoe with all tibe skins you 
have ready, keeping the little yaoht as long as you require her. 

We also send you 3 bags cabbages, 2 b^^ oarrots, and some 
turnips, cucumbers and radishes for your use, as well as the 
carcase of an ox, the half for yourselves and the Bobbefachtje^ 
one quarter for the galiot, and one quarter for the Englishman, 
whom you may give some of the turnips, cabbages, and oanots, 
with our compliments, as an act of courtesy, &c. 

Louys Bain and Evert Jansz we have placed on the Peguyn to 
be again employed in seal catching there ; also Warnar and Arien 
Foiisten. Gerrit Harmansz we have made quartermaster, as we 
believe that he will be of great service to you there. 

The Eng:lish, who accompanied our people hither overland, 
return in this galiot, in order to be placed on board their vessel 
again. It is not good that you send English people overland with 
our people, or employ them there to assist you in seal catching. 
In future you should refrain from doing so, that they may have 
less chance of observing the Company's opportunities here, and 
not obtain any advantage in the world over it ; as it should be 
our object to place foreign nations under obligationp, especially U> 
the Company. Do not forget to return each time the casks, oans^ 
and bottles. 

In the Fort, &c., the J31st January, 1656. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeeck. 



To Batavia. 
To the Governor-General and Councillors. 

jDth Maroh. The retum fleet not having as yet arrived, this will only serve 
\a) cover the annexed garden seeds, freshly gathered since the 
departure of the Hon. Kemp, and consisting of 10 large and small 
bags. We trust that they will be welcome. 

Annexed is also a list of the men discharged hence into the 
Muyden and JFeesp, 35 in number, mostly convalescents from the 
fleet of the Uon. Kemp. At present fully 20 are still in hospital, 
who when recovered will with others also be sent on by first 
opportunity. We have also, according to your orders, sent home 
some incapables in the retum fleet, in order to relieve ourselves as 
much as possible, as they caused great consumption here. 

How excellently the breeding and bartering of cattle are suc- 
ceeding you will be able to gather from the reports of impartial 
persons now leaving. We shall, however, advise you fully on 
this subject later on, as well as reply to your letters 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeeck. 
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Instructions for the officers of the sloop Bohbejaohtj proceeding 
hence via Dassen Island to Saldanha Bay. 

As the return fleet is expected every minute, with which we 
would like to send home a good quantity of seal skins ; and as we 
helieye that a considerable number is ready in Saldanha Bay, 
you shall leave with the first fair wind in order to take the skins 
thence, calling on your way at Dassen Island to see whether any 
seals are making their appearance there, in order to be able to 
report to Jan Woutersz for his information. Having been dis- 
missed by him, you shall hurry hither at once, that you may still 
find the return fleet here, into which the skins are to be shipped. 
Wish you a prosperous passage thither and back. 

(Signed) J. v. Kikhkkuk. 



15th March. 



To Jan Woutersz, assistant, at Saldanha Bay. 

We again send you the Rohbejachtje with provisions. She will 
rapidly take in such seal skins as you have on hand, that they 
may be sent home in the return fleet, expected every moment. 
Tou are therefore advised to send her back as fast as you can. 
She will also report to you whether there are any seals on Dassen 
Island ; should there be any, you may (if you have finished in the 
bay) proceed thither in the Robhejachtje and Peguyn, But to go 
to St. Helena Bay with the former, we consider too dangerous. 
It shall therefore not be done before you receive our further orders. 

When you have removed to Dassen Island, we shall be glad to 
hear of it by means of both the sloops, so that we may send you 
your necessary provisions with the Robhejachtje, 

Tou shall take no men out of the Robbejachtje on herjnresent 
voyage, as such changes cause considerable inconvenience. We send 
you as stores for yourselves and the Robbejachtje a \ auni arrack, 1 
anker half oil and vinegar, 3 casks biscuits, 1 do. rice, and a ^ aum 
of meat. 

(Signed) J. v. Riebbeck. 



To the Seventeen. 

Our last, dated 29th December, we sent you viu London, per 
the Lqvc^ a copy of which is annexed unto this. 

Begarding tne present condition of this place, the cattle trade 
and agriculture are, thank God, more than doubly sufficient and 
abundant for the refreshment of your vessels, so that this work has 
been thoroughly completed and brought to the hoped for end. 



2^h Maruh. 
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1666. rj^Q fortifications, and dwellings within them, in a square, are 
30tK March, mostly all built of brick and lime, strong and durable, so that 
there will soon be time over to make something outside of the fort 
for freemen and others, who (should you incline to make this a 
colony) are to be entrusted with all cultivation in the future ; for, 
as already mentioned, there are at present, during the whole year, 
sufficient produce in the vegetable and cabbage gardens to supply 
the vessels well and properly. Tree growing also promises well, 
especially apples and oranges from St. Helena, of which more will 
be obtained thence when a galiot is sent thither this year, in order 
to bring us the horses running there, so that we may obtain an 
abundance. 

The St. Helena pigs thrive here much better than the Dutch, 
so that we shall order some to be brought hither ; but the breeding 
of them, as well as of fowls, geese, ducks, &c., would best suit the 
freemen, as it would be too costly to the Company, which would 
require to feed men to look after them, who being merely clumsy 
and useless fellows, would take very little care of them, whilst 
others who are of a better class think too much of themselves to 
look after pigs and such things. 

And as the cattle trade with the natives is at present proceeding 
so excellently, the Company will have enough meat as well as 
garden produce, but should the Company decide to settle freemen 
nere, in order thus to reduce the number of her workmen, and 
keep a light garrison here of soldiers and arquebusiers, leaving the 
rest in the hands of the freemen, who might be used as burgher 
watohmen everywhere in the country, it would be necessary for 
her to refrain from all agricultural pursuits, that the free- 
men may be able to earn their living. Thus many men would be 
economized that are now employed in agriculture, that is for 14 or 
15 morgen of ground, already prepared, 25 men. Each calculated 
at flO per month, would cause a saving per year of f3000 ; his 
food would cost half as much, viz., f 1500, and the lease of the 
lands already previously prepared for cultivation would also render 
f 1500, or a grand total saving of f6000. And for 5 men as many 
assistants for the seal fishery as may be required, which fishery 
only lasts three months in the year. 

Against the above the lessees, who continue incurring the ex- 
penditure f or men or slaves at less expense to the Company, might 
be allowed on behalf of the Companv for every man on the v. ssels 
arriving here two stivers daily, and for that be bound to deliver in 
proportion to the number of each ship's crew an abundance of garden 
produce, including a similar quantity for the voyage, &c. No doubt 
every one would do his best in this respect in order to obtain a ready 
sale. And if it be estimated that the crews of the vessels arriving 
here would amount to G.OOO, and every ship we^re to remain here 
10 days on an average, some tor a longer and others for a shorter 
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time, the lessees would «ooure th© aforesaid f6000. This would bo 
a first Btep to sliow ther freemen how to make a living. This> 
iowerer, would afifoiHl but little if any profit to the Company, 

eeptiiig that the freeroeT!. for the proteotion of their own pro- 

rty, would assist in establishing the Company on a firm basis 
.ere, as they oould be employed on burgher guard, and a much 

lailer garrison consequently kept here, whilst youi- ships would 
abundantly supplied witli the necessary refreshments to whioh 

e coniraauder o£ this plaeo lias now to attend* The eattle trade j 
owover, with the natives, and the supplying of oattle to the ships, 

oul*l always be kept in the hand^ of the Company alone« as 
otherwise the freemen would spoil aud ruiu that business, who will be 
able to diseover sufficient profit in many other things, such as the 
breeding of sheepj fowls, geese, ducks, &o., whioh they might Sf^ll 
to private persons, besides what they also supply to the company. 
For we have already observed that muxe married persons who have 
been givon some small gardens for their exolusive use, are already 
doing well with the produce, and the breeding of fowls aud eggs, 
&e., and give particular satisfaction to the going and eoming, who 
are enabled to buy something for themselves, independent of what 

given them cm board their vessels, and are able to satisfy their 
own likings. The same result has been obtained by leashig the 
miloh oowfi, as every one can now buy sweet and butter milk, 
without distinction of persons. This does not tend a little towards 
specially refreshing and coutenting the voyagers, &c., as will be 
more ftJly seen in the Resolutions of the 1st October, which was 
adopted merely to make a trial with this special lease, that the 
Company may in cours*^ of time be benefited by it, independent of 
the profits which would be derived from supplying the freemen 
with their necessaries, and from the eow hides carefidly 

lleoted, so that in this way all the refreahments would cost the 

iompany nothing and in time leave a profit, as is already evident 
from the annual aocounts. And if the rest of the lands, properly 
prepared in two or three years* time, are then also leased, reason- 
able profits might be expected from them, as well as from the 
fisheries^ house*reuts, &e. 

Fi-om all the above, as well as from tobacoo-growing whioh 
promises favournbly, the freemen would obtain enough profit, bb 
well as from rearing pigs, fowls, &c., whioh they would sell for 
their greater prosperity, and whioh, for the reasons already 

eut ioued, would be a too costly undertaking for the Company, 
Bn<l as the attempts made have proved, not very practicable. 

It will also make a great difference to the Company when the 
officials and married servants of the Company are placed on board 
money» not only on account of the trouble of their wives and 
children, but also in order to get rid of the maintenance of their 
iervants and slaves, who now cost as much as half of the Cape 

arrison. 
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^ Through all which the Company's expenditure will dimimah 

'ibth \rarch. y®^ *ft®^ year, and all other matters prosper to her benefit and 
the special comfort of the passing voyagers. Moreoyer» it is to be 
hoped that an exoellent quantity of com will be raised here, 
(according to further experience evidently sufficient for this place), 
which might be taken over at a reasonable price from the freemen, 
and should there be a surplus, the latter might be sent to Batavia 
in the outward bound, without the necessity of an express vessel 
being despatched for the purpose. It might be stowed in the 
vessel's bread chambers emptied during the passage between the 
Fatherland and this, as well as in other parts of the shif. The 
success in iill these matters appear to us to be promising, whilst 
the garrison will be kept cheaply, so that you will hardly feel the 
expense, whilst the common people, besides the rice from Batavia, 
abundantly obtained from tne homeward bound shipp, miffht also 
be fairly well provided with barley. Salt meat and pork mey are 
already commencinfi^ to do without, and are instead slaughtering 
oxen and sheep which cost very little. You may be quite sure 
that we shall arrange everything as inexpensively as possible, in 
order to make you feel the Cape expenditure less, but at the same 
time also letting you pluck the desired fruit, on which may God 
give the blessing. 

As a further burden to the place we are sometimes loaded with 
many sick from the outward bound that have had somewhat long 
passages, but nothing compared to what we expected, as mostly all 
recover before their departure, so that we never have more than 60 
or 80 on our hands, who are always sent away with the first 
ships to India, after recovery. Very few have died ; for instance, 
this year only eleven persons both of the garrison and the sick of 
the ships departed this life ; truly a small number compared with 
former years, when the Company lost hundreds of lives on the 
outward passage and the Cape was not called at, which next to 
God is now of great service to the Company with its refreshments 
and healthy climate, as the men are as a rule so much required in 
India. 

Your orders therefore to the skippers to call at the Cape on pain 
of forfeiting the premium, are not only necessary and should be 
continued, but the penalty should even be made heavier, as some 
skippers who have great authority on their ships, and whom in 
consequence the mat^, and much less those oouncillors of lower rank 
do not dare to contradict, have more than once said that they are not 
much concerned about the premium, which only amounts to f I66|, 
and consequently is of shght consideration. A heavier penalty 
would therefore not be out of place in order to compel them 
to touch here, as the result would bo that they would bring but 
few sick here, for although they might soon reach the latitude 
of \he Capo with fairly healthy crews and a sufficient quantity 
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of water rm board to pass this place, it has alroa4y long ago l^^^- 
been found that if those peopb puAH the Cape and experienoe 25tii Mnnh 
the fiolrl tart hor south, they genemlly fall ill an<l iM^como weak, 
so that vory difficult yoyages wore usually raa^lf*, and a multi- 
tude of unhealthy people brought to lïataviti, St»metiiue8 
fikippers were inducted to tiu'n baok to the Cope, as in 1Ü54 
*^^ei;ially, when the Waku^ skipper Jnn van Aam pen, having 
reathed the latitude of the Cape rather soon, decdded to pass ; but 
afterwards finding the men falling ill in saoh numbers, he 
was compellc*d to return, and arrived here with more than 170 
sick, exclusive of ïj who had died. The Lofti/m and Gtvroonds 
Lerittr were iu no less i>light, being hardly able to furl their sails 
or cast anchor on theii' anival here. It is therefore evident that 
if the outward bound at onoe make for the Cape they would 
hardly bring any sick here, for as sourvy would he only tximmene- 
ing, it would at onee be rooted out by the daily Cape reh^eshmentB 
and the men brought to such strong health that it is a pleasure to 
aee. 

Subject to your wiser judgment, it would in our opinion not be 

out of plaoe if the return ships also received more stringent orders 

to o&ll at the Cape, as some of their skippers gladly sense on any 

pretext to pass and proeeed to 8t, Helena. To this the Company 

will lie still more fiubjeet, as the officers are obtaining certain 

information that they are to take on bfirtrJ Fiealskins here annually, 

which the home voyagers are as deairous of as seeing th^ir own 

hoart?^, as we have already mentiom^l ere this. And though some 

niaj' endeavoni' to find an exoiise here or there, it is certain, nevor- 

t)ielessj that if they only will» th(*y can always eome in here, or 

anchor before or in thf^ mouth of the bay, as will he shown later 

on, the mid bay l»eing as lieautiful for entering sucor^ss fully, 

ceordiug to the testimony of many old akippers, us an}- in the 

hole world J and if land be sighted in the proper latitude, it will 

be r^^eognized qniokly enough» especial ly by means i>f the familiar 

Table Mountainj &c,, whieh iu olear weather is visible a great 

difitanc'e off at sea. The rock JFairis (whale rock) between Hcuïbon 

Islaiid and the tail of the lion is about a small half mile (Dutch) 

distant from the Eormer, thus leaving a space of fully li mUefi 

between itself and the mainland. This we ourselvf'S found to bt^ 

the case when wl* sailed over the tU stance in a sloop (see our 

Journal of the 2öth February laflt}^ hence the danger of tliat 

^^paasage is not so great as it is supposed by some to be, who believed 

^^he wak>iê rot^k to be right in the middle of the strait, which ia a 

^injstako, aa above explain^. 
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The Hon. van Goeus, in his lettei- from St* Helena, advised uk 
amongst others, to place some cattle on that island as a further 
rt^freshment for the ships, &e. ; but this would afford greater in- 
ent to v om thi s plaoej ougitrMry to the Company *| mtegtj 



, among 
^^n^fresli 
^Bduoem^ 
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i*^. henoe with due respect to His Honour, we deemed such a step 
25th March, unadvisable, and the more so as such battle would be caught with- 
out an eye on their increase, by the English» French, &c., 
long before the arrival there of the Company s return fleets, as is 
annually experienced in the case of the pigs and oranges, so that 
the beasts would not be for the Company but for strangers. 
In our opinion, therefore, subject however to your riper judgment, 
it would be better to make such a refreshment place unfit for use, 
as then the Indian Navigation would be made more difficult to 
them (foreigners), if at the same time no disservice is done to the 
Company by such a course. 

We assure your honours, that with the help and blessing of 
God, we have a sufficient abundance of refreshments for your out 
and homeward bound ships, more than they will be able to oonsnme, 
and that all the year round, without failure at any time. The 
same excellent results have also been attained in the case of cattle, 
as will appear from our Journal ; and how could the coarse, hairy, 
bard sorrel of St. Helena be compared to our Dutch cabbage, 
turnips, radishes, yellow, red and white carrots, salad, beet, chervil, 
parsley, cress, and all other kinds of European fine greens as well 
as excellent Indian fruits, such as water melons, &o. 

Oranges and lemons will also soon be in abundance here, judging 
from appearances, besides cattle and sheep instead of the pigs 
which are to be caught on that island with painful labour, and 
when not caught cause great inconvenience, whilst here each ship 
receives its proper pro rata share of refreshments according to the 
number of its crew, which refreshments moreover are prepared 
for and sent on board of it. This is certainly convenient so that 
St. Helena may well be forgotten, whilst the plants sent out bj 
you, which arrived here in a reasonably good condition, will 
evidently thrive as a further refreshment and recreation. 

And should you remain inclined to the Madagascar trade, and 
for that purpose send us the yacht asked for, or another even mcfn 
suitable, there will certainly be some expedient found with which 
to make the English and French so odious there, that perhaps they 
will no longer be admitted or trusted by the natives, and Üius be 
kept away from the country. 

For that purpose the aboriginals there should be shown under 
our banner every friendship in the world, and on the other hand 
caused every annoyance by us under English, French, and Portu- 
guese flags, the crews being disguised in false dresses, hair and 
beard ; or such other steps may be taken as may be deemed best 
for the Company and most practicable for the injury of others, &c. 

If vessels were despatched hence to Cabo Negro and Angola fcr 
hides, elephant tusks, slaves, rice, Ac, St. Helena Nova, if not 
fortifled, might, as suggested in the case of Old St. Helena, be 
conveniently called at and ruined, and at the same time a look out 



kept for Portueuese priseee, especinlly when we obtain from you a ^^^^■ 
well armed yümt which during the weet moDeoon might be used 2ü^ Mmroh. 
with ft three- masted gal lot like the Tftip or B ren kei for voyaging 
towarcU Ma(iagiiaear» and diiring the south-eaj^t season towards the 
north to Cape Negro, Angola and elsewhere, as we share your 
Dpinion that towaKls the north a qnantity of hides, tuaksj slaTes 
and rice, &o., will be found. The passage henof^ to Angola eould 
be enaily made, as it has already been three times experienocd that 
ft vessel can always do tho distanoe from St. Helena to this in 20, 
23, and 2G days/ 

In aooordauoe with your orders we havn, ere this, had the islands 
of Tristan d'Aonnha visited by the yacht Nachtglm^ in oomplianoe 
irith a resolution adopted on this subject on the 1 1th Nov. under 
the Prmden< y of th*^ Hon* Kemp. They were, however, found 
to be ijuito barren, rooky, steep and arid, so that it would be 
unadvisablr» foi- ships to look tor a roadstead there, they being too 
rliuigerous to approach except in the direst distress for water, 
whieh might be obtained there, but with great trouble and danger, 
for tlie skippfT and mate» of the aforesaid galiot are of opinion that 
out of ten voyage's perhaps only ouo will hp suoeessful in enabling 
thö aeamen to touch there^ in consequbuce of the stormy and 
variable winds and cloudy sky, &o., as will be more fully aeen in 
our Journal of the 27th January last, a.^ woll as frf>m the annexed 
three Jouj'nals and the charts compiled by the aforesaid skipper 
and the two mates, to which we refer you. 

According to our intentions, ay well ae by order of the Hon. van 
&oens (who iilso had his attention drawn to the matter) we have 
further investigated whether the plain between Table and Falst^ 
Bays can bo cut or dug through, and the Cape thus made an 
island ; but we found this to be imnoBsible, even if millions of 
gold were expended and thousands of men employed on the 
work; hence the Hon. Oompany should at once abandon the 
project, as it would also be unadvi sable for many other reasons 
more fully stated in our Journal of the 2nd February last. Kie 
best oourae, however, wouJil be, as auggeated by you, as if you 
youraelvös had personally investigated the matter on the spot, to 
build redoubta here and there on this isthmus, which has beautiful 
pastures and is mostly always^ oeoupied by the natives with their 
cattle and consequently eaten hare. This would make the place 
more sectire^ and we would at the .name tinip remain possessors of 
the pastures. The^e redoubts might be garrisonetl by the soldiers 
who are now taking care of the cattle, or perhaps by one or two 
more, and the cattle depastured within range of the guns. This 
is as necessary as anything in th^ wrirld and may be effected at 
the least possible qq^I. 

We have had the charts of this Cape and its sunoundingH one© 
mora oarefaUy examined, but hitherto not been able to disoove? 
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16M. anything else than that the spaoeüf theneok orthe level plain between 
25k March. '^^^^^ ^^^ False Bays has been laid down somewhat too narrow, 
as it is in fact more than 6 (Dutch) miles broad ; but wheh after 
this False Bay is again examined, this will be remedied at the 
same time, just as we did in the oase of Bobben and Dassen 
Islands, whioh were cireunmaviffated with a sloop, which took 
soundings everywhere, and laid down all the points according to 
compass, as will be seen from the annexed charts. For the rest 
all is well, whilst the Hon. Herpers and officers of the Salmander 
discovered besides a very fine roadstead or little bay for large 
ships on the south side in the mouth of Saldanha Bay, in 
22 fathoms of fine sandy bottom whence they can always 
proceed to sea with every wind. Thenoe along the whole 
coast to within Table Bay very fine sandy bottom is also 
found, on 16, 20, 30 and 40 fathoms fit for anchoring in with 
safety ; but it will be better during the South Bast Monsoon for 
ships to approach the Cape somewhat more Southerly, as during 
that season the currents set in very strongly towards the North, so 
that they can approach only with difficulty. During the North 
West Monsoon, however, they can more easily approach straight 
from the North and enter this bay better than from the Soutli. 
We have also found that ships from India arriving before the bav 
towards the end of the South East Monsoon and finding the wind 
blomng rather strongly, at once, as in the case of the fVeftep last 
year, immediately sail away before it towards St. Helena, though 
they could satisfactorily anchor in 7, 8, 10, li and 12 fathoms in 
the finest sand bottom in the world, anywhere in the mouth of the 
bay, without even the necessity of making for Bobben Island or 
any other roadstead mentioned in your instructions, as the wind 
causes no seas, blows off shore and never lasts longer than three 
days, after whicli the anchorage below the Fort can be easily 
reached with any kind of breeze. This we have observed with 
many ships, and even made a trial with the galiots during the 
most violent South Easters. 

Last year we communicated to you in detail our opinion 
regarding the trade with Madagascar, giving you also our reason 
for asking for the yacht, in order with it to provision Mauritius to 
be appenaed to this place, &c. We have since heard fiom an • 
English Captain named Eduart Stanjan, who called here in 
February last in a small vessel, the Arosi/i, that the aforesaid 
Island could be navigated hence with more success and service for 
the Company somewhat lower on the inner side from the l»5th 
degree to the most Northerly point of Cape St. Sebastian inclusive, 
as there we might lie in wait for Portuguese traders trom 
Mozambique who obtain all their necessaries from there, provisions 
such as rice, beans, cattle, wax and all other (commodities, without 
which Mozambique would not be able to exist, as neither that 
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Island nor the neighbouring Mainland profluoes rice or anything 
else on which to euSaist aB a substitute for breftdj aücardtng Lo the 
information given by the skvI Eugiishmftn, who had called at 
Mozambique and Madagascar in an English vessel in August, 
1644. He wa* aecardingly of opinion that by hindering the 
provision traffic of Mowimbiqu© at the aforeaaid plaoea, the latter 
would be considerably embarrassed, as you will be able to see more 
lüdly in our Journal of the 9th February^ 1666, 

And a*s the same person believed that we would find there not 
only fairly <^tivil people, as well m a bett^^r riec atjd slave trade 
than at Antungil, *kc*, and aUo a fair quantity of amber ; and that 
un:ireoY(*r» the Portuguese in Mozambique could he oaused very 
great trouble, as they are obliged to obtain theuoe their rioe and 
meat and many otht^r commodities mostly nt*eded, we decided to 
bring it to your notice, that after careful oonsideration and the 
receipt of f mi her information you may issue auch orders as you 
may deem host in the interests of the Compauy ; that is provided 
we obtain the yar^ht, with which we might mukf- the attempt, 
when another expedition is deis patched to Madagaaemv as the 
Mozambique vessels pitieeeding thither in the raa.nnf*r men tit met!, 
are but E-mail vessels jfrom 10 to 20 lasts at tiie most, and ordinarily 
armed with one or two pederero:^, whilst some have only 7 or 8 
muekets for their defence, aud are manned by only oiie or two 
native Portuguei^H and six or seven blacks. In such vessels they 
eonvey all their rice, a large number of cattle, amber, Occ. The 
cattle are principally used for refreshing the Portuguese caracks 
and galleons, which aimually call at Mosambique for refreahmenta, 
just as our vessels do at the Gape, but whicli refreshments tif cattle 
they might be deprived of by our frt^quenting that neighbourhood 
aïid hind^^Ting their trade with Madagascar, so that, according to 
the Englishman they would be so distressed in Mosambique, that 
they would oorae to great want atjd thus in conseqiienoe even desire 
to abandon their settlement ; whilst in time an opportunity 
ra.>ght oüer itaelt to the Company easily to b(?(*ome mistress of th*^* 
Portuguese Fortress to the great injury of that nation's Imlian 
trade, as they would tlien have no ]>laGes in between at whivh they 
GOuJd refresh, whioh n e vert lifeless would be a necessity for them, a.^ 
they w^ould not otherwise he able t<ï eon tinne their voyage, in 
rtmsequence of the multitude of men which they would lose t luring 
tlie long passages. 

And though we can giiess that k*ng ere thii^ ynu have obtained 
mucli better information regarding Mt»sambique, we oould not 
refrain, as it was but a little trouble to us, to communicate the 
above to you, as tlie English Captain assure i us that what he told 
US was the truth, h^^ liaving been there in August, lf)44, so tltat he 
gave us the rej^ult of his observations For that reason he had 
wished that he had had a commission ao that he might do hËti*m tu 
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^^^' the Portoffoefle, with whom, however, EngUnd wa§ at peaoe. Had 
b Mank. ^^^^ ^^t been the oMe, he would have ventored all his probaUe 
profits on Buoh an expcNlition. Hit little vessel, very muoh like, 
the Tulp with three masts, woidd be just suitable for it as well as 
strong enough, and if accompanied by another more powerful 
yadht or handy flute, more awe would be inspired and the two 
might be employed to capture the Fortress and discharge and take 
in g0(>ds, &c., of which a considerable quantity will be obtainable 
there. (This for your information — D' adviso). 

In your private letter despatohed by the Amsterdam Chamber, 
and dated the 18th January last, you expressed your fear of an 
attack from the Portugese squadron that was to leave Lisbon last 
spring with the new viceroy tor Goa. The said Eïnglishman had 
also understood from the Portuffueee Agent in Lomfon that they 
had intended, if wind and weamer favoured them, to call at the 
Gape on their way, attack the Company's fort and plantations, 
and do as much mischief as possible, as the Viceroy in consequence 
of his victories in the Brazils has been very much encouraged and 
grown conceited accordingly, so that as we have to dread similar 
as well as French adventurers, a garrison of not less than 120 
. Netherlanders should be kept here, as otherwise we shall het subjcn^t 
to much molestation. But this number will hardily be able to 
withstand a European force, in consequence of the many spotf> oh 
which a landing can be effected, whicn could not be very well be 
prevented by so few men who would also have to guard the Foii:, 
And when once Europeans have effected a landing, they couhl, 
in consequence of the favourable conditions of the surroundings, 
lay siege to the Fcrt as they pleased, and approach right into the 
ramparts, especially during the rainy monsoon, when the ground 
is fairly soft for trenching. 

With reverence we desire once more to refresh yoiu* memory on 
this subject that we may be held blameless, if, on account of a weak 
garrison any tbiui( should befall us any evening or morning (which 
Grod forbid). We therefore submit this, subject to correction, as a 
warning and timely notice. Yea ! We should not be weaker even 
over against these natives, as from time to time they are growing 
more cunning and worse, and were it not that we carefully and 
vigilantly every flay guard the Company's cattle with at least l'^ 
or 14 and even sometimes with 20 stout soldiers, besides those who 
herd the calves, sheep, pigs, fowls, &c., in the " veld," they would 
long since have once more been cairied off by the Hottentoos, as 
they have many times attempted to do, especially Henry, Caapman, 
and a certain old Captain called by us the black Captain, who are, 
all three (although each of them excuses himself by throwing the 
blame on the others) the thieves of the Company's cattle and 
accomplices in the murder of the Dutch boy. üenoe revenge and 
their pimishment may well be kept in mind, so a^ to be taken and 




inrtintpd in n manner mofi^t serviceable and profitable to the 
Ocjnapftny* Tliie coiirse would in oiir opiuioii be fair and right 
enough, ae thieves and iiiurderers ought to be puniehed. We 
therefore need only await a favourable opportunity, namely — 
whoti it oan be done for the best of the Company and lier greatest 
sdTatitage ; for in our opinion Your Honours' uase in this matter 
ifi uifit. 

In what a ei eister manner Herry and all the other before - 
mentioned rogues endeavour to act towards the Company, jou 
may bo pleased to rea^i in our daily notea, which give all detiilsi 
as well ws our opinion for your consideratiou. It were tiierefore to 
be wiehed that we had these rogues on onr side, for we would thon 
be able U> tnule with the other nutives from the far interior, whoso 
waresi would be fairly cheap, imd with whom wt* tüniM bargain aa 
wo likeil and pleaöed. Th to we have often mentioned before and 
therefore to avoid repetition«, we refer you to our previous com- 
munications. 

Not muoh r-an bo done with tierry, as his oidy object is to make 
himself rich and a great Cajitain. as you may see fully deeuribed in 
our Journal ; howeverj according to your orders we shall act 
towards him and others with eircuras peet ion. 

Distributed among the vesaels of the return fleet are 10,^^4 2 
seal skins, accoi-ding to the annexed invoioee. The fishing was 
not Buoceasful so early this year as the year before, as the seals had 
been very muoh frightened awa}' from Saldauha Bay and BaBBên 
Island by the orews of the Sainmffnder and Wi-^yf Fnpshnd^ as well 
as by the Frenob an<l English. However, appearances lead us to 
believ<^ that next year, with Ood^s help, things will prosper better. 
But, ag^nst this scarcity of »eals you may at present place 
the conservation of the ships before* mentioned, in conse<]uencc of 
the refreshments found there, for they were full oi sick who had 
mostly all become convaiesoent before we oould render them any 
aasistance from here. This richly makes up for the loss (of seals) , 

lu future we would like to know from yon what kinds of seal 
ekins are best liked in the Fatherland^ viz., the large or small ones. 
And should the small ones realize half or a quarter of the price of 
a large one, they would be better to collect, on a^tcoimt of their 
smaller bulk and because during one season more could be pre- 
pared than large ones, whilst the small OTies are caught with less 
danger than the big ones, which bite very mm h, and oonsecjuently 
often wound the men, causing serious wounds in their Icgs^ i&c. 
The small ones have also finer fur than the large oueSj and should 
the prepared mutf skins not render 10 times as much as the others, 
they might be excused* as they require much time, as 10 other 
skiïi» can b*' prepared against one Tnuff. We therefore request your 
further orders on this subject, that we may mgulate our actions to 
the greatest profit of the Company, 
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_ Id order to carry the seal fishers to atid fro and toward» the 

2dth Muroh, T&lande^ we have liad built here a large slooj) named hy us th© 
Mübfifjückf, with a mizzeD maöt and foresail, &c. This we did with 
littk* expensi'. She carrips 6 meiij th^ chief of whom will hr> a 
third mata. This saves ub a whole gaUot, which we would have 
ha^l to keep for the juirpose, ineteai of beiug employed for many 
other purpogeg in the Company's servioo, vi^ , the frequentation of 
Madagascar and the discovery of new places like this year in the 
cai^e of Tristan d'Aeuuha. 

Wo have already meiitioued the gootl suceefis of the cattle trade 

Aiji we now have so much csattlc we find that there is very little 
jmaturü or fotwl for them duriüg the <lry &f:'asoii, so that they grow 
BO lean that some lie down for good 'm the veld through weaJcnesa, 
It would therefore be good if it could \n- so arranged that a hirge 
number of sheep are placed on Robben Island, where they gi*ow 
BB fat as pork- iM present the Corapauy ?>tiU possessee 400^ and 
should their numbers inoreast*, they would serve at^ excellent 
refreshme!:ts f">r tlie pasëing ships, and give greater satiBfaetion to 
the skippers, who can receive but very little stitiefaotion with the 
lean kine, which sometim*^s also fail them. But this cannot be 
mended as we can birter nothing else than what the natives bring 
us. We would also like to rear the young calves in the mann**r 
of the Fatherlfintl by accustoming them not to drink from the 
udder, This the old cows oannot be iiccustomed to, «nd are there- 
fore sent on board the ships. The young bulls, when castrated, 
grow ill to heavy bullocks, and when in time they become abimdant 
they niuy be salted down in winter when thoy are at their best and 
very I'at ; a suocc^ssful trial having already been made. 

In our letters of former years we advised you that the veastels 
here were not subject to the wcjrm. This is true, and is still daily 
experieat^d in the sloops which have been lying 3 or 4 yeaiB on 
the watei^ here ; on the other hand, we have fount! the worm in 
the galiots before their arrival here, very likely obtained whilst 
posaing the Brazilian ooaat. Therefore they should no longer be 
«ent hither without a double hide, as the JVacfifglm was found to be 
full of Wurm holes befure her arrival here, antl was therefore 
beached at Sal dan ha Bay in order, if possible, to bream her, 
which was also effected, as will be f^een from om- Resolution 
dated .and speuiaUy adopted by us for the piu^iosc. 

We are at present busy making a permanent jetty of stone, 
about 70 or 80 roods into the sea. Thiï? entails much labour, but 
is. nevertheless urgently neccsBary, that the men need no longer, in 
order to lead the water into the boats, ötand up to their necks in 
the Ésea, m lucii causes è^ii-knese alsos all which will be prevenkfd by 
tills jetty. 
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A fiiirlv gf^d hospital has already beeti greeted, and that the 
flick may have every ooiufort, we have appoints over it S directors 
to take proper care of as well as to luaintaiD pn)[ïGr order in, it, 
t%ü., lus you will nee from oiir ResnliitioD of the 29th January 
speoially adopted to that end, and to which we rofer you^ awaiting 
your orders regarding what you may furthor he pleased to have 
done here In the eer vice of the Company. 

In February last a French sship» nained the 8i, Gforgf^ arrived 
in Saldanha Bay. She had left Nantes 2 yeare ago on hehalf rif 
thi' Govtiriior La Miljerey, She had sailed via Madagascar to tho 
Red Sea for plunder (om te roven), with a bark like a galiot with 
three musts, which had been brought to Madagai^car ui pieoe&, and 
w£is put together then» at their Fort Toleuhaer. It was, however, 
taken f rum thi.-m h}^ the English in ih^ H«ni Sea^ and as they had 
üOnshKiuently been frustrated in their objeit, they had proceeded 
to the Lsland Sucootora, where they had obtaiaed some aloes, 
muak, and tivet, Theno<^ they had returned via Maseitrenhas ('m 
which men were stationed for planting tobattso, of whioh they look 
in 200 rolls ' to St. Maria, and thent*^ to thefr Foït Tolenhaer, 
situated 4 (Dntoh) miles from the Bay St. Lucia in Madagasoar* 
There tliey had taken on hoard 7 or 800 oowhides, a quautity of 
wax and gum, &<% As regards fuiiher partioular» and the poor 
garrison of tlie French there, we refer you to our jourual of the 
21 at February, 165t>^ so that you may be able to consider what 
benefit the Company may still in ooui-se of time dmve from that 
large island. 

Go board of the French ship was also mm*i mineral found on 
the big island. What it was will no doubt be iiiscovert*d at 
Nantes; and should it be woiih anything^ there would be a i-hauof* 
for the C'ompany to secure a sliare of it, beuause the Notherlanders 
who tr^iffic there would have a better run of cnstomors than the 
Frenuh, as will be more fidly ee^^n iu oiu* journal. 

The annexed memorandum will briefly ehow yi^u what shipe 
have been here since the departure of Be Pnn>i /^ P&ard^ which 
brought us the general despatch of the Seventeen and of some of 
the Chambers dated lasr year, and which bave, in our opinion, 
been properly replied to, whilst the orders they c^özitain will be 
promptly carried out. 

With our humblest lespeotë and greeting we commend you to 
tha grace of the Almighty and ourselvei to youi' kind favour* 

(Signed) JoHA^ VAÏ^i iClHHËKtK. 

In tbe Fort the Good Hope, the 25th Mareh, 1656, 
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Petition for the Cape : — 

2daiMaroh. Some scrubbing brushes, brushes, brooms, and turks' heads; 

also whitewash brushes, in order to keep the Company's 
storerooms and dwelling-houses clean. 

Medicines like last year, being very highly necessary for the 
sick left here. 

200 shod shovelfi, 100 do. spades, 3 or 400 dints, 2 or 300 lbs. 
coarse and fine goose shot ; cloth, serge, say buttons, silk 
ribbons, &c., like last year. 

600 pairs dry leather and 60 do. Spanish leather shoes. 

100 overcoat. 

3,000 guilders in specie. 

Brabant clover to sow for the horses. 

Paper, &c., like last year. 

10 or 12 hair sieves. 

100 thick plates of copper or vase copper, according to the 
annexed sample, of which the natives are very fond. 

6 rings thick copper wire, 50 do. thin wire, according to the 
annexed sample, with which to barter sheep, the natives 
not wishing to have the Indian " Loyang" or copper wire. 

1 or 200 Norther Ü deals with every ship for one or two years 
still, as for the men's sakes sawing is very expensive 
here, besides it being^ too difficult to do so in consequence 
of the distance and heights of the mountains. 

200 cooks' axes ; crucibles in which to melt the copper chips 
falling from the plates and other copper. 

Some red copper plates with which to patch kettles. 

100 lbs. half wax, half tallow candles, as no wax has been 
received from Batavia. 

1 haudy horse mill with its stones, &c., as to all appearance 
we shall be so far advanced next year in wheat cultiva- 
tion that it will be required. 

Necessaries for a barley mill: — 

1 i)air of barley stones, or stones with which to grind barley. 

1 pair mill stones. 

2 fine "I 

1 medium > sieve, through which to sift wheat meal. 

1 coarse J 

1 wheel with two lantern wheels, and their axles attached. 

1 dozen chisels for sharpening the stones. 

2 bushes (Kreutzen) to oe sunk into the stones. 
2 axlee on which the stones are to run. 

1 hair sieve with four full sieves ; all to be round. Two of 
them must be fine, one medium, and one coarse. 
-3 sockets^ in one of which/ the beam of the mill turns, the 
axles of the stones running in the two othei'S. 

1 barley chest with five sieves, each in its own frame. 
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List of the persons who have died in 1655, in the Fort the Good ^ 

Hope, at Oabo de BoA Esperance, of the Chamber Amsterdam : — 25th Murch 
Andriee Fransz of Wesel soldier ^ ^^^ j^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
Lourens Pietersz of Maesterlant, SaJamandfy- in 1653. 

aiaueDusier, ; 

Jan de Yos of Brussels, Adelborst, arquebusier, arrived in the 

Vogel Phenix, 1658. 
Adam Dyns of Haarlem, arquebusier^ arrived in yaoht CHdeon 

in 1654. 
Matys Lourensz of Hamburgh, young \ 

boatswain, f arrived in Uet Hof 

Cbrel Fietersz of Heylighsont, young i van Zeelant in 

boatswain, ; 1654. 

Of the Chamber Zealand : — 
Jacob van Santen of Middelburg, boy, arrived in the U. 
Louyse in 1655. 

Of the Chamber Rotterdam : — 
Bastiaan Leendertsz of Pemis, boatswain, arrived in the 
Bottei*dam in 1655. 

Of the Chamber Enckhuysen : — 

Jacob Jwisz of Amsterdam, arquebusier^) j^^ . ^ ^ 

Symon Broers of Warga, „ i croonde Leeuw 

Brommert Eommertsz of Harlmgen, [ -n 1^ 

boatswain, J ^ 

List of papers transmitted to the Lords Seventeen with the 
Malacca : — 

No. 18. Two journals of the Skipper and Master of the galiot 
Nachtglasy regarding their voyage to Tristan D'Acunha 
and their experiences. 
No. 19. Little chart of the Fort at the Cape of Good Hope 

and Tristan D'Aounha. 
No. 24. Muster roll of the men at the Cape, including the 
seal catchers, sick and others. 

List of documents transmitted to the Lords Seventeen with the 
PirovinUe : — 

No. 12. Charts of Tristan D'Aounha, the Cape, and its 
islands. 

List of documents transmitted to the Delft Chamber with the 
Phenix, 

List of documents transmitted to the Rotterdam Chamber with 
the Phenix. 

List of documents transmitted to the Hoom Chamber with the 
Gecroonde .Leeuw, 

-.list of documents trausmitted to the Enokhiiysen Chamber. with 
the Qeoroonde Leeuw, 
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Memorauduni or ioBtructions for the officers of the yachl 

Nachfghin : — 

io.')G. A.S these four French ships are lying here, and it may 

•27th March, happen that before their departure, some of the Company's 
ships may arrive on the roadstead, and not expecting them, 
may approach in an imprepared state, and thus be unexpectedly 
surprised, it has been decided for these and other pregnant reasons 
to let you leave in company with this return fleet, in order to 
cruise outside, in sight of land or further away, as the weather may 
permit, for the four return ships, still expected, and notify the bet 
to them, so that they may be on their guard and ready for action 
when entering the bay ; or should so much time have passed that 
they are of opinion that they will be unable to come up with the 
other six ships at St. Helena, you shall take over from them the 
goods shipped in them for the Cape, in order to be conveyed 
hither in the galiot. But should you find one or more of them 
before the (ith or 8th April, you shall do your best to be in ïaWe 
Bay before them, in order to receive further orders. 

And should you fall in with any outward bound vessels from 
home, you shall give them the same warning, and in order to 
suffer no annoyance from the French you shall proceed with them 
to Dassen Island, in order to bring us tidings from there, and hear 
from us in return how matters are situated here." 

In the Fort, the Good Uopo, the 27th March, 1656. 

(Signed) J. v. Uibbekck. 



To Batavia. 

7th April. Safe arrival of the return fleet on the 15th March, under ooift- 
mand of the Hon. Bogaerts. Excellent refreshments afEordei 
them. Their departure on the 28th following for St. Helena. 
All this you know &om previous letters. Also the arrival 
of four French ships, and their intentions which may- be 
gathered from the annexed letters of the general Compiii] 
to us, as well as from our despatch tj the same, dated 25th MfurolL 
from which you may gather the condition of this place, to whiot 
we refer you for brevity's sake. 

This will be brought to you by the Hector ^ the last ship of th< 
autumn squadron. 

The annexed list will tell you what ships were here this year. 

Annexed is our petitions for next year, to which we havo adde< 
lice» as their Honours at home have not finally decided to oontinii 
the Madagascar trade, and the Tulp has not yet returned theno 
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60 that we are left in ignorance rcgardiog further experienoes, &o., ^^'''^* 
all which compel us to have a care for our most neoessary 7^ April. 
provisions, in order not again, as previous to this, to come to 
want. 

The ffaliot AppeUtoom has not yet arrived, so that we fear that 
scnne mishap hfUB befallen her. According^ to resolutions adopted 
by the Broad Council under the Hon. Bogaerts, the Nachtgloi^ 
has been sent to St. Helena to fetch thence the goods, which, accord- 
ing to your later advices, have been shipped in the late vessels which 
have not called here, so that we believe that they have passed. On 
her return we intend to seud her on to Batavia, and according to 
jfoor orders also the assistant Van Heyningen, who is still away 
m the Tulp on the Madagascar expedition. 

The homeward bound left here only one servant girl belonging to 
the Hon. Bogaert named Oatrina. She will be sent to Batavia 
with the first married family proceeding thither, so that the Hon. 
Seroerius may look out for her. 

It would be a desirable matter if some free industrious Chinese 
or Maidyekers could be induced to come hither with their slaves, 
in order to earn a living, especially by rice planting. In course of 
time such persons would be able to profit considerably from it, 
provided that at first they be allowed such premiums (prominenten) 
as are customary in India, or may be arranged by you in order to 
enoourage those people and give them a chance to prosper, &c. 
By advice of Indian gentlemen who have passed here, we have 
decided to draw your attention to this matter, that you may con- 
aider it, and decide as may be deemed best in the interests of the 
Company, as rice planting is a most necessary industry, and 
abundant suitable piaces are found here for the puri)Oso. 

This vessel takes with her an Englishman who has been hiding 
in the country, out of the four French vessels mentioned. He has 
now discovered himself and begged to be permitted to proceed to 
Batavia and thence to Bantam to his own people. We have 
granted him a passage to Batavia and leave the rest to 
you He will be able to tell you all the designs of the French, 
which are especially directed ngainst the English ships wherevpr 
they may meet them. But should they fall in with a Company's 
dup and think themselves able to overmaster it, they would not 
hesitate to do so with their letters of reprisals received from the 
King of Portugal, which according to the advices from our Masters, 
they have with them. We are therefore not without anxiety, and 
hope that they will find no opportunity for such a purpose. 

For the projected jetty we are at present removing a large num- 
ber of big beams from the forest, in order to have them at hand, and 
eon vert them into joints, ribs, heavy frames, &c., so as to be filled 
with stone and sunk, as no piles can be sunk into the ground, which 
is rocky beneath tlio sand. Great labour iö required for this uo 
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1656. doubt, but when once completed, it will be a good thing, for which 
7tli ApriL '^^ would gladly have liked some assistance from the return fleet, 
but it seems that very little oan be effected with the homeward 
bound crews, so that we shall have to complete it ourselves. 

This vessel will also bring you about 30 penKms left siol 
here by previous vessels, and now recovered. About ae many an 
still in Hospital, who, we trust, will be able to follow with the next 
ships ; and as we remain burdened continually with sick, besidei 
our garrison. We pray you above all still to provide us with rice, 

(Signed) J. v. Bibbbbck. 

P.S. — On the invoice of goods received with the Hector there ii 
the following deficit: — 1 case No. 9a containing 260 flaying 
knives, 2,000 hooks, 60 lines and 1 packet half round files ; and 
another marked No. 5 containing 36 dozen flaying knives, whicl 
have no doubt been shipped by mistake in one of the earlie: 
vessels and carried to Batavia. We therefore request that thej 
may be looked for, and when foimd, sent to us by first opportunity 
as we are very much in want of them in the seal fishery, the] 
having been sent us for that express purpose ; the files b^g in< 
tended to sharpen the saws in the forest. 

Requisition for the Cape : — 

25 lasts of rice. 

25 leaguers arrack. 

20 or oO picols black sugar \ in casks or oases, as otherwio 

4 „ white „ I about | melt away and are lost. 

12 „ wax. 

2 „ pepper \ necessary for the sick, whose fooi 

12 lbs. mace / is prepared separate daily, an< 

20 lbs. cinnamon and I for whioh a ^reat deal (of thes 
some nutmegs ) oondim^its) is required. 

As changes and dothing for the men — 

6 packs guinea linen. 

2 „ Surat or <3oloonda counterpanes. 

2 ,, Baftas. 
100 pieces of variously coloured ginghams. 

2 packs tafhdhelaa, 

2 „ sail clothing. 

2 „ common and fine mouris. 

2 „ black duntz. 
150 bundles cane (very necessary). 

6 or 8 horses, if at sdl practicable, as much work is done b; 
and much service obtained from them. 

' Lost of documents per the yacht Htchi^. 
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be Seventeen per the galiot Nachtglaa^ via St. Helena. 

lir laat waff dated the 25th March and dispatohed with the 
m fleet which left 3 days later. We trust the TeeseU ha^e 
red safely, and also what was sent in them, viz. : in charge of 
tfion. Pelgrim on board the Malaccn^ 2 civet eats and 2 
iohes for the Amsterdam Chamber, and for the Chamber 
Iftnd in the care of the Hon. Bogaert, one ostrich. Distributed 
mg the undermentioned vessels were 10,342 seal skins, large, 
a and well spread ; also some muff skins, viz. : — 

In the Walvis large loose skins . . ... 2,090 

„ „ Oecroonde Leeuw „ . . . . 1,596 

Besides 3 casks with small skins • . 1,500 

1 cask with muff skins 157 

In the Pkenix 50 bundles each containing 100 

small skins . . . . . . . . 5,000 



Total ., .. 10,342 



liToioBS are annexed. Not without much trouble did we get 
in into the fleet, as every one felt disinclined to take them on 
id. Accordingly a small flute or yacht, as sugfi^ested by you 
fonr letter of tne 30th October, 1655, for conveying them over 
»ell as the train oil, should you doem either worth the trouble, 
iM not be imwelcome. Such a vessel might at the same time 
Bonployed to provision Mauritius and Madagascar, and navigate, 
mm proposed, the Coast of Angola, which could be done vory 
mmently from this ; there evidently many good slaves might 
obtained, better than those of Madagascar ; also rice which 
ra there abundantly and is necessary for provisioning this 
B and Mauritius, so long as the freemen and tlieir slaves have 
adyanoed so far that by their produce we are enabled to feed 
ialTes and so excuse the annual equipage from Batavia, which 
wder to provision Mauritius will otherwise have to be con- 
led as yet. Instead of the Talp we shall also require a larger 
it, that one may always be kept here for sailing to and fro 
catohing whales. For this more sloops will also be required, 
wainscoting if that fishery is to be taken in hand, as some- 
Mi a sloop is lost in stormy weather. An additional vessel 
lid also be provided for annually conveying the skins, &c., to 
rope, to which might be added tho ebon}' from Mauritius, so as 
anse the least inconvenient 'e to the r«^tarn fleet, wJiich might 
a, aceonling to your intentions, easily bring us the clothing 
Hired from Batavia, as the Öovernor-General and Councillors 
[ndia have begun to do this year. 

Die catching of seals has been more successful than was 
jteoted, so imX we trust that the portion which we cannot 
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1656. despatch now, we shall be able to send on a future occasion with 
Hth April. ^^^J more, if the market for it be only favourable. 

Having re-perused your letter after the departure of the return 
fleet we find that the following replies are still required : — 

Should the whale fishery be taken in hand, it will entail a heavy 
expenditure, especially as regards men, whilst a large portion of 
the train oil, which has to cross the line will be lost by leakage, 
and spoil everjrthing stowed below it. 

At least 3 sloops will be required, each carrying six men or 18 
together — 2 disembowellers, 4 blubber cutters and carriers, 4 
blubber choppers, 10 or 12 men for boiling, oasking, rolling away, 
&c — total 40 men, who are to be confined to that work solely, and 
will have to be paid on an average annually including the extra 
wages for harpooners, steersmen, line men, disembowellers, &c., 
f5,000, and for their food half as much, or a total of f7,500. 
And supposing a quarter of a hogshead realised f30, and that the 
flute brought over intact, in spite of the leakage, besides her 
provisions and skins, 250 quarter hogsheads, which would be much, 
only f 7, 500 would be realised, so that we cannot understand how 
it is calculated that so much profit is derivable from the oil that 
it will be worth while to obtain it with any profit and the express 
equipment of more than one vessel. Hence to keep so many men 
for so little, appears to us too expensive and inexpedient. Were 
this not the case sufficient oil would be obtainable with the 40 men, 
if, as stated, it could be conveyed with profit in more than one 
vessel, for in that case there would be do doubt about the quantity. 
Otherwise we can only see expenses but no profit, and the neglect 
of important matters. Hence, under correction, we deem it best, 
that for the present (as India does not require the oil, which might 
otherwise be sent thither in the outward bound without an express 
equipment), we should confine ourselves to seal fishing, and the 
collection of so many skins as may annually serve as return oargo 
instead of oil ; besides there will be the ivory to be traded for at 
Angola, which is not liable to leakage and gives off no stench or 
simüar nuisances. Thus, in our opinion, the costs will be covered, 
besides being accommodated from those parts (Angola, &c.) with 
slaves, who are as necessary here as anything in the world for the 
convenience of the freemen, and bringing more lands under 
cultivation without expense to the Company, and especially also 
for the seal fishery, instead of employing wage earners for the 
purpose. 

We would, however, make a trial with whale fishing, but as we 
have no larger vessel than a galiot, it will be very difficult to eatoh 
the fish, and all kinds oF expenses have to be incurred for the 
preparatory steps, not only for a trial, but to keep it going. 
Ae<3ordingly, for the reasons given, we shall leave it in abeyance 
until your further orders, and collect as much oil from the seals as 
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may be neoesBary for our establishment here. This can be done 1^56. 

without any appreoiable expense, and simultaneously with seal gth April. 

tishing. At the same time we shall be able to keep ourselyes 

busy with agrioulture and the erection of a large jetty, whioh is a 

big work, and will take a long time. But it is urgently neoesscuy 

as we have mentioned in our previous letter. However, should 

you notwithstanding decide on the whalo fishery, we shall, as 

soon as we have received the flute or yacht asked for, be quickly 

able in this season of the year, to obtain a good quantity of oil, as 

there are enough whales, and most likely very easily captured, 

especially in Saldanha Bay which is exceedingly full or them. 

From the officers of the previous squadron you will no doubt 
have heard of the arrival of the 4 French ships and that 3 others 
were to follow, in accordance with your advices contained in your 
general despatch, from which we also observed that you had well 
understood their designs ; and as far as we could understand them, 
it was their intention to occupy Madagascar in three places, viz. : 
on their old Fort, Tolanhaer at St. Lucia, the Bay Antongil and 
another place (ende oock daer mode), but we do not see that it 
will benefit them much, as they are provided with wholly 
unwilling, lazy, poor and very many sick men, so that, according 
to their own statement, they will, through want of sails, dismantle 
one or more of their vessels at Madagascar, and go cruising with 
the rest, espeoially against the Englisii, which seems to be their 
chief object, as far as they hinted. 

From our Journals of the 2oth-olst March, 1656, you will find 
that during their stay here, they conductcnl themselves fairly well, 
and also bow we treated them. 

As already mentioned in previous letters, the plants arrived 
here in fair condition. They nave been planted and seem to be 
thriving well. We wish you to send us some more of all kinds 
of grafted apple, pear, quince, and also mulberry trees, from which 
to cultivate silk, and also some chestnut trees, rather than seed; as 
they will no doubt thrive w<»ll here, as have been found in the 
case of 3 or 4 sent out by private parties. 

The Hector arrived hero on the 31st March, so that, as far as we 
knowy all the autumn ships have passed safely. 

There was some reason for the complaints of some, regarding 
the daily work here, but now matters have improved, as labour is no 
longer so heavy, excepting in the case of the gardenors, seal 
catchers, and sawyers in the forest, who have the hardest lot, and 
whose work might be done by slaves, if we only had them. 
These wage earners miffht be excused and sufficient slaves 
obtained from Angola. They are a fine sort, and Batavia might 
at the same time be accommodated, as according to the letter of 
the Hon. Governor General and Councilloi-s of India, the Company 
there is always soberly provided with slaves, so that they have 
been unable to comply with our requisition in this respect. 
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1656. 



Besides what we have mentioned in oar reqniêition alreadj 
8tb Apiti. dö8p^chö<i» ^^ find that westill require : — 

100 flat iron staves prineipallj for gun osrriages and wheel tires: 

1 oase with ull kinds of paints and linseed oil. 

1,000 lbs. tobaooo as before, as much rots, and is need hj the 
Hottentoos (independent of the trade), and given them for fetohing 
fuel and for other services. 

10 or 12 asses which may en passant be obtained on the islands, 
if the skippers receive written orders for that express purpose, 
otherwise they will never bring any on account of the inconven- 
ience caused by those animals. 

Also as many horses, as, notwithstanding our reiterated pressing 
requests we cannot obtain any from Batavia, without which furÜier 
cidtivation cannot be advanced, hence if this year 1, 2, or 3 were 
sent hither from Patria in every vessel and yacht, it would be a 
most desirable matter for bringing the land under proper cultiva- 
tion with freemen, or by the Company with slaves, should we have 
any, as the oxen of this eoimtry ore too wild for the purpose, as 
proved by attempts successively made, whüst to have audi work 
dono by human beings we consider too heavy and not very practic- 
able. 

When the galiot Tulp returns from Madagascar and the Nacht- 
glas from St. Helena, both will have to undergo repairs, and 
necessarily be sent on to Batavia. We shall therefore be left 
without a vessel and therefore pray that the flute or yacht, whidi 
we asked for, may be sent out in good time in their stead, in order 
to be employed in the manner already mentioned. 

(Signed) Jouan vak Bibbbeck. 

List of papers sent to St. Helena per the Nachtglas for the 
Directors and addressed to the care of the Hon. Gtaspar van den 
Bogaerde, Admiral of the Fleet : — 

List of papers sent by the same yacht to St. Helena for the 
Zealand Chamber. 



To the Hon. Qusper van den Boogaerde, Councillor Extraordinary 
of India ana Commander of the Return Fleet, anchored at St. 
Helena, per the yacht Nachtglai<, 

As the other ships, belonging to your fleet, have not yet arrived 
here, we decided by resolution on the 24th last to send this galiot 
to you in order to take over the provisions and necessaries whiok 
have been shipped at Batavia for the Cape in the vessels men- 
tioned, which have passed us. We also pray you to send i|s the 
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three other boat sails with their jibg in order to be used here for 

tha seal oatcheTs^ and in the f(>reBt, whero they are much reqiiirö*!, 

aft we have only received thoRe t>f thn^e vebsela and wit hunt any jibs, 

whioh we also now ask for, an thoy mu be nf no service to thoiii, 

Also out of eaoh Bhip*a provisioas sonie maoe, oitmamon, clo¥©s, 

and one or two bag*i of pepper, as initch is ii?ie<l up for the sick 

^eft here ; also mme pacldy for sowing, nrhir^ has been forgotten. 

f And whereas on the arrival of the Redor on the 31 st lost, we 

were informed that the seal skins reali^d muob money at home, 

we would respeetf ully remind and requi^st you to I>e pleased to have 

nn examination made on board the WaivU^ Pkpnu\ and GeetoQmir 

^Jjpeuw^ to gee whether, sUJeording to orders of our Ijorda Masters 

liey are kept properly dry^ kept properly conditioned, stowed 

^away and looked after. 

, Also to have a thn rough search made for the stowaways, viz, : — 

^^ Jan Pieterssï, S oen wat er, boatman. 

^^^^ Jan Teimisz, of Cxuinea, a black sailor* 

^^^H G^eurt van Outdoor, soldier, &o. 

^^H^ Jacob Toevoy, a mason, 

HHIIfeMor their beautiful faces, which are of little consequenne» 

^nut hecanse of the results, especially as regard?^ Jaoob Toovoy, a 
mafïon, nnd Egbert Meyndert&z* wlio repaired your Hon our*s oven, 
and liiu* b^^fnrr* his time been graciously permitted to return home, 
For thii^ ungrateful fault, he should with your penuission be lent 
back, T^n^voy litiB been stowed away hv bim on your ship, and 
therefore, wi*b an eye on the o^iusequeocea, it woidd please us, and 
be of s^Tvice to the Company, that at least tho 4 persons men- 
tinned be placed in irons and thus sent back to us. 

The skipper of the galiot has hv^w ordered to bring with him 
Sf>me apple and orange trees, l^'or that purpose he is accompanied 

^Jiy one of our garden era who baa a knowledge of these matters ; 

^^Bao to oat eh the horses that are there and bring them hither. 

^T)tir pi-ayer to you is that you may admonish him to attend to 
thi^e matters, and that with his memory refreshed he may eraplcïy 
more Beal, as the horses are of the utmost conseq aenoe to us for 
the Company's service, and tfie trees are not lesf* necessary for 
rearing, for tUo greater refreshment of the Company's ships. 



Uh April. 



(Sigue^l) JoHVN VAN BlKBKeCK. 



istriictiuns for the officers ui th(* gji,liot NmhliihuH iluring her 
?oyfLge to 8t, Uehrua. 

In ftci-ordanc* with the resolution of the Uroad Council of the 
Return Fleet adopted in our p resent -e, and dated the 24th Marcli 
last, the time fixed having expired without the appeamnoe of the 
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1666. 4 return flhips expected here ; you shall, with the first favoiirable 

9th ApriL ^'^^y whioh God graot ! weigh anohor and proceed to sea, in order 

to reaoh St. Helena m soon as possible ; and in ordef not to miss 

it, run up to the latitude 30 or 40 (Dutch) miles to the east of 

it, in order thus to make for it with a certain course. 

Haying arrived there safely, you shall at onoe deliver the 
accompanying packet of letters addressed to the Hon. Qtuper van 
den Boogaerde, Oouncillor of India and Commander of the Return 
Fleet, or in his absence to whomsoever may be found there on 
behalf of the Company. 

And as this voyage is expressly undertaken to fetch thence the 
goods shipped at Batavia in the aforesaid 4 vessels for this place, 
you shall, should the 4 vessels have not yet arrived there, and the 
other six vessels already left before their arrival, wait for the 
former at least until the first or tenth of Jime, and in the mean- 
while do your best to catch the horses, in order to bring them 
hither, as this is of great consequence to the Company here. You 
shall also bring in tubs filled with earth, as many apple and orango 
trees as you may be able to coUertt during the 3 or 4 last days of 
your stay there ; also some young pigs. We wish you a pros- 
perous voyage t/) and fro. 

(Signeil) JoHAN van Rirbkeik. 



Ampliation of the preoeding instructions to the officers of the 
Nachtgldn : — 

Hth April. Though you did put to sea for St. Helena, and met the 4 
return ships at sea, and returned with them to this place, ao 
that we have been accommodated with the goods which were 
shipped in them for us, for which purpose you had been expressly 
despatched, it has nevertheless been decided by the Hon. SaroeriuB, 
Commander of this squadron, and his principal councillors as well 
as the Commander of this place, to send you as soon as possible 
with the said galiot to the aforesaid island, in order to inform the 
Hon. Bogaert of the arrival of the 4 ships, &i\ Tou shall there- 
fore leave with the first favoiurable breeze and make as much haste 
as you can, in order to arrive there as soon as possible and deliver 
all the papers entrusted to you to His Honour. And as you will 
not be encumbered with any goods on your return voyage, you 
shall make still greater efforts to capture the horses and bring 
them hither, even if some time be spent for that purpose, as they 
are so much needed for the work here, needed as bread for the 
inouth ; also the apple and lemon trees, pigs, &o. 
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_ And in case you do ïïot - v^rtake the fleet of the Hon. Bogiiert, 

you shall remain there uiitil the aiTival of these vessel® in order to 
oarry out the iDitniotioiiB whicli C/ommander Saroerin» shall ^ire 
yott. 
L^ (Signed) Joh an van Kikbebck. 

To Batavia. 

Since our last of the 7 th ins taut, the Oraritfk^ Riiphtmf^ Enck- 

I huifêen and N. EnHfrf/nm arrived «afelj on the 1 1th following in 

oommand of the Hao . Sarcerius. They brought tiB your latter of 

1 the lut Febniary and the suppleruent to our requisition aeoordin]^ 

to invoire. We hfwi, however, hoped to recQive more rice and 

' iirrack (on? greateit want). The five ships of last year's equipment , 

«ehich you mention in jour last as not yet haviug arrived, wül af> 

iloubt have done bo shortly afterwards ; all left this with healthy 

crews, viz., the Artihem^ Sfthftwndef\ J{omn0f*ti^ Atner^fmrt and 

I How all the return aa well m^ tho outward bonud ships have 
been abundantly gupplied with all kinds ot refreshments, the im- 
partial reports whioh have reaehed yon will clearly show. Acooi^l- 
iiig to evf*ry aj*pearanoe these refreshments will, with (Jod in the 
' van, inert^ase day after day for the spe<*ial conservation of the 
, health of the «Tews. This vessel will take with her same of the 
t-onvalesoents. Tlie rest of the siek will, we trust , be soon on their 
legs, in order to follow with the next ships. 

The female slave of the Hon, Bogaert hïis been mannmitte<l by 
J hiaij and with consent of the Hon. Saroerius, has at her own 
reque^ remained here. 

rhis vessel also takes oonsigned to you a slave n.imed Abraham, 
placed in onr hands in 1693 by skipper Jan Knecht and the junior 
Eoerchant Alexander van Herten. He bad been found on the 
Mnham as a stowaway from Batavia. Aciccirding to Kneoht and 
van Herten he is the slave of Conielius Lichthart, arraok distiller 
in Batavia, We had often written tu him otïeriug to buy the 
man for a reas^mable sum^ &c*, but only lately rer^eived a reply, m 
that we intended to come to an agreement with Inm ; but a^ at 
the same time we also reoeived a letter from Bieur Adriaan van 
del" Burgh that it was his nlave, we do not know who is the real 
owner, and have thf^refon* despatched the man to you, as beiug 
also a fugitive and acoordiugly (as we think) fallen into the hands 
of justice He has been always employed in the Company^s 
service J because all the time we received no reply from Lichthart 
except now* Copies of hia and \*. d. Bnrg'ü letters are annexed. 
And as in consequence of ill health the man was unable to earn 
haJf his foodt Sieur y. d. Burgh, if the real owner, should instead 

s3 
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urn April, 



2U% April. 
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1666. of his big pretensiowB, in our t)piiiion be made to pay half of the 
2i^t ABril ^^^^ money. But we leave this to your wiser judgment. Annexed 
18 also a declaration by- the slave himself .firom v^nichit séemff.that 
he ran awav^from Liohthart's house. What the faets are you will 
be able to discover youi*selves on thé spot, as one of the two pre- 
tended owners must have falsely olaimed the man. 

How the Eliphant drifted in the roadstead between the 17th an<l 
18th instant, ran aground and was safely refloated, the officers of 
the Terthokn will be able to tell you. For brevity's sake we refer 
you to them. 

(Signed) Johan van Ribbbeck. 

List of annexures to the preceding despatch. 



To the Seventeen. 

22nd April. We Sent you with the previous ships 10,342 sealskins, and now 
we have shipped in these 4 veasels 2,760 more, or a total for this 
year of 13,102 skins. We trust that they will find a good market 
as a solace f(»r your expenses here. 

In order to be able to collect more in future we left off hunting 
.somewhat early, partly in order not to make the seals too shy, :ind 
partly because we have observed that we would not be able to And 
any room for more in thi8 year's return fleet. Hence it would 
not be out of place if they were shipped separately in a small flute, 
which might (on her return) bring us slaves from Angola, who are 
very much needed here, and may be obtained cheaply there, as we 
have been informed. 

And should you decide to have the skins conveyed to Europe in 
an express flute, it will be necesMiry at once to send us a seoond, 
in order not t^) be left here without a vessel, and to enable one of 
them to return home annually. She might thus also navigate to 
Madagascar and Mauritius in order to provision the latter island. 
She might also bring us the clothing for ourselves and Mauritius, 
which is now distributed among the return ships, and thus an 
express vessel with our supplies from Batavia could be excused 
and the return fleet relieved of the shipment of sealskins, which, 
as you rightly state, cause a great stench, and cannot be con- 
veniently stowed away in those vessels which are always so full ; 
and can acfK)rdingly be only brought home in an indifferent 
condition. Nevertheless we have endeavoured to put on board 
the ships as many as possible, and should the little flute or yacht 
arrive, there is a probability that we shall send more. 

As mentioned ere this, the Nachtglan and Tulp will, on their 
return from St. Helena and Madagascar, be despatched to Batavia 
for repairs, sp that ^ruother vtrill be required in their stead, 'but xto 
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galiot, as the gaS sail is too small and unmanageable, refusing to ^^» 
taok or turn, so that great danger is caused in consequence on this gjnd April, 
ooast, and a serviceable square sail will be far better. 

(Signed) Joh an van Biebeeck. 
List of annexures to the preceding despatch. 



To Amsterdam. 

Although wo have given full particulars of the condition of this loth June, 
place to the Seventeen, we cannot refrain from mentioning to you, 
by this English vessel, the Goodwill ^which arrived here ou the 3rd 
instant (having left Masulipatnam with saltpetre and coast cloth 
on the 26th January last), what happened here since the departure 
of the return fleet. 

The cattle trade is in a fairly desiiable condition, but Herry, 
the Caapmen and their oonfrert^s are somewhat troublesome in this 
respect, though, at present, if we only wished it, nicely in our 
power, as they are residing neai- the Company's settlement in 3 or 
4 troops with more than 200 cattle, oxen and sheep, without wish- 
ing to sell any, professing to act as brokei*s between us and the 
other natives, wno often arrive from the far interior ; and that 
they are the cause of their coming hither and that without their 
assistance no one would come down. Experience, however, teaches 
us more and more differently, viz. : — 

That they are merely seeking their own profit, without parting 
with their own (cattle) and thus to become rich in herds, whicii 
they depasture everywhere around here beside our own, and though 
we often send word to them to remain a distance off, they protest, 
for the reasons adduced by them, that they at least deserve to 
live under the protection of the Company and depasture their 
cattle, &c Sometimes also they even boldly allege that the 
land belongs to them and not to the Company, and so forth. 
For the present it will be necessary, according to your advice, to 
proceed prudently, but when the Company begins to be so abun- 
dantly provided with cattle (most highly required) it will be 
necessary to think of means wherewith all the pastures may be 
kept and preserved for the Company alone, and (iut them off at 
leaist from Herry, the Caapmen and their mates. The annexed 
small chart will show how fitly this could be done with a redoubt 
2 (Dutch) miles from the Fort on the neck or isthmus of the plain 
between False and Table Bays, and in between 3 or 4 watch- 
houses, under the protection of which agriculture may also be 
developed, triaU in which are being made this season, the success 
of which, will be communicated to you in due course. We trust 
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1666. that the oropB will not be so expoBed there to the violent south- 
loth June, ^^'^^i* ^ ^^7 c^^ here, and theorefore believe that they will do 
well. This we ako wish, and therefore request you to send ns in 
addition to our previous requisitions 3 or 4 large casks of ffood 
fresh rye seed, 3 or 4 do. oats, and 3 or 4 do. horse beans, wnich 
will from all appearances succeed well. But you will be pleased 
to send them as well as the plants ordered by us with no other 
than the winter ships, which leave home about Christmas and 
arrive here at the right sowing time, in March and April. The 
seed will thus be newly gathered in the Fatherland, and arrive 
here beautifully frosb in the most suitable season for being put 
into the earth. All that is sent at other times of the ^ear we 
found to be wasted money and trouble. 

Wheat and barley, however, we hope to be sufficiently provided 
with from our own production, as the crops are looking fine, so 
tliit the little horse mill may well be sent us. 

The Martiaique tobacco at 9 stivers per lb. received with the 
Dolphyn and ELector in oannisters and in such thick twists arrived 
in excellent condition. We found it to be of the right sort for 
these natives, who are so eager for it that sometimes we have 
already bartered sheep for some without the addition of copper. 
Apparently it will be the cause of our obtaining much cattle 
during the reason when the natives come down, and we therefore 
request you henceforth to send us the same and no other. 

Also some grouud nuts in a case with sand or earth, and some 
dry in a bag, as well as some seed in order to succeed in one way 
or the other. 

Some Tarragon plants ; all kinds of grafted cherries, ehestnutü, 
plums, peaches, quinces, medlars, and apple and pear trees in 
boxes, as we find from 3 or 4 sent by private persons that they 
thrive excellently here. All if possible to be sent with the winter 
ships for the reasons stated. 

Vines also promise well ; also the currants and gooseberries, but 
what will be the result in the case of the straw-and blackberries 
we are not yet able to tell. The Fatherland oak trees seem to 
succeed well, and the St. Helena apple and lemon trees exoellenüy, 
as well as some Indian ones grown from seeds. At present there 
are already about 70 small trees gi-owing beautifully, some of 
which are already 4 or 5 feet high. Every day we are expecting 
4 or 500 more with the Nachtglas, in order to cultivate them here 
abundantly. 

What success the Tu/p will have at Madagascar we cannot as 
yet tell, as that galiot contrary to all expectation is still staying 
away and commencing to cause us some anxiety. We hope for 
the best, however, and that taking it at it« worst (having left thence 
too late in the season) she has been forced by stormy weather to 
return to Madagascar and winter there. 'This we should know in 
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November or December next, otherwise she must have suffered ^^*^- 
disaster, which may God avert ! In the meanwhile we in conse- iq^ j„ne. 
quenoe remain destitute of a vessel, as the Nachtglan^ immediately 
after her return hither, will be despatched to Batavia for repairs. 
If the little Tulp had returned in time, we would have considered 
the advisability of making an effort towards Angola, which will 
now ha\e to be deferred until we have obtained from you a suitable 
flute or yacht. Our opinion, confirmed by the experience of various 
seamen, is that Angola can be very easily reached by a vessel from 
here ; and as a yacht must be annually desi^atohed from Batavia 
expressly to provision Mauritius, this might be more easily and 
less expensively done by one and the sjime flute or yacht from 
here, which might touch at Madagascar on the way, so that the 
express vessel from Batavia could be altogether dispensed with, as 
ere this fully pointed out. An eye might thus also be kept on the 
French at Madagascar, so that the expenses of the voyage, besides 
the rice trade, could be (covered by conveying hither ox hides 
abundantly obtainable there. And because Governor Lemeljery 
of Nantes attends to this business so earnestly and supports it so 
thoroughly, we are induced to believe that there is more in it 
than one as yet knows ; and as we have pointed out above, this 
might annually be spied out en jxixmnf from this place, as well as 
what the Portuguese are doing on the N. side of the island, con- 
cerning whom we have given detailed particulars in our former 
letters to which we refer you. Annexed is a memorandum of the 
chief sureeon of this Fort, named Comelis Bosselaer, showing 
what memcines were missing in the new chest lately received, as 
well as a list of what is annually required for the sick (.continually 
arriving here. We beg that they may be sent to us as well as the 
neoessary instruments to be permanently kept here; a fine compact 
shop or apothecary having been established in good order and 
apait in one of the brick houses within the Fort. What rules 
have been drawn up for the hospital and the greater <x)mfort of 
the sick you will be pleased to gather from our annexed resolutions. 
The '* Vigoeni " hats were very much damaged in the case 
and found to be mouldy, evidently because the case had stood 
on too damp a place. This we mention to remind you in future 
to bear it in nund that the skippers are made to stow their cargo 
somewhat drier. Nevertheless they are distributed on accoimt at 
five reals each, and also sold for Ciish. According to your orders, 
all other European wares are sold at a trifle more than oost pricey 
thouffh in our opinion some articles, that are cheaply priced, might 
well be charged a little higher in order to find some profit out of 
them for the Company to compensate it for its expenditui^e incurred 
here, but as you havo ordered us in your loiter of the I5th April, 
1654, to sell the goods according to invoices reoeivod, we shall 
continue to do so until your further order:?, wliich we re^spectf ully 
aak for our piore certain information and guidance. 
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I6ó6. Xn the oase of the Indian olothee we regulate ourselves aooording 

loth June. ^ *^® Batavia custom, so that they already bring some profit in 

the Cape books, and if the European goods were charged here as 

high as in Batavia, the profits would become much larger, for a 

solace as above stated. 

Considering the great encimibrance caused to the return fleet 
annually by bringing us our provisions from Batavia, some being 
of great bulk, such as arrack, of which at least 25 leaguers are 
annually required as rations for the men, and which give greater 
satisfaction than Spanish wine (notwithstanding the latter is more 
expensive), we decided, in order for the present to relieve your 
return ships of this enoumbrauoe, to propose to you to send us 
from home 12 or 13 leaguers of braudy, instead of the 25 leaguers 
(»f arrack from India, and which would not cost much more than 
llie arrack, as 2 leaguers of the latter cost as they are sent over to 
U8 Rds. IbO, whilst one leaguer of braudy, we are certain, if 
obtainable in a somewhat reasonable market, would not cost much 
more, so that instead of 1 " mutsje " (wine glass) arrack or wine, 
half a ^' mutsje " of brandy might fairly be given the lower ranks 
here as their rations in this cold climate, and received by them 
with contentment, as it is about 3 times as strong. Your opinion 
on this subject we shall be glad to know. 



(Signed) Johak van Uiebeeck. 



A Postscript to the above. 



June. As the Englishman remained a day longer than we expected) 
we decided to communicate to you a matter which we forgot, viz., 
how in our previous letters we mentioned that some will very little 
mind the trifling penalty of forfeiting the premium by passing the 
Capo and not calling here. We rememoer how dkipper Dirck 
Kiiibber of the Orangie on his outward voyage passed the Cape, and 
nevertheless obtained the premiimi in Batavia. This he divulged 
here, and will no doubt do so at home also, so that many, as before, 
will each time fearlessly pass by, with the result that in consequence 
of the Cape not being called at, many of your men, to your great 
dis-servioe, will be lost. In order to prevent this, your Honours nave 
at very considerable expense fortified this place, and successfully 
ordered that agriculture, &c., which are developing excellently, 
should be promoted with all zeal, and which we have not neglected 
but endeavoured as much as possible to attend to before every- 
thing else ; so that when the ships do not call, all your expense 
and labour, especially your own latherly care for the oonservatioB 
of the health of your servants travelling to and fro, and who are 
needed for the necessary service of the Company, will be in vaiu. 
JJot that i'or auy other cousideratiüu we would like to have the 
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ships here, as we would be able to provide ourselves with rice ^^^'* 
sufficient for this garrison out of one ship annualij arriving here 12th Tune. 
from Batavia, and many arrivals only bring us great trouble, 
because of the diversity of tempers of some of the officers whom it 
is hard to please. However, we do not permit this to worry us, 
so long as we can render you the proper service, which is our 
principal object, in order to win your favourable disposition 
toward ourselves ; this is our private consideration, and we have- 
no other. 

(Signed) Johan van Eiebeeck. . 

Further requisition for the Cape : — 

3 or 4 large tuns rye \ 

„ „ „ new oats I for sowiug. 
„ „ „ horse beans ) 

Some ground nuts in a case, somewhat dry, as well as some 

seed. 
Some Tarragon plants. 
All kinds of grafted trees as specified in our letter. 

1 dozen good Fatherland ewes and 2 or 3 rams, to be distri- 
buted among 3 or 4 ships for breeding here, as we find that the two 
which we have here give as much milk as, aod more than the cows; 
so that they jnay ofter us great facilities for making cheese, and 
be kept for that purpose alone, and for multiplying, as we can be 
sufficiently provided with Cape sheep for the purposes of refresh- 
ment. The latter ffive hardly any milk, so that it is not worth while 
to start cheesemakmg with them, according to trials often made. 

2 or 3 ''inges})renghde" fine sheets among those already asked 
for. 

And of the silk stockings — the half black. 

You will be pleased to supply us with no less shoes than 
asked for, as the men are very much in need of them, and they 
rapidly wear away. 

The garter and shoe ribbons, as well as the fine and false 
(imitation gold) buttons, may this time however be excused, as the 
lot received last will serve us for another year. 

6 lbs. sal ammoniac. 

List of annexuros to preceding despatch. 

^ - . IS'ü. 3. Srcall chart of the Cape lauds (Landery^n). /.--i •_. 
No. 6. liist of medioinee required. ^ . 
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Memorunduiu for the officers of the Robbejaefitjey proceeding tia 
Dassen Island to Saldanha Bay. 

16Ó6. Besides some provisions we have placed on your board 86 lbs. 

üthTiüv. oopp^r ^re and 25 lbs. plate copper in 20 plates, as well as 2 rolls 
of tobacco weighing 12| lbs., and half a gross of pipes, to be 
delivered to the assistant, Jan Wouters, for traffic at Saldanha 
Bay. You shall therefore avail yourselves of the first favourable 
breeze, in order to reach him without delay at Dassen Island, 
where he is at present. And that you may not miss him you 
shall keep a continual lookout to discover whether he is not on the 
way hither with the boat. And should you, notwithstanding, not 
fall in with him or not find him on Dassen Island, you shiul not 
proceed further, but return hither. But should you find him you 
shall deliver the goods and our letter to him, and for the rest, 
follow his instructions. 

(Signed) Johan van Bibbebck. 

P.S. — When you return you are to take away all the fowls from 
Biobben Island, and bring thence no more dieep than must be 
sent hither, as our sheds here are not yet large enough. 



To Batavia. 

loth July* Our annexed resolution specially taken on the subject will 
inform you why we decided to despatch the galiot Nachtgh* 
(wliifli returned hither on thi» 5th instant from St. Helena) via 
Madagascar and Mauritius to Batavia. The instructions to the 
officers will also do this, so that we timply refer you to them for 
brevity's sake, in order not to hinder you in your weighty business. 
And whereas the sewinc; silk from Batavia is so expensive, via., 
Kds. 10 per catty, thus heavily loading the accounts of the lower 
ranks ; and whereas we have been abundantly provided with the 
same article from home at half the price, we return the parcel 
unopened and just as we received it, as you will find froin the 
invoice annexed. 

Annexed is an ampliation of our requisition sent ere this. We 
respectfully request to be supplied with the articles (by next 
opportunity if possible), and if practicable, to send us only once a 
horse in each return ship, as otherwise it will be impossible for u£ 
to render service in future to the Company in the matter of agri- 
ctdture and its development, which has been so uontinually and 
earnestly commended to us by the Masters ; for to plough with 
oxen and have the wagons drawn by the same (to bring on timber 
and fuel, as well as manure from many places where the 
Ilottentoos have squatted with their cattle to the lands, as well 
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as stone and briokfl for the jetty, Ac), tas hitherto not been smooth ^ * 
work, as we have written ere ikis. It is also plain that if only for isth July, 
this once every return ship were encumbered with one horse, it 
would be the right course to relieve the return ships shortly after- 
wards, and once for all of brinring us every year 30 or more lasts 
of rice, besides beans and cadjangh, as we hope within a year cr 
two (if we only obtain the horses) to get so far into corn, with 
the blessing of God, that we shall not only have enough for this 
establishment and Mauritius, but also some over for Batavia, 
ttcoording to appearances which are beginning to be ver^ favour- 
able. We therefore beg you to accommodate us vnth those 
animals, as well as some fresh pady, as mentioned in annexed 
requisition. 

You are, however, not to send us " loyanghs " or " boulons," as 
the first named is not desired by the natives, who prefer Dutch 
copper wire, with which we are at present well provided. As 
regards the '' boulons," they are not strong enough as clothing for 
the men, &c. 

The officers of the Naehtglm^ which takes this, have been 
ordered (as they are to search for the Tulp at all trading stations 
on Madagascar) to barter en pa^tsant everywhere as much rice, salt, 
wax, beans, and cadjangh as possible, in order to provision 
Mauritius en passant with the same. Leaving that island for Java 
they will be able to render you a statement of everything (or in 
case they are unable to reach Mauritius, they will be able to bring 
the rice to Batavia and thus cover the costs of the voyage). We 
trust, however, that they will be able to provide that island on 
their way, and thus excuse an express vessel, whii^h would otlier- 
wise be necessarily sent thither next season. For the purpose of 
barter a small cargo has been entrusted to the skipper, Jan 
Sleutel. Bee annexed invoice. 

(Signed) Johak van Kibbbeck. 

Ampliation of the requisition already forwarded to Batavia. 

1. One packet finely bleached ginghams, for the accommodation 
of the married officials in their households. 

2. One do. Bengalese Taffachelas, as upper clothing during the 
warm season for the lower ranks. 

3. Two do. Salampouris forgotten before. 

4. Some fresh Temate or Java i)ady, which, as wo have been 
told, thrives with very littlr trouble on dry ground, but is 
planted in the rainy season. It may be cultivated here without 
mabh trouble; at least, a trial may be made. 
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To Madagascar. 

To the junior merohant, Prederik Verburgh, and offioers of the 
galiot de Tulp, Written per the galiot Nachtglm, 

1656. This will be brought by the Nachiglas, destined to Batavia. 

i5th"juiv. ^^^ *^ ^ ^^^ great anxiety you have remained away so long 
with the Tulp, she has been ordered to proceed via Madagascar 
and Mauritius, and en passant call at all the places which you 
may have left or by contrary winds been compelled to leave to nnd 
winter quarters somewhere. She will have to discover when yon 
left your last place of call, and for that purpose will also call 
at Mauritius and thence proceed to Batavia, so that we may at 
the latest receive information from you per return fleet. 

And as we have been informed by Frenchmen (who have called 
at Saldauha Bay) that by the bursting of 2 pieces eleven of your 
crew had been killed or wounded, this galiot has been strengthened 
with 25 men, in order — should she meet you and you may require 
assistance — to give you 8 or 10. Shoiild, however, this not be 
necessary, you shall let them remain in the galiot to proceed in 
her to Batavia. 

And as it is our hope that the Tulp will be found in one or 
other harbour, probably full of rice, &c., and that in consequence 
of the violent gales in the neighbourliood of the Gape, you have 
been compelled to winter in Madagascar, before being able to 
return hither, we would not deem it strange if in the meanwhile 
you conveyed 10 or 12 lasts of rice to Mauritius, either per the 
Tu/p or the Nachtglats, We however think it better that it should 
be done by the latter, which can then cross over to Batavia and 
there report. At Madagascar, as you are passing the winter ther?, 
you may be able to obtain more rice instead. In the aforesaid 
ease, you should also send away some beans, cadjangh, and wax, 
that is, if you can obtain more by barter to replace what you send 
away, reporting everything to Batavia, to the Governor-General 
and Councillors of India, who will no doubt be satisfied with this 
course, as in our opinion a great service would thus be rendered to 
the C!ompany, as probably in consequence an express from Batavia 
might be excused, which would otherwise be required to provision 
that Island (Madagascar}. In the same way the officers of the 
Nachiglaa have been ordered to obtain everywhere as much rice, 
beans, cadjangh, salt and wax as possible, in order to convey the 
same to Mauritius. Should therefore, when she finds you, that 
vessel have obtained enough, you may retain what you have, and 
as soon as possible despatcn the Nachtglm with her rice to Batavia, 
with orders to reach Batavia in good time. You on the other 
lyuid shall seize the first opportunity to make for the Gape in the 
jfWjjpj^but in case that vessel has sufiered disaster or has been 
wrecked, which God fojrbid 1 you.niay in that , case mri^e |pr the 
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3apc in the Nackitjim^ or j^-roóeed in \\^'V to liatuvia, whouoo witli 
[the pennLËsiün of the G^oTeroor-ïteneial aad Counoillora ol India, 
'you may return hithet in tJi*^ retuin fleet. All wtiieh is for the 

bdtt ,of the Comptmy left to thi^ ditioretion of yoiu'self and your 

■Bhip*s counoil (wlio are on tho sfH^t), that you may discuss the best 
GoiirHe to he adoptt^l. Should the Ttilp i-^qtiire au_>' üordago, the 
Nmhtgh^^ having liiti^ly urri^'ed from home, is doubly provided, so 
that hy viilut* of this, yon niav take out of her what you requin?, 
but with anch reasonableness that the other is not left destitute* 

We have shipped for you in the galiot a half anm Spanish wine, 
ooe " high cow '' and two t^we^t milk oheesee. Were we certain 
that she would find you we wouUl have shippe*! more provÏBiouB in 
her. Yoti c^n, however, take these provisions out of her and use 
them properly. 

^ (Signed) Johan van Eiereeck. 

To Hauritius. 

To the jiiaior Meiehant Maxiiniliaen d© Jongh and the officer» 
of the Company's fortress and efltublisbment tliere, per the galiot 
Nnvhtgimy written tm Madaga8oar, 

The Teasous w^hy we hare decided tf) deapatoh the NaehUjltm to 
Batavia ina Matlagasctir and Mauritius, you will be able to gather 
from the annexed Ili^solation and the reports^of the J^kippers, who, 
in onler to strengthen our Oouncil we gave session at the board. 
We hope that he will find the Tnlp with you; but should this 
not huppen, he is oi*dere^l 1o depart from you for St. Maria and 
Ant on gil, in ord^^r to search for her there also. We hope that 
be T^Hll hear of h«0' H<)nn"how. You will be pleased therefore to 
give him as mueh as possible a helping hand in the discharge of 
his duties, that hi? may as soon as possible and in good time reaoli 
Batavia, This will be of service to the Company and a favour to 
oiu'selves. 

The books of the NachtgkH acofjmpany the skipper open and 
with their proper balances, so that should anything htippen, men 
have to l>e tnin.sftn"r*^d, or iu oase of deiiths, \'ou or his book-keeper 

■tnay each time enter the event aud strike the balance {as has been 
done now), as we can spiu'e no clerk here for keeping the b<j oka 
during the voyage. As w^e have no further matters to mention, 
we shall break i\il abruptly, 

(Signed) JuHAN van Bikhbi^ck: 
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"J Inetpuotions for the officers of the galiot N'achtglas, lying ready 

^ ^^^* to leave this for Batavia, ria Madagascar and Mauritius. 

You are fully aware cl the reasons why you are to voyage as 
ordered, having been personally present at our Ooundl boards 

You are accordingly to leave with the first favourable breese, 
taking your course direct to Augustyn Bay, aooording to your 
own suggestion after consulting your charts, the winds, seasons, 
&c. This bay is situated on the inner side of Madagarioar in 23| 
S. latitude, and there you shall inquire after the Ttup, which con- 
trary to expectation has not yet made her appearance, so ibêt we 
hope that the worst that befel ner is that she endeavoured to retuni 
hitner too late in the season, and was obliged to return to pass the 
winter there or somewhere else, until the S. Bast or summer 
season. 

Should you therefore not find her there (for in that plaoe there 
dwells a very faithless natiouj so that you are to be particularly on 
your guard there, as well as at St. Lucia and the Rivers of 
Monamboolo), you shall proceed along the south of that large island, 
as the Tulp did in 1654, towards the E. side to the Bay St. Lucia, 
where, not far away from it, the French have a small fort, on 
whom, as they are not far off, you are to keep a watchful eye in 
order not to be surprised by them under one pretext or another ; 
for you are to be as quick as possible in obtaining news of the 
Tuip; wherefore (as you know) it has been decickd thai you 
should cross over thence to Mauritius to discover whether she may 
not have proceeded thither for more assistance. Thenoe (not 
having obtained any tidinffs of her) you may easily r^um to 
Madagascar in four or five days, as some Frenonmen liave told m 
that mey had left some of their men at Antongil Bay, on their 
way to the Hi vers of Monamboelo to barter rice. Some information 
should therefore be obtained on this point also, especially on the 
Island St. Maria, lyinff obliquely before the said Uivers, and at 
which the Tulp also oalled for trading purposes, aooordinf to new4 
as above. But when you have visited all these jdaoes and have 
obtained no tidings of them, you may continue yov voyage to 
Batavia. 

In Antongil Bay you will find an interpreter who speaks Duiob 
perfectly and will give you every information. Henoe you shall 
not neglect to proceed thither from Mauritius, should you not in 
any of the aforesaid places obtain any sufficient news for a proper 
report to the G-ovemot-G^neral and Councillors of India, so as to 
enable the latter to communicate your experiences to our lords and 
masters at home, that the latter may not be induced aft er war A » 
to send out an express expedition for the purpose at great eest, 
which can be now avoided by calling with this yacht at the {daeëi 
mentioned in the course of her voyage. We therefore n^oet 
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eftineÉitly commetitl this matter to you, with express protoit agaiimt 
all c^sts, damages, hindraiitien and moonvenieuoei which the 
Company may Buffer throuEh your negli^oee and witboiLt 
9iifiieieiit eaii&c Ami i^ymi should those at Mauritiufi endeavour 
to dL^uadö you, or havo anything again.'^t your miision» it 'ib out 
order neverthelesö {subjcot to our protest as above) that you shall 
adhere to thoee instruotioos, m should you oontraveac^ them every- 
thing will be left to your atM.«ouot. 

And whereaSj besides an abundanetj uf refreshments;, you will 
be able to bart-er rioe, wax, beans and «adjaugh in Augustine Bay, 
and abo salt, which is viay umch in demand at Antongil, and 
may be *^xohanged there for rioe, you s^hall do your best to provide 
yourselves with tbeue provisions on every spot, without unneoes* 
aarily delaying your voyage, so that when you eross over from 8t, 
Liieia Bay to Mauritius the Company's establishment there may 
be well providinl by you, and the Öoveruor- General and Counoillors 
of India being informed oi' this, may hf able to relieve the return 
flec't of sueli ao additional iuorease of tiargo. And should you not 
find the Tulp at Mauritiiis uLso, and be, as aforesaid, obligod to 
t}TOm over to Autongil and the Island St. Maria, as well as oall at 
the rivers Moenamboele (pointed out to you in the charts) where 
raui'h rice can be had, you shall obtain of the latter as much as 
you <'an at the pla^'OB mentioned, and endeavour to reach Mauritius 
with your cargo, in ordti* io udd a further supply to the provisions 
there, ami so bring it al>ont that it will not be lu^oossary tor their 
honourA in Batavia to send aji express vr'ssel in that island this 
season. This would do a great service to the Com[*any, as n whole 
ship's hold woidd ho thus economised- This matter is tlierefore 
the raoie earnestly <-oramend«^d to you, :^o that, af^.er having dis- 
übarged at Mauritius, you may jirooeed to Batavia. For all whieh 
may ihe Almighty grant you good fortune and proBperity» to 
whom^ guidance and prosperity we oommenil you. 



(Bigneti) J. v, Riekf^eck. 



^liist of annexures to the preceding despatch. 

List of doeumenti* forwarded to Sieur de Jongh and ofEeers 
Mauritius, 



at 



Mhn. 



.latli July. 



LiLBt of doeaments addressed to Sieur Yerburgh at Madagasi^ar. 



To Batavia* 

Our last was dtited ihe l-Jth Jidy la^t, and aooompanied by copy 

fif our letter to thr Seventeen aketohing the stat*^ of affair» here, 
and enabling as aecordingl}'- to n:ake thia letter sliorter. We also 
send oopy of anotUer letter to the Directors dated tOtb June last, 
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1656. aïj(j despatched in the Eiii^lish vessel, the Chod WiU from 
uthliw, Masulipatnam with a oai^ of saltpetre and coast oloth. 

Ships amvald. Two small yessels, the Wachter and Waeckende 
Boey left the Vlie on the 11th April last, and brought us verbal 
news that the Öon. van Qoens (accepted as ordinary oouncillor by 
thé Seventeen) would soon follow. ... 

We humbly pray you. as we did in our previous letter, to send 
us only one horse with each return ship or yacht, viz. : mares for 
breeding, as without horses we cannot carry out what is so 
urgently commended to us by our masters, mostly in all their 
letters, regarding the promotion of agriculture. They would be 
the right means for excusing the return fleet from being 
encumbered with such large quantities of rice for us, as by drawing 
the i^lough they would help to further agriculture and satisfy oar 
wants ; but as long as we do not obtain any horses this will be 
impossible. We therefore, as before, respectfully ask you for 8 or 
10, after receipt of which we do not hope to trouble you again. 
The 7 or 8 which we already have, have been thoroughly done up 
by the work. 'Tis true that we have bred 2 or 3 young ones, 
but these will not be able to work for another 2 or 3 years, whilst 
we would like, before our departure, to bring things so &r, that 
this place may be able (as regards grain, &c.,) to feed itself. We 
see a chance of doing so, witn God in the van, if we only obtdn 
horses, hence our humble prayer is the more earnest, for the more 
horses we get, the more probability th^re will be for us of growing 
an abundance of com, as there is no dearth here of suitable ground. 
We are by no means without hope that if this place wore 
sufficiently provided with horses, it might in course of time become 
a tolerable food chamber for India, as regards com and rice, 
especially when affairs have been placed on a proper footing by us, 
and are seconded with freemen from home; but before the Company 
makes a trial at her own cost (as we are already doing), and sends 
a sufficient nimiber of horses, no one dares to beoome a freeman, 
as nothing can be done in agricultiure without slaves and horses ; for 
the latter will have to convey hither the fuel from the forest about 
3 miles away, which is getting very soaroe in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and we have to pander too much to the Hottentoos for suoh 
rubbish (vodderijen) by filling their stomachs, which causes great 
consutnption, &c., but which will not be necessary when we bave 
obtained horses, and, as already said, the Return Fleet would no 
longer be encumbered with provisions for us. The skippers, 
Pieter Jonassen and Cent Hamers who take this, have seen our 
need of horses, and therefore promised, when they appeared before 
you, to recommend these matters, and should they return hither 
with the Betum Fleet, will each of them bring us 2 or 3 horses. 
They also declared that the animals would not oause any hindrance 
worüi mentioning, at least less than that caused annually by (he 
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quantity of rioe to be brought to the Cape, which would soon ^^^• 
cease after we have obtained the liorses. Two or three free 14th Aug. 
Mardycker families would also be very necessary here; they 
would be able to earn a living by washing, to the particularly 
great comfort not only of the people of the Fortress, but also of 
the passing ships, who are often much iu want of such accommoda- 
tion, so that such washers would derive much profit from their 
work, as the Netherlands' women, however himible their condition 
may be, when once outside their Fatherland, consider themselves 
too good (genereus) and precious (waartlig) for such' work. . . . 

(Signed) Johan. v. Rieberck. 



To Batavia. 

This will be taken by the Pari which received her despatch on . . Aug. 
the 23rd instant (August). ... As we have heard that the 
Batavia gardens have hitheito not been provided with artichokes, 
rosemary, carnations, and borage, &c., as the seeds cannot very 
well be transported in a fresh condition to India ; and as we are 
here already fairly well provided with them, we have sent you in 
the Pavl^ in the care of Pieter Jonassen, 1 tub containing 
artichoke plants ; 1 ditto with rosemary trees, and 1 ditto with 
seven carnation stools in small cane baskets, and packed in soil. 
Between them are some plants of borage and blue flowers (bleuwe 
blomties) which are added to cabbage and other kinds of lettuce 
for taste and ornament. 

We intend to provide you with one thing and another by all 
ships, and which we think that Batavia not yet possesses, and we 
have an abundance of. Especially within a year or two we shall 
also have currants and blackberries, &c., obtained from home and 
already fairly thriving. We hope that if sent hence in the cold 
season they will reach you growing, just as they arrive here from 
the Fatherland. You will be pleased to remember to scatter the 
soil in which the borage has been planted over a small plot, as 
during the voyage the seeds will drop, and may, in the manner 
suggested, spring forth. 

In the Pari we missed 4 packages in mats marked M.M., N.N., 
0.0. and P.P., containing 50 copper vases or yellow plates for the 
Cape, according to invoice received. We mention this to request 
you, that should they be found when one or other ship is being 
discharged, to send them back to us with the return fleet, as 
otherwise we will be very much hampered in our cattle trade. . . . 

(Signed) J. v. Riehepck. 

List of annex ures to preceding despatches sent with the H, 
Louyse, 

List of annexures to preceding despatches sent with the ParL 

T 
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To Sybrant Riackes and Willem Harmansz : written per Rohhé» 
J ach f jen, 

1666. You shall deliver to Qerrit Harmansz 20 of the oldest sheep or 

25thAujr. ®^®^ which are past breeding and no more fit for that purpose ; 
should there be more you must send those also. 

We believe that the sheep, if not driven into a kraal for the 
night, will become too wild. Hence in our opinion thev should 
every evening be confined in a stable or kraal ; and if the latter 
be too small, you may enlarge it with bushes and briars, and make 
a separate shed for the young ones, just as the Hottentoos do. 
With this we commend you to God in grace and salute you 
heartily, &c. . . . 

(Signed) Johan van Birbbeck. 



To Batavia. 

•20th Sept. Refer you to our letter sent by H. Louyae and Pflf/7, from which 
you will gather our lu-gent appeal for horses — your last letters 
mentioning (for reasons adduced, that it was hardly possible to 
send any) that you had already boen of intention to abandon the 
idea. But as from the letters received afterwards from the 
Directors we gather that the latter are much interested in the 
development of agriculture, and sent us accordingly ploughs and 
haiTOWS, &o., which cannot be used without horses, so that the 
cultivation of the soil cannot be effected, wo are compelled under 
the circumstances, to renew oiir request for horses, humbly begging 
that our importunity (as it concerns the service of the Companj) 
will not be taken amiss, as mostly all matters as well as all further 
cultivation must await this arrival and remain at a standstill ; for 
the more horses that are sent us the better we shall be able to 
support ourselves as regai^ds provisions, and the more the return 
fleet will be relieved of bringing us every year those largo 
quantities of rice and an^ack — we requiring annually at least 40 
lasts of rice, and about as many leaguers of arrack, as the 
establishment hero has beon considerably enlarged and will grow 
larger and larger every year — so that if we could only obtain 
many horses we would be able to depend on our own resources. Tho 
skippers who were here, stated that in every ship coming here at 
least 3 horses might be shipped without any inconvenience ; at 
least, that is. Sirs! what thoy say when they are here. Hence it is 
our humble request, in order to carry out the Company's necessary 
services so highly commended to us, that you may be pleased to 
despatch us 3 horses in every return ship, flute or yacht, in order 
never more afterwards to be inconvenienced with such huge 
volumes of rice and other articles, which we have often mentioned 
fully before, and which will not only have to be continued, but as 
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the establifllimGnt liere grows, will grow in proportion. From the ^^ ' 
annexed copy of despatch lately received with the Zeeridder from 20tb Pept. 
the Seventeen you will see how we are to help ourselves as we can, 
by obtaining planks from the Cape forest, which cannot bft done 
without horses; yea! we shall soon be obliged to fetch thence 
also our fuel with wagons, as it is getting very scarce iu the 
immediate neighbourhood, so that if we obtain no horses, it will be 
difficult to keep matters going. Hence our humble prayer for 
horses is the more earnest. It will only be for once to send us 
three with each ship, hoping by breeding to obtain more. 

We had also been told by some gentlemen who called here in 
the last fleet, that there were many insolvent Chinamen riveted in 
chains as slaves in Batavia in consequence of debts which they owe 
to the Company, and who accordingly advised us to write to you 
for some of them, as they are a very industrious nation, and in 
order to regain their liberty might be employed here for some 

Ïears in agriculture, and thus render great service to the (/ompany. 
t would also be good, if among them there were some who have 
a knowledge of distilling arrack, for how far the intentions of our 
Masters tend for the carrying out of many matters here, you will 
be able to gather fully from the annexed copy of their last despatch 
to us. And when these insolvent Chinamen shall have worked 
out their freedom, they would no doubt continue to cultivate the 
soil for themselves, as the Irish and other nations did and are still 
doing in Virginia and the Caribbean Islands, by which means 
those regions have been greatly populated and highly cultivated. 
And this may no doubt be brought about here also, should a com- 
mencement be made with such Chinese as above mentioned because 
of their industrious natures. And as the Masters in their last 
despatch have requested us to direct our thoughts towards the 
development of agriculture, &c., we accordingly remind you not 
only of the horses but also of the Chinese, that you may, according 
to your wise judgment dispose of the matter as the best interests 
of the Company require. Under correction, we think that our 
proposal will not be deemed strange, and may be easily risked 
with such insolvent Chinese, as otherwise (as we are told) in con- 
sequence of their heavy d^bts, they will never be able to pay the 
Company and regain th(nr freedom. It is therefore our opinion 
that in order to pay their debts and recover their freedom, they 
would do well here. Nor would some rice planters among them 
be unwelcome. 

And as some Chinese have experi«nce of sugar planting, which 
our Principals would gladly Fee taken in hand here, or at least 
attempted, we would like you to send us (should you condescend 
to send us some chained insolvent Chinamen), also some yoimg 
growinfi^ sugar cane in cases with soil, or the seed. Also some 
young Dai^boo lyees of the thickest and longest kinds, which would 

T 2 
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iröo. be very useful here. Young shoots might he sent out also in 
20 ], Sept; cases with soil, or tlie seed, should bamboos produce any. 

No trouble need bo taken as regards cocoa-nuts and " pinangh," 
as they will not thrive here. Regarding the rest, however, it is 
evident that they will thrive, as we have already had fine ex- 
perience with tobacco, which we liave sown this year from seed 
won by ourselves and of which we hope to plant a large quantity ; 
but the maintenance and continuance, &c., as already said depend 
solely and plainly on the expectation of horses, which, if not 
arriving, will put matters back, because the heavy labour required 
is too much for human beings, and moreover, would be too 
expensive to the Company in the matter of wages, &c , and hence, 
in our opinion not advisable. It is therefore our humble and 
earnest prayer, often expressed, that we may receive only for once 
three horses with each return ship, when with God in the van, 
there will be no doubt that within a short time we shall be able to 
support ourselves, and as regards corn, &c., send a fair quantity to 
] Batavia, to the great relief of the return fleet as regards rice, 
arrack, &c., which it will otherwise be necessary to send annually 
to us with those vessels. 

This will be brought by the small flutes Wakende Boei; and 
Z'evidder which left Amsterdam and Zealand on the 11th and 
15th May last, arriving here on the 11th and 14th instant. Two 
days later the galiot Emlo with three masts also arrived from 
Enckhuysen, which left on the 1st May with another galiot named 
the Ens ; we hope the latter will soon amve. 

The skipper informed us that a similar vessel named Urek was 
being made ready at Enckhuysen, in order to leave with the 
Princesse Royael^ &o. The large ships only waiting for some cargo. 
He, however, did not know whether the Hon. van Goens would 
come out in one of them. 

(Signed) Johax van Etereeck. 

Appendix. — The above having been closed and delivered to the 
officers of the two flutes, the Princrsftc Royael arrived during the 
evening of the 21st, with more than 356 men. Had left 
Enckhuysen in company of the Urck on the 31st May last. Had 
lost none by death during the voyage, but brought some scur?}' 
patients, who in consequence of the abundant refreshments 
sent on board daily, will, before the vessel's departure, and with 
God in the van, no doubt be fully restored to health. . . . We 
annex copy of the despatches received from the Masters, to show 
you how much they are interested in the development of agricid- 
ture, and the breeding of cattle, pigs, &ü., and how they commend 
these matters to us ; for all which, with God in the van, we have 
the remedy, if only the horses, which we have asked for, are sent 
us with the next retiu*n fleet, as without them it will not be 
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possible to keep going what had already been taken in hand with ^^^* 
the infallible hope that horses would be sent to us, as there will be ooth Sep^ 
no want of diligence on our part. We therefore once more 
earnestly and humbly renew our prayer for the horses, fully 
assured that you will not leave us helpless in our endeavour to 
render such an important service as has been so highly oommendtd 
to us ; and the more so as only throe horses need be sent in each 
vessel, and no more will be required afterwards ; nor shall the ships 
any longer be required to bring us rice, beans, ciidjangh, arrack, 
or similar bulky articles, so that on that account alone it will be 
worth while to send us the horses, to say nothing of the fair 
prospects fully detailed in our former letters. Therefore depending 
upon your good judgment. We, &c. 

(Signed) Johan van Eiebeeck. 

P.S. — The Princesse Royael being ready to leave and the above 
also for being sealed, there arrived here on the 31st last the 

English yacht the Hedgehog which had left England on the ^tpttt 

April last, conmianded by Skipper Willem Harwey and carrying 
twenty-eight men, all, excepting five or six sick witjj scurfy. She 
on her way to Surat. 

He informed us that more than fifty vessels, large and small, 
would leave England this year for India, all owned by private 
individuals. Whether this be true or merely bombast, we shall 
discover in time. To-day another English yacht arrived, named 

the Olive Branch, Had left Dover on the jtttc June with 

forty-two men, among them Skipper John Branston. She is 
destined to Bantam. Four or five others were to follow. She 
only had three or four sciu'vy patients, bat no dead. Hopes to 
obtain her cargo at Bantam at once and return quickly. 

Further requisitions for the Cape. 

Horses with each ship — 3— mostly mares, if practicable. 

Insolvent Chinamen and Quinanmers for agriculture, &o. 

Young sugar cane ] In cases with soil and 

Do. bamboos, gr )wing high | already growing, or seed of 
and thick ) the same. 

1 free Mardycker family which supports itself with washing, 
&c , would profit greatly here as already stated. 

1 free arrack distiller with his tools, if sufficient horses be 
sent to us, as otherwise he would not be able to work, as 
the lands are to be ploughed with the horses, and com 
and rice have first to be raised before arrack can be made. 

List of documents annexed to the preceding despatches. 

No. 6 (per galiot Emlo)^ Alphabet (code) for the Cape. 
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MemoraDdum for the Quarter-master Gerrit Harmansz, skipper on 
the Robbenjachtje, lying ready to leave for Saldanha Bay. 

1650. As the Eohbejachtje will not steer or turn eaaily, and must there- 

i8t~0(t ^^^® ^^ necessarily liauled on shore in order to have the evil 
remedied ; and as the facilities for dcing this are not so good here 
as in Saldanha Bay, you shall proceed thither with the first fair 
wind and on the way call at Uassen Island to see how it goes with 
the seals and the increase of the rock rabbits. You shall also on 
the Islands in tliat Bay search for French and other letters, and 
should you meet any natives, endeavoui' to barter from them in 
love and friendship a« many sheep as jjossible, which you are to 
place on Schapen Island, so that whtn your repaiis are completed, 
they may be removed Iiither or landed on liobben Island, as the 
weather may permit; and for the purposes of barter we have 
given you 56 lbs.. copper wire, 18 lbs tobacco, and half a gross of 
pipes, with which you may be somewhat liberal, in order to obtain 
more of that sort of cattie. 

But should you obtain no sheep you ai'e to fill the yacht with 
reeds of which to make mats for the brick kilns ; and even should 
you obtain sheep, you shall nevertheless take on board as much 
reed as may serve as a loose bedding for the sheep and so enable 
them to stand level and better than on the bare ballast. 

And as in oonsequenoe of the rolling of the sea the yaoht is very 
much tossed about in the bay here, you shall ship the new mast whioh 
you take with you in SaJdanha Bay whither you are purposely 
sent for repairing your vessel. You are therefore to use all pos- 
sible despatch, in order to be baok here in good time, unless you 
find a good trade there in sheep and young cattle. In that oase 
you are to remain as long as your oopper and tobaooo last, and 
after that return hither with as muoh oattle as you can take on 
board, leaving the rest on the Sohapen Island in (Saldanha Bay, in 
order to be removed later on. 

And as last time our men were attacked by the natives and 
robbed of their wares ; and as they had also run the danger of being 
murdered, you shall no longer trust them so much, but be well on 
your guard against them. Hence every man going on shore for 
trading purposes, shall arm himself with a pistol or musket, and 
oare must be taken that on our part no cause is given them, but 
that special attention is paid to our defenoe. 

Should you find any rhinoceros horns, elephants' tusks, or 
ostrich feathers, you may barter them for oopper and tobaooo. 
With this we wish you a fortunate trip to and fro. 

(Signed) Jouan van Bikbbbük. 
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ïo Batavia. 

Our last to you were dated the 20th and 28th September last. 1060, 
On the 17th October following the Breda of Iloorn arrived. Had ~ ^^. 
left AmsttTdam on the 1st June last with the flute Meiden and the 
U/t/Sfica. Had parted from them at the Canaries. The pestilence 
had raged violently on the bearer of this (the Breda) ^ which how- 
ever ceased at the line, where they were detained six weeks by 
calms. After that, in consequence of the long voyage scurvy 
broke out among the crew, so that she had akeudy lost 40 men 
when she came here. IShe also brought many sick, who, with the 
exception of 7, thank God ! have been restored to health, and now 
leave with her. (N.B. — 7 have remained here on account of 
sickness and 6 othei*s because of their trades, or 13 altogether, of 
whom as stated 7 were too weak to leave). 

The English yatht Hedijehoy left on the 22nd last, for Augus- 
tine Bay at Madagascar, in order to salt down cattle there, and 
obtain fuel. Tlience she will proceed to Mosambique for ivory, 
gold, &c., and thence again ciu Sorat and Coromandel to Macassar, 
in order to exchange their Surat and Coast cloth for cloves there, 
and so return through the Straits of Bali. We have deemed it 
neoessary to mention this to you, in case it should be found neces- 
sary for you to watch the vessel's doings at Macassar. # 

The other English yacht, the Olice liranch^ somewhat larger, 
left on the 12th last for Bantam, hoping to obtain her cargo there 
quickly, in order to be able to return at once. The result you will 
know before we shall. 

The other vessels, viz. : the Dorty &c., have not yet arrived ; we 
do not know whether they have passed. We hope that God the 
Lord will grant them a safe though a long voyage. 

Erom the annexed resolution you will see that after long 
pressure and at the wriHen request of the llev. Bernardus Broch- 
bom, who arrived here in the Breda, we have been induced to 
permit him with wife and child ron to remain here until the arrival 
of the next vessel, in order t len to proceed on his voyage to 
Batavia. Some dispute seems to have arisen between him and the 
offioers of the vessel, and he had already sufEered oondemna- 
tioa in consequence, so he intends to appeal to the Court in 
Batavia. He professes that he dare not proceed with the said 
officers any further over sea, as shown in his memorial addressed 
to U8y and embodied in the aforesaid resolution, to which we refer 
yoiL 

(Signed) Johan van Kiebbeck. 

The Ulysses arrived here on the 1st November, after having lain 
some days in Saldanha Bay and refreshed her men with birds, 
^gg^ ^« S^Q ^^^ leaves fthe 2nd), having taken on board her 
water, and a large quantity 01 refreshments sach a sheep and garden 
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1656. produce ; with a hale and hearty crew, including some from the 
ibtNov Port, and with the hope of still arriving at Batavia before the 
departure of the latest return ships ; which may God grant ! 

list of annexures to preceding despatch : — 



To Batavia. 

2l^t Nov. On the 9th inst. the little flute Mealen arrived. She had called 
only at St. Helena Bay, situated in fully 32^*^ of latitude below 
Saldanha Bay. There she had been cleaned and ballasted with 
stone, as she was rather top heavy. She also obtained there some 
birds and purslain«as refreshments. Thence she came hither in 10 
days' time, having drifted about off and on shore during the 40 
(Dutch) miles voyage. She brought not more than 3 or 4 sick, 
who were suffering from scurvy, which evil was. Praise be to God ! 
excellently cured by the Cape refreshments, so that only one was 
loft bore who was suffering from severe accidents, but will very 
likely be able to leave with a following vessel. 

The day following the arrival of tliis Company's little vessel, 
another small English flute of about 60 lasts burden made her 
appearance, called the (?), commanded by Skipper or Captain John » 
Kingsman, and having on board as merchant Samuel Keerdt of 
London. Had left Plymouth on the 28th June (old style), and 
carried 35 or 36 men with destination to Bantam. She asked for 
some cattle which was courteously refused with the excuse of our 
own necessities ; but they were permitted, as allowed by the 
Masters, to take in water and catch fish. They were treated with 
every civility, as was proper, in order as much as practicable to 
prevent any complaints of improper treatment, &c. She left on 
the 19th following. 

The minister Bamardus Ma they Brochbron, who came out in 
the Bredn and remained here for reasons previously mentioned, 
left in the Meulen for Batavia with his wife and chUdren, and at 
his own request. We do not know better than that we have made 
him properly comfortable, and shown him as much respeot as was 
due to him according to his rank and office. 

(Signed) Johan van Bierebck. 



To Batavia. 

2nd Dec. Since our last the IVachter arrived, which had left Amsterdam 
on the 11th April last, in company of the Pari and Waeckende Boey, 
She will take this note. 

This little vessel, in consequence of her long voyage, was so 
abort of provisions that we were obliged to supply her out of our 
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own scanty stores with 1,HOO lbs. broad, in order to enable her f o ^^'■'^'''• 
proceed to Batavia, for which may the Almighty ^rant her betU^r 2nd Dec. 
luck than she has had hitherto. At present the following vessels 
are still tarrying, viz. : tlie VogelrHanfjIi^ the Dordrechly of Delft, 
the ConifKjh ran Poien, of Zealand, and the JSms and Urck of Enck- 
huysen. 

(Signed) Joiiw van Uiebkeck. 



Instructions for the assistant Jan Wout<n*8z : proceeding henct' to 
Saldanha Bay in the sloops Rohbejachf and Pegutjn, in order 
once more to take in hand the seal fishery on the islands in 
and in the neighbourhood of the said bay. 

To carry out your work you have been provided with the proper 
tools required, and provisioned for 3 months with everything 
required for 3() eaters, as will appear from the memorandum sub- 
mitted to you on the subject. You are urged to manage every- 
thing properly and keep the men at their work, that we may this 
year also be able to collect a goodly quantity of skins. For this 
purpose we have ordered 28 men to accompany you, viz. : 3 men, 
among them the quartermaster Gerrit llarraensz, for protecting 
the sloop liobhejachf, 

25 men, including yourself as chief in charge of the seal catclicrs 
on the islands, and 2 men of the llobhcjavhticn^ whom, whenever 
you send the Rohhejachtien hither with skins, you shall permit to 
proceed in her, that there may be on board experienced men for 
trips to and fro. 

Tour first efforts shall bo on tlu^ islands in the said bay, in order 
first to catch everything there ; Leaving the Dassen Island so long 
in peace until the seals shall have in the meanwhile multiplied a 
little more, so as afterwards suddenly to catch them all together. 
You are also by these expressly ordered to have the skins properly 
taken off, and see that the fat is nicely and completely scraped off 
each, so that they be not exposed to putrefaction. Of this our 
masters have already been complaining, and ordered that the 
legs should be left attached to the skins, and that the fish should 
be neatly taken out of it, as the cutting off of it makes too large 
holes. This therefore you will have to attend to like last year, 
and see whether it cannot be effectually done, sending us the 
result, that we may transmit a suitable reply to the Directors. 

You must also endeavolir to collect as many " muff *' skins as 
possible and take care that they are properly cut open below the 
stomach, at the neck and near the tail into which the hands must 
be put, and the fish taken out clean, in order to be like the other 
skins, and not be liable to putrefaction. In our opinion the finest 
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iés6. would be those of unborn seals cut out of their mothers. Of all 
2nalL)«-« . ^li<^^ things you shall make close observation, and especially do 
your best once more to obtain a goodly number about the time of 
the arrival of the return ships. This will render service to the 
Company and obtain honour for yourself. You are also to boil 
down a good quantity of oil for the use of the Company's estab- 
lishment here. 

We also deem it good that the biggest sloop, the Rohbcjackt^ 
shall remain with you in the bay until you have a cargo of skins 
ready for her, when she can bring it hither, keeping at the islands 
with you the decked boat, or the little sloop, Peguyn, According 
to the information received after your arrival, we shall give you 
our further orders. 

And as, in consequence of your daily communications with us, 
^ou have clearly gathered our intentions regarding the service to 
be rendered to the Company, and your own experience will tell 
you what it may be necessary for you to do further, we shall deem 
the above sulHcient and leave the rest to your zeal, trusting that 
you will not conduct youself less diligently than before. Finally 
we refer you to our instructions and letter of last year, as far as 
they do not differ from this. 

Ending, we highly impress on you the service of the Company, 
an 1 wish you good luck and prosperity in the matters entrusted 
to you. 

(Signed) Johan van Bikbeeck. 
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Instructions for the Uuarter-Master, Gerrit Ilarmansz, as sailing 
orders, during the voyage in the sloop Bobhejacht^ henoe to Sal- 
danha Bay. 

As all your provisions and tools have been shipped for the seal 
fishery in the said Robbejacht and the sloop Peguyn^ which are 
almost ready to leave, you shall take advantage of the first favour- 
able breeze, in order to get there as soon as possible, in order to 
enable Sieur Jan Woutersz and the men under him to start the 
seal fishery at once on the islands. You shall also remain with 
the Bohb^achtjen so long in the bay until a cargo of skins is ready 
for you to bring hither. In the meanwhile the sloop is to be 
watched by you personally, Jurriaen Jansz and Ciaes de Logie. 
The rest are also to be employed by Woutersz in seal catching ; 
but when you are to leave with a cargo of skins, he shall take 
those men away from the fishery in order to help you to naviste 
your boat. You are also urged to assist Woutersz in his fishing, 
as the principal interest of the Company, as far as this voyage is 
ooQoenied, is oentred in the present seal fishery. 



283 

You will also take with you 18 lbs. tobacco, 56 do. copper wire, i^^^- 
and some pipes, in order, should any natives appear at the Bay, to 2nd D^*-. 
barter from them, en pasaaniy as many sheep as may be obtainable, 
bringing tliem liither at once and leaving the rest on Schapen 
Island in the Bay, to be taken off afterwards. In conclusion we 
wish you good luck and a safe voyage. 

(Signed) Joiian van Kikheeck. 



To Batavia. 

The VogelenmiKjh will bring you this. From the copies of the i3Ui \)w, 
despatches received from the Masters at Amsterdam, Jiereunto 
annexed, you will find that they had, amongst other things, 
mentioned to you to supply the Cape from time to time with some 
tamarind, to be used for the outward bound ships arriving here, 
which are to be provided with it, &c. ; with orders also to ourselves 
to remind you of this, and to add to it oui* opinion, which we think 
may well be left to your wiser and riper judgment; however, in 
order not to be negligent in complying with our Masters' orders, 
we shall gladly communicate to you our sentiments, which in 
comparison to your own are of an altogether trifling nature. 

Briefly stated, we believe that the idea of the Masters is that 
the tamarind will or may serve for the better preservation of the 
health of the crews between the Cape and Batavia, after they have 
been well refreshed here and consumed the refreshments of all 
sorts as well as garden produce, which are ordinarily not alone given 
them to last for 8 or 10 days at sea, but are distributed among the 
men in quantities as much as they can consume. 

This then being our opinion why the Masters have decided that 
the Cape should suooessively be provided with tamarind, we leave 
the rest to your wiser and riper consideration, and ending this, &c. 

(Signed) Jouan van Uiebbëck. 

r.S. — This vessel also takes 4 young ostriches about 6 weeks 
old ; we trust that they will not be unwelcome, as we think that 
none have ever been in Batavia. We believe that they will 
also please the great in Japan, who are inquisitive people. Should 
this be so, we would be able to obtain enough here. 



List of aonexures to the preceding despatch. 
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Orders and instructions for the Quartermaster Gerrit Harmanez, 
lying ready to sail once more in the llobbvjachtjcn to Saldanha 
Bay and the neighbouring islands. 

1657. Whereas the assistant Jan Woutersz has, in consequence of 

^^. ^ many bad faults, been recalled, in order to ^^lde^go the necessary 
"' **"* punishment for them, the Council has decided to appoint 
you to his places, and to entrust you with the superin- 
tendence of the seal fisheries, as well as with the chief 
command, not only of the Robbejacht^ but also of all the men 
engaged in seal catching stationed there and on the yacht, as 
well as all others who may be sent thither afterwards, with the 
hope and confidence that you will conduct yourself diligently and 
faithfully to the best advantage of the Company. Therefore as 
soon as you reach the said Jan Woutersz in the bay, you shall, by 
virtue of this take over the chief command from him, as well as 
the provisions, tools and everything that is there, or may be sent 
thither afterwards. You shall also at once let Jan Woutersz and 
his wife go on board, making him a prisoner and putting him in 
irons, in order to be brought hither in that manner, so that he may 
have less occasion for further mischief, as may be expected from 
such dissipated and faithless guests. 

And that you may be able to place the management of every- 
thing on an orderly footing, and the men be made to obey you, 
you shall read to them the annexed deed of authorisation, keeping 
them in good honest discipline, and for that purpose, as a good 
commander, setting them an example in everything good and 
diligent, daily making use of the ordinary prayers to God the 
Lord together, and economically dispensing the provisions in a 
better manner than, and not so recklessly as, Jan Woutersz has 
done, to the great loss of the Company, and general inconvenience. 

And that you may be able to give the men abundantly, we give 
you besides what is still there (at the Bay) the following : — 
1,000 lbs rice in two barrels. 
100 lbs. bread. 
1 barrel meat. 
1 anker brandy. 
4 do. arrack. 
1 do. vinegar. 
1 tun butter. 

1 cheese. 

2 rolls sailcloth for a fore-spritsail. 

1 bethille for bunting and flags. 
6 large spars for the tents. 

200 bludgeons. 

2 leaguers full of pegs. 
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(P) empty half aums in which to deposit the oil. ^®*7- 

30 knives with sharp points. 27ü7jfin. 

2 tliick canes. 

24 sail needles. 

15 strands twine. 

6 pieces of old cable for yarn. 

30 pairs of linen stockings for the men. 

Rosewater for their sore eyes, 

i (pieoe) guinea linen for the surgeon. 

With you we believe the sewed up skins will be more acceptable 
in the Fatherland than those with the open leg holes (open 
vlercken), and therefore you must have as many sewed up as 
possible. For that object you have been given the above men- 
tioned twine and needles. 

We, however, leave it to you to find out whether the holes 
cannot instead be closed with wooden pins, as we showed you here, 
and whether that would not be a quicker method. Of all this you 
shall send us information, and show your diligence in every way 
as we have verbally advised you. 

As soon as the yacht is full of skins, she must be despatched 
hither without delay, that we may have a large quantity for the 
expected return fleet. The arquebusier Juriaen Jansz shall take 
command of the vessel, as we believe, with you, that he is the most 
fit for the post, and understands navigation, and should the un- 
handy fellows, complained of by Woutersz, not be of any use 
there you are to send them back, taking care, however, that a 
sufficient number of good seamen are left on board the sloop to 
navigate her. The care of all this is left entirely to you, as well 
as the killing of a large number of seals, for which purpose we 
have provided you with five extra men. You may also promise 
the men that if their fishing is successful, thoy will receive each an 
extra month's pay in cash, and a merry reception (vroljke kermis) 
on their return. 

(Signed) Johan v. Riehkrck. 



No. 200. 



Deed of authonty for Gerrit IIarraanj»z. 

As for sufficient reasons it has been decided to recall Woutersz ; 
and we have deemed you a proper and fir. person to succeed him, all 
who are engaged in the seal fishery are by these notified and ordered 
to acknowledge you as their commander not only of the RohbcjachtjeHy 
but also of the whole establishment there, and to obey you as 
such, as if we were personally present there 
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No. 201. 

To the aFsistsont Jan Wouterpz, at Saldanha Bay. 

H57. For preenant reasons the Council has decided, that on the 

rthTjam ^^ip^ 0^ ^ifi> you shall hand over all authority to Harmansz: and 
at once, with your wife, proceed on hoard* the Bohhejachijeny m 
which you shall come hither, as soon as it has its full car^ of 
skins and oil, as all authority and administrative powers have oeen 
entrusted to him hy the said Council, as will be seen from his Deed 
of Authority. You are ordered not to oppose yourself in any way 
to this on pain of our highest indignation, &o. 

(Signed) JoHAN v. Rikbeeck. 



No. 202. 
To Batavia. 

Fe>». Send you copy of letter of the Seventeen to us, dated 12tli 

Oct. last, so that you may know their orders regarding this settle- 
ment. For the rest we refer you to the verbal report which tb(» 
Hon. van Qoens will render you regarding the condition of this 
place. He is expected daily in his capacity as Councillor of India 
and Commissioner for inspecting the Cape Residency. 

We intend to seud ycu with his Honour a large quantity of 
Cape garden seeds now being daily and freshly gathered. 

(Signed) JoHAN v. Riebeeck. 



No. 2oa. 

List of annexures to the above. 



No. 204. 



To Qerrit Harmansz, at Da«sen Island. 

nth Feb. Ordered to desist from further seal fishing, an\l at once to return 
to the Cape with his vessels and his men : the latter to he 
employed here on other work. The skins on hand to be packed away 
in the house to protect them from the rain. They may afterwards 
be sent for, as the men are much required here at nresent. The 
train oil, however, and the skins already in the vessel, they were tp 
bring with them. 
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The English iron gnus and carriages lyinfi^ on the island, you ^^^f* 
shall place on board the flute Hihermm^ ^miioh will bring you ^thFeb 
this note and call at Dassen Island for the purpose ; that is to say, 
if it can be done without delaying her voyage. She will take 
them on with her to Batavia. The Skipper shall give you a 
receipt for them, you may allow him to take for his men as many 
birds and eggs as he may desire. 

(Signed) Johan v. Riebkeck. 



No. 205. 

Memorandum for the OflScers of the Hiiverstim. 

You are to proceed to Dassen Island, to inform the seal fishers 
that they are to return to the Cape for other work, as very little 
delay will be caused in your voyage. You shall also take on board 
for Batavia the two English guns lying there, that is, if it can be 
done without delay. And you are to give a receipt for the same. 

Should you meet the R^hhvjfuhfjen and the decked boat on the 
way, and wind iind weathor be favourable, you shall order them to 
return imme<liately to Daason Island with your note, in order to 
take ofiF thence the men there, and bring them hither. You may 
then pursue your voyffgo without unnecessary delay. 

(Signed) Johan v. RiEWKKfK. 



No. 206. 
To the Seventeen. 

Ships arrivals and departures. 

Received yours of the 21st June last year, with a small letter ritu Manh. 
from the Hoom Chamber, dated the Gth May ; also with the 
ffilversKtn your later despatch of the 12th October last 

Prom our letters of the 10th June you will have gathered that 
the cattle trade was fairly properous, but that Herry, the Oaapmen 
and consorts were somewhat hindering it, as they pretended to act 
as brokers, and to be the cause of the more distant Natives visiting 
us, who without their intercession would never have come down to 
us to trade. Experience, however, taught us the contrary, their 
object having been to enrich themselves and become great masters 
by the said brokerage, or rightly stated, their intolerable nuiï^ancie 
and trickery. 
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1667. Having therefore considered the matter, we found, from ex- 

5th March pörience likewise, that the natives of the interior were of a far 
better class than these sharpers, who are more and more getting 
the mastery and becoming more audacious. These distant natives, 
as they told us themselves, would be more inclined to visit u», if 
they were not, in the manner already mentioned, interfered with 
by the Caapmen, whom they v/isheJ us to send about their 
business. 

These Natives have tlieir places which they visit off and on for 
depasturing tlieir cattle, and if the grass of one area has been 
eaten off, they proceed to another, thus travelling over a large 
tract of country, so that one or two years elapse before they return 
to the same spot. Twice we experienced this, and when they 
arrive here a great number of cattle may be bartered from them ; 
so that if last year we had had a supply of copper, we might have 
obtained from them more than a thousand head of cattle. When 
however, we obtained a supply, and they were informed of it, 
though they w^ro as yet no great distance away, they refused to 
return, but sent word that if they came back, we were to take care 
to have a good supply of copper, &c. 

From all this it is evident how little Herry and Caapmen can 
help in this matter, as only now and then they can bring us 
nothing better tlian a sick ox or sheep that cannot go further, 
endeavouring at the same time to trick us out of everything, where 
and whenever they can, in a friendly or unfriendly manner, should 
they find the chance for the latter course. " 

It is therefore our opinion that it is of vital interest to the Com- 
pany to make itself master of Herry, the Caapmen and their 
consorts, and deprive them of their cattle, in revenge for the 
murder of the youngster, their robberies and frauds in connection 
with the merchandise entrusted to them, as well as for the 
annoyance incessantly caused by them to the residents, and 
especially to those of the ships calling here. It is certain, 
gentlemen, that if their wings are not clipped in good time they 
will become too bold, for already they dare to drive away 
from us large numbers of natives, which is quite different from 
inviting them to us. 

They also dare to assert boldly that they are not pleased at our 
ploughing the lands, and using the grass for our own purposes, as it 
always grew for their cattle, but as they sometimes still get a little 
of it, they would let it pass for the present, provided we did not 
take too much of it. They specially began to murmur when 
we commenced to make a trial with agriculture behind the Table 
Mountain and at guch a distance from the Fort; so you niay 
èonceive how matters will fare hereafter, as by multiplying, their 
numbers are increasing every year, and they moreover rob other 



natirea of their women, a trick which Herrj thoroughly untler- 
stands, m that he has already made himself the chief ot a fairly 

Iiarg^ horde, and the owner of a immeroua herd of oattle wJuoh is 
beally the proporty of the ( 'ompany (aa the watermf»n or beaoh- 
pangers^ wno aro daily at the Fort, and poor, and with whom 
[Herry formerly ]ivï*d) have told na ; and that not the Saldanhara, 
pM Herry pretend etl, had stolen the Company's copper and tt:)baooo, 
&Ö., but that he had done so, imd in a lying manner made the 
Commander believe that they had been the tnilprits, and that 
all the oattle that he posaeisod had been obtained by him 
with those articles of trade entrusted to him. This was 
also our conviction from the first, but we dissembled before 
him to tee what in r-onrse of time might be done by him for 
tlie benefit of the Company* However, we now perteetly set? 
from all his prc^ce^diags so full of deoeit, that it is but as throwing 
oil on the fire, and that he is full of knavery, and that in onr 
opinion it will be best to treat him, fn^ well as the Caapmen and 
kJ&eir <x>n sorts, in a different manner ; and heiu« we expeot your 
further orders on this subject. In the meanwhile we shall busy 
niu-selvefi with making tlic" redoubts ami watch-houses on tJie phiin 
hohin<l thi* Table Mountain* as shown in the annexed ehart, in 

■order thiis to defend the (cultivated lands and the pastures. This 
lb a most ne<'es.mry wi>rk, nml will he complnted when we reoeive 
your further orders regarding Kerry, tlie Uaaprnen and their 
ism^orts, Until then w© shall show them no ill-feoUng, but on 
tho contrary J every friendship in ouhr to keep alive their conli- 
deuce in us, that we may ^terwards bü able to deal with them 
^bnaily as we phjaee^ or other wise treat them as the Hon* t< Qtieus 
^Raay direct. 

^R Last year we pointed out how neoessary the i^edoubts and watch 
^Bioiifies were ; we also mentioned that thr^ plants had arrived in good 
^^kder, as well as others received afterwards; and that all were 
growing benutifnlly, especially the vines, oherrii*s, plums, walnuts, 
[kurranta, gooj^eborries and oaks. Of the alder m^ed sent, only one 
grew. Not a Btrawherry bush or chestnut plant came up. 
Only one pear tree and two wilhiws grew. O^ tho orange and 
apple trees, obtained from 8t, Helena, about 400 ate growing 
beautifidly, so that we hope that some will soon bear fruit, aa well 
as the vines and cherries; but we have only two of the former and 
Four wild specimens of the latter. The grafted trees, obtmned 
horn, privatf* persons, are growing best, so that you should rather 
ftend us of the latter, as well as wome fresh alder seed, if possible, 
with the winter ships, for the reasons? alrea^ly mentioned. Thoni 
seed need not he sent, a^^ the kind here ia better for enclosing the 
gar dona aa hedges. We intend to eiiolose the Fort in a aimilar 
manner. We believe that aldr*r aeed in eases filled with earth will 
arrive here safjdy, as well as a few young troes, 
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1657. Com, tobaooo, Ac, thrive very well in the plain behind Table 

5th March. Mountain, not being so generally exposed to the S.-E. gales. As 
we find that you are in earnest in this matter, we have projected a 
pinnace to proceed to Angola for slaves for ourselves, leaving 
further agriculture to freemen (who liave ofFered themselves for 
that purpose) under such conditions as are laid down in our 
Resolution of the 2l8t Feb., 1657, subject to your approval. 
There is land enough at the Cape fit for the purpose, were it only 
to feed the Company's establishments in India that are in need of 
r-om. But we want labourers, horses and slaves, without which 
very little can be done. The few men that we have can do very 
little, and the work will thus be a trouble and a burden to us. 
Moreover, it is very odious to the Company's servants here to con- 
tinue this kind of work for any length of time, as they appeal to 
the Indian Custom, viz., that the soldiers shall only be employed 
on expeditions and guard, from which latter they are to be exouised 
if they labour during the day. But as you are now pleased to 
provide us with slaves, there will be sufficient means for prosecut- 
ing the work, which we have found will answer well. 

According to your onlers we have carefully considered this 
matter, and been very diligent in carrying it out. We would also 
like to make a trial with sugai- cane, and have therefore ordered 
sonio from Batavia. For the same reason we ask you to send us 
some mulberry trees, in order t^ make a trial with silk culture 
according to the Tonkin or China fashion. Hence we would also 
expect some worms, if it be possible to bring any hither. 

Bees are in abundance here, so that if the freemen are pro- 
vided with com, it is to be hoped that honey and wax will also 
be obtained. 

We have observed that it is also your object to breed a large 
number of cattle here. We are doing our beet for that object, but 
as gradually more is being required as refreshments for the ships 
than what we are able to barter, there is not much chanoe of an 
increase, and the more so, as the natives from the interior did not 
come down to us this season, and nothing can be obtained from 
Herry, the Caapmen and their consorts, as often mentioned. 

Butter has not been a success hitherto, as ten cows here hardly 
yield as much milk as half of what one yields in the FaÜierland. 
In the dry season often no milk at all. Besides, as already stated, 
the cattle are used up for the ships, so that not many are left for 
milking. Cheese made here is very poor stuff, and will not keep, 
nor can it be made, for the reasons steited, in sufficient quantity. 

The mainstay here will be wheat-growing, &c. 

As already mentioned, there are enough vegetables and ground 
fruit for the ships the whole year through, and if we had had 
slaves and horses we would have done much more, and be«i 
enaUed to have provided for ourselves a long while ago ; but ii 
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we have not jet been able to obtain them, wp have continued to 
remain in want. Thia condition will not be impTOved before we 
are supplied as requefited* Through want of slaves we have 
ah'eadj been < ibliged to abandon works taken in hand ; for 
instance* the lands that we hïive dug np for winning acclimiiti/.ed 
soe^l com. Tliis we con Id not <^ntinut^ for want nf hands, as 
tht*r© are no hirelings tu bo obtained hero as every whert^ in India, 
as the natives hen? cannot be induoed to work, whatever we may 
give tiiem. Sometimes, when it pleases them, they fetoh some 
wood for the eook, bnt they cannot always be induced to do sOj aa 
when the whim seizes tbem, they suddenly run away, so that 
slaves are indispensable here to carry out wliat you have particu- 
larly ordered regarding ealtivation. 

Freemen withont slaves or horses would also be unable to do 
anything in the i^hape of agriculture, but If provided with theniy 
they would, ivith the belp of God, 1>0 able to cultivate whatever is 
requirtnl, seeing tfiat corn gmws as well behind the Table Mountain 
as anywhere at home. The same may be said of tobauoo, from 
which not one leaf had been torn, a» no winds or squalls affect 
that spot. Hence if we only had slaves, horaeB and asses for the 
Work, we would, with the bh*ssing of &od, be able to rear as mut^h 
grain as yon may br* pleased to order us, and which we believe 
with you could bo conveyed to Batavia in our vessels without 
extra expense. Moreover, we would be able to supply other 
artiolefi for India, so that less will he reqiured for the outward 
bound at home and the return ships from India. We might be 
able to provide them with bread, barley, and peas, malt brandy, 
dc. ; but everything depends on our being supjilied with slaves 
and horses. Thor*^ is sufficient land for agTioultare, and so rich 
that they are more easily cultivated than those of Foniiosa. 

Batavia is often in want of ri<«, so that if agrieulture be taken 
in hand here, it would be an excellent thing, as Batavia could be 
supplied by \lb with grain by means of the outward }>ound. 
Hence if you ai-e as earnest on this ttubject as expressed in your 
letters, sueeess will be certain with tiwl in the van. According to 
your instructions, we have considered the matter ripely and made 
Gomplete experiments in every way ; so that if you assist us with 
slaves, horses and asses, there are many here wlio understand 
farming, and are prepared to become freemen. They have already 
been divided into two colonies or companies, and if aasietf^d witli 
slavei^, horses and asses, they will make rapid progre&y, judging 
from their beginnings, better than can be achieved by the Com- 
pany's servante, who have other work to do^ so that, with your 
perm lesion, it will be time to excuse, especially the military, from 
work of that nature, and as in India, confine them to their legiti- 
mate duties» leaving tliose who labour exempt from night duty, to 
whhth at present the one as well as the other who labours during 
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iö*»7 the day is still subject. This cannot well be avoided if the work 
6*L March, already done is not to go to ruin, and must continue until we 
recftivo slaves. In that case, the freemen will without doubt com- 
mence tlie cultivation of grain with great zeal, as tliore is sufficient 
suitable land for the purpose, so that there is a chance of soon 
raising wheat here, as well as distilling brandy for tlie lower 
servants as is done at Wesep, so that the return fleet will be 
excused from bringing us any arrack. The wash would come in 
very useful for the fattening and breeding of pigs, which have 
hitherto been impossible, as we have generally been soberly pro- 
vided with food for the men. Against this it might be said that 
the pigs might be fed on roots ; this is true, but as we are gene- 
rally short handed, v/e liave not been able to do more than we have 
done, for during the short time that we have been here, we have 
worked so well that we have been able daily and abundantly to 
refresh the thousands of men annually passing here in the Oom- 
pany's vessels, with garden and ground fruit, and also supply them 
for the furtlier voyage with as much as they could consume. An 
idea may be formed of what there must be already, when there aie 
frequently 14 or 15 vessels on the roadstead for 10 or more dayg, 
which are daily abundantly supplied. This is especially the case 
during the months of February, March and April, when the ships 
anïve here rapidly after each other, each carrying himdreds of 
persons, so tliat we ask whether it is not break-neck work to keep 
things going with so few hands. We would also be glad if we 
could breed any pigs, as we cannot always obtain cattle from the 
natives when we want them or in the condition required, bat 
hitherto we have bad no food for them. Accordingly, we did our 
best as a first 8t<^p to secure an abundance of garden and ground 
fruit, as refreshments for the passing vessels, which, thank God, 
has been so successful, and is making further happy progress. But 
to find food for pigs we will be at our wits' ends wdtnout slaves, 
horses, or asses. Should we be supplied with them, there will be 
no further want, but on the contrary, abundance of everything. 

Fowls and du(?ks have ]ong since been distributed among the 
manned folks, that they may breed them for their own profit and 
the (ouvenience of the calling vessels. The freemen have also 
been allowe<l this privilege, so that they are already increasing 
rapidly, and better than if a servant of the Company were set 
aside to attend to them. For every one tries to make profit out of 
them, whilst a Company's servant, not having the same advantage, 
is not so careful in minding them. Their increase, however, 
also mainly depends on the development of agiiculture, for as we 
have often enough said, we have hitherto remained soberly pro- 
vided with food for our people, because as a rule, very little rice is 
sent io us from India, and not much can be obtained from the 
ships, especially barley, peas, &c. We would otherwise have 
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enough, as well as an abundance of pigs, for whioli at present we ^^^^* 
have no food, so that often we were obliged to kill them for our 5^ March, 
own necessities The breeding of hens has therefore hitherto been 
impossible, as long as agrioultnre is in the present state. The 
latter is now being taken in hand by freemen, but it will only be 
successful when horses, slaves and asses have been obtained. 
Everything depends on this. Slaves may no doubt be obtained 
from Angola. 

Asses might be obtained from the Canary or Salt Islands if you 
were only to order 2 or 3 yachts to call thei-c for the ex2)ress 
purjiose, as they will otherwise not do so. This was proved in the 
case of the Prhicesse Royael and VogelenBanyh^whioh. called, the one 
at St. Vincent and the other at Ilhe de May, but did not bring 
thonco a single one. The officers coolly excused themselves by 
saying that they did not think that we required any, but that if 
they had another opportunity they would briug in a ship full. 
Thus they talk as long as they are here ; also promising to urge 
the Governor-General and Councillora of India to send us horses, 
but as soon as they are at Batavia they do just the contrary by 
dissuading their Honours from sending us any, in order not to be 
burdened with them on board. This we believe to be the chief 
reason why we have hitherto not been provided. We have there- 
fore no longer any wish to importune the High Gx)vernment on 
this subject fearing their displeasure, as it seems tliat the officers 
passing this place are continually reporting the contrary to what 
we write, though we have suflicient evidence that their Honours 
are favourably disposed towards granting our request. 

In your general despatch of the 12th April last you say that 
you will not be able to supply us with any deals, for the retisons 
stated by you ; and that we are to obtain what we want from the 
forests here. This we might do if we only had slaves, but as W(' 
are at present building a jetty, which will require more than a 
thousand planks, we cannot do it as long as we have no slaves. It 
is heavy work for the men, few as they are in number; hence if 
possible, you should send for only one year in each vessel of the 
respHctive cliambers, two or three hundred good thick Norse beams. 
This would help us completely, as the jetty, independent of the 
fortifications, entails very heavy work, and is very necessary, as it 
will save the health of the men who are now always falling ill 
between this and Batavia. Hitherto they had been obliged to 
stand naked up to their necks in the cold sea water in order to fill 
their water casks and take them on board. But when the jetty is 
finished, and which will extend about 500 feet into the sea, they 
will be able, whether at high or low water, to step out of their 
boats on to a dry platform, fill their casks easily and ship thum. 
The jetty is nearly finished ; it has been made of thousands of 
heavy beams made into cases and sunk into the sea with heavy 
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ifi.37. rocks. After that they were coupled together with strong beams 
6Ui Miuclu bridge-wise. It will be a strong and durable work which could 
not be made at home for half a ton of gold (f 50,000 = 
£4,166 138. 4d.), but which your servants here are performing 
during their leisure time. We expect you therefore to oblige us 
with a good number of strong deals which are urgently required, 
as not many can be obtained from the outward bound vessels. 
For the present we shall endeavour to make the jetty temporarily 
fit for use by making gangways over it for the convenience of the 
May ships which will most of all require it, as they will arrive 
here in the coldest season; but as often the deals in the large 
vessels are stowed far down, we can seldom get any without shift- 
ing the cargoes and thus delaying their departure. Moreover 
there are sometimes very disobliging skippers, who prefer their 
own convenience and seldom put out a liand, even should it be for 
the benefit of the Company. We therefore firmly depend on your 
assistance, which will greatly comfort us. 

Amongst other things we intend to start a fishery near the 
jetty, that we may daily have fresh fish for the garrison and the 
ships ; we have already cut some beams and spars for the purpose 
in the forest, but if we had more hands the work would have 
progressed more rapidly. Slaves are therefore urgently required, 
as with their assistance abundance would soon be obtained. 

From the despatch of the Seventeen dated the 12th October 
last we gather that the Hon. v. Goens has received express 
instructions to inspect affairs here ; we shall, according to your 
orders, lay everything open before him. This has been our wish 
a long while, as we have been informed of his coming by the ships 
friends of the H. Lout/ae, Paar I, &c., as you will see from our 
despatch of the 14th Aug. last year to India, in which the follow- 
ing occurs : — And as we expect the Hon. v. Goens here every day, 
to whom we intend verbally to communicate everything connected 
with the Cape, we shall abruptly close this, &c. 

From the above it is evident how it was our intention to com- 
municate everything to him, before we had been informed of his 
commission. For when he was last here he did not tire of inspect- 
ing everything, reporting the resuHs to you and the High Govern- 
ment in India. His return hither as Commissioner is therefore 
the more agreeable to us, as he is not only well acquainted with 
Indian affairs and usages in consequence of his long stay there, 
but also with your chief intentions regarding this place. He will 
therefore be able to provide us with better instructions and advice, 
especially regarding matters of which, on account of inexperienoe, 
we were hitherto ignorant ; that one thing and another may be 
improved, and we may act accordingly without scruple, &c. 

As soon as we sliall have obtained male and female slaves from 
Angola with the above mentioned pinnace, we believe that it will 



295 



then bo the right time to lay tbu fnundutions for private Jigrioul- 
ture, and should some uf tht^se agriciiltviriets marry the women, 
they will be nicely lx>und to the Cape for life, and be further 
ftooommodated with slaves on credit. It is our opinion that this will 
also lay a good fouadation for a young colony ae regarde agrieul- 
tuje ; and ns you order ub to assifit the freemen ^ we shall not 
negle<i to do so, but endeavour to realize youi' puqiofw^^, as yoii 
wiU sef' from our resolution of the 25th Feb. laat, whioh shows 
how we have already (.orameiioed with the newly established 
freemen, who, il uring this season, will lie able to prepare m much 
land a;9 will be required for the seed won by ourselves, ae well as 
for other kindw lif seijds that we have in etook, and whatever more 
may nmeh Uë mth the autumn aud winter nhipB. 

Am they have urgently recpieHte<l us to become free, wo the more 
readily conipUotK They app^^ar U^ be heartily bent on tböir 
ditfieult work, hojüu^' to obtuiu goml ]>rofit from it. This we al?iO 
foresee for them. Yea, they have made each other so enthusiastic 
that we have not suflioient im[>lements for them, or oxen for their 
plougbit. Hence we have been obliged to refuse free papers to a 
good many, for the present at lea?t, ^r until the arrival of slaves 
and hoi'ses iïi sufficient numbers', which if we bad, we would 
8t»on command a considerable number of freemen, aud aii abundance 
of everything, .«^ that the Cape Wfiuld not only be able to supply 
itself, but also other plaoes besides. Of our snocess we hope to 
inform you next year. 

Because of the multitude of wild duoks, gi^ese, &v , w© have had 
a birfl trap dug with two paF^agea {pypeu), about 1 1 Dutoh miles 
distant from the i'ort behind the Taote Mountain and the level 
plain, whioh we have sown with seedc? of fine trees, collected for 
the pm'pose, and whioh iu a yesï^'s time grow up closely together 
one and a half or two fathoms high ; after that^ however, they do 
not grow mu^h taller, so that they will be very fit for the puri^use. 
We therefore request you to .^end us some red " hontiens " 
(Phoentjes^ wildfowl), and deooy ducks trained for the purpose, 
and whioh we could tlien breed here for the pm-poae, ïne birds 
her<^' are gorxl for food and will be of great service to the ships ; so 
that if uur request be granted wt^ may do without tlie two huutera 
at preï^ent employed fur the purpo8*^ of obtainiug game. The trap 
might be lease^l to the freemen, that more bii'dus might be caughtj 
and the trap itself properly cared for. The birds will save beef, 
pork and salt meat, èic. 

We have also made a trial at breA\ingj whioh to all apf»earanü*^s 
will suöoeed very well in the iJiold seaaou, as we have already 
obtained some yea^t. (gest) which Is generally a failure in warm 
lands. 

The men engaged in the seal fishery, who left here in tbo 
BUverHum on the lith Feb, last, we have ordered baok fur the 
work here. 
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1657. "vye have a.s yet heard nothing of the second expedition of the 

öth Maich. ^'^ whioh left for Madagascar on the 15th Aug , 1604\ We 
sent the galiot Nachtglas on the 15th June to Batavia tia that 
island and Mauritius in order to make a search for the said Tulp. 
She (? bad not yet) arrived at Batavia before the departure thence 
of these six early return ships, but we hope to hear certain news 
with the three other vessels expected. God grant that it may be 
good. 

After a long and painful voyage of 14 months the galiot ApjM'l- 
boom at last reached Batavia. She had not called at the Gape. 
God grant that we may hear the same news regarding the Tiifp, 
for which we anxiously pray. 

It is very eonvenieiit that you continually advise us regarding 
the nimiLer of ships deapat^^hed each season by the respective 
Chambers, for it enables us to regulate our refreshments accord- 
ingly, especially as regards cattle, so that each vessel may obtain 
what it requires. 

Garden produce is always abundant the whole year through, 
and will become even more abundant now that the freemen are 
cultivating their plots, so that the garrison will be also a consider- 
able gainer, whilst pigs can now also be had. 

Since the departure of your last return ships under the flag of 
the Hon. Sarcerius, no Frenchmen have called here. 

The English vessels that touched here were the yacht Good Will 
from Mui^ulipatnam with coast linen and saltpetre. She an-ivecl 
on the 'Jixl and left on the 15th June for Loudon, with our letters 
of the lOth June. The Egrl (Heilgehog)^ and Olive JBramh from 
London, arrived on the 3rd October last, destined to Surat and 
Bantam. 

Tliey sometimes pester us very mucJi for cattle, often threatoning 
us, that if we refuse, they will pro(H?ed inland, and as they were 
accustomed to do before this, obtain cattle from the nativos in a 
friendly way or otherwise, depending on the commission of their 
** Protector," which according to them, extends even as far as this. 
But what your opinion and orders may be on this subject, we shall 
be very glad to know, and further, if they cannot in a friendly 
manner be dissuaded from carrying out their threats, and whether 
we may resist them by force, that the rights of the Company here 
may not be usiurped by them. 

Also whether they or other foreigners shall be allowed, without 
payment of a toll, to fish here along the shore and in the rivers. 

And when the jetty is finished whether they should not pay 
something for fetching water, as their ships as well as our own will 
have the Denefit of it; so that their men need no longer go up to 
their necks in the water to fill the water casks. 

. Alsii anchorage money, just as is required of our nation in their 
harbours everywhere, and how much. 



297 

It is not unreasonable that foreigners should pay somothing to ^®^*- 
the jetty for the privilege of obtaining water from it. You have ^^^ Mun^n. 
to bear the oosts of its erection and maintenanoe, so that it is not 
unfair that strangers should pay something for the convenience 
afforded them, that the expense may to a certain oxtent be covered. 
Moreover, the more they are haudicapped here in one way and 
another tlie less inclination they will feel to call here. 

We shall not require more than 120 men for the protection of 
the Fort and the redoubts, as the freemen and the slaves expected 
will greatly relieve us ; otherwise the works cannot bo kept going, 
aud nothing further can be taken in hand. 

The annexed invoices will show what seal and other skins have 
been shipped to you. 

(Signed) Johan van Eiebeeck. 



No. 207. 
To Ajnsterdam. 

Received your letters of 23rd March, 9th May and 21st June 
List; also in fair condition the seeds and plants. . . . Ships' 
affairs. ... Of the sick left here during this year and of the 
garrison, not more than eight have died. . . . Refer you to our 
general despatch regarding the development of agriculture and the 
verbal and impartial reports of the Uompany's officials who have 
called here. The wi^e of Sergeant Jan van Harwarden arrived 
safely in the Princes^r RoyacL He has been debited for her 
passage with f 128. Most of the seeds and plants have sj^routed 
and are safe, except the fir trees. Some others should be sent, as 
well as seeds to see whether the latter will not bo more successful ; 
as we have found in the case of other plants that the first attempt 
was a failure, whilst the second succeeded. 

The hop plants were growing nicely but afterwards died without 
producing any seed, so that we can as yet tell you nothing certain 
about beer brewing. We hope for success if we am only grow 
hops. There is sufficient chance here, as at Weesp, to distil 
brandy from com. 

The horse-radishes were all spoilt, because packed in close casks ; 
if they had been sent over in tubs or cases packed in sand and 
exposed to the air and sometimes wetted, they would have arrived 
in good order. This we did in our parage out in the Drommedans, 
when, besides other vegetables, we made a fine salad of the leaves 
for oar refreshment. Moreover, since our arrival we have so 
multiplied the plant that it is almost obtainable in abundance, to 
serve your purposes. 

We obtained seven rabbits with the Princesse Royael^ the male 
of which unfortunately died, so that the females, placed on BobbidQ 
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1667. Itiland, oacnot breed. It will therefore be neeessary to send us 
óth ^lardu some more, especially more than one male. They will no doubt 
thrive very well there. Daasen Island, however, on aooount of the 
stench of the dead seals is unfit for them. According to your 
orders we keep none here on the Continent, lest they damage the 
gardens and crops. 

As we are ourselves as a rule hitherto very soberly provided 
with provisions, we have not been able to breed any pigs, which 
would die of hunger, as we can get but little rice from Batavia. 
We have, however, (succeeded in rearing about forty, mostly of the 
St. Helena kind, but about ten times that number have died as we 
could provide no food for the old or young. But when cultivation 
has advanced, and developed by means of slaves, &c., we shall soon 
be able to rear swine in abundance, as well as fowls, ducks, geese, 
&c., for which also we have hitherto had insufficient food, so that 
we were obliged to eat them. Everything therefore depends on 
agriculture, which, however, cannot be developed without slaves, 
horses and asses, as we have more in hand at present than we can 
keep going with the few men at our disposal. It is therefore 
urgently ueoessarv and high time that your resolution to obtain 
slaves é'om Angola be carried out, so that we may be able to carry 
on the work here according to your intentions during the three 
years that we are still to remain here ; and if you comd deoide to 
send us for the present with every ship of the different chambers 
ten or twelve casks of barley and peas, until we have grown 
enough for ourselves, there would be a chance of breeding pigs, 
fowls and geese in great abundance ; but as long as we are so 
soberly provided with stores for the men, this will be impossible. 
We might certainly feed the pigs on carrots, but more men would 
be required to prepare the ground for the purpose than are 
ueceestiry for grain, &c. 

I had my eye on the root ** uisy '' already before I left home, in 
order to lay before you the profits in an unexpected manner. 
Hence, when I arrived here, I at once made investigations as I 
was well acquainted with the plant in consequence of my frequent 
visits to Japan, whence I had even brought some for my own use, 
and which I have still with me, but the plant here is not the same, 
though it is very similar having also a somewhat aromatic flavour, 
tasting somewhat like aniseed and parsnip, as you may perceive 
from me annexed sample, which, if compared with the real Japan 
'' nisy " will at once imdeceive you ; besides, if I had found it to 
be really "nisy," I would ere this have endeavoured to earn 
honour and favour from the Comjmny in consequence of it, but my 
intentions have been frustrated. I trust, however, that I have 
secured your favour in other ways, and to earn it further by 
seel in your service for which may the Almighty be pleased to 
glTel sie EUs blessing and the required knowledge. These roots 
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may possibly have smie medicinal virtues and find a market at ^^^'^• 
home ; hence we have given it the name of Cape " nisy." Should .^^ij March, 
any profit be derived from it, please let us know^ as we have an 
abundance of it here. 

According to your orders we have written to the India Council 
to supply the Cape with tamarind, at the same time giving our 
opinion on the subject, viz. : that as you believe that it will 
improve the health of the crews between the Cape and India (see 
our despatch of 13th December, 1656), but that in our opinion it 
will be a burden to the return ships, like the provisions for this 
place and that the departing ships take away with them as many 
roots, cabbages, &c., as they may use for many days at sea, we 
believe that tamarind may be excused, especially as the outward 
boimd are so well provided with prunes which are so serviceable 
for the preservation of the health of the crews, and may last as far 
as Batavia. Besides for the same purpose more rice might be sent 
us, instead of tamarind, which, if we do not require it for ourselves 
might be used as cargo for the Angola and Madagascar trade, as 
well as for the necessities of Mauritius. The return fleet may 
bring it without expense. It certainly, with the tamarind, will 
take up a large space in the return ships, but that we leave to your 
wiser judgment. 

When Mr. Ryckloff van Goens arrives, he will, as Commissioner, 
be received with the proper respect, and everything will be laid 
bare before him. 

Regarding my promotion and increase of pay, I have the honour 
to express to you my sincere thanks, which I likewise respectfully 
tender to all the Chambers, and above all to the Hon. the Board 
of Directors, to whom I have expressed my gratitude in a private 
letter, as well as for the expression of their satisfaction with my 
services here. 

The goods sent us in the Paarl will be of no service here, but 
we shall endeavour to get rid of them at Angola or Madagascar. 
The best merchandise for the natives at the Cape is copper and 
tobacco (see Kequisitions). 

(Signed) Johan van Biebbeck. 



No. 208. 

Petition for Merchandise for cattle barter. 

10 very thin yellow copper plates. 

100 thick yellow copper. plates as in previous years. 

150 rings of thin copper wire. 
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For the tfien^K clothiug. 
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2 pieces bltick aud 2 pieces grey cloth. 

5th Haroh« 12 piece6 serge, iucluding 4 or 5 pieces ftue serge " de chalon " 

for women's clothing and for the chief officials. 

oO lbs. silk, among them some dark grey and black. 

50 lbs. white and grey and 50 lbs. red, green, blue and yellow 
cotton thread. 

600 pieces dry and 50 pieces Spanish shoes strongly made. 

300 pcdrs of linen and 300 pairs woollen stockings. 

Various Necessaries. 

Some stock locks and cabinet locks, large and small, as it 
costs us too much time to make them here, hindering as 
they do, more important work. 

3 or 400 good strong and heavier iron shod spades than those 

sent previously. They are very much wanted. 

100 ditto garden spades. Those sent previously were found 
too weak. 

6 kegs of steel for harrow work, as expressly hard axes are 
required for the hard forest wood, and the ordinary staff 
st€^l, according to the smiths, is too soft for the purpose. 

A good quantity of tin to be sold to the married families for 
their convenience, namely dishes, plates, small basins, 
mustard pots, salt cellars, spoons, &c., as tliey are very 
much in want of them. 

Also some metul aud iron pots, 2)an8 aud other kitchen 
utensils. 

2 kei tics with their helnn^ts for distilling brandy, as is douo 
in Weesji, so tliat we may <lis])en8e with an*a(*k from 
Batavia, and gradually help ourselves in every way, &c. 

1 case with all kinds of brushes, scrubbing brushes and Turks 
heads, white washers' brushes, 'lui wagens' (long- 
handled scrubbing brushes (? mops) for the Company and 
the public. They have previously been ordered, but 
have not yet been received. 

1 case with large and small sized paper and quills. 

6 ploughs, viz. : 2 Dutch, 2 ' Deense,' (Danish) and 2 Brabant. 

12 pairs of hides for flails. 

24 scvthes for mowing com, of the smallest kind. 

18 fans. 

20 com shovels, 4 sieve riddles, I handy horse mill, if one has 
not already been sent. 

100 wheel barrows with a double number u£ axles and wheels. 

20 cheese vessels of divert sizes, 20 * monden,' 20 lbs. glue. 

6 lbs. sal anmioniac, 6 Ibe. borax. 
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For the Masoiui and Oarpenters. 

40 or 50 tuns of cement ; 25 trowels ; 10 * Oalcq houwen ' ; ^^' 

10 ditto shovels. 6th March 

100 reef lines and rolls ; 50 plummets. 

For Agriculture. 

All kinds of Fatherland fruit trees, among them also 

chestnuts, &c. 
Laurel, Olive trees will also very likely thrive here. 

Mulberry trees and silk worms, to see whether we can produce 
silk here as in Tonquin and Japan. It may be as successful 
here as in the latter place where it is abundantly culti- 
vated, in addition to what that nation obtains from the 
Company and the Chinese; all which find a ready 
market among them. It may be tried with little 
difficulty. 

Rose trees. 
Wheat seed. 
Juniper trees. 
Medlars, &c. 

Ash and elder tree soeds in boxes with soil ; mast and pine 

trees. 
Hop plants and seed. 

Six or eight qunrtors drj' hops, in onler as soon as possible to 
make an attempt at brewing. 

() tuns of short heavy oats will be good for making oat. 

barley. 
6 tuns of new or fresh Zealand white beans or climbers, and 

some white New Zealand wheat. 

6 tuns of green peas but no white ones, as we obtained last 
year a little from the Rotterdam ships which we found 
to succeed well and much better than the white kind, 

3 tuns vetch. ) very good for the 

3 tims " lies " ) horses, &c. 

8 or ten large ha(*kney horses and mares, but only two 
strJlions in order to get into the breed, and for ploughing 
purposes and other heavy work, as we have not yet 
succc^eded with the young oxen, and in consequence of 
the Bantam war no horses can be obtained from Batavia, 
all being required there for cavalry purposes, according 
to letters receivp»d from the Governor-General and Council 
there. 
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No. 209. 



1657. LiBts of annexures to the pi'eceding despatch, for Aosterdanu 

No. 23. Charts and drawings. 



5tb ^farrb 



No. 210. 



List of annexures to the preceding despatch, for Zealand, 
No. 15. Chai-ts and drawings. 



No. 211. 
List of annexures to the preceding despatch, for Delft. 



No. 212. 
liist of annexures to the preceding despatch, for Botterdam. 



Nos. 213 and 214. 

Lists of annexures to the preceding despatch, for Hoom and 
Enckhuysen. 



No. 215. 
To Batavia. 

28th March. Though we are still occupied in assisting the Hon. Commissioner 
Van Qoens in his inspection of Cape affairs, we cannot omit send- 
ing you this small letter. . . . Ships affairs. . . . After the 
departure of the return fleet, there arrived here from the Father- 
land on the 17th and 18th instant the ships Orangie (having on 
board the Hon. van Gbens aforesaid), and the Malacca ; both from 
the 'Ylie' on the 23rd Nov. last. Exclusive of women and 
children the first carried 389 men, and the second 338; all, 
excepting 2 or 3 in good health. 

For the rest we refer you to the present accompanying letter of 
the Hon. van Gt)en8, and the report which that óommissioner will 
afterwards submit to you. . . . 

(Signed) Johax v. Rtebeeck. 



No. 216. 
List of annexures to the above. 



1667. 
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No. 217. 
To Batavia. 

On the 31st of March last arrived here from Madagascar the 
Fronoh return ship Le Marenchnl^ Admiral Monsieur La Ros, l^tii-A-pril. 
whioh passed here last year from France. She had been in the 
Ked Sea and, as far as we could gather, had captured there a 
small Moorish vessel, bound from Mocha to Surat, with doth, 
pieces of eight and musk. The cloth they had exchanged on the 
island Succotora for civet and aloes, with which the vessel is 
principally laden. She is bound to Nantes. In consequence of 
the want of sails and other necessaries, they had been obliged to 
leave the other three vessels at Madagascar, where they had 
beached them, so that they had become total wrecks. About 400 
of their men had died, so that they appear to have had a fruitless 
and useless voyage, and done nothing very particular, as you will 
1)6 able to hear more fully from Mr. van Goens himself. 

With this vessel arrived 4 sailors of the Ghaliot Tulpy whioh 
between the 1st and 2nd December, 1656, had in the River 
Oalamboule in Madagascar, when she had taken in her full cargo 
of rice, and was ready to leave the next day, been completely 
destroyed in a hurricane. The men, however, and a portion of the 
r-argo were saved. After this disaster thirteen of the men died on 
the island, including the skipper, the junior merchant Yerburgh, 
tlie mate and the assistant Cornells van Heyningen ; so that only 
10 survived, viz: the 4 that arrived here in the French ship, and 
the six that are still on Madagascar at the French Fort * Tolonhare ' 
or ' Dolphyn,' taking care of the goods that had been saved. The 
Hon. van Goens will be able to give you further particulars. . . . 

(Signed) Joh an v. Rirbeeck. 



No. 218. 
list of annexiu'es to the above despatch. 



No. 219. 
To the Directors at Amsterdam or Middelburg. 

Ships affairs. This letter sent by the French ship the Mareêchal 13th April 
which is proceeding to Nantes, whence it will be forwarded 
to you. 

According to circumstances affairs here are fairlv prosperous. 
With the three ships still expected we shall again wnte. 
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1(567. Arrival of the MareRckaJ^ her doiags in the Red Sea; the state 

13th April. ^^ ^^® three other vessels at Madagascar (nee preceding despatch). 
The two hundred survivors left behind on that island, so that 
thoy will have little inclination to undertake a second voyage. 

The taking of Colombo has much delighted us, and whilst still 
having peace with the Mattaram, we trust tliat afPairs will now get 
into better trim. . . . 

(Signed) R. van Goens. 

JOHAN VAN RlRBEKCK. 



No. 220. 
To Batavia. 

istli April. To say much of Cape afFairs now would be superfluous, as the 
Hon. V. Gbens on his arrival will be able to give you detailed 
information. (See also copy of our despatch to the Directors). . . . 
We send you by this opportunity 24 Rhinoceros horns and 12 
large and small bags with different kinds of Cape garden seeds. 

After careful inspection and deliberation regarding the best 
manner in which to attain the Company's chief object, viz. : the 
raising of wheat and the obtaining of cattle in great abundance, it 
was finally decided that the surest way would be to cut a canal ten 
feet broad and six feet deep through the isthmus between Table 
and False Bays, and fortify it with some small ravelins and 12 
redoubts, as will be seen from the annexed chart, drawn by the 
Hon. van Goens, which would confine within the limits of the 
Peninsula such Hottentoos as are sufficiently rich in cattle, and 
have always hindered us from trading with the real Saldanhars, 
viz. : flerry, Caepmen, or the big and the black ciiptain ; so that 
they may be kept under proper control and we may make with 
them such bearable conditions as may be practicable, and at the 
same time trade with the Saldanhars at the redoubts, keeping the 
Cape tribes away from them that our trade may not be hindered. 
The Hon. van Goens will explain the matter more fully to you, 
and inform you of the instructions left behind by him here. . . . 

(Signed) Johan van Riebeeck. 



No. 221. 
list'^of annexures to the preceding despatch. 
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1657. 

No. 222. 23th April. 

To the Seventeen. 

Ships' arrivals and departures. The })lants sent us by these 
Tessels have mostly arrived in good condition, so that no more need 
be sent, as enough are growing for us to get into the kinds. It 
will however be a good thing if you were to send us a large quan- 
tity of wheat, rye and oats for sowing in order the sooner to have 
abundance, as we are at present setting aside everything in order 
to take in hand with united strength the cultivation of wheat, 
hoping to get about 100 morgon of land under the plough, whilst 
the freemen will have fully half of that quantity ready for sowing. 
We shall however not be able to sow more than 27 or 28 morgen 
through want of seed, so that we shall require fully 20 lasts, the 
half consisting of wheat and the half of rye, oats and barley. If 
we only had draft oxen and horses in sufficient numbers many 
persons would have taken out free papers. At present they are 
ten in number, but we have not sufficient grain for them, so that 
not too much fresh seed can be sent us with the winter ships. 

Commissioner van Goens has completed his work here and left 
us his instructions. His letters and papers wo have sent you in 
duplicate. We would have also sent you a complete sot with this 
little vessel (the English ship Goufshlom) but as they contain all 
the secrets of this Residency, and we also fear that on account of 
the smallness of this craft she may be captured by other nations 
into whose hands our papers would th(»n fall, we did not dare to 
venture it ; sendias: you instead this brief letter : and the more 
so, as we were informed by this Englishman that when he left 
Batavia on the 31st Jan. last, your late return squadron was 
believed to leave 3 or 4 days later, so that we expect it every 
moment. 

He also mentioned that Bantam was besieged by 6 or 8 ships on 
the sea side. There was as yet no difficulty with the Matt^*am, 
excepting that he had not yet opened his harbours for oommeroe. 
Batavia however was well provided with rice. 

The Hon. van Goens, immediately after his arrival carefully 
examined every place and vaUey, &c., and had them marked down 
in a chart, which will reach you with the return fleet expected. 
But as it may unfortunately pass the Cape, which we do not hope 
however, we here briefly mention what we deemed the best to take 
in hand in order to realize your object, that we may in good time 
receive your advice on the same. (N.B. — Van Biebeeok mentions 
in detail Van Qoen's proposal to cut a canal through the isthmus, 
as fully described in the despatch to Batavia dated 18th April, 
1657, No. 220). We expect your orders on the subject that we 
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^^^- may eitlier begin the woik or not. At leant 1,600 shovels and 
23th April, spades will be requiied ; whilst we shall infonn yon later what 
otner tools we may require. 

(Signed) Joiun van Bibbkbck. 



No. 223. 
To Batayia. 
26th April. In his despatch of the 4th (?) 1657, the Directors of the Amster- 
dam Chamber have ordered us to take out of the ship Orangie and 
detain here Harman Hendricx and Jan Dircxe, but as the ship had 
left two days previously, we decided to mention the matter in this. 

This leaves with the little flute De Vinch^ wliich arrived here on 
the 19th inst. She is the lightest of this year's equipment, and 
according to your orders and Mr. van Goen*s instructions, has been 
despatched to the South Land, in order with the greatest prudence 
and the least ])068ible danger to itself, to search for the wrecked 
Draak. Previously however we likewise consulted the skippers 
and master of that vessel and of the flute Veiunburg (which 
arrived here on the 25th; see our Resolutions annexed). God 
grant his blessing on this expedition for the rescue of those unfor- 
tunates, and the prevention of similar disasters. 

We send you our petition for next year. 

Arrival here on the 21et inst. of the little English vessel GouU- 
hlotii (Marigold). Had left Batavia on the 31st January last. As 
the Captain reported that the late return squadron intended to leave 
three or four days after he did, we kept back the letters and papers 
of the Hon. van Goens, hoping that the vessels would arrive soon. 
(Oplonderen). We also fear that as the English vessel is very 
small, she may be captured by Spanish or Turkish ships which 
are cruising about the Channel, so that our papers would fall into 
the hands of tlie latter. But should our squadron pass the Cape 
>v it bout calling, we have written hurriedly and by means of the 
alphabet (? in cipher) and in a small letter commimicated to the 
Directors that which we deemed should be kept the most secret, 
that wt? may without delay receive their orders accordingly (see 
annexed (opy of our Resolutions of the 29th instant) according to 
which we also transferred the two money chests from the Vinck 
and the Vcuenhunj^ so as to prevent loss. 

(Signed; Johan > an Riebbbck. 



No. 22;3a. 



Petiti(m from India for the Cape. 

8 bales guinea linen ; 2 do. blankets ; 2 do. baftas ; 2 do. 
taffechelas ; 1 do. ginghams ; 2 do. momys ; 1 do. salampomns ; 
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2 do. sail cloth, for clothing for the men ; some spices, viz,, 1 picol *^''- 
pepper ; 12 lbs. mace ; 20 Ihs. cinnamon ; and a little cloves for 2r,th April, 
the food of the &uk daily separately prepared ; vory much required. 

The following we havo asked the Hon. van Ooens to obtain for 
us : — 

5 or 6 Javans or Chinese experts in rice planting, and some 

good new paddy with them. 
40 or 50 slaves for the Cape instead of the same number of 

Angolese. 
40 or 50 lasts of rice, if possible via Mauritius and Mada- 

ga8<ar, that at the same time the men of the Ttiip 

may be removed fi*om the latter island ; this would enable 

us to save all our grain for sowing. 
Bamboo and cocoa nuts to make a new effort. 
Horses as many as ean be sent. 

N.B. — It would be well if we oouldbe provided with new paddy 
in September or October, which might be obtained at Madagascar, 
as at that time the cold here ceases and the warm weather sets in. 



No. 224. 



Instructions for tbe otficers of th(^ Hute Vinck despatched in search 
of the wrecked ship Dmak in the South land. 

The loss of the Draak in about J^O.:f degrees in the said South 
land, many of whfise crew have been left on shore there in a desolate 
state, and have not been found by the flute De Valck and the 
yacht Dc Ooede Hoop despatched thither from Batavia on the 8th 
June last, has induced the India Government in their letter of the 
4th Dec. last to order us to despatch a second expedition with one 
of the lightest vessels arriving from home. This you know from 
the Council itself as well as from outside, whilst you were present 
when it was decided to despatch the Vinck for the purpose as she 
has been considered the best for the purpose ; hence you shall leave» 
\\ith the first fair wind and endeavour to reach the South land in 
32,^ degrees, where according to the charts you will find anchorage 
at 100, 80 and less fathoms, sand hill country, covered with trees 
and bush, thence you shall sail along the shore and lie to during 
the night with small sail, carefully looking out for fires and other 
signs, m order to discover the poor " castaways " or signs of the 
wreck, that you may deliver them from their misery and take 
them to Batavia, as well as the specie and such other goods as you 
may still be able to recover from the wreck without danger to 
voursolves. According to the orders of the Directors you are 
besides to be very careful in landing on the South land, and study 

W 2 ' 
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1^7* good seamanship, being neTertheless zealous in the di8obarge of 
16th May. J^^^ duty, as, should you discover the men you will secure great 
honor at Batavia for your good work done on behalf of the poor 
people now being sought for. We further refer you to the printed 
instructions of the Directors regarding the manner in which, and 
the season when the South land may be visited or passed, and 
what rocks, shallows, &c., are to be dreaded there ; and can only 
add that we advise you when reaching those shores always to use 
the lead and carefully to look out for rocks, shallows, &e., as yet 
unknown, writing down everything and laying it dowTi carefiüly 
in charts for future guidance of the Company's vessels that may 
hereafter visit those coasts. 

And that you may the better understand the intention of the 
Irovemor-General and Council of India for tlie searching for and 
the deliverance of the aforesaid miserable men, we have added to 
this an extract from their despatch to us, as well as a copy of their 
resolution dated the 7th June last, as well as the letter sent by the 
shipwrecked men to their Honours received by the little boat, all 
which have been sent to us. You may read the whole during the 
voyage that you may the better grasp the orders and earnestness 
of their Honours. 

And as we do not hope that we need doubt your zeal, we wish 
you good success and a safe voyage. 

(Signed) Johax van Eiekbec-k. 



No. 225. 



List of papers sent to Batavia in the little flute De Vinck. 

No. 12. 2 charts, large and small compass (bestek) of the South 
laod, taken from the Venenlmrg and delivered to the oflBcers of l)e 
Vinck, 



No. 226. 
List of papers sent to Batavia in the flute Vefimhurg. 



No. 227. 
To Batavia. 

Ships' arrivals. The Gecroonde Lcnnc brought us from home a 
horse mill and three mill wrights to put it up hurriedly and then 
to proceed to India. We have kept them here and will send them 



on with tbö ixréi öhip of tli« May sijuadroo to Batavia to put up 
th© saw mills ihöre, for which, tis they told ub, many tools are ou 
boATfl the May ships. 

We have al&t* laoded from the Or/ertier Koelaut van de WaHe, 
an expert pi o ugh maker, in nnler to raake a large numher of 
phiughs to hold in stock, as well as some woodwork tor wagons. 
In the meanwhile we keep ourselves principally busy with agri- 
culturej which would prosper ëplendidly if we wt^re not in waut of 
draft oxen and horses. No pdnt^, however, will ho spared to get 
on at present as well ns possible with the sobor means at our 
disposaL 

An English vessjel, Thf Mayiffofn^r^ anived here on tlie 9th 
instant from Coromandeh She was oommandf^d by WilHam 
Wliite, laden with üoast oloth, saltpetre and some yugdr* She 
carried 50 men. As we have given up waiting for the arrival of 
the late return sqnstdrou, wl* have decided to entrust her with the 
letter left here by the Hon. van Goons, as well as our further 
deepatohes to the .Soventetju, We trust that they will be safely 
deliver^. 

She hiLd a very jiaiiiful voyage hither from the ^oast of Coro- 
mandel^ and suffered great damage in her hull and rigging. 
Moreover, she wa» so ill-providod with supplies that she was 
unable to proceed further. Wo had to repair hf^r with the asaif- 
tanoe of the ships* oarpontera, otherwise sho would have heeii left 
on our hands^ one of her sides being oompletoly knooktjd away by 
heavy seas off this ooast. They ottered us «ome of their i;argo for 
sale, but as the cloth had been damaged by salt water w*f döC lined 
to buy any, so that we decided from Christian ♦.charity to supply 
them with some provisions that they might not psrish from himger 
or want, or play the desperate here« Sae our annexed Hesolution. 

(Signed) Jqhan van üiebërok. 
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Ships* arrivals. Arrival f*t the Oianfjir, having on board the 

Uou. van Gtoons AtM^ording to your ordera he was received 

by us with all [Kiiaibio r*^s[joct, and e very thing regarding this 
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\W^"- : Ri^sideiicy was laid open before liim. He, in the first place, 
Atirïlay 03camined the conditions and positions of the lauds, valleys, 
mountains, hills and harbours of this place, especially the distance 
of the plain between Table and False Bays, personally going out 
every day for the purpose. Having had everything carefully 
surveyed in our presence, he found the distance or breadth of the 
neck between tlie two bays at the narrowest exactly 5,135 roods, 
or fully 2 J Dutch miles of 2,000 roo<ls por milo, right across from 
8. by E. to N. by W. in a straight line from one bay to the other, 
marked off with poles planted 100 roods from each other, to serve 
as a base along which to mark off the lands which are to be given 
out in fine well regulated parks, just as a beginning has been made 
by- His Honour with the Harman and Steven Companies. 

But the principal question also was, how to cut off, garrison, or 
protect that isthmus in the least expensive manner for the Com- 
pany, so that no other natives might be able to go in or out than 
those permitted to do so by us. The Hon. Commissioner, how- 
ever, was pleased to let uh express our own untrammelled opinion 
and advice, which is as follows ; — 

That the narrow neck, taken in a straight line, in consequence 
of the many downs at False Bay as far as the beach, cannot in the 
directions indicated be enclosed except with great labour and 
trouble. That it would be mucli better to proceed from the Salt 
Kiver, which adjoins Table Bay, along the aforesaid beacoQS 
straight towards or near to the downs of False Bay, a dintance of 
about 3,000 roods, and then across along the back of those downs 
W. by 8. and about 8. by W.. with a slight angle 3,300 rood« 
further towards the point of the mountain I'ange of this Cape, to 
which we have at present given the name of the Steeubergen, a 
total of 6,800 roods. Within the last mentioned cross line are 
situated, to our great advantage and convenience, two large, broad 
and deep pools (locken), which no cattle or human beings can 
cross. This fence, we believe, could be very esLSily and cheaply 
made, with an entrenchment tending as aforesaid, 8 feet high, 
and with a little canal on the out or inside 10 feet broad and 6 or 
«s i(.>Lt deep. Moreover, redoubts should be built 500 roods distant 
from each other, each armed with two eight-pounders in order to 
sweep the intervening spaces, and prevent any attack on the 
entrenchment. Fifteen redoubts would be required, and in our 
opinion, would be quite far enough from each other and con- 
veniently garrisonixl with 5 soldiers, or a total of 57 men, who 
might during the day look after the Company's cattle and take 
them out. Between these redoubts, as an additional strengthening, 
small ravelines might be erected 50 roods from each other, each 
centre one being 250 roods distant from the nearest redoubt, and 
each one also to carry an eight-pounder, so that together there 
Would be required (number not given) pieces. The centre ravoU n 



311 

and redoubts would then be able to cover each other beautifully ^^7 
and ably, whilst the remaiuing ravelins being 50 roods distant iothliiay 
from eaiii other might do tho same with muskets or firelocks, and 
be garrisoned daily with the same men. And should the natives 
commit any violence against them, the freemen and the rest of the 
men of the Cape Qarrison might be called out for assistance and 
surer defence, &c. Thus, in our humble opinion the Company 
would be able to make herself complete mistress of tho Cape, that 
is to say^ as regards the natives of this country, and prevent every 
one of them to go in or out of the trenchment with his cattle 
without our permission. Thus we would be able to cultivate the 
lands, and the Freemen especially would be able to possess their 
own with greater security, which for the present is, in our opinion, 
a weighty consideration. 

On the other hand it would be such a check on Herry, tho 
Caapmen and the black Captain, who together possess fully a 
thousand cattle and sheep, and are togetuer ai^oomplices in the 
murder of the boy and the ttieft of the Company's cattle. Haviug 
been decoyed witliin the entrenchment (for they are still without 
any evil suspicion, being always treated in a friendly manner) they 
might be mcely kept inside, without being able to get outside 
without our consent. Thus means might also be discovered to 
make such reasonable conditions with them as regards the barter 
of cattle, our intercourse with them, &c. (they being then confined 
within the dominion of the Company), as may, in accordance with 
your orders, be of the greatest service to the Company, wituout 
however causing them any other oppression than keeping them 
confined within the aforesaid limits of the Company, wtuch iu our 
opinion they have richly deserved by reason of the crimes com- 
mitted by them. Nor should any of them be let out, lest they 
should instigate the Saldanhars against us, with which trib^ (which 
is more reasonable and more inclined to trade than these) we 
might establish the tm lo at one of the aforesaid redoubts outside 
the entrenchment. And as they would notice that the others 
were enclosed and that we were inclined to trade with them in 
friendship, they would, in our opinion approach us with more 
oontidencey and bring down with them much cattle, ai it han 
uliojys been evident to m t/iat Herry , the Caapm^y and tlie black 
Gaptaif^s kept tJie Szldanhird awiy from as^ and caused them 
great trouble when they came here, by begging and taking 
from them what they receive! from the Company for their cattle. 
Tea, Herry even dared to suggest boldly (even in the presence 
of the Hon. Mr. van Qoens) to seize, kill, or oarry off all the 
Saldanhars that might arrive here with their cattle, and seize all 
their cattle for tüe Company; but as we always showed 
ourselve averse from doing such a thing, he often daxei 
to say that he would be angry with the Oommander as loog as 
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1667. this was not doue. Hence as long as we do not carry out 
20th May. ^^1® P^*^ above suggested, and as long as these natives are not 
confined within the Peninsula, it will be difficult, and a 
tedious business to realise the Company's chief purpose, viz. : to 
obtain as much cattle as is necessary for all the ships and this 
garrison, and especially for transmission to India in the form of 
meat, as many animals as are required for the purpose. Moveover 
should we obtain much cattle, we would require more men than 
at present employed in herding. Fourteen or fifteen are now 
daily employed, and as many as twenty and twenty-five on 
Sundays during divine service. At present some wat(jh houses are 
also required for the protection of the freemen and their lands, 
that the cattle of the Company and the freemen may safely graze 
under our guns, an ice Iiace aliTtuly often informed you thai the 
pasturage in Table Valley is too little and often too jh)oK The 
watch houses and redoubts will, however, be guarded by the 
freemen, according to further conditions made with them by 
his Honour, as will appear from his own letters and the 

annexures to thi« 

On the 31st March last arrived one of the French ships whioh 
had called here hist year from France on their way to Madagascar. 
She was the Jfariehal with Mons. Lacos as Admiral on board, and 
had returned from Madagascar whence she and her consorts had 
sailed for the Red Sea, where they had captured a Moorish ship 
of Mooha bound to Surat with clothing, musk and reals of 
eight. The clothing they had exchanged on the Island 8uooot<H« 
for civet, aloes and amber which she was now taking home. 
She carried 200 men ; the rest had remained at the Fortress 
Tolinhar, near St. Lucui Bay, and died there. The other three 
ships were left helpless at Madagascar in consequence of the want 
of sails and other ship's necessaries, and having been beached were 
gradually rotting away. They were the St. Jori^ and La JBrman 
at St Maria Islands, and La duche^se at Tolinhar, also called 
Fort Dauphin, whioh is merely a wooden stockade, whioh they 
liad repaired a little. In the bay Antongil they had left 17 
Freaohmen in a bamboo hut without any fortification whatever, 
in order to form an alliance with the King. For the rest they do 
not appear to have done anything particular, and seem to oe in 
a pretty mess. 

This vessel, Marichaly brought us from Madagascar four sailors 
of the galiot Tulp, who reported that that vessel when lying 
before the river Calamboele, fully laden with rice and slaves, and 
quite ready to leave, had been suddenly, in the night between the 
Ist and 2nd Deoember, 1655, been overtaken by a violent 
hurricane, hurled from her three anchors to sea and then oast on 
shore. The men, however, and some merchandise and cash had, 
Veen saved, and afterwanls conveyed to the island SL Maria 
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lying opposite to the spat. ïhie had beeo dune by meanB of 1057. 
native oauoBS. A violent 8iokn©63 had theu hrokeii out among the aQjij^j^_ 
men, thirteen had died within a very short time, among them the 
Skipper CornelLs Jansz ■ the junior Men^hant Fredi-rlk Verbnrgh 
(bo that w«^ have lust our Beounde), the assistant Cornelifi van 
Hejningen, cliief mate, &o* Ten aocordingly surviv*:!d and were 
cunveyed in the Freneh vessels to Tolinhar. Fonr of them were 
brought hither hy Lt* Jlanrhat The remaiuing six are con- 
soqueatly gtill there with the little metohandise that was saved 
Mons, Lirofili saying that he was toe» full to be able to take them, 
d uddaoiug m^nj other ** blaauwe bloemetjes" of the same kind) 
whieh they will VL^ry likel>' have to use np completely for their 
support^ as they do not expect roliet from entering the French 
Bar vice but rather from this place. 

Not only is the loss suffered by the Company greatj but the rioe 
would have been of immense 8er?it^(» to us, a^ 40 lasti had been 
obtained there in a short time and cheaply. Moreover the natives 
would hsLve been eaeouraged to plant all their lauds with rioe, so 
that we would have had a Sne pantry there on which to depend 
for the present until we have so far advanced in agriculture as to 
be able to «^xist entirely on (Jap 9 produce. Every effort shall now 
b© made to this eud. If we only had 86e<l corn and draught oxen 
or horw.^3 jsudii^icitt, but fur the present that is the hitehj otherwise 
we would 80on lie able to dep ?nd o a ourselves entirely in the 
matter o! graiu. This .s^^isDii we shall not be able to cultivate 
more than 27 or 28 m^rgjn of ciru land^ the fir sit orop of which we 
shall have to keep as seed for the following seasoa, without the 
possibility of one grain bt^iug used for food* Therefore the more 
wheat) rye, oats and birlej? are sent us for seed, the sooner we 
shall be able to fill our granaries with gnin of our own growth. 

From Mfi G^oens' letteer you will gather how mueh we need a 
s3iaU galiot or yaobt, with three masts, a little larger than the 
Titipi BO that we have added it to our requisition* 

Most of the plants sent us arrived safely ani hiVó bjen planted. 
With these we have oommonoei to make a Datch orchard bohiud 
the Table Monutaiii on the level eountry in which the corn land=^ 
are situated. There is now so much that we believe tbat wj uuve 
sutficioat for rearing an abundance in future, so that it will not \n 
necessary to send us any mort^ which aoeording to your letter, you 
intend doing by tbe following ships. 

In nuf previous letk^r we mentioned thit nine pijraon^ have 
become freemen. Since thou another was added to the number, 
so that there are now ten, all told and divided into throa camp-inies, 
visB. : Two of four, and one of two persons, settled on the apcits 
already meutioncd and more fully to be desoribai by Mr. van 
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1657. TJie ooiiditioQS made with theoi by his Ilonour are as follows : — 

20th"ïf»y. That every person of the new burgerye shall receive in freehold 
S. by E. and N. by W. in length right over the neck along the 
river named the Idesbeeoq, 40 roods, and in depth E. by N. 
towards the moimtains of Ahica 200 roods, for 12 years without 
any taxes or impositions, aooordine to their title deeds. 

That they shall remain free aU that time, and sow the lands 
only with wheat, rye, oats, barley and rice. The uncidtivated 
land remaining as pasture for the Company. 

The Company shall pay them at all times for their grain as 
follows : — 



1 last of 3,600 lbs. wheat 
1 „ ,« yn „ nee 

* » » » » ^y** 


-*■ »l *t >» 


„ oats 
,, barley 



i- 



a price to be fixed later. 



/ at such a price as may be obtained 
from the Company when the latter 



requires any. 

To help them on their legis they will be provided with ploughs, 
harrows, wagons, spades, shovels, &c., during the first three years, 
and all their tools, <&c., will be repaired gratis by the Oompany's 
workmen. Everything of the above to be sold them at cost 
price. 

Cattle trade with the natives is permitted them subject to 
previous approval of the Commander, provided that they do not 
pay more for the animals than tlie Company usually does, and 
buy all their necessary merchandise from the Company only. 
They sliall not sell their cows, sheep and pigs to any of the 
vessels arriving here, except with permissioQ, but everything 
that they can spare, they shall be bound to deliver to the 
Comt^any, viz.: — 

1 head of cattle for f 12 for which sum their draught oxen 
have been sold to them on credit. 

1 sheep fur f3. 

1 pig aocoitling to the price agreed to with the Com* 
mander by weight. 

The supply of cattle to ships «hall remain at Uie sole 
disposal of Üie Company, excepting what they (die burghers) 
require for their own eonsmiuption or may sell to other burghers. 

Such garden fruit as the Company pnivides for its own 
people, they sliail not until further orders plant, except for 
their own lonsumptiou. 

Fishing will be allowini to everyone imtil further orders, 
provided that no time required for com planting is employed 
for it. 

For that reason tobaooo planting will have to remain in 
mbeymnoe until fuith^ odlers from our Lords Prindpala. 
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No one shall without consent shoot any birds or wild animals 1667. 
except such as are injurious, ejj.y lions, tigers, &c., receiving the 2oth'M 
following premiums: — *^* 

For a lion f2ö. 
„ „ tiger f25. 
„ „ Wolf f20. 
„ „ Leopard flO. 

No one shall be allowed to board any English, French or other 
foreign vessel without having previously obtained the Commander's 
consent. 

The burghers Bhall be bound to guard all such watch houses and 
redoubts or fortresses as have been and may still be erected by the 
Company for their protection. For that purpose every one shall 
be bound to maintain at his own cost his own fire and side arms 
necessary for the purpose. 

These are the conditions made with the burghers by the Hon. 
van 3-oens. Those previously made by us with them you will 
find in our letters of the 21st February last, so that you will be 
able to see the corrections made by his Honour. And that wheat 
growing may not retrograde, we shall do our best to see who 
(of the growers) does the smartest work, that we may show that 
it will not be our fault should there be no progress. 

Exclusive of tlie sick of the vessels^ the garrison has been cut 
down to 100 men. The good result you will learn in time. If 
we only had enough horses, draught oxen and proper ploughs, a 
considerable lot of ground would üave been ploughed this season. 
As best we could we have made here 3 or 4 ploughshares, bat we 
cannot get them as right as we wish, and therefore ask you to 
send us 12 Zealand plough shares of from 20 to 26 lbs. weight, 
obtainable from Paulus Kyckert at Middelburg, residing at the 
New Cattle Market, and to be approved of by Nicolaas van de 
Wallcy who is an expert in these matters, acconlmg to the evidence 
of Koeland van de Walie, an experc plough maker who arrived 
here from Zealand in the Oycoaer and is well kno'^vii to the 
directors of that Chamber. Ue has been foua 1 vciy serviceable 
here for this kind of work. 

Besides the shares for ploughing we also request six couUors 
and six " schyven " for ditto foot or Zealand ploughs, and 'Zb 
largo iron plates from which to make more shares and '' schyven " 
for the same, or more ploughs. 

The freemen will have to gü deeply into debt, as they have not 
even anything to pay for their food, and everything has to be 
advanced to them on credit. We request you to inform us how 
far we may proceed on this point. 

This, with an enclosed set of documents of the Hon. van (J-oens, 
will reach you over England by the Eaglish ship the Mii/ Tree. 
which arrived here on tiie i^th from Uoromandeii laden witu coas^ 
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1657. linen, saltpetre, and a little su^. She was three months on the 
loth Mar. ^^7^^' ^^^ oaptain's name is Wilhem Whit, a son of the late 
captain of the same name. She oarries 50 men, with but little 
provisions for them, &o. 

And though we suspect that all the secrets of this promontory 
are contained in the secret papers, we have — as we have already 
begun to despair of the arrival of the last 8i][uadron from 
Batavia, which may perhaps have passed on to bt. Helena, — 
decided to entrust them to the Jfay, according to orders of Üie 
Hon. van Qoens, in consequence of the long delay of the last 
squadron, that you may not remain destitute of the same this 
year, and we may the sooner receive your order on their contents. 
We have accordingly not deemed it necessary in this case to use 
the alphabet, as if our friends were unfaithful, everything might 
be read in the papers of his Honour. What we wrote you on the 
24th April last by the English ship Ooutsbhmy and by means of 
the alphabet, you may gather from the annexed copy. We wore 
then still hoping tbat the last return ships (which were ready to 
sail from Batavia on the 31st January) would call here, henoe we 
did not deem it necessary, according to Hon. van Goens' orden 
to send the papers mentioned with her, but merely by means of 
the alphabet to communicate to you briefly the most secret porüoa. 
But as we are now beginning to despair, we dare not detain the 
documents any longer, regarding which we urgently require your 
instructions for our guidance, <&c. We trust that these letters, 
like all others, will be faithfully conveyed to you. ^ • . . 

Most of the Dutch sheep have arrived well, excepting a few 
killed during the voyage for the sick, so that at present we havu 
abeady 30 old and young, with the hope that they will multiply 
prosperouriy. 

We have not received any asses with the Veenenburg, The 
skipper said that he could not touch at Hhe Fuego, so tlut 
we remain destitute of them, and incapable of travelling inland ; 
the animals being required for carrying tiiQ supplies of the exploren, 
&o. 

We have no swans, but the Oecroonde Lecaw brought us seven 
turkeys. We saw some (swans) on the previous vessels, but only 
now, since the arrival of the Veenenburgy discovered that they 
were intended for the Cape. They^ however, went on with the 
ships. 

The apples, pears, quinces, &c., arrived rotten, but aooording to 
your orders we have planted the pips, as we have often done before, 
but hitherto nothing has come of them. Our plantations, however, 
are in excellent order, and the produce, backed by your Honour's 
assistaaoe, has been so satisfactory that we think that we have 
'Vtmgh now for further propagation. 
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Some little walnut and chestnut trees, sent over in cases, are ^657. 
ffTOwing beautifully, so (hat a s^ood many may be propagated from 20th"May. 
them. 

The earth nuts sent us in baskets, arrived in good condition, 
and we had them planted throughout the com lands. The seed 
was sown mixed with that of grain, and there is no doubt of its 
success. 

From the general despatch of the High Govemmont of India, 
received by the return fleet under the Hon. Crab, you will gather 
that we have been ordered to despatch one of the lightest vessels 
from home to the South Land (Australia) to make one more effort 
to search for the crew of the wrecked ship, the Draaky lost last 
year in about SO"". After consultation with the officers of the 
Venenhurgh and Vlncq^ we decided to select the latter vessel for 
the purpose. She arrived here from Zealand on the 9th April 
last, and left for her destination on the 27th following. See our 
annexed resolutions and instructions. 

From the annexed resolutions and receipts you will understand 
why we supplied tin* English ship Maybomn in her great need with 
one thing and another out of our ships — de Gccroomfp Leeuw and 
Oyeraer. Had we not done so, they would have landed, and in 
despair woidd have taken the cattle of the residents without love 
(zonder minne), in ordc»r not to perish from hunger or other 
distress. Thus, in order to get rid of them and from 
oompassion, and also that they might the more faithfully 
hand you our letters, we have the more readily resolved on that 
course, leaving the payment to your decision. We trust that you 
will not take it amiss, as they were in such distress that they 
were objects of commiseration even for stony hearts. Tea ! 
they even offered to sell the ship and the cargo to the Company, 
but as the cargo had mostly l>een damaged by salt water and 
very much spoilt, we did not deem it profitable. Moreover, we 
dreaded that new troubles or disturbances for the Company 
with that nation might be the result. We therefore request 
your instructions how to act in future under similar circumstances. 
The annexed memorandum will show that all the ships of the 
early winter have passed here well — God be praised ! . . . . 

(Signed) J. v. Birkeeck. 

Supplementary' requisition for the Cape. 

25 good " sneUe haecxs,'' i for the redoubts or wat(^h- 

12 good light metal " bastions," ( houses — very neoessar}^ 
100 snaplocks, to be used instead of muskets, to save matches. 
Medicines as in previous years. 

I galiot with tbree masts — a little larger than the Tulp — and 
with two orlops, very necessary to obtain annually from St. 
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ifi67. Helena the goods laden for this plaoe in the return fleets that . 
20th May. P^^^s here, so that we remain destitute of them, as happened to 
our cost lately in the case of Hel Waj)€n ran Hollant, She will 
also he of use to convoy the vessels into the hay and warn them 
should any foreign ships be here, as well as a go-between for 
the return fleet between this and St. Helena with your orders to 
wait a longer or shorter time there for the latest ships. 

1 *nn A r^^ ^^ canal and entrenchment are to be made, 
VfciCi ? 1 * < otherwise 200 will be suflioient for our daily 
l,r>00 shovels. ^^ work at present. 

*)00 pickaxes a hand broad, as at least 80 or 100 and more men 
will have to be employed, and a margin must be left for breakages. 
We, find however, that not much can be done with the men from 
the ships, for before they are acxïustomed to the work they have to 
go, so that permanent workmen are indispensable. 

1 small round common army tent for 10 or 15 men. 

We have received no asses by the Venenburgh, the skipper say- 
ing tha' he could not call at Ilhe Fuego, so that we are still 
destitute of them. 

A good quantity of Zealand and other good and new wheat, 
barley, oats, and rye for seed. 

1 land surveyor's chain and other instruments. 

12 Zealand plough irons or shares fnim 20 to 26 lbs. weigat, to 
be made by Paulus Ryokert, according to the direction of Nioolaa^ 
van de Walle of Middelburgh. 

15 large iron plates from which to make the same, as light an<f 
heavy as may be deemed necessary. 

6 light shares for light foot ploughs for light land, alao found 
here. 

6 " sohy ven " for the foot ploughs. 

Some sealing wax, forgotten in the former requisition. 

Rabbits. The half bucks, for if we had had the latter on the { 
island the increase would have been great j 

N.B. — In oiur requisition sent with the Mayhloni we mentioned | 
ploughshares weighing from 25 to 31 lbs., but you will be pleased 
to understand that they need not be heavier than from 20 to JG 
lbs. 

Some bushel, speek, or other grain measures, and informatioa 
how many bushels go to a last of wheat, rye, oats, barley, pess, 
beanSy &c ; and at what prioe the Company is pleased to accept 
tlücame. 

Abo what should be paid for grinding barley, meal, malt, &o., 
fiü mill should also be handed over to the freemen, in order to 
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To the Amsterdam Chamber. ^^^7. 

Beoeived letter from the Amsterdam Chamber, dated 6th Nov. 17th May. 
last, in reply to ours of the 10th June of the same year ; also your 
later letters of the 18th and 25th Nov, and 4th Dec, the latter of 
ivhioh contained your iufitru(»tions to land from the Orangitn Har- 
man Ilendriexs and Jan Dircx ; but as the vessel had left two days 
previously with Mr. v. Qoens for Batavia, we were unable to do so. 
We, however, sent oopies of your letter to Batavia by the Vinvq 
and Vf^ffihrny. 

We were pleased that you approved of the watch houses (Tected 
for the prot(»ction of the lands. What we further intend doing 
you will gather from our general despatch to the Seventeen and 
the letters of the Hon. van Goens to the same hereunto annexed. 

How the grain sown by way of trial has been a success, we have 
already notified to you, so that according to your orders we shall 
do our very best to develop agriculture, in order as soon as possible 
to have an abundance of grain. For that purpose it will be neces- 
sary for you for tlie present to send us with the out^going ships a 
more abundant supply of grain than we have asked for, namely, 
i rye, ^ oats, ^ barley, and J wheat. Plants, liowever, you need 
not send us any longer, as we have obtained a large supply in fine 
order with these vessels, and may expect many more oy a follow- 
ing opportunity, so that we will have enough to get along, as 
mostly all are already growing and promising well. Most of the 
flower seeds were spoilt, but some tulip bulbs arrived in fairly 
good condition, aud are doing well. But if it pleases you we 
would prefer to be supplied with new wheat, and nothing else at 
present, as tlie flowers are only for pleasure, and require care and 
time. Every energy shoidd be applied to agriculture that we may 
he able to ieini ouiselves and fill the stomachs of the men. 

Your orders regarding the clothing received by these ships and 
that still expected will be promptly obeyed: 

Regarding brandy requirefl here as rations for the men, the 
Hon. van Goens has so arranged it that without the necessity of 
requisitioning for any from home, or of arrack from Batavia, we 
may land what we require from the passing ships. And if it 
pleases God to bless agriculture here we shall have abundance of 
com of our own from which to distil enough. 

The loas of the Tulp, (See preceding despatches.) 

With the male and female blacks, mentioned by you, we would 
not be able to do anything if left here. This is also the opinion 
of the Governor- General and Councillors of India, as will appear 
from their last letters. 

Annexed is a list of the number of people, men, women, and 
children in and out of the service of the Company and resident 
here. It will show that the garrison has been cut down to 100 
men, with whom we shall do our best to promoto agriculture as 
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1657. far as we can. If, however, Mr. van Goens had increased the 
ntiTiray. li^iï^ber to 115 or 120, more work could have been done. But we 
shall get on as best we can so that you will be always satisfied 
with our zeal. 

The collections made here for the poor were taken on occasions 
when the Lord's Holy Supper was administered here by ministers 
on the passing ships, who told us that we were to address them to 
the ** diacony," but as your orders are now to the contrary', we 
shall henceforth promptly obey them. 

The specie and other goods per Malacca arrived safely, but we 
were disappointed that we received no asses by the Vene^ibtirg, 
(See preceding despatch.) We very much wanted them for 
expeditions to the interior, to carry the food of the men, who can- 
not walk far at present, but have to return after a short absence. 
From my annexed letter to the Seventeen you will gather my 
humble request, supported as I hope, according to his promise, 
by the Hon. Mr. v. Goens, that their Honours may be pleased to 
consider my promotion. For what you have done hitherto I am 
deeply grateful. I wish my allowan<»e to be increased to f 150 
per month and the grant of a certain piece of raw Innd, described 
in the said separate letter, allowod me on loan by the Hon. van 
Qt)ens, provided that 1 requested the Lords Seventeen, like all 
other officials, for their consent. It is therefore my humble 
request to your Honours of the Amsterdam Chamber to help me 
with your powerful influence, that I may be the more encouraged 
in serving the Company. As regards myself, in return I will 
endeavour to deserve the favour by faithfully doing my duty. 

The horse mill, which arrived with the Gecroonde Leemr, has 
been, with advice of the miller who had charge of it, placed on a 
proper spot. Steps have been taken to select timber from the 
forest with which to build a proper covering for it. This will be 
done as speedily as possible, that the miller may leave at the latest 
by the May ships for Batavia, according to your orders. As we 
have written everything extensively in our general despatch, and 
the Englishman is in a hurry to leave, we only add this, that the 
2 olive trees have arrived in splendid condition, and will be trans- 
planted with great care, according to orders. 

(Signed) Johan van Rikbkkir. 



To Amsterdam. 

The enclosed letters are from the Freemen, residing here, who 
have devoted themselves to agriculture. They wish to have their 
wives, children, and some of them their sweethearts here, resident 
in the place mentioned by them. And as we, wdth the Hon. van 
Goens, deem it desirable that they should have their wives and 
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ohildren with them, to attaoh them the more to this place, and ^^^7- 
they have requested us to baok their request, and that their wives, lythMay. 
Ac., may be provided with honourable accommodation, according 
to the promise of the Hon. van Qoens, we could not refuse their 
prayer, as they are j&ne, honest people, and beg you accordingly 
to grant their request. Already fair acoonmiodation has been 
provided for those expected. 

(Signed) Johan van Ribbeeck. 

List of papers sent via England by the Mayflower to the Lords 
Seventeen at Amsterdam : — 

No. 8. Muster roll of the paid servants and freemen, as well 

as of the wives, children, sick, slaves and convicts. 

&c., at the Cape, 
„ 9. Title deeds successively granted by the Hon. van 

Goens, Commander van Biebeeck and Council. 
„ II. Charts made by order of Hon. van Goens, copied after 

his departure, of the Cape farms. (Landouwen.) 
„ 12. Instructions for the officera of the Vincq despatched to 

the Southland to search for the wreck of the Draack. 
„ 13. Statement of assistance rendered to the English 

Mayflower in her groat need. 
„ 14. Private letter of Conmxander van Biebeeck to the 

Seventeen. 
„ 16. Chart of the Company's gardens, &c. 



To Batavia. 

Arrival of the Louyse^ after encountering much stormy weather. 29th May. 
Brought the Hon. Westerwolt. Was assisted with provisions 
from the Gecroonde Leeuw — see Besolution. Further particulars 
about her you will gather from Mr. Westerwolt's letters, 

(Signed) J. v. Biebeeck. 
List of aunexures to Batavia, by the Gecroonde Lesuw : — 



Instructions for Jan Wouterse proceeding in the Robbejachfje to 
Bobben Island to superintend the sheep and stone quarrying 
there: — 

As we have found that on that island there is very fine white 
soft stone, easily worked, and in such abundance that there is 
enough for the buildings of the freemen and the Company, and 

X 
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löjr . ag the garrison has been bo cut down that there is little chance of 
29th May. continuing brick-making, the fuel having to be conveyed a distance 
of 1 J (Dutch) miles with great labour, and as we have calculated 
that the said stone can be obtained on the island with less or little 
trouble and expense, as 3 or 4 men are always stationed there to 
look after the sheep, we have deoided, in order not to let them be 
idle, to put them to the work, and let them daily prepare, accord- 
ing to the measure given you, as much stone as with diligence 
may be done. For that purpose the direction is entrusted to you, 
with orders to keep the said men diligently employed in that work ; 
and that it may advance the better, you will also take with you a 
Madagascar female slave, named Eva, who is strong enough and 
able to carry the stones down and pile the same in good order 
alongside of the others, that they may dry the harder. Our 
mason is of opinion that at least 800 blocks may be daily prepared 
by the 2 Netherlanders, 1 slave and the female slave, four in all, 
and perhaps double the quantity if once you get into the way of it. 
This you shall particularly attend to, doing your best, in order to 
obtain honour and recover favour. 

And that the stone may be easily carried, the largest shall not 
be more than 18 inches long and 9 inches broad and high, in order 
to make a better building. The others may be one foot in length 
by i foot thick and high. 

Regaixiing the sheep, the young rams are alwavs. and according 
to his advice, to be castrated by Thomas Mulder. The tails of the 
ewes, fit for breeding, are always to be cut off and salted, and sent 
hither by opportunity, that butter may be saved here. 

The old ewes, as well as the oldest and strongest rams and 
wethers, must be the first selected for the ships. 

Tou shall, however, deliver no animals except on receipt of a 
sealed letter from us to you. 1 his for your guidance. 

Should any Company's ship anchor under Robben Island, you 
shall accommodate her with as much vegetables as the place, 
according to the season, produced ; and you may further supply 
every day for every two men of the vessel one penguin, and as 
many eggs as are obtainable. 

Of sheep you shall at the utmost supply not more than one for 
each vessel, and that only in case of high need in the case of sick- 
ness among the officers. That is, in the case of arriving and 
not of departing ships, that the former may not find excuse to delay 
there, instead of making for the roadstead, where they will find 
refreshments in sufficient abundance, and more than enough to 
prosecute their voyage. 

The sheep are not to be milked, that their young may grow the 
better, as the Criiuauy i^ gn^atly ii torested in the increase. 

N<> men of oi r shios you sliall allow t^) proceed further than the 
house, but Eug.i^^h, l^Venc/t and other foreigners, you shall not 
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permit to land. For this purpose, according to orders of the lion. '^••^'• 
van Qoens, one or two guns will be mounted at the little sand 29th May. 
bay, where the boats must land. At the same time you shall take 
care that all firearms already there and what may still be sent you, 
are kept clean and ready for use No firing, however, shall take 
place, except in case of nece.ssity, that the birds be not frirfitened, 
on which our men on the island almost wholly subsist. You are, 
therefore, to take good care of the powder, matches and lead. 

Also of the increase of the rabbits and rock rabbits, informing 
us now and then how they are getting on. 

Thomas Mulder has always with good knowledge attended to 
the sheep ; hence you shall principally employ him in that duty 
and take his advice in castrating the rams and cutting off the tails 
of the sheep. Hendrik ïymonse and Ghristiaau Wilhelmus are 
to be sent to us as soon as possible, so that with those who accom- 
pany you, you will be six altogether, viz. : — 

Jan Wouters as Commander 

Thomas Mulder for the pur- > Salaried (Gegagieerde). 

pose mentioned ) 

also 
Jasper Janse Duyf, banished soldier "^ 
Lourens Alberts of Amsterdam, | For the quarry 

convict I work, according 

Espagniola, black French slave or [to our calcula- 

fugitive I tions above stated. 

Eva, Madagascar female slave J 

You will also do your best to destroy the snake?, which are in 
great numbers there, that the island may once for all be cleared of 
those venomous reptiles. 

You will also take with you such quarrying tools as are 
necessary, viz. : — 

Ten models or boards according to which the stones are to be 
cut. 

Two benches. 

One crowbar. 

Two iron covered shovels. 

One do. spade. 

Eight sledgehammers. 

One sharp and one broad pick and mattock. 

Two axes. 
Let everything be properly managed and see that the work is 
done there with all diligence, that proper service may be rendered 
to the Company, and your zeal made evident. 

We have allowed you and the other servants full rations of 
brandy, viz. : every day half a " mutsjon.'* The convicts, however, 
shall only receive half that quantity. See that the provisions are 

X2 
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1^7- eoonomioally disfributed. The convicts, male and female slayea, 
29t.h May. ^^^^ ^^ ^ oontent with birds instead of meat and pork, which are 
given you only for the Company's wage earners. 

(Signed) J. v. Biebebck. 



To the Lords Seventeen, 
•iiul June. Departure of the Hon. van Gbens the day before. Arrival of 
the H, LmnjHCy having on board the Hon. Voloquerius Westerwolt, 
from Batavia, the 4th Feb. last. . . . This vessel will bring you 
copies of all the papers sent you by the English vessel the May- 

We have shown the Hon. Westerwolt what has hitherto been 
done in agriculture. Already 28 morgen have been sown with 
wheat, six by the Company, and the rest by the freemen. The 
Company has also sown four morgen with oats, and it is likely 
that during this season about 30 or 40 morgen will be covered 
with wheat, oats, barley, beans, peas, &o. May God bless their 
growth. If we have suitable ploughs and draught oxen or a 
suflScient number of horses, we would have cleared and broken a 
large area of new ground for cultivation during the following 
season. But this drawback still remains, for we dare not demand 
too much from the few (old) and very young oxen and the six 
horses that we have, in order not to knock them up completely. 

It is rumoured, however, by Herry and the Caapmen, who are 
living near and among us, that in the dry season many persons 
will come down from the interior with an abundance of cattle, so 
that we shall most likely not be in want of draught oxen next 
season. They also assiured us that as two years ago, when we had 
very little copper and received some too late, we would again run 
short of that metal sooner than the Saldauhars woidd of cattle, 
and that they will again have the opportunity of quizzing us and 
having a good laugh at us. They were, however, assured, and 
shown every day that our stores were full of copper and 
tobacco, and that we fear that the Saldauhars will not bring down 
sufficient cattle. They on the other hand seem to be quite con- 
vinced that we isdll not have enough to meet the demand, so that 
it is fortunate that you have successively furnished us with sheet 
copper, which we hope you will continue to do for some time 
longer, according to the samples sent you, that we may not again, 
as two years ago, run short, but have enough to buy sufficient 
cattle to last us two or two and a half years after the arrival of the 
Saldauhars, and all that time to be able to supply sufficient fresh 
meat to the ships and the garrison, and also finally according 
to your intentions, to salt down meat for India, besides attending 
to agriculture, which promises very well, so that many will ask fo^ 
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freedom as soon as they can be supplied with good horses and ^ 

draught oxen, besides ploughs and dl kinds of fanning imple- 2iid Juno, 
ments. 

We send you by the H, Lonyae^ as a sample, 16 rhinoceros 
horns, weighing 82 lbs., also 87 lbs. Cape tobacco, bound in 
bundles and packed in a cask ; aleo 3,400 seal skins in 18 bundles. 
Some tobacco and horns we have kept back for the Arnhem and 
Honlngm, That to be sent by the Arnhem is intended for the 
Amsterdam Chamber. Should the rhinoceros horns be found to 
be of any value a large number may be obtainable, but we fear 
that the freemen will be underbuying us too much. 

Regarding tobacco planting, this has been postponed by order 
of Mr. van Qoens, to enable us to devote all our energy to wheat 
growing. This agrees with our opinion, as tobacco requires rich 
ground, so that com gi'owing would be too much neglected, for wf* 
want meat to fill the stomachs of the labouring men, and to ooni- 
mence beer brewing and brandy distilling as soon as possible, so as to 
create more inducement to join the Colony, which your Honours 
intend to establish here, by having a good quantity of provisions 
in stock. 

We shall, however, always have a few tobacco plants growing 
for seed, so that should you deem it necessary, we may be able to 
commence the cultivation at once. 

Before Mr. van Goens's arrival, we took over according to 
agreement with the growers their tobacco at 6 stivers per lb. in 
order not to break our word, and not dL«gust the folks with 
agriculture. We trust that you will take this in good part, as 
the lands in which the tobacco had been reared, and which had 
been recovered from the wilderness and prepared for cultivation, 
had been taken from them and will be us^ for the Company's 
orchard. . . . 

(Signed) J. van Kiebebck. 

Lasts of annexures to the above despatch. 

No. 9. Resolutions adopted by the lion. R. van (Joens and 

afterwards by the Commander and Council of the 

Fort the Good Hope. 
„ 12. Muster roll of the wa^e earners, freemen, their 

wives and children, the sick, the slaves, convicts, &c., 

at the Cape — in duplicate. 
„ 13 and 14j Title deeds successively granted by the Hon. 

van Goens and Commander van Riebeeck and 

Council. 
„ 15. Charts made by order of the Hon. van Goens, of the 

Cape farms, &c. 
„ 16. Charts of the Company's gardens at the fort, out of 

which all the ships are refreshed. 
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:657. jJq 27 Instructions for the officers of the Vincq despatched 

'nd June ^^ search for <h<i Draak (wrecked somewhere on the 

Southland). 

List of annexures to the Cimmbers Delft, Rotterdam, Hoorn 
and Enokhuysen. 



To the Seventeen at Amsterdam. 
2l»tJune. Q^jj. j^st was dated the 2nd of this month. Arrival of the 
English ship Willecom (Welcome) from Surat on the 24th January 
old, and Srd February new style. Had called nowhere and had a 
cargo of a little pepper, saltpetre and Surat cloth. On the 6th 
May last, and about 100 miles from this, she had spoken the 
return ship Het Slot ran Honingen^ all well. The next day she 
fell in with the Amhemy which had not been able to reach the 
Cape and was obliged to put back to Mauritius for repairs. . . . 

She also reported that tho Nachtglmy which had left this on the 
18th July last for Batavia, cia Madafi;ascar and Mauritius, and 
had on the way to look for the Tulpy had arrived at Surat from 
Persia on the 1st Jan. last, as she could not succeed in reaching 
Batavia. . . . We thank God that she has arrived safely. The 
Governor- General and Council at Batavia will no doubt, on her 
arrival there, be surprised at hor blrango voyage. 

In our former letters we mentioned the progress of agriculture, 
which since promises better ; moreover, the cattle trade this season 
also promises grand results, for as rumour has it, the Saldanhas 
are coming down with a multitude of cattle. Accordingly we 
have prepared a quantity of copper for the Company as well as 
for the burghers, free trade for the latter having been allowed by 
the Hon. van Goens. Accordingly the bu'-ghers, as soon as their 
own and the Company's seed is in the ground, will, with some 
servants of the Company, again make a joiuney inland, in order 
to attempt to discover the principal habitations of the natives, and 
obtain some cattle from them. Of all this we hope to give you 
some favourable information. In the meanwhile we await your 
opinion regarding the excavation of the canals and the making 
of the entrenchments, 15 redoubts, and 135 ravelins, &c. Besides 
attending to amculture, we also intend for the protection of the 
cattle of the Company and the burghers, as well as the lands, to 
build the projecied redoubt and kraal near the Company's orchard, 
as well OB two or three watch-houses as small as practicable, and 
only for present need, that the lands and pastures may be properly 
protected, so that for the present we vnll have our hands full 
enough, wdth the hope that working away gradually, without 
drawing ^he shirt over the coat, we shall bring affairs into such a 
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state that in time, in our opinion, we shall be safe from the natives ^^' 
in our holding", and all lands still to be cultivated will be properly 2l.st Ji 
protected from them. 

Without delay a watch-house is to be erected here and there on 
the lands of the freemen, and garrisoned by the latter without any 
Company's servants, according to the conditions made with them 
by Mr. van Goons, but in order to comply with that gentleman's 
instructions, that wo should commence at once with the men of 
the vessels first arriving, to dig up the first and worst 500 roods, 
which are somewhat hard and stony, and go under the name of 
*• the fishery," we require shovels and spades (as many break on 
this rough ground), as we have only enough for cultivating the 
Company's gardens. Hence we shall have to wait until, in order 
to commence that great work, you have sent us the necessary 
quantity of shovels, spades, pickaxes, &c. In the meanwhile we 
shall employ the men of the ships that arrive in fetcïhing beams 
from the forest for the jetty, started by Mr. van Goens, so that 
they will have enough to do. 

The plates for the ploughs which we asked for in our letter of 
the 20th last, you need not send us, as we have received a suffi- 
cient quantity, and we have learned to make them ourselves. We 
also think that the liglit wheel ploughs will serve us better than 
the foot ploughs, according to experiments daily made ; and though 
we can already make them ourselves, the six ploughshares and 
colters asked for should be sent, but they should not weigh more 
than from 20 to 26 lbs. each. 

We intended, according to your orders, to build in the cheapest 
possible manner an equipment store, in wliich to place all kinds of 
heavy or light ropes and other ships' artides, but the Hon. van 
Goens was of opinion that it would not be necessary in the case of 
heavy cables, as if the skippers knew that all these things were 
obtainable here, many would unnecessarily ask for them, so that 
it would be best to send the heavy cables still here to India, as 
the return ships are provided at Batavia with double of every 
thing. Accor^gly we intend, following his verbal orders, to 
send the heavy cable still here by first ship to Batavia. The 
anchor, however, we shall keep here, as it may be required at any 
time, also the pumps, &c. 

(Signed) Jan van Biebeeck. 

List of annexures to the above despatch. 



To the Seventeen, for the Chambers Amsterdam and Zealand. 

The N. W. winds having delayed the departure of tlio English 25'h Ji 
yessely two of whose boats were washed away and thrown on 
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1667. shore, two men being drowned, we discovered that the freemen 

26th June, (having bartered 4 or 5 sheep and 1 ox) had sold 2 of the sheep 

at rds. 3 and the ox at rds. 20 to the English. This we decided 

to bring to your notioe, that you may deoide whether it will be 

advantageous or injurious to leave this trade open to the freemen. 

Our opinion, as often oommimioated, is that the Company alone 
should remain mistress of it, and that the freemen should be 
allowed to sell their garden produce only, as the Company is 
always sufficiently provided with vegetables for its ships. For if 
this (cattle barter by the freemen) should become known to the 
ships' officers (and it cannot remain secret) great dissatisfaction 
will result, and it may even be supposed that the Commander has 
a hand in it, for obloquy never leaves even the most honest in 
peace. But as the Hon. van Goens has permitted them this free 
trade we shall leave the matter as it is, that we may not be charged 
with having disregarded his orders. 

And, as with this trade in cattle, so it also is with rhinoceros 
horns, tusks, and ostrich feathers, as none of these articles are 
brought to the Fort. Hence should rhinoceros horns be deemed 
of v^ue to you, it will be necessary among other orders to send 
out one containing strict penalties on this h^. 

(Signed) Jan van Biebeeck. 

Memorandum of articles required for the barley mill already 
erected, and made so that it can also grind wheat. 



To the Seventeen, for the Chambers Amsterdam and Zealand. 

This same English vessel, the Wikom being still delayed 
^ ^' here by contrary winds, we have in the meanwhile, as the rain is 
now daily falling, as usual at this time of the year, proceeded to 
the coimtry to see how things were situated in the level oountry 
where the partition was to be made by means of entrenchments 
and redoubts, &o., as projected by the Hon. van Goens, and laid 
down in the charts sent you. In consequence of the rains the 
floodings were so great that everything was submerged, entrench- 
ments, ravelins, &o. The foundations of the redoubtis had been 
converted into marshes and were being washed away, as in many 
places large lakes had been formed, clear and deep, whilst all the 
unsubmerged low spots were so soft and marshy that they could 
not be approached or sustain a heavy weight. We are, therefore, 
not sorry that as yet we have done no more than making an 
attempt ; but all that work has been washed away or submerged. 
The project therefore has, on account of the water, been a failure, 
so that at present we cannot very well advise you to prooeed with 
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the work, and have accordingly decided to stop it, as for tlio ^^^• 
reasons given we fear that it will be all lost labour and expense, ^^t July. 
On the other hand, if this Cape be cultivated by freemen settled 
on their own lands, with here and there a redoubt or watch- 
house among them, and also garrisoned by them according 
to agreement, when entering on possession of their individual 
plots, in course of time a peaceful occupation will be ensured, for 
the cattle trade must at all events be postponed until the arrival 
of the natives from the far interior, unless perhaps some men are 
sent to them in the dry season ; but for this we require mules to 
carry the provisions, copper, tobacco, &o. However, we shall, as 
soon as the dry season sets in, send out an expedition for the 
object mentioned, as has been done often ere this, as will be seen 
from previous communications. 

We shall not be able to give the freemen lands exactly on the 
same spots or in the positions as ordered by Mr. van Goens, as 
much has been submerged and therefore become useless, so that 
some changes will be necessary, if the freemen are to be able to 
use their plots properly. 

The Company's gardener, Hendricq Boom, who arrived here in 
the Di'ommedaria in 1652, having left Holland in 1651 with his 
wife and seven children, has, now that his term of service has long 
expired, commissioned the carpenters to build him a good farmer's 
homestead, about an hour's walk from the fort, which they are to 
erect in their leisure or free time on Saturday afternoons, &c. It 
is his intention, as soon as the house is finished, to ask for his free 
papers and about 40 morgen of ground on which to sow. His 
wife will earn a living with milch cows, of which she has good 
knowledge, and by fattening pigs, &c. This household we con- 
sider the most suitable for this incipient colony, as they have little 
inclination to proceed either to India or the Fatherland. Two of 
their children were bom here, and the rest left Europe so young 
that they know very little of the Fatherland. Hence we believe 
this class of people will be the most suitable. 

(Signed) Jan van Biebebck. 



To Batavia. 

Our last was dated the 24th May last. We are at present busy 22iid Aug. 
copying all the paybooks of this fort from the beginning, since this 
plaoe was taken possession of, in order to send them to Batavia, 
as well as those of the galiots and yachts which have o£E and on been 
here and employed in the trade at Quinea and Angola, because 
we have observed that if some persons unfortunately pass the 
Cape in the return fleets and have lost their accounts they are 
debarred before their departure from India from having any at their 
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1667. servioe. This has also been the order of Mr. van Goens, so that we 
22ndAug. ^^^^ been too busy to send you as usual our Journal, which 
will however be transmitted with the books as soon as the latter 
are completed. We also intend according to Mr. van Qoens' 
orders and those of the Mast*»rs contained in their despatch of the 
11th April last, a copy of which is annexed to this, and in the 
letter oi the Amsterdam Chamber dated the 2l8t March, to con- 
tinue to do this annually. From the above mentioned despatches 
you will also gather that their Honours had despatched hither the 
yachts Hasselt and Mary a for the slave trade at Guinea and Angola 
and what cargoes they had received for the purpose, and what 
clothing we were ordered to obtain from you for the slaves. And 
as the Directors have also written to you to send us an assorted 
India ejirgo for the purpose, we shall expect it by the next return 
ships, with as much sail clothing or other heavier or more woolly 
stuff, as may in your opinion be best for covering the slaves. 

The designs of the Directors in regard to this trade you will 
gather from the instructions to the oflScers, a copy of which is 
annexed. 

And although it is the opinion of the Masters that of the slaves 
obtained by the yachts, 80 or 100 might be kept by us and the rest 
sent to Batavia, we agree with the Hon. van Goens, that these 
slaves would be very much inclined to run away, because this 
country adjoins theirs ; and that as we would be better served from 
Bengal or Arracan, His Honour undertook that we should be pro- 
vided with 50 or 60 Bengalose from your parts. Accordingly wo 
shall with pleasure look out for them instead of so many Guinea 
or Angola slaves. We shall also expect as many horses as may bo 
obtainable when the Materam ports are open, or in any other 
way, as the opportunity offers, that agriculture may the more be 
advanced, and so the number of agriculturists increased, as will 
appear from our letter to the Directors. And if we could only 
once more obtain from you 50 or 60 lasts of rice in order to save our 
wheat, we might use the latter for seed, without consuming any 
for food. Seven or eight lasts of new *' cadjangh " and beans 
for sowing, would also be welcome, so that with God in the van, 
we shall not only be able to raise our own wheat supplies, but also 
have something over for India, as Mr. van Goens knows, having 
studied the siioject carefully, so that he has promised to attend 
to this matter also, besides urging you to supply us with the slaves 
and horses, and if possible assisting in the matter. The reasons 
adduced by you, in your letter received by the Lomjfic^ make us 
sufficiently understand that no dependence can be placed on the 
coming hither of Chinese, and that very little good can be expected 
from the indolent Mardyckers. You will be pleased to believe 
that we made the request in consequence of information oom- 
mimioated by some friends who had ciUled here, so that you must 
excuse our having troubled you. 
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The Louync left on the 7tli June last witli 157 healthy persons, ^^'^' 
including some unfit irdi visuals and others who had served out 22ud Aug. 
their time, as well as the degraded chief surgeon of the Orangie^ 
who with his wife had been detained here. 

On the 13th June following the English ship W if com arrived 
from Surat on the 3rd Febr. previously, with 61 men, of whom 6 
had died. She left for England on the 2nd July following, taking 
our letters for the Directors, copies of which are annexed. 

On the j^^ May last, she had off the coast met a Rotterdam 
vessel, evidently I£et S/udf van Honingen, but as the weather was 
bad, she had no chance to communicate with her Like the 
Englishman she was evidently no good sailer. As she has not yet 
appeared here, we conclude that she has made direct f or St. Ilelena 
and arrived scife at home, which God grant. But as regards the 
Arnheim we fear that she is still lying at Mauritius, as the English- 
man further told us that on the ^ May he had met an Amster- 
dam ship with broken yards and very much patched up. This 
agrees with tlie news brought us by the Hon. W esterwolt, so that 
she must have been the Arnheim. And we ore the more inclined 
to believe this, becauFo the Englishman communiciitod with her 
and was told that she was from Batavia homeward boimd via the 
Gape, but in consequence of many storms she had suffered much 
damage and had become so leaky that she could hardly be kept 
going (? afloat), and was tliereforo obliged to make for Mauritius. 
This the Englishman saw lier doing. Wo trust that God the Lord 
will save her from disaster, and at the proper time conduct her 
home. 

The goods in the yacht JIart/a for India and the 2 medicine 
chests, too much for the Capo, w(^ have transhipped into the 
ProciHtie, according to annexed report and invoice. They liave 
not been entered in our books, as they were merely transferred 
from one vessel to another. »^ome trouble had taken place on the 
Provintie which takes this. The 8ki])per was placed in confinement 
during the voyage by his subordinate officers, and the chief mate, 
Pieter van Dalen, appointed instead. Our resolutions on the 
subject you will gather from the annexed documents. We trust 
that what we have done will enable that vessel to voyage safely 
with God in the van, which may God grant. 

(Signed) Jan van Riebbeck. 



Further and more certain marks taken and fixed by Commander 
van Riebeeck and Skipper Claes Franse Bordingh with the 
yacht Maryuy on the 6th and 7th Aug., 1657, who had visited 
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Robben Island exr)r(jssly for the purpose, in order that during 
the night all large aud small ships may fearlessly enter Table 
Bay and reach the proper roadstead : — 

1667. That the ships approaching towards evening need not return to 

.22udAug ®^*' ^^^y ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ between the Peninsula and Robben Island, 
avoiding the rook "Walvis" on which, hardly i (Dutch) niile 
from the said island, the sea heavily breaks. They shall proceed 
on that course at night imtil they sight the beacon fire on the 
island, which is always lit by order, or during the day, the beacon 
hill, which is the highest on that island, to the N.N.W. of them. 
They are to steer S.S.E. when they will escape all the foul spots 
below the Lion's Rump, and so safely enter the Bay until they 
sound 8 or less fathoms, according to their size, keeping the Fort 
S.S.E. and thus southerly from them. This is the best and 
securest anchorage. 

And in order to fix the position of the Fort at night, it would 
be desirable that a beacon fire should be lit there also ; but this 
has been deemed inexpedient, as the Hottentoos often make fires 
in different places, so that accordingly a wrong fire might be taken 
for the right one, as happened in the case of the Amersfoort^ one 
of the Fleet under the Hon. Grab, which instead of finding the 
right roadstead was nearly wrecked. 

In order therefore not to be subject to such perils, it was deemed 
advisable not to light fires anywhere in Table Bay, and expressly 
to warn the ships not to notice any except that on Robben Island, 
so that keeping that light to the N.N. W . of them, they may with 
a S.S.E. course safely enter the bay to 8 fathoms, even if it be 
very dark, for in the morning they will find themselves not far 
from the right roadstead. 

(Signed) J. van Riebeeck, and 

Claes Franse Bordinoh. 

List of annexures to preceding despatch. 

No. 3. Copy of letter specially written lo the lion, van Qoens, 
dated (?) August, 1657. 



To the Seventeen. For the Chambers Amsterdam and Zealand. 

3i8t Aug. Reference made to the despatches forwarded by the Englibh ship 
Wilcom, Ships' arrivals and departures. We expected some asses 
with the Proventie, but as she had called nowhere, she naturally 
brought us none. 

Some trouble had occurred on the Prorenfir. Her skipper had 
committed adultery with the wife of the junior merchant Huybert 
van Hoelt. Moreover he had been charged by the officers with the 
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intention of bringing the ship to Angola or the BtrxUbj but we 
ionml the evidenoe weak, I'he officers however had placed him 
in confinement on the 2 let June, before their ani val here, appoint^ 
ing ill his place the chief mate Pieter van Dalen. What we have 
done in the matter yon will gather fron^ our HeBolutions^ of the 8th 
and 18th instant. 

In reply to yours of the 11th and 16th April, and the letter 
from the Amsterdam Chamber, we have endeavoured to oomply 
with your orders as regai^ds the employment of the yachts in the 
slave trade at Guinea and Angola, as will be seen from the annexed 
resolution of the Broad Council, and the instructions given to the 
oflfioers* which required them strictly to adhere to your orders and 
in no way to go beyond them. 

We have also noted your reiterated orders regarding the 
development of agriculture, that we were to have always such a 
quantity of grain on hand as will suffice for our sustenance and 
tnat of the crew» of the two yachts. In order to i-ealize your 
wishe&ï we have, through want of sufficient wheat, oatsj barley, 
&c*, taken out of the ships for sowing a quantity of beans and 
peas, and replaced the same with rice out of our own sober supplies. 
We did the same with the horse beans for the slaves from the 
Ilafiseit, which arrived hero at the proper sowing time, in order, If 
possible, not to be without any^ but as the land is uncultivated and 
only ploughed for the first time, it will not produce as much as 
will be required for the purpose mentioned j for though at present 
between 60 and 70 morgen of land have been sown by the 
company and th*' burghers, a good portion of the yield must be 
Bet aside for seed for the following season» winch is tlie best 
for that purpose. For the present therefore the supply will lie 
limited, bo that we have advised the officiTÉi of the Hm^if to save 
their provisions on board wherever supplies were obtainable, and to 
feed their men, as well as the slaves <m what they might be able 
to buy autl also fill all the empty spaces in the ship with mealies 
and other durable com that thoy may be able to secure for the 
Cape, without interfering with the slave trade. We irust that thia 
Will be taken bf you in good part, as the cargo space will be quite 
large enough for the purpose. 

We agiee with you that if the Company is not to carry on 
agriculture here, seventy or eighty men as well as twenty of 
thirty of the most inferior class of slaves will be quite sufficient for 
this establishment, for not much cfin be done with bad staves. 
We shall, however, not refrain fi^om promptly carrying out your 
ortlers on this head> as we can understand with you that this is a 
place of great expenditure to you and should therefore be manager! 
vrith the strictest economy. That we have done this from the 
commencement, you will no doubt havo understood, 
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I6ö7. Regarding the four assistants you mention, one of them had 

lut Aiijf. *^® superintendence over the seal fishing (now excused), the other 
as submitted by the junior merchant Verburgh, was required to 
accompany him to Madagascar, so that never more tnan two 
assistants have beer employed at this office together with the 
junior merchant, or in his stead a book-keeper to attend to the 
pay books, &c. This is the present position, as Mr. van Goens 
also found and left it ; viz. : — One book-keeper-assistant and two 
writers as yet holding only the rank of ** adelborsten," and five 
diligent young fellows named Roeloff de Man, with the rank of 
assistant, almost entirely filling the place and performing the 
duties of Iho junior merchant Verburgh, as secunde — Abraham 
Gabbema and Gerrerd Ralandt, writers, satisfactorily performing 
assistants' duties. The first named was by order of the Hon. van 
Goens sworn in as Secretary of the Council and afterwards 
appointed Provisional Fiscus and Sheriff (Land Schout), without 
additional pay, subject to your approval, according to Resolutions 
of the 17th July, hereunto annexed. We take this opportunity to 
commend him to your favour. 

We have always been of your opinion that the Dilp and similar 
vessels would be sufficiently manned with fifteen or sixteen souls, 
yea ! that, as merely employed for mercantile purposes, a smaller 
number even would suffice. But the ships' officers have always 
held a different view, alleging that three men here were not so 
good as one at home, and that there always Christian harbours 
were visited, so that galiots and other small vessels only required 
a boy to take care of them, but that here in unchristian and 
savage harbours where boats have to land, always three times the 
number of men is required, viz. ; water carriers, dischargers, and 
some armed men for their prot* ction, as well as others remaining 
on board, so that in case those who land anywhere are all killed, 
the ship may still have hands enough left to work her for her 
further voyage. You will likewise be pleased to believe that a 
large number of men has always been more troublesome to and 
caused us more anxiety than the work continually going on here, 
for hitherto we have always been soberly provided with food and 
never dared to take an abimdant quantity out of the passing ships. 

We also insisted that the little yacht Marya would be sufficiently 
manned with twenty-five souls, but her officers and those of the 
HasHclt declared that the Haaselt required at least seventy and the 
Marya thirty-six men, especially for cruising against the Portufi^ese 
about Angola, according to Resolutions of the 20th instant, here- 
imto annexed. 

The said yacht is, as you think, of the right kind to trade with 
Madagascar and Mauritius, as at the former island a sufficient 
quantity of rice and cheap slaves are obtainable, for Sieur Verbui^h 
of the Tulp had obtained there forty lasts of rice and twenty-five 



intention of bringing the ship to Angola or the Brazils, but we 
fotiïiil the evidence weak. The officers however hail placed him 
in confinement on the 2 let Jnü*s before their arrival here, appoint* 
ing in his pW.ö the ohief mate Pieter van Dalen, What wo have 
done in the matter you will gather irom^ our Resolutions of f ho 8th 
and 18th inatant. 

In reply to ^^ouib of the 11th and 16th April, and the letter 
from the Amsterdam Chamber, we have endeavoured to comply 
with your orders as regards the employment of the yachts in the 
slave trade at Guinea and Angola, as will be seen from the annexed 
rewilution of the Broad Council, and the instrnotJone given to tlie 
officers, wliifh requireil them strictly to adhere to your orders and 
in no way to go b^^yond tht^m. 

We have also noted your reiterated orders regarding the 
development of agriculture, that we were to have always suoh a 
quantity of grain on hand as will suffic^e for our sustenaooe and 
that of the crews of the two ya< ht^i. In order to idealize four 

wishes^ we have, through want of sufficient wheat, oat?*, barley, 
&c<, taken out of the ships for sowing a quantity of beans and 
peas^ and replaced the same with rice out of our own sober supplies* 
We did the same \rith the horse heans for the slaves from the 
Hfiêè^it^ which arrived here at the proper sowing time, in order, if 
possible, not to be without any, but as the land is uncultivated and 
only ploughed for the first time, it will not proiluee as much as 
will be reqidred for the purpose mentioncMl, for though at present 
between 60 and 70 morgen of land havo been fto\m by tlie 
oompany and tht^ burghera, a good portion of the yield must be 
set amde for seed for the following season, which is the beat 
for that purpose* For the present therefore the supply will he 
limiterl, so that we have advised the otfici^rw rjf tlie II ft melt to save 
their provimons on board wl sere ver supplies wero obtain ahk^, and to 
feed their men, as well as the slaves *"n what they might bt* able 
to buy and also fill all the empty spaces in the ship with mealies 
and other durabli^ corn tiiat they may be able to secure for the 
Cape, without inter fering with the slave trade* We trust that this 
will be taken by you in good part, as the cargo space will be quite 
large enough for the purpose. 

We agrr^ with you that if the Company is not to carry on 
agrieultnrc liere, seventy or eighty men as well as twenty or 
thirty of the most inferior class of slaves will he quite sufficient for 
thu establishment, for not much am be done with bad slaves. 
We shall, however, not refrain from promptly earrnng out your 
orders on this head, as we can understand with you that this is a 
plaoe of great expenditure to yon and should therefore be managed 
, with the strictest economy. That we have done this from the 
immeneement, you will no doubt have understood. 
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1657. and Marya^ in order, ax)cording to your orders, not to give them 
aiHtluK. vain hopes. 

Gbd grant that the voyaffe of the said two yachts may have 
good success, to the profit oi the Company. A few prizes would 
cause no loss in this connection, as it is our opinion that the slaves 
with a cargo from India will be found a quarter as cheap, con- 
sidering that the goods coming from home, are rather dear, and 
should the Ivory trade be added, it would be a fine thing for the 
Company; the holds might then be filled with (P Ivory), and the 
decks (overloop), with slaves. But we have seen from the 
Commission of the West India Company, that this is not allowed, 
so that we did not dare to instruct the officers on this subject, 
especially as you made no mention of it. In the meanwhile we 
shall humbly await your orders on this traffic. It would not be 
bdtl, if the Company could obtain sufficient slaves from that 
quarter, as you would be able to obtain them much cheaper than 
otherwise with India cargo, and thus obtaiu a greater claim on the 
trade. 

We have often considered the letter of the 31 st March from 
the Amsterdam Chamber, and that of the 11th April of my Lords 
the Seventeen, especially regarding the 70 or 80 men and 80 or 
100 slaves to keep the work going here. This might be done if 
there were no lands to be cultivated for the Company, and only 
the gardens were to be looke<l after for refreshing the ships, 
keeping watch, and repairing the Fort, carpentering, masoning, 
&c., and aim thai we could depeiul on t/ie freemen for cultivation. 
But this first year we did not dure to do so, in order that they might 
proceed gradually and sow more grain, so as to have some for 
sowing next season. Already they have been provided with 
plough oxen, wagons and all kinds of tools, but as soon as they 
think that they have enough seed in the ground, they can with 
difficulty be kept to further ploughing, though they see themselves 
we are every day still working two ploughs for the Company. 
Every day they are encouraged to it, but it is to be hoped that 
they will better in future and that their inclination will develop, 
so that, should the Company abandon it (agriculture), it would be 
able to get along with 70 or 80 paid servants and 20 or 30 slaves. 
But as long as the work with the ploughs are kept on, such a 
small number will hardly suffice, as during the harvest too many 
men are required for mowing, threshing, cleaning, &o. 

When Mr. van Goens was here, he agreed with us that we 
might also be relieved of the garden workers, leave the 
business to a private person and arrange with him to supply at a 
certain price per annum for the ships such groimd and garden fruit 
as will be sufficient for two meals per dmn, so long as they remain 
here, as well as enough for a part of the voyage. This is alreadj 
in hand. Our estimate comes to 2,000 r^s of eight, for wu 
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ej that it might be mantiged by thirteen men (all Nether- 
landerB)» but as wo have now seen that at the lowest üalculatitïii, 
it oaDiiat he managed with less than twenty Netherlanders, or six 
of our nation, or eighteen or twenty ^lavefi, we calculate (ha\iBg 
further * considered the matter j, that not less than between three 
and four thoiiBand reals of eight will be saved (behouden 
blyveu), as much work ia connected M'ith it ; so that, if the 
Company were to decido act'ordingly, abandon agrieultore, lime 
and brick - making, leaving all to the freemen, every thinjj 
might bo managed with aeventy or eighty men at the utmost, 
besides twenty or thirty slaves cjf the Company, whilst we would 
be able to sell more slaves to the latter. 

We just mention the matter ïor your consideration > Mr. van 
Goens having also undertaken to disouea it with you* In llie 
meanwhile the garden?> ai'e attended to by 20 men as usual, and 
agriculture is lustily forwarded, but the jetty and other matters of 
lesB im|>ortance must be left in abeyance until a gcxid com 
granary has been built^ as well as a lodge for the G-uiuea and 
AngoLi slaves expected, &o. 

From our li.^tter of I be 1st July you wül have gathered that 
during this rainy season the country w&ï* so wet and marshy that 
it would have been fruitless expense and trouble to have endea- 
voured to enclose the plain riglit acniss with an entrenchment, &e. 
We have since oonaidered the other plan suggested by Mr. vau 
Qoens, and described in his letter and charts, viz* : to almt up 
Jlerry and his follower by means of five redoubts behind tho 
mountains. We eonsidereil it ou the 6th and 7th instant^ and 
once again made a personal inspection with the skipper of the 
yacht Mmya^ who was waiting here for the yaoht Jfasselt^ and 
found that it could be done with little expense, and the notives 
shot ofi in the ** Hout^* valley by means of 5 r^oubtö, as pointed 
out by His Honour, but with a alight modiHoationj vix* : instead 
of the two redoubts at the Steenbergen, three should bo placed in 
the Hout vallejj one on the CloofE pasa-— marked in Mr. vau 

Qoen'a chart with the letter F 00 and the fifth about the middle 

of the ** Gevelhergen/' between the Lion Clooff mid Hout Bay, 
so that the natives will be confined between very high mountains 
like walls, and none of them able to pass through without our 
couaent. They would thus bo kept under proper oontrolj and 
would have sufHcient good pasturage for thousands of eatÜe and 
sheep, from whose incTcaso the Company would greatly bene fit j 
taking from them by barter as many as they can spare, and per- 
niitting the men to pass freely to and fro to enable them with tho 
cop|^e^ and tobacco so obtained to protvjed inland and there barter 
more cattle for themselves, and thus become traders for the 
(Company. Their cattle, howeveri should be kopt c^jufiaed within 
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1657. ^]^Q prescribed limits, and be left in such large numbers that when 
3i8t Aug. they are out trading for the Company or themselves they may 
always long to return to their wives and their neatest riches. 
But in order to realize this, our proceedings should not be 
premature, but conducted patiently and i)rudently, as already our 
going out hither and thither is making them suspicious, so 
that they hardly venture to come so near to us as before. It will 
accordingly be necessary, until your further orders, to keep quiet 
for a time and no longer inspect the places mentioned, as we have 
done 80 euffioiently already, that their suspicion may die away and 
they may with friendliness be allured to the aforesaid Hout 
valleys. We would then hurriedly commence and finish the work 
in the following manner, viz. : — Each of the five places mentioned 
to be for the present occupied with 20 men, 10 of whom shall 
hurriedly erect the redoubts, as there are sufficient stones and 
timber in the neighbourhood, and also be armed ; the 10 others to 
be armed only to turn back Herry and the cattle and keep them 
within, or 100 men for the five places until the forts are finished, 
and as long as the May and autumn ships follow each other, when 
each could be well garrisoned with 10 men, independent of the 70 
or 80 and the slaves required for the main garrison, so that all 
we have to do is to calculate the costs of this separate garrison in 
addition to those required for the present establishment, and com- 
pare the sum with the advantages which the Company would 
derive from these enclosures — ^the chief being that the Company 
would obtain its cattle from the enclosures whenever it liked in 
the form of usual but forced barter, for copper and tobacco, and 
obtain them in such numbers as wül be sufficient for the coming 
and departing ships as well as the garrison, and thus economize 
its salt meat and pork. Moreover, the Company would be able 
to trade with more assurance with the Saldanhars, and the free- 
men's inoarease of oatÜe would provide sufficient meat for salting 
down for India. 

But this object will never be attained so long as Herry and the 
Caapmen are not under control, for in the open they are too quick 
for OB, and refuse to sell us any cattle, however much they have. 
This we have often mentioned to you, and therefore expect your 
final reeolution on the subject. In the meanwhile we diall keep 
quiet and as usual treat them kindly, in order to allay their 
suspicions as much as possible, and when we have received your 
orders endeavour to lure them to the intended places and then 
suddenly on a favourable occasion, in the manner mentioned, and 
with men of the ships, surprise and oonfij[ie them closely for the 
purpose already described. But we shall have to proceed with 
eiroumspection, a5 they are commencing to speak a good deal of 
Uutdi» and are daily becoming cleverer. 



339 

The steward Jan Jansz of Emden, who knows how to work i^"- 
with civet cats did not arrive in the Marya, and the instructions 3iBt~A.ug, 
sent us for our guidance have also not arrived. We therefore 
expect them, as well as 

Pimper ") 

Eose I 

TU^^hp "^' y trees or bushes, as wo are still without them. 

Lavender and | 

Lovage J 

Annexed is a memorial of the freemen submitted to us, with 
our remarks on the same. From it you will see that some of them 
do not agree very well \vith each other, so that they would gladly 
part and buy each other out, but as they may not alienate their 
plots for 12 years (according to the conditions made with them) 
this cannot very well be done ; and, as regards the stony nature 
of their lands, extending in tlieir length towards the mountains 
(het overgeberghte), such is the ease, and we have therefore 
granted them tlio diffenmce on loan until your further orders. 
They have asked us to write to you in their favour and we accord- 
ingly do so. 

Your letter of tbo 20th April, per Eitckhuysen, having informed 
us of the French equij)ment of vessels to Madagascar and the 
probable arrival (here) of five galleons and one patache from 
Portugal bound to Goa, has decided us to place ourselves in 
a thorough state of defence. After the end of the week our seed 
will be in the ground and agriculture can be left a while in abey- 
ance, that the men may repair the walls of the fort, which have 
fallen awav in various places, and strengthen them with new 
palisades, &c. We trust, however, that they will pass by and 
leave us in peace. 

(Signed) Jan van Rip:heecq. 



Instructions for the officers of the yachts Umaelt and Murya^ to be 
carried out, if pos.sible, in conjunction with those of the 
Directors, provided, hoAvover, that in any case the latter shall 
be followed and in no way ignored. 

Sailing along the coast they shall ni passant call at Dassen 
Island, and there take on board two u'on guns of 6 lbs. They 
are buried nearly opposite the house on the beach to the North, 
and their carriages behind the house in the veld. They are for 
her better protection, to be placed on the Marya, or on the Hasselt^ 
instead of the two lighter ones to be placed on the Marya. 

According to the opinion of Mr. Castelyn large tortoise shells, 
Ut for making combs, &c., can be obtained from the natives at 
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1667. variouB spots to the West of the Cape (hior besten de Caep) so 
3i»t Aug. ^^*^ you should inquire into this matter enpasnant without in any 
way neglecting the orders of the masters. You shall also inquire 
after rhinooeros horns, ostrich feathers, honey and wax (the latter 
preferred to honey), and what merchandize is required for the 
trade. Care shall also be taken to mark down exactly on a chart 
— in triplicate — all harbours, bays, grounds, and rivers with their 
positions and distances. Journals shall also be carefully kept of 
every daily event. Also the ships' and business books. 

The goods. traded away and the slaves, &c., obtained shall be 
properly inventoried and submitted to us properly signed, that a 
proper account may be rendered according to the Masters' orders. 

A specification book shall be separately kept of all disburse- 
ments for refreshments and other ships' necessaries, that on your 
return the contents may be embodied in the general ships' 
expenditure account and other books. 

Should you fall in with any Portuguese places, you shall, if 
possible, and without wasting time for it, carefully examine and 
make a drawing of the whole, that our masters may make use of 
it whenever they may deem it necessary. 

You are not to accept any old, lame, cripple, or sick slaves, and 
as few women as possible, as we would not know what to do with 
them, unable as they would be to work. 

Wherever any mealies, rice, beans, peas, or similar grain ia 
obtainable, you shall buy as much as you can stow away, that the 
cargo may produce sufficient profit brides the slave trade, for we 
are very much in want of these foodstuffs here. 

You shall also inquire whether you will not be able to bring 
over with you meat and pork salted down in casks or dried. For 
that purpose the IFaasrlf takes 2 and the Mart/a 1 leaguer salt, a 
last altogether, because at Annabon pigs are obtainable for salt, 
according to certain journals. Wherever fresh food, such as sweet 
potatoes, " ouvis Fuyanius," freeh meat and pork are obtainable, 
the ships' preserved provisions are to be spared, and only fresh food 
shall be given out. You shall ako take with you on the 
voyage for the slaves, as much fresh stores as wUl keep, in- 
dependent of the mealies, &o., which, as already said, are to be 
bought everywhere and in such quantities as will not interfere with 
the sdave trade. Wherever palm oil is obtainable, it shall be used 
instead of olive. A quantity (of the foodstuffs above mentioned) 
may also be brought hither in onler as much as possible to 
eeonomize the fatherland stores. 

We would not consider it strange, if for this purpose you filled 
tx>me oasks with lard (cuddeboter) where pigs are obtainable in 
great abundance, and brought it to us ; this would also save oil 
and fatherland butter. We aooordingly also give you, to take 
with you, a quantity of pepper. 
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The Masters have also writton us to order you to hrinjf haok ^^^'^• 
with you some Guinea civet eats. Please to remember this and 3iHt"Aug. 
carry out the order, if possible. 

From Arder you are to bring us 2 male and 4 female asses, 
even if you brought two slaves less for each ass, that we may get 
into the breed. We give you two packets of letters to be sent 
home to the masters by a trusted opportunity, each in a separate 



Ton will do well, according to orders, to communicate to the 
Direotors your adventures, whenever an opportunity offers, as 
well as what kind of merchandize is generally required. 

Should you fall in with no prizes on the coast of Angola, and 
you decide according to the orders of the masters to proceed to 
Arder and despatch the Marya back to this, we would not consider 
it strange, if you deliberated about letting her cruise a little while 
longer, and on her way hither touch at St. Helena Nova, to 
discover what roadstead, harbour, or opportunities the Portuguese 
have there ; thence she might call at Old St. Helena to catch the 
horses there, which have increased to 7, and are highly wanted 
here. Accordingly, we offer you a reward of Rds. 20 for every 
one brought here alive. 

You shall also take with you thence as many young pigs, 
orange and apple trees, as possible, for breeding and planting here, 
as we find that they thrive well here and the trees grow beautifully. 
You will therefore en passant keep this in mind and do your best 
to obtain them. 

We trust that you will not return without good booty and 
prizes, that the trip may not be an expense to the Company, but 
your own individual honour augmented. And should you 
find anything in the prizes that you may think can be profitably 
sold at Ghiinea, you may take out of them as much as you may 
deem necessary for the purpose ; the rest you are to send hither. 
May the Almighty grant his blessing on the expedition, and 
grant you a fortunate and safe voyage. Amen. 

In the Fort the Good Hope this Slst day of August, 1657. 

(Signed) J. van Riebkrck. 

List of papers addressed to the Lords Seventeen, delivered to 
the yacht Hasselt pro(*eeding to Guinea. 



To Batavia. 

Our last was dated the 22nd August last. . . . We send you 2nd Sept. 
by this vessel (the Enckhmjsen) a large quantity of garden seeds in 
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^^' 10 large and small baps. Should you think that more will be 
2nd SepU annually required for India, we shall gladly await your orders for 
our guidance ; also what kinds you require, much or little, and 
what is your sowing season. . . . 

Memorial of the freemen referred to (see preceding despatch 
to the Seventeen). 

As the Hon. van Goens is well acquainted with Gape conditions 
we deemed it advisable to send you a copy of the memorial, that 
having consulted with his Honour about it, you may send us such 
orders as you may deem best in the interest of the Company. 

Ships arrivals and departures, &c. 

(Signed) Johan van Eifbkeck. 



To Batavia. 

fifth Sept. The ship Rotterdam^ ready to leave on the 2nd instant, was 
detained by a N.W. gale, which the next day caused her to drag 
her anchors so that she finally had from 4 to 4 J fathoms of water 
under her. Accordingly she began to bump, but no boat could go 
out to her assistance. On the evening of the 5th she was obliged 
to cut her main mast and throw all her water overboard, so that 
she will require 3 or 4 weeks for repairs. As men are wanted in 
India we have transferred 80 of her crew to the Enckhuyaeu. 
Thank God! her bumping caused no leakage whatever. She 
however, had encountered great danger, for when we went on 
board on the 6th to render her such assistance as we could, we 
found her riding at one anchor, and that two strands of her cable 
had snapped, and when the anchor had been lifted that both the 
flukes were broken, so that, if the weather had continued a little 
longer she would have drifted on shore before our eyes. . . . The 
three millwrights having finished their work at the horse and 
barley mill, now leave in the Eiickhinjsen. . . . 

(Signed) J. van Riebeeck. 

List of papers sent to India by the EncJxhfuj.sen. 

No. 11. Memorial of the Freemen (see preceding despatches). 



To Batavia. 

fsth Sept. Our last was dated the 8th instant, per Enckhuysen. The 
Rotterdam having been repaired, will take this. • . . The OUphaut 
has not yet arrived ; we trust that she and Het Hojf van Zeelant 
have passed. What was shipped for us in the (JUphanf^ the annexed 
invoice will show. We hope you will send the goods back in the 
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return ships, especially the shoes which are much required by the 16^7. 

If any new Japan raddy from Japan were obtainable, it 
would probably thrive better here in this colder climate than other 
sorts, which though they sprout forth, have never yet come to 
perfection in spite of all the trouble we have taken, and no matter 
at what season of the year we have made a trial. 

We would also like to know for certain at what time of the year 
it must be sown and how it is to be further treated, that we may 
act accordingly, as in our humble opinion it is the most nourishing 
and serviceable of all graiu, even more so than wheat and barley, or 
whatever else there may be, in as much as it is bread and potfood 
together for the ordinary individual (den gemeenen man) and the 
cheapest ; though wheat, barley, &c., for bread, and pearl barley 
are also very necessary, and should therefore be no less cultivated, 
as many offer themselves for freedom. If we could only provide 
them sufficiently with draught oxen or horses! This is our 
principal want, otherwise agriculture would lustily develop here. 
The Company's gardener has also become a freeman, so that there 
are now six companies. Moreover we are in treaty with others 
who desire to become free carpenters, in order, without expense to 
the Company, to build the houses and granaries, &c., of the free- 
men. This we deemed very expedient and necessary, so that we 
intend to further their object as much as possible, as it will no 
longer be possible to assist the freemen with the Company's few 
carpenters, as we ourselves are building a large com granary 
(groote ooren Schuer) in which to keep and thresh the grain of the 
Company now standing in the fields and soon to be gathered. 
This is a big work, so that oven the jetty and all other (though 
necessary) work have to be left in abeyance this season. . . . 

(Signed) J. van Riebeeck. 
Last of annexures to preceding despatch. 



To Batavia. 

Our last was dated the 28th Sept. last. The IFalvis wiU bring loth Nov. 
you this, as well as copies of the Directors' letters to us, including 
their instructions regarding 3 leaguers of prepared water shipped 
as a trial in this vessel. 

With the officers we tasted the water. That in two of the 
leaguers stank very much, but that in the third was fairly good, 
but not so good as the unprepared water which we found as fresh 
as if it had just been drawn from the Meuse. How it will turn 
out later on, time will show. We have kept here one prepared, 
and one unprepared leaguer of water, to see which will keep best 
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the longest, pro{>o8iDg to taste the water every two months, and 
after that send it home by the return fleet, mat tiieir Honours 
may also be able to judge for themselves. 

As for about 2^ years no natives from the interior have brought 
us any cattle, we» in accordance with Mr. van Qtoens^ ordens 
despatched on the 19tli of last month — ^the rainy season being over — 
an expedition of 15 men and 9 oxen carrying their merchandize and 
provisions. Tbey returned on the 5th insUnt as they were unable 
to cross a large broad river mostly to the N.E. of this, which on 
account of its depth and strong ciu'rent was impassable until the 
dry season, so that our people could not reach the right tribes of 
<ho interior, or get a sight of them, as they were some days 
travelling from the river on the other side. They could only find 
those living on this side, mostly adherents of Uerry and Caapmen, 
who, although they are rich in cattle, refuse to part with any, bo 
that our men only obtained 7 cows, 3 calves and 41 lean sheep, 
which together did not pay the costs of the provisions consiuned on 
the journey. Wo intend to make another trial at the end of 
Ueoember or the beginning of January, as, according to some 
Hottentoos, the Saldanhars will then be in the neighbourhood of 
that river for the sake of the water ; but though no dependence 
can bo placed on such statements, we hope to be able then to cross 
the river with our pack oxen, and penetrating further inland, 
reach the real Saldanhars, in order to barter a good number 
of cattle from them, on which the continuance of agriculture 
principally depends, and which cannot be kept going 
without oxen or horses. It is the same with stock breeding, iu 
order to obtain young oxou, milk and butter, which will 
in course of time be abundant here; also grain, which we 
shall begin to reap in this and the next month, especially 
wheat, barley and oats, which are now as beautifully stand- 
ing in their ears, and beginning to ripen, as in any other 
country in the world. The peas and beans in tlus new 
country do not, however, appear to thrive very well, so that we 
shall suffer a great loss in pulse, as we have for sowing landed 
much peas and beans from the ships, in exchange ior rice 
drawn fiom our sober supplies. We thought thus to obtain more, 
but were disappointed, so that we shall again have to live 
sparingly ; hence, if practicable, we would like to be [abundantly 
supplied by you with rice, beans and cadjangh, as we expect many 
eaters with the yachts from Angola and Gumea, and the yachts 
also will have to be supplied from our scanty stores. 

Annexed is our journal as sent home with the Hon. Crab. The 
rest we hope to send by the Oliphanfy should she arrive 

We also send you the journal of the men of the expoditio 
abow* mentioned. We shall not neglect to send you from time 
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time oopies of the pay, and all ships' books, as well as the contin- 1^^7. 
nations of onr journals in which all our resolutions, Ac, will be iQthNoT. 
fully embodied, that you may inform yourselves of everything, and 
aooordingly be enabled to assist and advise us with your highly 
wise in^ruotions and orden for further guidance in vanons 
matters, &o. 

(Signed) J. yjCS Kiebeeck. 

Lost of annexures to preceding despatch. 



To Batavia. 

Our last was dated the 10th November last, which amongst 6th Dec. 
others informed you of the poor success of our inland expedition, 
which being afterwards resumed by the freemen separately, was 
found to have been even less successful. Afterwards one of the 
real Saldanhars arrived at the Fort with three oxen as a " feeler " ; 
he earnestly begged us not to send any men inland, promising 
that his people would bring us sufficient cattle, as they were com- 
ing down with large troops, but as soon as they saw the Dutchman 
with firearms, they would at once turn back. For that reason 
they would not come nearer than the Qxoote Berg Rivier (fully 
nine miles at 2,000 Khineland roods per mile, or eighteen hours 
walk from this), whence every ten or twelve days they would 
luring us whatever they intended to sell. We aocordingly decided 
not to check these people, but to do our best to lure them towards 
us, comply with their wishes and suspend all expeditions for the 
present, as well as prohibit the freemen from going out, but to urge 
them to gather their ripening com, &c., and repair their granaries, 
kraals or stables in order to save their cattle from the beasts of 
prey and the thievish Gaapmen. The result was that the 
oaldanhars brought us more than 130 cattle, young and old, 
among them some fairly good oxen for the plough. 

On the 3rd they were here with about 60 cattle, and again left, 
stating that they will be back in 10 or 12 days with more, and 
that they will continue to do this, according to their boasting, until 
we have no more copper and shall say that they are bringing us 
too many, for what they brought us (they said) were merely of their 
own tribe (the Ohainouqua), whilst other troops were still on the 
way, consisting of many thousands of cattle and sheep, so that 
(briefly stated) the trade looks very promising, and more men are 
feeling inclined for freedom, hence this week another company cf 
two retired from the service, and accepted 30 morgen of ground 
for cultivation with the assistance of their servants and such slaves as 
are expected from Angola and Guinea. At present already 288 
morgen of land have been distributed among eight companies, 
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1657. besides those already cultivated and mostly sown for the Company, 
6tli Dec. *^ ^®^ ^^ fully 42 morgen, which with the other make 330 
moreen. In order to sow all these lands and once again as 
much, we shall be able to use this season (with God in the van) . 
our own seed of wheat, rye, oats and barley, of which we shall 
have sufficient, all being dflSly busy mowing. Nothing, however, 
will be left for eating, as the peas and beans have put us baok 
very much, as already mentioned ; but next year (having obtained 
oxen, sufficient for ploughing, from natives) we shall with God's 
help easily turn the comer, and a fair quantity of grain will be left 
over for Lidia. The breeding of pigs will then also be thoroughly 
taken in hand ; for we have the proof that pork salted here 
can last two years. Add to this an abundance of cattle, obtained 
by trade as well as by breeding, and there will be but little wanting 
to realise in our time the principal object of the Company. The 
winepress will also be set eoing as tne vines thrive beautifully 
here, many being about to bear fruit this season, giving us eood 
hope. May God be pleased to grant His blessing over all mese 
undertakings. Amen. 

The improved charts are according to Mr. v. Goens' orders, being 
drafted with good attention and diligence. In them are laid 
down all necessary matters, as well as the lands that are being 
given out. We hope to send you copies with the autumn or 
winter ships. Those for home will be sent by the return ships 
expected. This goes at the request of Captain Daniel Morgan, 
with the English yacht, the Vergulden Dolphyn. We might have 
written you more with her, but as we soon expect some of the 
Company's own vessels, we have postponed doing so. This little 
yacht is no private vessel, but has been hired by the English 
Company, which, according to these friends, is again establishing 
itself, the Lord Protector being the head of it. This you may 
gather from them more fully, when they arrive at Batavia. The 
voyage is directly for Bantam, in order to return thence with 

Ïepper, as soon as possible to Leghorn, or should he not find 
lantam, to obtain pepper at Jamby or Palemb. Their success 
you wiU be the first to know. . . . 

(Signed) J. van Kiebbeck. 



